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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR I 

Technological advances account  f o r  t h e  ta rd iness  o f  
issue of t h e  Bul let in .  One yea r  ago we acqu i red  

icrocomputer system f o r  t h e  p roduc t i on  o f  copy and  
the  management of o u r  records.  The  l a t t e r  has 
proceeded smoothly; data on  Fel lows a n d  subscr ibers  
are on f i le. The former, however, has lagged. 
".- inal ally we planned t o  t ransmi t  b y  modem t o  t h e  

tter's computer. A f t e r  copy  was ed i ted  and  
)fed, we entered t h e  p rope r  codes. Then, we 

I 
learned that  t h e  p r i n t e r ' s  r e p  h a d  quoted t h e  cost 
incorrectly. and  we h a d  t o  remove al l  codes a n d  
produce camera-ready copy w i th  o u r  own high qua l i t y  
p r in te r .  1 

RESEARCH NOTES 

RESETTLEMENT OF PEOPLES 
I N  INDONESIAN BORNEO: 

THE SOCIAL ANTHROPOLOGY OF 
ADMINISTERED PEOPLES 

Ed i ted  by 
George N.  Appell, Ph.D. 

Department  of Anthropo logy  
Brande is  Un ive rs i t y  

We believe t h e  advantages o f  t h e  new system are  
numerous. F i rs t ,  ed i t i ng  o f  copy  i s  much simpler. 
Second, authors w i t h  access t o  a micro-computer can 
submit t he i r  materials on  d isks .  T h e  f i r s t  a r t i c le  in 
th i s  issue was produced in t h i s  way.  ( I f  you  consider 
sending copy on  a disk. please contact  us  about  word  
processing progfams. 1 Th i rd .  we a re  able t o  manage 
o u r  record$ much more e f f i c ien t ly .  For  example, we 
now can reproduce t h e  mai l ing l i s t  o f  t h e  Bu l le t in  upon 
order, f o r  t h e  reasonable cost  o f  US$10. 
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PREFACE 
THE USES OF ANTHROPOLOGICAL INQUIRY 

G. N.  Appel l  
Department o f  Anthropo logy  

Brandeis Un ive rs i t y  

1984 annual meetings o f  t he  American Anthropological  
Association. T h e  papers  inc luded here  a re  f r o m  t h a t  
session. They  a re  presented here  in t h e  hope t h a t  
t h e y  may a id  t h e  development of anthropological  
knowledge on t h e  processes o f  social change now go ing  
on  i n  t h e  reg ion  as wel l  as p rov ide  some he lp  and  
assistance t o  government p lanners and  administ rators.  

INTRODUCTION 

THEORETICAL ISSUES I N  THE STUDY 
OF RESERVATIONS AND RESETTLEMENT 

G. N.  Appel l  
Department  o f  Anthropo logy  

Brande is  Un ive rs i t y  
T h e  t r i b a l  peop les  o f  S o u t h e a s t  As ia  a r e  

undergoing r a p i d  modernizat ion la rge ly  as t h e  r e s u l t  o f  
government plans f o r  economic and  social development. 
As w i th  al l  social change t h e r e  a r e  advantages and 
disadvantages. gains a n d  social costs. T h e  social 
costs include social a n d  persona l i ty  d isorganizat ion t h a t  
ar ise when modernizat ion moves too  r a p i d l y  t o  be 
assimilated o r  when t h e  p lans by which  a populat ion is  
b rough t  in to  t h e  modern wor ld  are  inappropr ia te  to  
the i r  own needs o r  f o r  t h e  ecosystem in which they  
l ive. Inappropr ia te  administ rat ion o f  t h e  social change 
i tself  may also i n c u r  unnecessary social costs. These 
socia l  cos ts  c a n  b e  e x t r e m e l v  e x ~ e n s i v e  f o r  a 
developing nat ion a n d  in many cases can b e  minimized I 

o r  avoided w i t h  p rope r  p lann ing  a n d  i ns igh t  i n to  t h e  
processes b y  wh ich  social change occurs.  

I 
Can the  d isc ip l ine  o f  an thropo logy  o f fe r  any 

pract ical advice o r  i ns igh t  on t h e  problems o f  
modernizing populat ions? Can anthropological knowledge 
be of any use t o  t h e  po l icy  maker a t  one level and  t o  
t he  local administ rator  a t  t h e  o the r  level? These 
questions were posed a t  a symposium en t i t l ed  "The 
Anthropology o f  Reservations." wh ich  was organized 
b y  G. N. Appel l  and  Barbara  Nowak and he ld  a t  t h e  

I n  1980-81 my wi fe  and I and th ree  daugh te rs  
under took  f i e l d  w o r k  in Kalimantan T imur .  D u r i n g  
t h a t  t ime we v i s i t ed  n ine  resett lement s i tes o n  t h e  
Sibuku,  Sekatak, Bengara, and  Batayau R ivers .  We 
were s t r u c k  by t h e  similar i t ies o f  these b o t h  in terms 
o f  housing sty les a n d  layout  t o  Ind ian  reserva t ions  
t h a t  we have v is i ted  in Canada. I was also s t r u c k  b y  
t h e  similar i t ies in purpose and social f o rm o f  these 
resett lements no t  o n l y  t o  l ndian reservat ions in Canada 
b u t  also t o  t h e  Ind ian  reservat ions in t h e  late 1800's in 
t h e  American West. 

T h e  consequence o f  resettlement. as was t h e  case 
in Canada and  t h e  Un i ted  States, has been t h a t  t h e  
e thn ic  g roups  invo lved were be ing  dep r i ved  o f  access 
t o  t h e i r  t rad i t iona l  areas o f  vi l lage sett lement upon 
which t h e y  depended f o r  economic su rv i va l .  We also 
found  t h a t  t h e  economy o f  t h e  resett lements was such  
t h a t  many o f  t h e  people perceived t h a t  t h e r e  wou ld  b e  
a shortage o f  food in t h e  f u t u r e .  T h e  admin is t ra t ion  
o f  t h e  reset t lements invo lved var ious  fo rms o f  
cor rup t ion .  i nc lud ing  t h e  misuse o f  government  
allotments so t h a t  t h e  f u l l  amounts were no t  reach ing  



t he  resettlement vi l lages areas. The e thn ic  g roups 
were also be ing  conver ted  t o  Islam o r  Chr is t ian i ty .  As 
a result ,  t hey  were be ing  d iscouraged f r o m  cont inu ing  
t h e i r  ceremonia l  l i f e ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e i r  f u n e r a l  
ceremonies, t h e i r  t rad i t iona l  pa t te rns  o f  cou r t sh ip  and 
marriage, and the i r  t rad i t iona l  f o rm o f  dwell ing, t h e  
longhouse. Anyone who has read accounts o f  t h e  
reservat ion process in t h e  American West, such  as in 
Tibbles I1957) wi l l  recognize fami l iar  pa t te rns .  

To cap it o f f  we exper ienced a symbolic statement 
t h a t  I find h a r d  t o  i n t e r p r e t  fully. We at tended a 
wedding, and, as we a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  house o f  t h e  
bride, we found  on  t h e  doorstep h e r  fa ther ,  a former 
headhunter, dressed in a loincloth, w i t h  t i g e r  tee th  i n  
h is  ears, and wear ing a blue. double-breasted, 
p ins t r iped su i t  jacket. I was sudden ly  t ranspo r ted  
back t o  drawings  and  p i c tu res  o f  Ind ians  and  ear ly  
reservat ion l i fe  i n  western America before  t h e  t u r n  of 
the  century .  

In d i s c u ~ s i n g  t h i s  w i t h  a colleague, Barbara  
Nowak, who had worked in a reset t lement area in 
Malaysia, w.e d iscovered t h a t  she had  had similar 
experiences. As a resu l t  of t h i s  d iscussion the re  
arose t h e  idea o f  o rgan iz ing  a symposium t o  look a t  
reservat ions as a social type,  as a d i s t i n c t  social form. 

The Reservation as a Social T y p e  

The concept o f  a reserva t ion  as a method o f  
deal ing w i t h  e thn i c  minor i t ies seems t o  ar ise in al l  
par ts  o f  t h e  wor ld  a t  var ious  times w i thout  any  common 
historical,  geographical.  o r  cu l t u ra l  roo ts .  I t  seems 
almost as timeless a social t y p e  as t h e  nuclear  fami ly  
o r  t h e  community. A n d  it i s  an e n d u r i n g  t y p e  o f  social 
form tha t  i n  t h e  modern w o r l d  i s  finding increasing 
use i n  cer ta in regions.  Yet  we know l i t t l e  about t h e  
reservat ion as a social f o rm i n  te rms o f  i t s  de f i n ing  
features, how it funct ions,  o r  how it i s  a r t i cu la ted  t o  
t h e  la rger  society. Thus. it i s  impor tan t  t o  reach 
some general izat ions and  theor ies about  t h e  reserva t ion  
area as a social system f o r  several reasons. 

F i rs t ,  f r om t h e  view of t h e  development o f  
anthropological knowledge, we have an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  
witness f i r s t - h a n d  t h e  processes wh ich  lead t o  t h e  
development o f  reserva t ions  and  t h e  consequences of 
these, processes and  consequences which have formed 
a major p a r t  o f  t h e  expansion o f  Western c u l t u r e  and  
t h e  i ndus t r i a l  economy f o r  the  pas t  two  centur ies.  I t  
is  important  t h a t  these processes be  f u l l y  reco rded  a n d  
analyzed, n o t  o n l y  in terms o f  t h e i r  i n t r i n s i c  i n te res t  
b u t  also so t h a t  we have t h e  data and i ns igh t  t o  
r e i n t e r p r e t  h is to r ica l  accounts o f  these processes wh ich  
in t h e  pas t  were n o t  witnessed b y  t r a i n e d  social 
sc ient is ts .  

Second, by unders tand ing these processes and  t h e  
management o f  administered peoples we can perhaps 
develop b e t t e r  approaches t o  t h e  problem so t h a t  
impact o f  reset t lement o n  minor i ty  e thn ic  g r o u p s  is  
minimized. A t  t h i s  po in t  it would be usefu l  t o  p u t  
f o r w a r d  a ten ta t i ve  def in i t ion  o f  what cons t i tu tes  a 
reservat ion.  I t  i s  impor tan t  t o  d o  t h i s  so t h a t  we d o  
no t  g e t  misdi rected in o u r  analysis by what  we find 
under  t h e  "reservat ion" label here  in America o r  
founder  on names such as "resett lement areas," 
"re-education centers, " and the  l ike, wh ich  may i n  
f a c t  h ide  t h e  c r i t i ca l  de f i n ing  features.  

The  reservat ion,  as a social type,  i s  an i ns t i t u t i on  
t h a t  involves t h e  relocation of a minor i ty  e thn i c  g r o u p  
t o  an area chosen b y  t h e  government so t h a t  t h e  
g r o u p  no  longer  has access t o  i t s  t rad i t iona l  lands  f o r  
economic exploitat ion, a n d  as a resu l t  o f  t h e  i ns t i t u t i on  
o r  administ rat ion o f  t h e  reservation, t h e  e thn ic  g r o u p  
is  p revented f rom prac t ic ing  i t s  t rad i t iona l  cu l t u re .  
The re  may b e  good a n d  su f f i c ien t  reasons g i v e n  f o r  
t h e  establ ishment o f  a reservation. such as t h e  
p r o v i d i n g  o f  modern wel fare services, t h e  pro tec t ion  o f  
t h e  e thn ic  g r o u p  from predatory  o r  unscrupu lous  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  dominan t  soc ie t y ,  e t c .  
Nevertheless, t h e  reserva t ion  social t y p e  has ce r ta in  
social consequences t h a t  need examination. We shou ld  
also not  be  led as t ray  i n  at tempt ing t o  isolate t h e  
de f i n ing  fea tures  of a reservat ion b y  developments t h a t  
may take  place once t h e  reservat ion system becomes a 
mature i ns t i t u t i on  in a n y  society. I r e f e r  he re  t o  t h e  



manipulation., o f  t h e  reserva t ion  system b y  e thn ic  
minori t ies t o  advance t h e i r  own in teres ts .  For  
example, t he re  is  t h e  recent  case o f  a p rev ious l y  
unrecognized Ind ian  community i n  t h e  southwest  Un i ted  
States app ly ing  successfu l ly  t o  t h e  federa l  government 
f o r  f e d e r a l  l a n d  t o  f o r m  a small ,  r e s i d e n t i a l  

I community. B u t  t h i s  was well a f t e r  t h e  loss o f  t h e i r  
t rad i t iona l .  cu l tu re .  

There  are  a number o f  c r i t i ca l  quest ions t h a t  need 
invest igat ion in developing a t h e o r y  a n d  unders tand ing  
o f  t h e  reservat ion as a social form. some o f  wh ich  wi l l  
be  addressed in t h e  fo l lowing papers.  These quest ions 
include: 

What a re  t h e  common fea tures  o f  t h e  
social s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  reserva t ion? 
A re  the re  developmental stages t o  
t he  reserva t ion  social s t r u c t u r e ?  
What a re  t h e  social roles found  on  
the  reserva t ion  and  which o f  these 
are occupied b y  members o f  t h e  
d o m i n a n t  s o c i e t y ?  D o e s  t h e  
dehumanization o f  t h e  e thn i c  m ino r i t y  
by t h e  d o m i n a n t  s o c i e t y  a l w a y s  
p r e c e d e  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a 
reservat ion? What methods a re  used 
t o  o b t a i n  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  
administered populat ion and  how is  
social cont ro l  maintained? Does t h e  
development o f  t h e  local pol i t ica l  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o r  t h e  s o c i a l  
c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  p r e c e d e  t h e  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  r e s e r v a t i o n  
fos ter  t h e  development o f  c o r r u p t  
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  a n d  p r e d a t o r y  
t raders?  I s  t h i s  a func t i on  o f  t h e  
d e v e l o p m e n t a l  s t a g e  o f  t h e  
reservat ion social s t r u c t u r e ?  

What i s  t h e  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  
j u x t a p o s i t i o n  in t h e  same soc ia l  
envi ronment o f  indigenous symbols 
w i th  symbols o f  t h e  dominant society 
in te rms o f  dress. dwell ings, a n d  

behav ior?  How do t h e  t rad i t iona l  
methods o f  conf l i c t  resolut ion fit i n  
t h e  new social s i tuat ion? A r e  the re  
more conf l i c ts  and conf l ic ts  o f  a t y p e  
no t  p rev ious ly  dealt  w i th?  As a 
r e s u l t  a re  t h e  indigenous conf l i c t  
reso lu t ion  mechanisms overwhelmed? 
What new mechanisms g row o r  a re  
i ns t i t u ted  in t h e i r  place? 

I 
! Do al l  reserva t ion  systems resu l t  in 

t h e  b r e a k d o w n  o f  t h e  c u l t u r a l  

! ecology o f  t h e  subject  populat ion a n d  
t h e  r e s t r u c t u r i n g  o f  t h e  indigenous 
system o f  economic exchanges? How 
d o e s  t h e  d o m i n a n t  s o c i e t y ' s  
e d u c a t i o n a l  sys tem a f f e c t  t h e  
a d a p t a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e s e r v a t i o n  
populat ion? What are t h e  heal th 
consequences  o f  t h e  r e s e r v a t i o n  
exper ience? Does t h e  reserva t ion  
e x p e r i e n c e  p r o d u c e  a common 
psychological adjustment? Does t h e  
reserva t ion  fac i l i ta te  o r  h inde r  t h e  
adaptat ion o f  t h e  m ino r i t y  g r o u p  t o  
t h e  dominant society and  i t s  economic 
system? 

Under  what  condi t ions does t h e  
reserva t ion  become a tota l  i ns t i t u t i on  
analogous t o  a prison, as Robertson 
(1970) has claimed? How do t h e  
administ rators o f  an ethnic g r o u p  
r e p o r t  on t h e i r  success o r  fa i lu res  t o  
t h e i r  super io rs?  What stat is t ics a re  
used t o  j us t i f y  t h e i r  administ rat ion? 

Many o f  these questions are addressed i n  t h e  
fo l lowing papers.  

I 

B ib l iography:  Robertson, Heather. 1970. Reservat ions 
are  f o r  Indians.  Toronto:  James Lor imer E Co. 
Tibbles, Thomas Henry .  1957. Bucksk in  a n d  B lanket  
Days. Memoirs o f  a F r i e n d  of t h e  Indians.  L incoln:  ~ Un i ve rs i t y  o f  Nebraska Press. 



RESETTLEMENT OF THE BULUSU1 
AND PUNAN I N  INDONESIAN 

BORNEO; POLICY AND HISTORY 

Laura  P. Appel l-Warren 
Labora tory  o f  Human Development 

H a r v a r d  Un ive rs i t y  

Int roduct ion 

The lndonesian government  has f o r  t h e  last  two  
decades been bringing t h e  so-called "p r im i t i ve  peoples" 
o f  l ndones ian  B o r n e o  t o g e t h e r  i n t o  g o v e r n m e n t  
reservations wh ich  t h e y  r e f e r  t o  as "resett lement 
areas." These "p r im i t i ve  peoples" inc lude swidden 
agr icu l tu ra l i s ts  living in nucleated v i l lages as well as 
var ious g roups  o f  h u n t e r s  a n d  gatherers,  col lect ive ly 
re fe r red  t o  as Punan. T h e  swidden ag r i cu l t u ra l i s t s  
a re  also viewed by t h e  government as b e i n g  nomadic 
and, l i ke  t h e  Punan, a r e  considered t o  b e  "pr imi t i ve"  
because in addi t ion t o  be ing  classed as "nomadic" t h e y  
do not  fol low a major w o r l d  re l ig ion  ( o r  a re  considered 
not  t o  have any  re l ig ion) ,  t h e y  d o  n o t  wear clothes 
purchased at- a shop--such as blouses a n d  t rousers.  
and they  do r iot l i v e  in communities l a rge  enough t o  
suppor t  schools a n d  hea l th  centers.  

The purposes f o r  resett lement a re  s ta ted  in t h e  
fo rma l  d e v e l o p m e n t  p l a n s  o f  t h e  l n d o n e s i a n  
government. However, t he re  are  many less than  
expl ic i t  purposes f o r  these resett lement plans. I am 
f i r s t  go ing  t o  d iscuss t h e  development policies o f  t h e  
lndonesian government t h a t  in fo rm these resett lement 
plans. I wi l l  t h e n  look a t  how these national policies 
o f  development a re  implemented a t  t h e  local level, how 
they  are i n te r tw ined  w i t h  t h e  informal purposes f o r  
development, and  how t h e y  shape l i f e  a t  t h e  local 
level. 

National Development Policies 

Fu l l  scale development and  development p lann ing  
began i n  lndonesia i n  1952 w i th  t h e  format ion o f  t h e  
State Planning Bureau.  However, it was n o t  u n t i l  
Suhar to  came in to  power in 1965 t h a t  any  substant ia l  
development policies o r  plans were made. 

In 1968 President  Suhar to  p u t  i n to  act ion t h e  F i r s t  
F ive-Year Development Plan. The  purpose o f  t h i s  
development p lan was t o  "raise the  s tandard  o f  l i v i n g  
o f  t h e  People o f  Indonesia, which aim can o n l y  be  
achieved b y  c a r r y i n g  o u t  development b y  stages and  
a c c o r d i n g  t o  p l a n "  ( D e p a r t m e n t  o f  l n f o r m a t i o n  
n.d. : x i i i ) .  A l t hough  t h i s  F i r s t  Five-Year Plan gave 
p r i o r i t y  t o  economic a n d  ag r i cu l t u ra l  development, it 
also st ressed t h e  "socialization o f  p r im i t i ve  peoples" as 
b e i n g  o f  importance (Department o f  In fo rmat ion  
n.d. :2) .  

S o c i a l i z a t i o n  in  l n d o n e s i a n  i s  "hidup 
bermasyarakat," wh ich  is  de f ined as l i v i n g  i s  an  
organ ized g roup .  It i s  implied t h a t  t h i s  r e f e r s  t o  a 
general  f o r m  in which  t h e  people l i v e  in Javanese s t y l e  
v i l lages t h a t  inc lude schools, medical faci l i t ies. etc.  

T h e  phi losophy beh ind  t h e  development p lans  o f  
Indonesia i s  d e r i v e d  f r o m  the  Panca Sila, o r  " T h e  F i ve  
Principles," wh ich  f o r m  t h e  national ideology o f  
Indonesia. These pr inc ip les  are: bel ie f  in one 
Supreme God; jus t  and  c iv i l i zed  humanity; nationalism; 
democracy; and social just ice ( Vreeland 1975: 215 1 .  

However, it is  t h e  importance o f  t h e  bel ief  in One 
S u p r e m e '  God t h a t  i s  stressed w i t h  g r e a t  v i g o r  
t h roughou t  Indonesia. 

In t h e  F i r s t  F ive-Year Development Plan it is  
s tated t h a t :  

I n  t h e  R e p u b l i c  o f  Indones ia ,  
re l ig ion  represents  no t  on ly  t h e  
un iversa l  serv ice  of creat ion t o  i t s  
Creator, b u t  also g ives c i t izenship a 
nob i l i t y  t h a t  const i tutes a sp i r i t ua l  



i n f ras t ruc tu re  t o  t h e  success o f  
national development e f fo r ts .  

Religion also serves as pro tec t ion  
a g a i n s t  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  
atheism-communism t h a t  undermines 
the  Pantjasila foundat ion o f  t h e  
Republic. 

The  Government . . . has t h e  duty o f  
g i v i n g  guidance a n d  assistance in 
re l ig ious development in accordance 
w i th  all re l ig ious  teachings a n d  o f  
conduct ing t h e  superv is ion  i n  such  a 
way t h a t  t h e  f u l f i l l i n g  o f  these 
rel igious teachings b y  each c i t izen 
and t h e  development o f  re l ig ion  . . . 
can r u n  smoothly. . . 
Isolated g r o u p s  are  f o u n d  in some 
areas. who, in general,  s t i l l  bel ieve 
i n  atheism o r  i n  no re l ig ion  a t  al l .  
A l o n g  w i t h  t h e  p r o g r a m s  f o r  
"socializing" them t h e  problem o f  
t h e i r  r e l i g i o u s  l i f e  w i l l  a l so  b e  
tackled'. [Department  o f  l nformat ion 
n.d. :1-21 

The b e l i e f . t h a t  atheism a n d  animism a n d  communism 
are one and t h e  same i s  widespread. D u r i n g  t h e  1965 
confrontat ion w i t h  Malaysia al l  those who were not  
believers o f  one o f  t h e  f i v e  recognized re l ig ions 
(Islam. Hinduism, Roman Catholicism, and  two forms o f  
Protestant Ch r i s t i an i t y  I were fo rced  t o  conve r t  (Conley 
1973:312). Conley r e p o r t s  t h a t  if t h e y  did n o t  conve r t  
they  r i s k e d  be ing  labeled communist a n d  perhaps k.i l led 
(1973:3101. It is  in t h i s  way t h a t  most indigenous 
peoples became, a t  least nominally, Ch r i s t i an  o r  
Muslim. Recently Kaharingan, an indigenous re l ig ion  
i n  South Kalimantan, has become another acceptable 
rel igious choice. 

The Second Five-Year Development Plan was 
scheduled t o  t ake  place between 1974 a n d  1979. 
Although s t i l l  concerned w i t h  economic growth ,  t h e  

second Five-Year Plan was p r imar i l y  concerned w i t h  
t h e  "sat is fact ion o f  p ress ing  social needs" (Vree land 
1975:309). T h i s  inc luded supp ly ing  a su f f i c i en t  
amount o f  food, clothing, housing, and  employment t o  
al l  Indonesians-- inc luding the  so called p r im i t i ve  
peoples. 

T h e  Th i rd  F i v e - Y e a r  Deve lopmen t  P l a n  was 
scheduled t o  t ake  place between 1979 and 1984, and  
again focused o n  economic growth,  "social just ice"  a n d  
national s tab i l i t y  (Boo th  and McCawley 1981:318J. 
Emphasis was also placed on more "equal access t o  
basic need" (Boo th  and  McCawley 1981 :318 1 such  as 
food, c loth ing,  housing, education, etc. 

In evaluat ing development i n  I ndonesia, Soemardjan 
states tha t  "development [ i n  Indonesia] i s  a process o f  
phas ing  o u t  many social and  cu l t u ra l  elements fo l lowed 
by painfu l  e f f o r t s  t o  ad jus t  t o  new situat ions, new 
technologies a n d  new ways o f  o rgan iz ing  a n d  work ing "  
(1972: 1 ) .  H e  a l so  imp l i es  t h a t  d e v e l o p m e n t  in 
lndonesia is  hampered because it is  per formed in a 
"vacuum of  establ ished suppor t ing  organizat ions, o r  
w i t h  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  an  i n s u f f i c i e n t  n u m b e r  o f  
inadequately exper ienced ins t i tu t ions"  ( 1972 : 1-2 I. 
Al though  lndonesia f requen t l y  receives technical  a id  
f r o m  fo re ign  countr ies,  a l l  o f  t h e  socio-pol i t ical 
decisions a re  made by t h e  Indonesian government.  
Un fo r tuna te l y  these decisions are  poor ly  made d u e  t o  
i n e x p e r i e n c e  (Soemard jan  1972 : 2  1 .  I n  a d d i t i o n  
development i s  hampered b y  a lack o f  adequate 
communication between t h e  isolated provinces a n d  t h e  
cent ra l  government i n  Jakarta.  

Another  f ac to r  t h a t  has hampered development in 
Indonesia, especial ly in t h e  more remote areas, i s  t h e  
widespread c o r r u p t i o n  in al l  levels o f  t h e  government.  
T h i s  c o r r u p t i o n  takes  var ious  forms. Customs off ic ials 
demanding b r i b e s  t o  ensure the  e x p o r t  o r  impor t  o f  
shipments. I n  t h e  bank ing  wor ld  b r i bes  are  made t o  
g e t  a loan, w i t h  t h e  bank employee ga in ing  10% o f  t h e  
loan. Embezzlement o f  f unds  earmarked f o r  local 
d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o j e c t s  i s  a lso common ( B u s i n e s s  
l nternat ional  1968 : 13 ) . 



Implementatio,n a t  t h e  Local Level :  T h e  H is to ry  o f  
"Lansat" 

Resettlements i n  lndonesian Borneo are  r e f e r r e d  t o  
as respen. Respen i s  t h e  acronym f o r  Resetelmen 
Penduduk--"resett lement o f  cit izens." In t h i s  s t u d y  
one par t i cu la r  respen i n  East Kalimantan wi l l  be  
examined. In par t i cu la r ,  t h e  process o f  resettlement, 
t h e  implementation o f  nat ional development policies a t  
t he  local level, and how these national development 
policies are i n te rp re ted  a t  t h e  local level wi l l  be  
examined. 

We have g i v e n  t h e  name o f  "Lansat" t o  t h e  
resettlement v i l lage t o  b e  discussed. Lansat i s  
located on a r i v e r  which is  on t h e  mainland o f  East 
Kalimantan near t h e  is land o f  Tarakan.  T h e  respen of 
Lansat is mul t ie thnic,  i nc lud ing  Bulusu' ,  Punan, 
Bulungan, and T i d u n g  peoples as well as a few 
representat ives o f  o the r  lndonesian e thn i c  g roups  such 
as t h e  Timorese. T h e  two g r o u p s  t h a t  are most 
d i rec t l y  affected b y  t h e  reset t lement p ro jec t  a re  t h e  
Bulusu'  and t h e  Punan. 

T h e  B u l u s u l  a r e  a g r o u p  o f  swidden '  
agr icu l tu ra l i s ts  who t rad i t i ona l l y  dwel l  in longhouses 
scattered along t h e  banks  o f  t h e  r i v e r s  in t h e  area. 
The Punan a re  a g r o u p  of nomadic hun te rs  and 
gatherers  who t rad i t iona l ly  inhab i ted  t h e  headwater 
regions o f  the. r i ve rs ,  and who p r e f e r  t o  remain i n  t h e  
i n te r i o r  o f  t h e  jung le  (see G. N . Appel l  1983 1 .  

East Kalimantan is c u r r e n t l y  be ing  explo i ted f o r  
t imber and minerals. As t h e r e  are  p lans  t o  expand 
these operat ions in t h e  fu tu re ,  t h e  semi-official pol icy 
f o r  development. mentioned b y  local of f ic ia ls ,  i s  t o  f r e e  
the  land f o r  t h e  use o f  t h e  t imber  and mineral 
companies. T h u s  t h e  reset t lement o f  t h e  indigenous 
peoples appears t o  be  pa r t i a l l y  mot ivated b y  t h e  
promise o f  economic gain.  

The resett lement o f  t h e  Bu lusu l  and  Punan may 
also b e  motivated by t h e  bel ief  o f  government of f ic ia ls  
t ha t  t he  longhouses t h a t  . they  l i ve  in are disease 
r idden, and should the re fo re  be  eradicated; b y  t h e  

bel ief  t h a t  these "pr imi t i ve"  people have n o  "social 
construct ion," i. e, t h e y  are wi thout  any  formal  society 
in t h e  sense t h a t  t h e y  are perceived no t  t o  have a 
fo rm o f  government,  economy, o r  a su f f i c i en t l y  
developed c u l t u r e  (P r ibad i  1979:371; and b y  t h e  bel ief  
t h a t  t h e  prac t ice  o f  swidden ag r i cu l t u re  w i l l  lead t o  
"catastrophe" w i t h  floods, erosion, ea r th  slides, 
damming o f  t h e  mouths o f  r i v e r s  (P r i bad i  43,1979:37) 
and  loss o f  valuable t imber  occur r ing .  

In t h i s  sect ion o f  t h e  paper 1 am go ing  t o  ou t l ine  
t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  v i l lage o f  Lansat as an i l l us t ra t i on  
o f  how t h e  n a t i o n a l  deve lopmen t  p o l i c i e s  a r e  
implemented a t  t h e  local level b y  local off ic ials. I w i l l  
not, however, d iscuss t h e  consequences o f  t h i s  change 
as t h a t  is t h e  top ic  o f  the fo l lowing paper b y  D r .  
Appel l  . 

I was no t  able t o  ascertain t h e  exact  date o f  t h e  
beg inn ing  o f  t h e  resett lement process in t h i s  area. but 
it appears t h a t  it was in t h e  late s ix t ies or ,  more 
probably,  t h e  ea r l y  seventies. The general t h r u s t  o f  
t h e  resett lement process i s  t o  fo rce  t h e  people t o  move 
t o  t h e  reset t lement v i l lage f rom t h e i r  t rad i t iona l  
vi l lages. 

The  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  resett lement o f  t h e  Bu lusu '  and 
Punan i n  t h i s  area is  complicated b y  t h e  indecision o f  
t h e  development p lanners  i n  Samarinda a n d  Jakarta.  
I n i t i a l l y  t he re  were t o  have been several small 
resett lements f o r  each o f  t he  major r i v e r  systems. The  
f i r s t  s i t e  chosen f o r  t h e  downr iver  Punan and  Bulusu';  
one o f  t he  in i t ia l  small resettlements, was an area 
somewhat sou th  o f  Lansat. Th is  area was chosen b y  
t h e  local o f f i c ia l  in conjunct ion w i t h  t h e  Bu lusu ' .  
A l though t h e  water  was d i r t y  and saline, a n d  t h e  
boats could n o t  en te r  t h e  r i v e r  more t h a t  30 meters, 
i n f o r m a n t s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  i s  was a s a t i s f a c t o r y  
resett lement f o r  t h e  Bu lusu '  and Punan involved.  The  
swiddens were good, t h e r e  was p len ty  o f  f ish,  t h e r e  
were fruit t rees  and  t h e  government of f ic ia ls  did no t  
come f requen t l y  t o  "bo ther "  them. A t  t h i s  po in t  each 
or ig ina l  v i l lage head was g iven a g r a n t  o f  150.000 
rup iahs  w i th  wh ich  t o  purchase a small ou tboard  motor 
f o r  t h e  v i l lage t o  use. 



In the  reset t lement process t h e  or ig ina l  v i l lages 
are aggregated i n  separate areas and  maintain separate 
v i l lage heads. Thus, when g r a n t s  a r e  g i v e n  t h e y  are  
g i ven  t o  each or ig ina l  vi l lage, even though  t h e y  now 
l i ve  in one community. 

A f te r  t h i s  reset t lement was establ ished, it was 
decided tha t  it would b e  easier f o r  t h e  government 
off ic ials if t he re  was on l y  one la rge resett lement f o r  all 
t h e  vi l lages f r o m  t h e  va r i ous  t r i b u t a r i e s  o f  t h e  main 
r i ve r ,  and t h i s  t o  b e  establ ished a t  t h e  Lansat 
location. Hav ing  one reset t lement would reduce t h e  
amount o f  t r a v e l  t h a t  t h e  o f f i c ia l  wou ld  have t o  do. 
One vi l lage o f  Punan moved downr i ve r  i n to  t h i s  la rge 
resett lement area. Then  it was decided by t h e  
development p lanners  t h a t  t h e r e  shou ld  instead be  
th ree  resettlements, two f o r  t h e  u p r i v e r  Bu lusu '  and 
Punan. and one f o r  t h e  d o w n r i v e r  Bu lusu '  and  Punan. 
Because--as one in formant  p u t  it-- t h e y  were s ick  o f  
be ing  moved around, t h e  u p r i v e r  Punan v i l lage re fused  
t o  move from t h e  downr i ve r  reset t lement o f  Lansat  t o  
t h e  u p r i v e r  resett lement. 

I n  1974, af ter  t h e  d iv is ion  o f  t h e  v i l lages in to  
th ree  respen locations, t h e  Bu lusu '  and  Punan were 
t o l d  t o  move t o  t h e i r  a l lo ted respen.  The reset t lement 
o f  Lansat i s  now composed o f  t h e  aggregat ion o f  n ine  
t rad i t iona l  -vi l lages. When t h e  e n t i r e  populat ion i s  
present  i n  the reset t lement t he re  a r e  approximately 870 
people, inc lud ing  a few  Muslim families f r o m  t h e  
T idung  and Bu lungan e thn i c  g roups '  t h a t  have also 
moved in. The  t w o  u p r i v e r  resett lements are  composed 
o f  two and s i x  t rad i t iona l  v i l lages respect ively.  b u t  
inc lude many more coastal Muslim. The u p r i v e r  
resett lements t h u s  have a tota l  populat ion o f  2150 
Bulusu' ,  Punan and Muslim families. The  tota l  area o f  
t h e  th ree  resett lements i s  approximately 9 by 6.7 
miles. The resident ia l  area o f  t h e  respen o f  Lansat  i s  
approximately .5 b y  .5 miles. 

When the  v i l lage o f  Lansat  was set u p  a valuable 
fruit g rove  was c u t  leav ing  t h e  area w i thou t  any  
shade. Th is  bar ren ,  unshaded area was then  la id  o u t  
w i t h  st reets and v i l lage s i tes.  Each or ig ina l  v i l lage 

d rew a number  f o r  a new v i l lage si te. A t  t h i s  t ime 
each head of t h e  o r i g ina l  vi l lages was g i v e n  a p ressu re  
lamp as enticement t o  ge t  t he i r  v i l lage t o  move t o  t h e  
resett lement. D u r i n g  t h i s  pe r i od  o f  t h e  reset t lement 
t h e r e  was a g r e a t  deal o f  un res t  as people were bu l l i ed  
f o r  wear ing lo inc loths and f o r  no t  mov ing t o  t h e  
resett lement. Because the  people did n o t  w i l l i ng l y  
capi tu late t o  t h e  ru les  against wear ing t h e i r  t rad i t iona l  
c l o th ing  a n d  did n o t  build t h e i r  houses in t h e  new 
vil lage, t h e y  were o f ten  forced, a t  gunpo in t ,  t o  s tand  
i n  t h e  r i v e r - - i t  was recounted t h a t  one person was 
fo rced  t o  s t a n d  i n  t h e  r i v e r  during a f lood--or  var ious  
Bu lusu '  and  Punan were forced t o  s tand i n  t h e  sun  al l  
day .  In fo rmants  also repor ted  t h a t  men were  beaten 
and  humi l ia ted b y  hav ing  the i r  lo inc loths r i p p e d  o f f .  

It was also a t  t h i s  time t h a t  a school a n d  medical 
fac i l i t ies were bu i l t - -ne i ther  o f  which have ever  
rece ived m u c h  use. Th ree  mil l ion rup iahs  w o r t h  o f  
medicine was g i v e n  t o  t he  resett lement b y  t h e  
government.  However. much o f  it was never  used a n d  
became outdated a n d  h a d  t o  be  bu r ied .  In add i t ion  
t h e  local hea l th  off ic ial ,  o r  dresser,  was supp l ied  w i t h  
medicines t h a t  he  does not  have t h e  knowledge o r  
equipment t o  administer .  

The  medical fac i l i t ies are now closed a n d  the re  i s  
s t i l l  a la rge  amount o f  medicine s i t t i n g  unused in t h e  
building. Acco rd ing  t o  the  dresser,  t h e  medicines 
locked i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g  are  useless because " they  are  
f o r  i l lnesses t h a t  d o  n o t  occur in Lansat." Medicines 
are  no  longer  g i ven  t o  t h e  resett lement, b u t  t h e  
dresser  purchases t h e  medical suppl ies o u t  o f  h i s  own 
p a y  a n d  t h e n  charges f o r  them. 

In 1976 a f i s t  fight between a g r o u p  o f  local 
Muslim and  a g r o u p  o f  Bu lusu '  a n d  Punan b r o k e  ou t  
when a Musl im man said tha t  t he  Bu lusu '  and  Punan 
had  a b a d  smell f r om eat ing p o r k .  The  Bu lusu '  and  
Punan perce ive  t h a t  t h e y  were v ic to r ious  in t h e i r  fight 
a n d  s h o r t l y  t he rea f te r  t h e  Bu lusu '  a n d  Punan moved 
o u t  o f  t he  reset t lement vi l lage a n d  r e t u r n e d  t o  t he i r  
t rad i t iona l  v i l lages.  A t  t h i s  time t h e  local government  
o f f i c ia l  also l e f t  t h e  resett lement. 



In 1978 a .new o f f i c ia l  a r r i v e d  in Lansat  and  t h e  
process of moving t h e  Bu lusu '  and  Punan i n to  t h e  
resettlement was s ta r ted  again. Each household l i s ted  
in the  census was promised a g r a n t  ,made u p  o f  t h e  
following items: 90,000 rupiahs;  45 pieces o f  sheet 
metal f o r  roof ing; 75 boards; o r  a smaller number of 
boards and  10-15,000 addi t ional  rup iahs .  In addi t ion 
each household received f rom t h e  community f u n d  20 
boards, 2 t o  4 k i los  o f  nails, and  several  beams t o  
bu i l d  houses in t h e  respen.  However. t h e  Bu lusu '  and  
Punan d i d  no t  receive t h e  amount t h a t  t h e y  were 
promised as much o f  t h e  cash al loted t o  purchase t h e  
materials is repo r ted  t o  have been embezzled b y  t h e  
local off ic ials. As a resu l t  many of t h e  Bu lusu '  and 
Punan were fo rced  t o  sel l  some of t h e i r  valuable jars 
t o  subsidize t h e  building. o f  t h e i r  new houses. 

In 1980 and 1981. a t  t h e  t ime o f  t h i s  s tudy ,  t h e  
resettlement v i l lage was on l y  i n te rm i t t en t l y  inhab i ted  as 
many o f  t he  Bu lusu '  and  Punan maintained t h e i r  
or iginal vi l lages a n d  swiddens, r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  
resettlement area when p ressu red  b y  government 
personnel o r  , w h e n  t h e r e  was a h ia tus  i n  swidden 
act ivi t ies. 'Despite t h e  bel ief  o f  t h e  local officials, 
there is not  enough swidden space a t  t h e  resett lement 
t o  sustain t h e  reset t lement populat ion. However, t he re  
are a few famil ies who are  trying t o  b u i l d  t h e i r  
swiddens w i th in  t h e  resett lement boundar ies.  - 

The local '  o f f i c ia ls  s t i l l  bu l l y ,  th reaten and  
humiliate t h e  Bu lusu '  and Punan. However, t hey  no 
longer beat  them o r  f o rce  them in to  t h e  r i v e r  a f t e r  a 
delegation complained t o  t h e  gove rno r  o f  t h e  province.  
The Bulusu'  and  Punan are f requen t l y  g i ven  g r a n t s  
f o r  outboard engines, chainsaws, sewing machines and  
other items, a n d  a po r t i on  o f  each g r a n t  i s  s t i l l  
embezzled b y  t h e  local of f ic ia ls .  

In 1981 a new school was const ruc ted.  ( T h e  o ld  
school was b u r n e d  down . )  A n d  sho r t l y  thereaf te r  t h e  
Javanese teacher began t o  ho ld  classes. O n l y  a few 
chi ldren a t tend t h e  school and  then  o n l y  when t h e y  
are not needed t o  he lp  w i t h  t h e  gardens.  

A t  t h e  t ime o f  t h i s  s t u d y  the re  appeared t o  be  an 

uneasy t r u c e  between t h e  Bu lusu '  and Punan a n d  t h e  
government, w i th  t h e  Bu lusu '  and Punan mainta in ing 
m u c h  o f  t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  way  o f  l i f e  a n d  t h e  
government a l lowing a cer ta in  amount of t h i s  t o  g o  on.  

Conclusion 

As was mentioned earl ier,  t he re  is a d i s p a r i t y  
between t h e  exp l i c i t  goals o f  t h e  national development 
p lans and t h e  actual implementation o f  these p lans.  
Th is  d i spa r i t y  i s  due t o  t he  fac t  t h a t  a t  t h e  local level 
t he re  are  a g r e a t  many values, bel iefs a n d  stereotypes 
t h a t  color t h e  in te rpre ta t ion  o f  t he  development p lans.  

While t h e  nat ional ly  generated goals o f  development 
a re  ones t h a t  i nsu re  economic g r o w t h  f o r  Indonesia, 
wh ich  necessari ly inc ludes t h e  resett lement o f  t h e  
indigenous peoples t o  make way f o r  t h e  exp lo i ta t ion  o f  
t i m b e r  a n d  m i n e r a l  r e s o u r c e s ,  t h e  g o a l s  f o r  
development on  t h e  local level invo lve  an Islamization 
o r  Javanizat ion o f  t h e  indigenous peoples. These local 
goals inc lude an element of cu l t u ra l  imperialism as t h e  
Muslim and Javanese perceive t h a t  t h e  indigenous 
people are i n fe r i o r  t o  themselves. It is  because o f  t h i s  
fee l ing  o f  supe r io r i t y  t h a t  t h e  Muslim and Javanese 
are  so eager t o  teach and  change t h e  indigenous 
peop le  u n t i l  t h e y  fit t h e  a c c e p t e d  l i . e .  
Islamic/Javanese) model o f  moderni ty .  Th is  bel ief  in 
Javanizat ion o r  Islamization stems f rom t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
t h e  local government officials are Islamic, a n d  many o f  
them are  also Javanese. 

These  loca l  o f f i c i a l s  a lso p e r c e i v e  t h a t  t h e  
"pr imi t i ve  peoples" are an embarrassment t o  t h e i r  
c o u n t r y  t h a t  i s  s t r i v i n g  t o  become modernized. T o  t h e  
local officials "p r imi t i ve  peoples'' a re  people who walk 
around w i thout  a s h i r t  on, who do not  wear, s to re  
bough t  clothes, a n d  who have long ha i r .  Therefore, in 
the  resett lement o f  t h e  Bu lusu '  and Punan it is  these 
aspects o f  t h e i r  p r im i t i ve  background t h a t  t h e  o f f i c ia ls  
t r y  t o  erase f i r s t .  However, it is  i r on i c  t h a t  in t h e  
e f f o r t  t o  be  modernized t h e  local of f ic ia ls  f o rce  t h e  
Bu lusu '  and  Punan t o  g i v e  u p  t h e i r  t rad i t iona l  
loincloths in exchange f o r  jockey shor ts  o r  swimming 



briefs. nei ther  .o f  wh ich  p r o v i d e  more cover  o r  modesty 
than t h e  loincloths, a n d  sometimes less. 

One o f  t he  major fa i lu res  o f  t h e  development plans 
o f  the  lndonesian government is t h e  fac t  t h a t  t h e  
government's socio-cul turd l  percept ion o f  people such 
as the  Bulusul  and  t h e  Punan is  uninformed. Because 
of t h i s  lack o f  in format ion t h e  national development 
po l ic ies  a r e  i n a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  
indigenous peoples and  t h e i r  envi ronment.  These 
plans are also sel f -defeat ing as t h e  in te res ts  o f  t h e  
local people are lost  s i g h t  o f  and  sacr i f i ced t o  t h e  
larger  issues o f  modernization, b o t h  nat ional ly  and  
locally def ined. As a r e s u l t  t h e r e  is  a tendency f o r  
indigenous people t o  be  reduced t o  p o v e r t y  and become 
land impoverished. 
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RESETTLEMENT OF THE BULUSU1 I N  
INDONESIAN BORNEO: 

SOCIAL CONSEQUENCES1 

George N. Appel l  
Department  o f  Anthropo logy  

Brande is  Un ive rs i t y  

T h e  Bu lusu '  a re  a people o f  East Kalimantan. 
Indonesia. To  unders tand  the  social consequences of 
t h e i r  removal t o  t h e  resett lement area, it w i l l  be 
n e c e s s a r y  f i r s t  t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  
sociocul tura l  organizat ion.  

T h e  Bu lusu '  a re  longhouse dwel lers a n d  swidden 
agr icu l tu ra l i s ts .  Post-nupt ia l  residence i s  vir i local,  and  
a b r i de -p r i ce  i s  pa id  o f  gongs, jars, cannon, a n d  
var ious  o the r  items. T h e  k insh ip  system i s  essent ia l ly  
o f  t h e  Eskimo t ype .  

The  developmental cyc le of t h e  Bu lusu '  domestic 
fami ly  d i f f e r s  f rom t h a t  o f  t h e  Rungus and Iban.  T h e  
domestic fami ly  i s  a pa t r i la te ra l  extended fami ly .  I t  
occupies a longhouse apartment and is  t yp i ca l l y  
composed o f  t h e  two  founders,  t h e i r  unmarr ied  
daughters,  t h e i r  unmarr ied  and marr ied  sons, t h e  
wives o f  t h e  sons, a n d  ch i ld ren o f  t h e  sons. T h i s  i s  
p r imar i l y  a consumption u n i t  and  no t  a p roduc t i on  
unit. T h e r e  i s  one hearth, b u t  each nuclear  fami ly  in 
t h e  apartment  has i t s  own swidden and i t s  own 
swidden house. T h e  nuclear family spends much o f  i t s  
t ime i n  i t s  swidden house d u r i n g  t h e  ag r i cu l t u ra l  year .  
B u t  when l i v i n g  together  i n  t h e  longhouse apartment, 
each nuclear  fami ly  cont r ibu tes  food f rom i t s  own 
swidden t o  t h e  domestic economy. 

A son w i t h  h i s  own fami ly  wi l l  remain in h i s  
f a the r ' s  apartment  until h i s  ch i l d ren  have reached 
marriageable age. He wi l l  t hen  'bu i ld  h i s  own 
longhouse apartment, from which h is  ch i l d ren  wi l l  
mar ry ,  on t o  t h e  longhouse i n  which h is  f a the r  dwells, 



and t h e  th ree .  generat ional  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t he  fami ly  w i l l  
be created again. However, t h e  e ldest  son remains in 
his parents '  apartment  t o  care f o r  them in t h e i r  o ld  
age. 

Vil lage organizat ion i s  no t  complex. The re  is  a 
vi l lage headman, appointed b y  t h e  government, a n d  a 
number o f  male and female shaman, who are  employed 
general ly  f o r  c u r i n g  i l lness. The re  are  no he red i ta ry  
c lasses .  Each v i l l a g e  c o n s i s t s  i d e a l l y  o f  one  
longhouse. In add i t ion  each nuclear  fami ly  bu i l ds  a 
f i e l d  house. If a g r o u p  o f  famil ies are  cu l t i va t i ng  an 
area f a r  f rom the  longhouse and i n tend  t o  remain i n  
t h a t  p a r t  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  t e r r i t o r y  f o r  s e v e r a l  
agr icu l tu ra l  seasons, t h e y  may make t h e i r  f i e l d  houses 
together in t h e  f o r m  o f  a longhouse, b u t  a smaller 
vers ion.  

The  v i l lage cont ro ls  a l a rge  t r a c t  o f  f o res t  where 
t h e  vi l lage members have t rad i t i ona l l y  cu l t i va ted  
swiddens. Under cer ta in  condi t ions i n  t h e  past  when 
fo res t  p roducts  .were more valuable, cer ta in  vi l lages 
developed more d is t inc t .  h a r d  boundar ies.  B u t  usua l ly  
t he  boundary  o f  t h e  v i l lage t e r r i t o r y  is  ind is t inc t .  
Instead o f  t he  emphasis on  land and i t s  boundaries, 
the vi l lage was def ined more by t h e  area o f  d i spu te  
resolut ion t h a t  was u n d e r  cont ro l  o f  t h e  headman. 
That  is, t he re  were no res t r i c t i ons  on  a fo re ign  fami ly  
cu l t i va t ing  i n  a v i l lage area, b u t  if t h i s  were done 
wi thout  t h e  approval  o f  t h e  v i l lage headman, such 
act ion p u t  t h e  cu l t i va to r  beyond t h e  pro tec t ion  o f  t h e  
vi l lage adat. 

The  system o f  land t e n u r e  is  o f  t h e  c i r cu la t i ng  
t y p e  (Appe l l  1983). When a d isused swidden area 
reve r t s  back t o  forest ,  it r e t u r n s  t o  t h e  area o f  
disposal o f  t he  v i l lage (Haar  1948). and  it can be  used 
by anyone. That  is, no  permanent- r i g h t s  ove r  t h e  area 
are created by cu l t i va t i ng  it, 'unless f r u i t  t rees  a re  
p lanted i n  the  o ld  swidden. 

F r u i t  i s  a major c r o p  o f  t h e  Bulusu' ,  s ign i f i cant ly  
more than  any o the r  swidden cu l t i va t i ng  g r o u p  t h a t  I 
am aware of in Borneo. However, on ly  eve ry  3 t o  7 
years are the re  major f r u i t i n g  seasons. A n d  it is  a t  

those times t h a t  new fruit groves  are  p lan ted i n  t h e  
c u r r e n t  swidden area. 

T h i s  summary prov ides  t h e  basic sociocul tura l  
p r o f i l e  o f  t h e  B u l u s u ' .  I now t o  t u r n  t o  t h e  
sociocul tura l  changes t h a t  are occu r r i ng  as a r e s u l t  o f  
t h e  removal o f  t h e  Bu lusu '  t o  t h e  reset t lement area a n d  
t h e  a t tendant  hea l th  consequences. Some o f  these 
changes were imposed b y  the  administ rators o f  t h e  
resett lement, and  o thers  are second level changes as a 
consequence o f  t h e  imposed changes. Few o f  t h e  
imposed social changes were necessary t o  achieve t h e  
stated goals o f  t h e  resett lement pol icies. 

The  resident ia l  sect ion o f  t h e  resett lement area was 
d i v ided  u p  i n t o  cont iguous hamlets, w i t h  each hamlet 
assigned t o  one v i l lage.  Thus, all t h e  members o f  one 
v i l lage l i ved  i n  a c lear ly  demarcated area, a long w i t h  
t h e i r  headman. Fami l ies-  were i ns t ruc ted  t o  b u i l d  
ind iv idua l  houses, a n d  a vi l lage of f ice was also b u i l t  
f o r  t h e  headman. Near t h e  boat land ing  were 
const ruc ted t h e  off ices, combined w i t h  living quar ters ,  
o f  t h e  dresser, school teacher, and  assistant  d i s t r i c t  
of f icer ,  a long w i t h  a small s t r u c t u r e  t h a t  se rved  as a 
temporary jai l .  Also located near these bui , ld ings was 
a small shop owned by a Muslim. About  t h r e e  rows 
back f r o m  t h e  l and ing  a school was bu i l t ,  a n d  also a 
small cottage hospital ,  which was never  used.  A 
mosque. used p r imar i l y  d u r i n g  Ramadan, was also 
const ruc ted near  t h e  landing.  

Th i s  f o rm o f  settlement pa t te rn  resu l t s  in t h e  
Punan, Bu lusu '  and  Coastal Muslim be ing  res ident ia l l y  
segregated, but nevertheless t h r u s t  together  in t h e  
use o f  t h e  reset t lement services such as store, 
landing, a th le t ic  f ields, and government off ices. 
T e n s i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e s e  e t h n i c  commun i t i es  h a s  
sometimes resu l ted  in f igh ts .  T h e  ones we observed 
were usua l ly  between young  adolescents engaged in 
p lay  t h a t  g o t  o u t  o f  hand, and sides were d r a w n  u p  
on e thn ic  l ines. 

We observed a considerable amount o f  ant isocial 
ac t iv i ty .  especial ly steal ing. For  example, one cou ld  
no t  leave one's longboat equipment a t  t h e  landing, as 



i s  usual  u n d e r  t r ad i t i ona l  condi t ions,  as t h e  equ ipment  
f r e q u e n t l y  wou ld  d isappear ,  a n d  sometimes even  t h e  
longboat  i t se l f .  T h e  p o i n t  b e i n g  i s  t h a t  t h e  res iden t ia l  
dens i t y  i s  much  h i g h e r  t h a n  t h e  res i den t s  a r e  used  t o  
i n  t h e i r  own v i l lages,  a n d  f u r t he rmore ,  t h e y  a re  n o t  
accustomed t o  l i v i n g  cheek  by jowl w i t h  s t r a n g e  e thn i c  
g roups ,  whom t h e y  r e a l l y  d o  n o t  t r u s t .  I  f r a n k l y  do  
no t  know what  wou ld  b e  b e t t e r :  e i t he r  geograph ica l l y  
spacing t h e  hamlets f u r t h e r  apar t ,  o r  complete ly  
i n t e rm ing l i ng  t h e  houses o f  members o f  t h e  va r i ous  
e thn i c  g roups  i n  t h e  set t lement .  

A l l  t rees, even  t h e  f r u i t  t rees,  we re  c u t  down  i n  
p r e p a r i n g  t h e  res iden t ia l  s i te,  so t h a t  t h e  area i s  now 
ex t remely  ho t .  T h i s  i s  exacerba ted  b y  t h e  issuance o f  
metal r oo f i ng  f o r  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  domest ic houses.  T h e  
Bu lusu l  were p r e v e n t e d  f r o m  b u i l d i n g  longhouses, w i t h  
t h e  reason g i v e n  t h a t  t h e y  were  unsan i t a r y .  However,  
a mile o r  so down t h e  r i v e r  a re  two  t imbe r  company 
areas w i t h  hous ing  f o r  t h e  l abo re r s  t h a t  a re  essen t ia l l y  
longhouses, but much  smal ler p e r  u n i t  fami ly  a n d  
w i t hou t  t h e  usua l  ecology t h a t  a ids  i n  t h e  san i ta t ion  o f  
t h e  t r ad i t i ona l  longhouses.  I  r e f e r  t o  t h e  use  o f  p i g s  
a n d  ch ickens  t h a t  c lean u p  t h e  re fuse  a n d  t u r n  o v e r  
a n y t h i n g  t h a t  m i g h t  con ta in  wate r  and  t h e r e b y  become 
a b reed ing  g r o u n d  f o r  mosquitoes. Y e t  these  labor  
l ines were no t  pe rce i ved  t o  b e  unsan i t a r y .  

The  i nd i v i dua l  houses t h a t  t h e  B u l u s u l  we re  
r e q u i r e d  t o  b u i l d  were  o f  sawn t imbe r  i n v o l v i n g  a 
c lapboard  e x t e r i o r  wal l .  T h i s  r e q u i r e d  an  unusua l  
expense t h a t  many  B u l u s u '  f o u n d  h a r d  t o  meet. T h e  
houses a re  small, so t h a t  t h e  pa t r i l i nea l  ex tended  
fami ly  has a d i f f i c u l t  t ime f i t t i n g  i n t o  them, and  it i s  
expected t h a t  each nuc lea r  fami ly  shou ld  even tua l l y  
have  i t s  own house. One o f  t h e  major d rawbacks  of 
these domiciles i s  t h a t  t h e y  a re  too small t o  c a r r y  o n  
t h e  t rad i t iona l  B u l u s u '  ceremonies f o r  wedd ings  o r  f o r  
i l lness and  death, w h i c h  i n v o l v e  per fo rmances  by 
shaman. 

Pigs were n o t  a l lowed i n  t h e  res iden t ia l  area in 
deference t o  t h e  Musl im i nhab i t an t s .  T h i s  may r e s u l t  
i n  lower  p r o t e i n  in take .  However ,  t h e  most ser ious  
problem was t h e  use  o f  t h e  r i v e r  b o t h  as a l a t r i n e  a n d  

f o r  d r i n k i n g  wate r .  U n d e r  cond i t ions  o f  lower  
dens i t ies  o f  populat ion,  it i s  poss ib le  t h a t  t h i s  wou ld  
n o t  p r e s e n t  a san i ta t ion  problem, p a r t i c u l a r l y  i f  t h e r e  
were  a su f f i c i en t  number  o f  f i s h  i n  t h e  r i v e r  t o  
p e r f o r m  c l e a n i n g  f u n c t i o n s .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  f i s h  
popu la t ion  has been dep le ted  as a r e s u l t  o f  o v e r f i s h i n g  
by t h e  res i den t s  o f  t h e  reset t lement  area, a n d  t h e  
high d e n s i t y  o f  popu la t ion  a long t h i s  s t r e t c h  o f  t h e  
r i v e r  has c rea ted  a s i tua t ion  i n  wh i ch  f l o a t i n g  feces 
were  a common occu r rence  a n d  t roublesome when 
b a t h i n g  o r  g a t h e r i n g  wate r .  I suspec t  t h a t  t h e  r i v e r  
r ep resen ted  a n  epidemic wa i t ing  t o  happen.  

T h e  i n c r e a s e d  d e n s i t i e s  o f  p e o p l e  w i l l  a l s o  
agg rava te  t h e  inc idence  of in fec t ious  diseases as does 
t h e  inc reased t r a v e l  a n d  contact  w i t h  t h e  ou t s i de  w o r l d  
t h a t  has a r i sen  as a r e s u l t  o f  t imber  exp lo i ta t ion ,  o i l  
exp lorat ion,  a n d  t h e  establ ishment  o f  t h e  rese t t lement  
p rog ram.  T h i s  h a d  a l ready  become a p rob lem f o r  t h e  
more  usua l  ch i l dhood  diseases be fo re  removal t o  t h e  
rese t t lement  area. I n  one r i v e r  bas in  i n  one  y e a r  
abou t  one third o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n  d i e d  f r o m  measles a n d  
i t s  compl icat ions.  B u t  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  i n t e r e s t  i n  
i n s t i t u t i n g  mass  i n o c u l a t i o n s  f o r  t h e s e  h i g h l y  
con tag ious  diseases t h a t  p resen t  a p rob lem d u r i n g  t h i s  
p e r i o d  o f  r a p i d  social  change.  

T h e  res i den t  d resse r  p r o v i d e d  minimal medical a id .  
Whether t h i s  was t h e  p r i m a r y  f a u l t  o f  t h e  d r e s s e r  o r  
t h e  s u p p o r t  g i v e n  h im  b y  t h e  medical depa r tmen t  i s  
n o t  known .  A n d  h e  did no t  t r a v e l  t o  v i l l ages  whe re  
t h e  popu la t ion  had  n o t  a l l  moved t o  t h e  rese t t lement  
area o r  t o  sw idden areas where  t h e  f a r m i n g  popu la t ion  
was i n  res idence  d u r i n g  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  season. H is  
level  o f  knowledge o n  medical mat te rs  was de f i c i en t .  
In some ins tances  h i s  ac t i v i t i es  were a n  ac t i ve  t h r e a t  
t o  t h e  hea l t h  o f  t h e  communi ty .  He p r o v i d e d  an 
an t i b i o t i c  f o r  T B ,  b u t  did no t  g i v e  t h e  second 
an t i b i o t i c  necessary  t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  development  o f  
an t i b i o t i c  r e s i s t a n t  bac i l l us .  Hypodermic  needles were  
n e v e r  t h o r o u g h l y  s te r i l i zed ,  as t h e  wate r  was n e v e r  
pe rm i t t ed  t o  come t o  a bo i l  when p r e p a r i n g  needles.  

T h e  t r ad i t i ona l  d r e s s  o f  t h e  B u l u s u '  men was a 
lo inc lo th .  A t  a l l  leve ls  o f  admin is t ra t ion  t h i s  d r e s s  i s  



perceived as ,  "p r imi t i ve"  o r  indecent .  In t h e  ear ly  
days o f  t he  ' reset t lement area, we were t o l d  t h a t  all 
t h e  males were made t o  l i ne  u p  b y  t h e  Javanese 
resettlement workers,  a n d  t h e i r  lo inc loths were 
s t r ipped of f ,  t h r o w n  in a bar re l ,  and  t h e y  were 
handed shorts.  One man who pers is ted  in wear ing h i s  
nat ive dress was made t o  s tand  outs ide in t h e  s u n  all 
day  t o  "dry out . "  T h e r e  i s  a v e r y  s t r o n g  informal 
pressure f o r  t h e  Bu lusu '  t o  g i v e  up t h e i r  na t i ve  dress  
b y  al l  the  Coastal Muslim groups,  as t h e y  are  r i d i cu led  
when they  wear it. However, t h e  shor ts  worn  b y  t h e  
Coastal Muslim people are sometimes o n l y  jockey 
undershorts and  a re  much more reveal ing.  

Th is  fo rm o f  dehumanizat ion had been occu r r i ng  
p r i o r  t o  t h e  creat ion o f  resett lements. When Bu lusu '  
males went t o  t h e  nearby  town, t h e  local pol ice 
harassed them f o r  wear ing  lo inc loths so t h a t  now 
loincloths are  worn  o n l y  in t h e  home v i l lages o r  d u r i n g  
ceremonies. 

On establ ishment o f  t h e  reset t lement center ,  t h e  
Bulusul  were "g iven rel igion," as t h e  process is  
re fe r red  t o  by some admin is t ra t ive  personnel .  Tha t  i s  
they  were g i ven  t h e  choice o f  convers ion t o  one o f  t h e  
major wor ld re l ig ions  t h a t  a re  recognized b y  t h e  
government. T h e  Bu lusu '  a re  perceived no t  t o  have 
re l ig ion by some, a n d  b y  o the rs  n o t  t o  have a bel ief  in 
a creator god. T h e r e  is  t h e  widespread bel ief i n  
Indonesia tha t ' t hose  who do no t  have a re l ig ion  may be 
communists. Therefore,  t h e  Bu lusu '  conver ted  e i ther  
t o  Islam, Catholicism, o r  KlNGMl (Kemah lnjil Gereja 
Maseh Indonesia--"Gospel Tabernacle Chr i s t i an  C h u r c h  
o f  Indonesia").  T h e r e  was a Cathol ic mission i n  
Tarakan t h a t  v i s i t ed  t h e  Bu lusu '  a n d  t h e  KlNGMl had  
a major center  in Tarakan.  However. t h e r e  i s  some 
consternation in t h e  depar tment  o f  re l ig ion  a t  t h e  
Residency off ices because t h e y  .did f i n d  o u t  t h a t  in t h e  
Bulusul  re l ig ion  t h e r e  was a creator  god, and  t h i s  
seemed t o  suggest  t h a t  t h e r e  was no  need f o r  f o r c i n g  
conversion. 

The funera l  pract ices o f  t h e  Bu lusu '  a re  of fensive 
t o  the  Muslim administ rators.  Trad i t iona l ly  f o r  t h e  
Bulusu', a f t e r  a s h o r t  pe r i od  o f  u p  t o  a day  f o r  

v iewing t h e  body, it is  placed i n  a casket ca rved  f rom 
a t r e e  t r u n k  and  sealed. T h i s  casket m igh t  remain in 
t h e  longhouse f o r  u p  t o  a year o r  more u n t i l  a l l  t h e  
re la t ives  had  accumulated enough suppl ies t o  ho ld  a 
fune ra l  feast.  Then t h e  casket is p u t  i n  a ra ised 
fune ra ry  house f o r  permanent entombment. 

T h e  Muslim b u r i a l  f o rm involves sewing t h e  corpse 
in a c lo th  and  b u r i a l  in a g r a v e  before  sundown on  t h e  
d a y  o f  d e a t h .  I n  one s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  M r s .  
Appel l-Warren observed, a ch i l d  had  d ied  in t h e  
reset t lement area, a n d  t h e  parents  were in a quandary  
about  managing t h e  funera l .  They wanted t o  r e t u r n  t o  
t h e i r  o l d  v i l lage t o  ho ld  t h e  funera l  ceremonies and  
entombment t he re .  B u t  t h e  assistant d i s t r i c t  o f f i ce r  
f o r b a d  them t o  leave t h e  resett lement area, a n d  a r g u e d  
t h a t  now t h a t  t h e y  l i ved  in t h e  reset t lement t h e y  
shou ld  b u r y  t h e i r  ch i l d  there, and  immediately. T h e  
government of f icer  was a f ra id  t h a t  if t h e  fami ly  went  
back t o  i t s  own v i l lage and the  t rad i t iona l  r i t e s  were 
c a r r i e d  out, t h e  b o d y  in the  cof f in  m igh t  b e  s to red  f o r  
a yea r  o r  so in t h e  longhouse till enough expenses 
were accumulated f o r  t h e  full funeral  ceremony. B u t  
t h e  on l y  place set aside f o r  bu r i a l  i n  t h e  reset t lement 
was where an u p r i v e r  Punan had been bu r ied .  Us ing  
t h i s  v io lated t h e  Bu lusu l  adat, as it was a r i t u a l  
of fense t o  entomb a corpse in a v i l lage entombment 
area wh ich  was no t  one's own. The usual f ine  was a 
heavy  one, r e q u i r i n g  a f i n e  ja r .  The  assistant d i s t r i c t  
o f f i cer  changed t h e  f i n e  t o  a p late and  a kn i fe .  

So t h e r e  was a g r e a t  deal of d i t h e r i n g  a f te r  t h e  
death o f  t h e  ch i l d  as t o  what t h e  parents  were t o  do. 
F ina l ly  t h e y  acquiesced t o  t h e  demands o f  t h e  
government of f icer .  b u t  le f t  t h e  resett lement area f o r  
t h e i r  o l d  v i l lage once t h e  entombment had  been done. 
The whole a f fa i r  p rec ip i ta ted  a great  deal o f  tension 
and anx ie t y  on t h e  p a r t  of t h e  Bu lusu '  family, a n d  an 
i nab i l i t y  t o  f u l l y  wo rk  o u t  t h e i r  g r i e f  in t h e  t rad i t iona l  
way. A n d  one wonders what impact these new forms 
wi l l  have on t h e  psychological heal th of t h e  Bu lusu '  
g i ven  t h e  f ind ings  on the  s tudy  o f  bereavement. 
Trad i t iona l  ceremonial behaviors are c r i t i ca l  t o  t h e  
w o r k i n g  t h r o u g h  o f  g r ie f .  and the re  a re  g r a v e  
p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a n d  p h y s i o l o g i c a l  consequences  of 



i n t e r r u p t i o n s '  i n  t h e  normal g r i e v i n g  process (see 
Appell n . d .  I. 

Bulusu'  weddings are  now t a k i n g  a d i f f e r e n t  form. 
The local Muslim administ rator  o f  t h e  resett lement 
center now i s  p r e s s u r i n g  al l  Bu lusu '  who have chosen 
t h e  Muslim re l ig ion  t o  c a r r y  o u t  a Musl im wedding. 
And  th i s  has an impact on t h e  t rad i t iona l  r e d i s t r i b u t i v e  
system o f  t h e  Bulusul .  

Weddings, funerals,  and b r i d e  p r i c e  payments al l  
involved the  red i s t r i bu t i on  of  goods in t h e  form of 
food and drink t o  t h e  l a rge r  Bu lusu '  community. T h e  
Muslim administ rators o f  t h e  reg ion  perce ive  t h a t  t h i s  
is an unconscionable waste o f  money. A n d  as a resu l t  
t hey  are trying t o  d iscourage these t rad i t ions .  On t h e  
o t h e r  h a n d  t h e y  a r e  r e q u i r i n g  t h e  B u l u s u '  t o  
part icipate i n  fes t iva ls  t h a t  t hey  organize f o r  honor ing  
polit ical candidates o r  v i s i t i n g  of f ic ia ls .  A n d  t h e  
Bulusu' find t h a t  t h e  cont r ibu t ions  towards  t h e  
expenses of' these, e i t he r  in t h e  f o r m  o f  foodstu f fs  o r  
money, is more d i f f i c u l t  t o  meet over  a year 's  time 
than t h e  expenses f o r  t h e i r  t rad i t iona l  ceremonial l i fe .  
I find it fasc ina t ing  t h a t  T ibb les  (1957) .  in h i s  
descript ion o f  t h e  economic impact o f  reserva t ion  l i fe  
on  the  Plains Ind ians  descr ibes almost exac t ly  similar 
at t i tudes on t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  Un i ted  States t r i b a l  
a d m i n i s t r a t ~ r s  and  similar consequences. 

In the  des t ruc t ion  of a na t i ve  economic system, I 
hypothesize t h a t  p reda to ry  t r a d e r s  can b e  a usual 
concomitance. Pa r t  o f  t h e  reason f o r  t h i s  includes t h e  
fol lowing fac tors :  ( a )  t h e  reset t led  g r o u p  has been 
either dehumanized by t h e  administrat ion, o r  allowed t o  
be by c iv i l ian personnel  in the  region, so t h a t  t r ade rs  
perceive them in less than  human terms, wh ich  permits 
t he  t raders  t o  t r e a t  t h e  populat ion in unscrupu lous  
ways; ( b l  t he  e thn ic  g r o u p  has been d e p r i v e d  o f  i t s  
power b y  the  administrat ion, so t h a t  it is  essential ly 
powerless t o  deal w i t h  p reda to ry  t raders.  a n d  t h e y  
have not  y e t  learned t o  use t h e  national o r  regional  
system o f  justice; a n d  ( c )  as reservat ions are  usual ly  
established o n  t h e  geographical f r o n t i e r s  o f  an 
administrat ive system, cont ro l  systems t o  p r e v e n t  
f lagrant  abuses b y  e i ther  administ rat ive personnel,  

those who p r o v i d e  serv ices t o  t h e  reservat ion,  o r  t h e  
local c iv i l ian  populat ion are seldom insta l led u n t i l  la ter  
phases  o f  t h e  deve lopmen t  t r a j e c t o r y  o f  t h e  
reserva t ion .  

I n  t h e  Lansat resett lement center, a s to re  was 
establ ished by a representa t ive  of t h e  major Musl im 
fami ly  in t h e  area, a fami ly  t h a t  always enter ta ined t h e  
d i s t r i c t  o f f i cer  when he v is i ted  t h e  area. As a resu l t ,  
t h i s  Musl im t r a d e r  could bring to  bear  t h e  f o r c e  o f  t h e  
administ rat ion t o  re in force  h is  economic interests,  such  
as t h e  repayment o f  debts, t h e  seizing o f  p r o p e r t y  f o r  
debts, whether these actions were jus t i f ied  o r  not .  

The  economic s i tuat ion for  t h e  Bu lusu '  in t h e  
resett lement area is  no t  as good as prev ious ly .  T h e r e  
i s  l i t t l e  employment a n d  not  su f f i c ien t  area f o r  c u t t i n g  
swiddens. Some s t i l l  c u t  swiddens i n  t h e i r  t r ad i t i ona l  
area, r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  resettlement center  on l y  when 
the re  are  v i s i t s  b y  government of f ic ia ls  t o  t h e  center .  
O the rs  are  mak ing swiddens in t h e  area of t h e  
resettlement. even though  t h e  soil i s  o f  lower qua l i t y  
and  the re  is  n o t  t h e  same oppor tun i t y  t o  p lan t  
o rcha rds  o n  swidden land go ing  back i n to  fo res t .  
Others  have sought  wage labor t o  suppor t  themselves. 
T h e  Mus l im  t r a d e r  e s t a b l i s h e d  c o n t a c t  w i t h  a 
con t rac t i ng  f i r m  in Tarakan f o r  r o c k  t o  c r u s h  f o r  road  
bal last.  A n d  h e  employed a few local Bu lusu '  t o  
ga ther  rock  f rom t h e  r i v e r  bed.  However, t h i s  
cont rac t  eventua l ly  went  bad, and t h e  Bu lusu '  were 
no t  p a i d  fo r  t h e  r o c k  t h a t  t h e y  had  gathered.  

Previ.ously t h e  Bu lusu '  had  sold f r u i t ,  vegetables, 
r ice, a n d  manioc t o  Tarakan, t h e  major commercial 
center  in t h e  area. Tarakan has been g r o w i n g  as t h e  
resu l t  o f  o i l  explo i tat ion a n d  t imber ex t rac t ion  a n d  
needs foodstuffs t h a t  t h e  Bu lusu l  were se l l ing  a t  t h e  
local markets.  However, because o f  b e i n g  removed 
from t h e i r  normal areas of ag r i cu l t u ra l  act ivi t ies, t h e  
Bu lusu l  a re  n o  longer  able t o  ga ther  as much fruit 
f rom t h e i r  o rcha rds  as t h e y  had in t h e  past, a n d  t h e  
new swiddens i n  t h e  resett lement area, o r  close by ,  
are no t  as p roduc t i ve  as the i r  t rad i t iona l  v i l lage areas. 
Th i s  suggests t h a t  t h e  expo r t  o f  foodstuf fs  w i l l  even 
deter iorate f u r t h e r  in t h e  f u t u r e .  A t  t h e  time of o u r  



study,  our  informants estimated t h a t  t he re  had  been a 
d r o p  o f  40% t o  50% in t h e  e x p o r t  o f  food t o  Tarakan.  
And one Muslim t rader ,  who covered a number o f  r i v e r  
systems i n  h i s  act iv i t ies,  prophesied t h a t  t h e  r i v e r  
basin of t h e  reset t lement area would become a r ice  
import ing reg ion  in t h e  near  f u t u r e .  

The economic f u t u r e  does no t  look too bright f o r  
t h e  Bulusu'.  A n d  these social changes w i l l  have 
considerable impact on  t h e i r  heal th and welfare. The 
di rect ion t h a t  t h i s  w i l l  t ake  i s  n o t  known a t  t h e  
c u r r e n t  time. However, Appel l-Warren in h e r  s t u d y  o f  
c h i l d r e n ' s  p l a y  ( n . d .  1 d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  i n  t h e  
resettlement area t h e r e  was a decl ine in play. b o t h  in 
terms of amount and  c rea t i v i t y ,  because o f  t h e  host i le  
environment. Fur thermore  parenta l  a t t i tudes  toward  
ch i ld ren were becoming much more negat ive  and 
r e s t r i c t i v e  as a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  s t r e s s e s  o f  t h e  
resettlement envi ronment.  
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L ingu is t ic  Relations Among t h e  Dusunic Groups 
i n  t he  Kota Marudu D is t r i c t  

Paul R .  Kroeger 
Summer Ins t i t u te  o f  L ingu is t ics  

T h i s  paper discusses the  l ingu is t i c  c lassi f icat ion o f  
t h e  var ious Dusunic dialects t rad i t iona l ly  spoken i n  t h e  
Kota Marudu D i s t r i c t  o f  Sabah. Speakers o f  these 
dialects a re  ident i f ied  b y  t h e  ethnonyms Tebi lung, 
Luba, Caro, Tinagas. Talantang, Kimaragang and  
Sonsogon, b u t  no t  a l l  o f  these names a re  used as 
autonyms. The  speakers o f  t h e  Cent ra l  Dusun  dialect, 
re la t ive ly  recent  a r r i va l s  from t h e  Kota Be lud  and  Ulw 
Tuaran areas, are n o t  inc luded in t h i s  s tudy ,  even 
though  t h e y  a re  p robab ly  t h e  largest  segment o f  t h e  
populat ion i n  t h e  western hal f  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  

T h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  se l f - consc ious ,  named 
sub-groups among t h e  Dusunic populat ion o f  Sabah has 
been a top ic  o f  heated anthropological debate. Williams 
(1965) descr ibes such group ings  among t h e  Dusun of 
t h e  Tambunan D i s t r i c t  as ambilineal descent g roups.  
Appel l  (19661 and  Sather (1966), among o thers ,  have 



vigorously contested t h e  existence o f  descent  g roups  
among t h e  Dusun.  They  po in t  o u t  t h a t  Williams had 
earl ier re fe r red  t o  these g r o u p s  (e .9 .  t h e  Tagas, 
Tohau a n d  T ibabar  Dusun  o f  Tambunan) as s ibs  
(Williams 1961), and  t h a t  descent g r o u p s  have no t  been 
found in t h e  social system o f  any  o the r  Dusun ic  g r o u p  
i n  Sabah. Appel l  and  Sather seem t o  p r e f e r  t h e  te rm 
" t r ibe" .  employed b y  an ear l ier  generat ion o f  w r i t e rs  
about t h e  indigenous populat ion o f  Sabah. 

Several fac tors  con t r i bu te  t o  t h e  confusion t h a t  
ex is ts concerning t h e  i den t i t y  a n d  na tu re  o f  these 
groups.  Some labels appl ied t o  ce r ta in  g r o u p s  b y  
the i r  ne ighbors  are  never  used b y  t h e  g roups  
themselves; "Garo" seems t o  b e  such  a label. Some 
names are geographical, r a the r  t han  he red i ta ry .  The 
inhabi tants o f  Kg.  Marak Parak, Kota Marudu, are 
re fe r red  t o  as Sayap Dusun, because t h e y  or ig ina l ly  
came f rom Kg.  Sayap, Kota Belud.  

On the '  o the r  hand, these a re  cases where migrant  
g roups g i ve  t h e i r  t rad i t iona l  names t o  t h e  areas in I 

which they  set t le .  Kg.  Talantang in Kota Marudu is  
so named because it was o r i g ina l l y  se t t led  (some 

I 
hund red  years ago, by local reckon ing )  by members o f  

I 

t h e  Talantang t r i b e  f rom t h e  S u g u t  r i v e r  t o  t h e  South. I 

I 
Bundu  - i s  one o f  t h e  most widely used Dusunic 

ethnonyrns in ' t h e  State. Fo r  t h e  most par t ,  t h e  te rm 1 
i s  appl ied t o  speakers o f  t h e  Cent ra l  Dusun  dialect 
who or ig ina l ly  came f r o m  t h e  U l u  Tua ran  area. C layre  
(1966) uses B u n d u  as a d ia lect  name, t o  designate t h e  
var ie ty  o f  Dusun spoken i n  U lu  Tua ran  and southern  
Kota Belud D i s t r i c t  (e .g .  Kg.  Tag inambur) .  Williams 
(1961 1 also r e f e r s  t o  B u n d u  as a dia lect  g roup.  b u t  
la ter  (1962) says t h a t  B u n d u  i s  one o f  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  
un i t s  o f  Kg.  Sensuron, Tambunan. F u r t h e r  confusion 
is  ev ident  in a descr ip t ion  o f  t h e  " B u n d u  Dusun" o f  
Kuala Penyu by C. V.  Creagh (Tregonn ing,  19551, 
which apparent ly  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  Tatana. People who 
cal l  themselves B u n d u  Dusun a r e  now f o u n d  in t h e  
Ranau, Kota Belud, Tambunan, Keningau, Beaufor t  
and Tuaran D is t r i c t s .  

I 

In some areas, t rad i t iona l  g r o u p  names appear t o  
be  d y i n g  o u t .  Young people, pa r t i cu la r l y  those who 
have some degree o f  formal education, seem t o  be  much 
less aware o f  g r o u p  ident i t ies and boundar ies  t h a n  
t h e i r  parents .  T h i s  t r e n d  i s  perhaps a r e s u l t  o r  
cor re la te  o f  t h e  government 's  pol icy o f  emphasizing 
national and  state un i t y ,  ra the r  than e thn ic  d i v e r s i t y .  

Williams used t h e  Dusun te rm sinakagon f o r  t h e  
ambilineal descent  g roups  he  repo r ted  among t h e  
Tambunan Dusun.  Antonissen ( 1958 1 def ines t h e  t e r m  
( f r o m  t h e  roo t  wo rd  sakaq, 'descendent1) as meaning 
io f fspr ing ,  pos ter i ty ,  seed, generat ion, descendents1.  
Some speakers o f  Dusun  react  t o  t he  te rm as archaic 
o r  esoteric; one man f r o m  Tambunan o f fe red  Iher i tage1 
as a r o u g h  Eng l ish  t ranslat ion.  

A Dusun woman f rom Kg.  Taginambur, Kota Belud,  
Mrs .  Stemmah Sariau, has to ld  me t h a t  t h e  t e r m  
sinakaqon - cor responds approximately t o  t h e  Eng l ish  
work  'c lan. '  In h e r  dialect. it re fe rs  t o  a re la t i ve l y  
small g roup.  e . g .  200-300 people, each o f  whose 
members would recognize k insh ip  t ies t o  t h e  o thers .  
She used t h e  te rm payat; ' t r ibe . '  f o r  l a rge r  g r o u p s  
wh ich  may inc lude many vil lages. Members o f  a p a y a t  
may al l  claim t o  b e  descended f rom a common ancestor  
in t h e  semi-h is tor ic  past, b u t  t h e y  wi l l  n o t  recognize 
specif ic k i n  re lat ionships to eve ry  o ther  member. 

Most o f  t h e  g r o u p s  discussed in th i s  paper  seem t o  
view membership in t h e  social u n i t  named by t h e i r  
autonyms as imp ly ing  common descent. These g r o u p s  
cor respond t o  t h e  " t r ibes"  mentioned i n  ear l ier  
l i t e ra tu re  and may also correspond t o  t h e  paya t  
descr ibed b y  Stemmah Sariau. One language he lper  
used t h e  Malay t e r m  keturunan,  igenera t ion l  o r  
Idescendents', t o  r e f e r  t o  t h i s  u n i t .  

L inqu i s t i c  Overv iew 

The  Kota Marudu  D is t r i c t  i s  a f e r t i l e  g r o u n d  f o r  
t h e  s t u d y  o f  language contact.  The  boundary  between 
t h e  Dusun ic  Rungus language t o  t h e  no r th ,  and t h e  
v e r y  la rge and  pres t ig ious  Centra l  Dusun dia lect  t o  
t h e  south, r u n s  t h r o u g h  the  d i s t r i c t  on an east-west 



axis .  Most o f  t h e  Dusun i c  t r i b e s  d iscussed  below have  
contact  w i t h  b o t h  o f  these  l a r g e r  language g r o u p s .  I n  
addit ion, t h e  b o u n d a r y  be tween t h e  Dusun i c  a n d  
Paitanic language famil ies r u n s  f r o m  n o r t h  t o  sou th  
t h r o u g h  t h e  eas te rn  ha l f  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  

Appe l l  (1966)  has p u b l i s h e d  a map ( F i g u r e  1 
below) o f  t h e  major Dusun i c  g r o u p s  i n  t h e  K u d a t  I 

Divis ion, wh ich  inc ludes  t h e  d i s t r i c t s  o f  Kudat ,  P i tas 
and Kota Marudu .  He does n o t  g i v e  t h e  source  o f  h i s  
information, b u t  t h e  map i s  b o t h  complete a n d  
geographica l ly  accura te .  Recent  s t ud ies  (Sm i th  1984) 
h a v e  s h o w n  t h a t  t h e  T a m b a n u a  a n d  L i n g k a b a u  
languages be long  t o  t h e  Pai tan ic  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  
Dusunic  fami ly  (Pa i tan  i s  a d ia lec t  o f  Tambanua) ;  a n d  
t ha t  t h e  Bangg i  language i s  a n  isolate, as Appe l l  
suggested, more c losely  r e l a ted  t o  t h e  Molbog language 
o f  t h e  Ph i l i pp ines  t h a n  t o  a n y  Sabahan language.  O f  
t h e  Dusun ic  g r o u p s  o f  Appe l l ' s  map, a l l  but t h e  
Rungus, Nu lu  a n d  Gonsomon a r e  rep resen ted  i n  t h e  
Kota Marudu  D i s t r i c t  a n d  w i l l  b e  d iscussed  below.  

Appe l l  h imsel f  (1968) po in t s  o u t  t h a t  these  
p e r c e i v e d  e t h n i c  b o u n d a r i e s  d o  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  
co r respond t o  language o r  d ia lec t  boundar ies .  Names 
based o n  geograph ica l  cons idera t ions  ( e . 9 .  p lace o f  
o r i g i n )  t e n d  t o  have  less co r re l a t i on  w i t h  l i ngu i s t i c  
d is t inc t ions  t h a n  d o  those  w h i c h  i d e n t i f y  t r i b e s .  I n  
t h e  l a t t e r  case, however ,  even  when n e i g h b o r i n g  
t r i bes  speak - t h e '  same dialect,  t h e r e  t e n d  t o  b e  
subdialect ical  phonologica l  a n d  lex ica l  d i f f e rences  wh i ch  
enable t h e  n a t i v e  speaker  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  t h e  speech 
s t y l e  o f  each t r i b e  i n  h i s  area. Appe l l  (1968) 
recognizes t h i s  f a c t  i n  labe l ing  t h e  names o f  h i s  map 
llisoglotsll, r a t h e r  t h a n  s imp ly  "popu la t ions"  as i n  h i s  
1966 pape r .  

I n  1978-79. Ju l i e  Blom K i n g  a n d  P h y l i s  D u n n  o f  
t h e  Summer I n s t i t u t e  o f  L i ngu i s t i c s  c a r r i e d  o u t  a 
soc io- l inguis t ic  s u r v e y  o f  t h e  K u d a t  D i v i s i on  ( Blom 
1979). as p a r t  o f  t h e  s ta te -w ide  language s u r v e y  
conduc ted  by S I L  ( K i n g  a n d  King,  in p r e s s ) .  T h e y  
col lected wo rk l i s t s  f r o m  Teb i l ung ,  P i tas Kimaragang 
and  Kota M a r u d u  Ta lan tang  v i l lages,  wh i ch  Smi th  
(1984) used  i n  h i s  lex icos ta t i s t i c  c lass i f i ca t ion  o f  t h e  

F i g u r e  1. Map o f  E thn i c  Groups  in t h e  
K u d a t  D i v i s i on  ( f r o m  Appe l l  1966) .  



languages and dialects o f  ~ a b a h .  In 1983, my wi fe 
and I spent  approximately 12 days  in t h e  Kota Marudu 
area col lect ing more word l is ts  a n d  sociological data t o  
supplement t he  or ig ina l  s u r v e y .  

Smith had v e r y  l i t t l e  in format ion about  perceived 
social boundaries t o  r e f e r  t o  i n  h i s  analysis. While 
l ingu is t i c  boundar ies d o  n o t  in general  coincide w i t h  
perceived e thn ic  groupings.  t h e  knowledge o f  these 
emic social d is t inc t ions  can be  a v e r y  usefu l  tool in 
s t r u c t u r i n g  t h e  raw  l i ngu i s t i c  data. F o r  example, t h e  
lexicostat ist ic data alone are  somewhat ambiguous w i t h  
respect t o  t he  classif icat ion o f  Teb i l ung  Dusun.  Smith 
assigned t h e  Kota Be lud  a n d  Kota Marudu  branches o f  
t h i s  t r i b e  to  d i f f e r e n t  d ia lect  g roups .  T h e  lexical data 
suppor t  equal ly  well t h e  classif icat ion (suggested 
below) o f  Teb i lung as a s ing le  d i s t i n c t  d ia lect  group,  
b u t  do not  un ique ly  determine e i ther  analysis. 

T e b i l u n q  

The Tebi' lung Dusun l i v e  in several  v i l lages in 
no r the rn  Kota Be lud  D is t r i c t ,  as well as a t  least t h r e e  
vil lages i n  Kota Marudu.  Several o f  these vi l lages are  
shown marked on  t h e  map in F i g u r e  2. Teb i l ung  i s  a 
d is t inc t  dialect o f  t h e  KadazanIDusun language, w i t h  a 
subdialect d is t inc t ion  between t h e  Kota Be lud and  Kota 
Marudu branches o f  t h e  group,  wh ich  a r e  86% cognate 
w i th  each o ther .  Lexical ly, Kota Marudu  Teb i lung i s  
s l igh t ly  closer t o  t h e  Cent ra l  Dusun dia lect  t han  is  
Kota Be lud Teb i lung.  However, i n te l l i g i b i l i t y  t es t i ng  
shows tha t  t h e  Kota Be lud  Teb i l ung  unders tand 
Centra l  Dusun f a r  b e t t e r  t h a n  t h e  Kota Marudu 
Tebi lung (see Banker  1984. F igu res  6 a n d  24).  

The Teb i lung in Kg.  Bintasan a re  repo r ted  t o  
speak a m ix tu re  o f  Teb i l ung  a n d  Rungus, b u t  t h i s  
claim is  no t  suppor ted  b y  t h e  word l is t  collected there .  
The Bintasan a n d  Mengar is  word l is ts  have an  ident ical  
range o f  cognate scores w i t h  Rungus  (74%-77%). and  
the  range f o r  Dudar  i s  no t  s ign i f i cant ly  lower 
(73%-76%). Taburan, Kota B e l u d  shows t h e  lowest r a t e  
o f  lexical s imi lar i ty  w i t h  Rungus, a t  70%-738 .~  

F igu re  2. Map o f  Vi l lages Refer red  t o  in Kota Marudu  
and Ne ighbor ing  D is t r i c t s  

I 



The  nearest ne ighbors  o f  t h e  Kota Be lud  Tebi lung.  
bo th  l inguist ica l ly  a n d  geographical ly ,  a re  t h e  speakers 
o f  t he  dialect wh ich  Smith labeled Kota Be lud  Dusun.  
The  la t te r  g r o u p  inc ludes Kg.  Mantanau. Rosok, 
Bangkahak, etc. I t  is  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  determine a 
sharp dialect boundary  between Teb i l ung  and  Kota 
Belud Dusun on p u r e l y  lex icostat is t ica l  g rounds,  b u t  
t h e  people 'themselves seem t o  be  v e r y  aware o f  who i s  
"Dusun" and who i s  Teb i l ung  . Lexical  re lat ionships 
among these g r o u p s  a re  shown below ( F ig .  3 1 .  

iBangkahak KB (Kota Belud Dusun) 
I 

1 82 Taburan KB 
I I 
I I 

183 191 Dudar KB 
, , 
I I 

180 186 89 Mangin KM 
I I 
I I 

180 l86 86 87 Bintasan KM 
I I I I 

183 184 86 87 '92 Mengaris KM 
, I 
I I 

18580 81' 83 83 86 Panaitanm ---) 

! ---1- (Central Dusun) 

Figure 3. Cognate percentages among Tebilung and other villages 
KB = Kota Belud KM = Kota Marudu RU = Ranau 

The Teb i lung o f  Kg.  Mangin, Kota Marudu, r e p o r t  
t h a t  t hey  migrated f rom Kg .  Dudar  and  Kg.  Sarang, 
Kota Belud, about one generat ion ago (when men who 
now appear t o  b e  in t h e i r  40's were small c h i l d r e n ) .  
Before tha t ,  many many generat ions ago. t h e y  say t h a t  
t h e  Teb i lung came f r o m  somewhere in t h e  i n te r i o r  o f  
t h e  Tuaran D is t r i c t .  T h i s  i s ,  t h e  same approximate 
area t h a t  Smith (1984. footnote 121 po in ts  o u t  was t h e  
or ig inal  home [ w i t h i n  recent  memory) o f  a l l  b u t  one o f  
t h e  "core" vi l lages in h i s  Cent ra l  Dusun  dia lect  g roup .  

Luba - 
The Luba  Dusun l i v e  along t h e  Bandau River ,  i n  

t h e  steep va l ley  it has c u t  t h r o u g h  t h e  r u g g e d  h i l l s  of 
western  Kota Marudu.  They  appear t o  b e  m ig ra t i ng  
g radua l l y  down r i v e r  t o  b e  closer t o  t h e  schools, 
clinics, markets, etc.  o f  Kota Marudu.  Th i s  movement 
i s  bringing them i n t o  increasing contact  w i t h  t h e  
Cent ra l  Dusun  immigrants from t h e  South, who l i v e  on 
t h e  coastal p la in  i n  t h e  vi l lages o f  Panaitan, Taiwan, 
Gosyen, etc.  

T h e  v i l lage where I col lected a word l is t3  was Kg .  
Luba Pelumpong, j us t  a few miles u p r i v e r  f r o m  Kg.  
Panaitan. T h e  people o f  Luba  Pelumpong o r i g ina l l y  
came f r o m  Kg.  Pampang Poring, in t h e  headwaters o f  
t h e  Bandau, less than  20 years ago. They  r e p o r t  t h a t  
Pampang P o r i n g  i s  now near ly  deserted, a n d  t h a t  
several  o the r  Luba vi l lages on t h e  upper  Bandau a re  
completely deserted.  

Luba Dusun  is  a subdialect o f  Cent ra l  Dusun.  T h e  
Luba  Pelumpong word l is t  is 87% cognate w i t h  f o u r  o f  
t h e  Cent ra l  Ousun word l is ts  used in Smith's s tudy ,  
i nc lud ing  Kg.  Panaitan, Taiwan a n d  Lotong, Kota 
Marudu.  However, t h e  people o f  Luba Pelumpong a r e  
obv ious ly  eager t o  assimilate, b o t h  l ingu is t i ca l l y  a n d  
cu l tu ra l l y ,  t o  t h e i r  more pres t ig ious  Cent ra l  Dusun 
neighbors.  T h e  younger  people do no t  seem in teres ted 
in mainta in ing t h e i r  separate i d e n t i t y  as Luba: t h e y  
w i l l  use t h e  te rm t o  r e f e r  t o  themselves as a social 
group,  but n o t  t o  r e f e r  t o  t h e i r  language ( u n l i k e  t h e  
o the r  t r i b e s  d iscussed in t h i s  pape r ) .  Outs iders  seem 
t o  b e  more aware than  t h e  Luba themselves . o f  
l i ngu i s t i c  d i f fe rences between Luba a n d  o t h e r  Dusun 
dialects. More data from u p r i v e r  Luba vil lages, e.g. 
the. re la t i ve l y  accessible Kg.  Ter int idon,  i s  needed 
before t h e  l ingu is t i c  classif icat ion o f  Luba can b e  
accurate ly  determined.  



Tinaqas Garo 

The Sugut  Kadazan dia lect  g roup,  l i v i n g  along t h e  
upper  Sugut  R ive r  in t h e  Labuk-Sugut  D is t r i c t .  
consists of two major subgroups:  t h e  Tinagas and  t h e  
Talantang. A third, v e r y  small group,  t h e  Tanggal  
Dusun, repor ted ly  speak t h e  same dialect, b u t  no data 
have been collected f r o m  a Tanggal  v i l lage.  

The Tinagas v i l lages i n  Kota Marudu are i n  t h e  
s o u t h - c e n t r a l  p a r t  of t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  m o r e  eas i l y  
access ib le  f r o m  Ranau  ( v i a  K g .  Me l i nsau ,  
Labuk-Sugut )  t han  f rom t h e  town o f  Kota Marudu.  The 
Tinagas (Sugu t  Kadazan) d ia lect  i s  approximately 80% 
cognate w i th  Kimaragang a n d  Kota Marudu Tebi lung,  
s l i gh t l y  lower w i t h  Kota Be lud  Tebi lung.  

One migrant  g r o u p  o f  Tinagas, mostly f rom Kg.  
Tagibang, Kota Marudu, has se t t led  in Kg.  Parong, 
jus t  n o r t h  .of Kota Marudu  town. These people are  
repor ted  to  speak a m i x t u r e  o f  Tinagas andI1Garo". 
The Parong . w o r d l i s t  i s  86-88% cognate w i t h  S u g u t  
R iver  Tinagas, 86% w i t h  Pi tas Kimaragang and  85% w i t h  
Kota Marudu Talantang.  However, Parong i s  on l y  
80-81% cognate w i t h  "Garo", o r  Tandek Kimaragang, 
about t h e  same re la t ionsh ip  as between S u g u t  Tinagas 
and Garo. 

Kota Marudu  Ta lantanq 

The  te rm "Garo" i s  essential ly an exonym, t h o u g h  
it is p a r t  o f  t h e  autonym of two vi l lages. Outs iders  
use t h e  te rm t o  r e f e r  t o  t h e  Kimaragang Dusun l i v i n g  
i n  t h e  Tandek subd is t r i c t  o f  Kota Marudu.  T h e  
Tandek Kimaragang themselves use t h i s  te rm on ly  f o r  
t he  people l i v i n g  in Kg.  Masolog and Kg.  Longob. The  

! inhabi tants o f  these two vi l lages r e f e r  t o  themselves as 
"Kimaragang Garo", saying t h a t  t hey  rep resen t  a 
m i x t u r e  o f  t h e  Kimaragang and Garo t r ibes,  b u t  t h a t  
t he  p u r e  Garo have now died out .  

The  Kimaragang-Garo speak t h e  same dialect, w i t h  
v e r y  minor  phonological variat ion, as t h e  o t h e r  Tandek 
Kimaragang (e.g.  Kg.  T ingka lanun 1.  T h e  people o f  
T ingka lanun perceive t h e  Kimaragang-Garo as speak ing  
d i f f e r e n t l y  f r o m  themselves, b u t  t h e  la t te r  g r o u p  i ns i s t  

I t h a t  t he re  i s  no  d i f fe rence whatsoever. 
I 

The  te rm Garo i s  sometimes appl ied t o  t h e  Kota 
Marudu Talantang as well, by people living outs ide  t h e  
Tandek subd is t r i c t :  but t h e  Talantang, l i k e  t h e  
Tandek Kimaragang. use the  te rm o n l y  for t h e  v i l lage 
o f  Masolog and  Longob. 

Kimaraqanq 

I T h e  Kimaragang ( o r  Maragang) Dusun l i ve  in t h e  
Tandek subd is t r i c t  o f  Kota Marudu, where t h e y  are  

I t h e  major i ty  g roup,  and  i n  southern  Pitas D is t r i c t ,  
I 

AS  mentioned above, Kg .  Talantang is  so named where t h e y  are  mixed w i th  o the r  g roups  i nc lud ing  t h e  

because it was set t led b y  members of t h e  Talantang Sonsogon, Rungus, Tambanua and ( r e p o r t e d l y  1 a 
Dusun t r i be .  However, t h e  dialect of t h e  Kota Marudu g r o u p  c a l l e d  t h e  Kendangan  ( p r o b a b l y  P a i t a n i c  
Talantang is  now qu i te  d i s t i nc t  f rom t h a t  of t h e  pa ren t  immigrants f rom t h e  Kaindangan R i v e r ) .  

g r o u p  on  the  S u g u t  River; it is  on ly  83% cognate w i th  I The  Kimaragang themselves perceive a dialect 
the s u g u t  Talantang o f  Kg .  Kaingaran. Labuk-Sugut .  

d is t inc t ion  between t h e  Pitas and Tandek groups,  b u t  and  82-83% cognate w i t h  Sugu t  Tinagas. T h e  Kota t h e  percept ion o f  an ethnic o r  t r i b a l  boundary  is 
Marudu Talantang dia lect  i s  lex ical ly  closest t o  t h e  asymmetric. The  Pitas Kimaragang call t h e  Tandek 
mixed Tinagas spoken in Kg .  Parong, a t  85% cognate-4  g r o u p  Garo o r  Napu ( - f la t  land ' ) ,  whi le t h e  la t te r  

g r o u p  says t h a t  t h e y  are  all jus t  Kimaragang. B o t h  

I subgroups claim t h a t  t h e  two dialects are  mutua l ly  i n t e l l i g i b l e ,  b u t  b o t h  a r e  aware  o f  l i n g u i s t i c  
d i f ferences.  Fo r  example, in Kg.  T ingka lanun I was 

I 



to ld  (correct ly,) t h a t  t h e  Pitas people use simple voiced 
stops in cer ta in words  where  t h e  Tandek Kimaragang 
use glottal ized voiced stops. 

The Pitas a n d  Tandek dialects a re  86-87% cognate, 
jus t  above t h e  th resho ld  used by Smith t o  d i s t i ngu i sh  
dialect groups.  T h i s  i s  t h e  same lexical d i f fe rence as 
t h a t  between t h e  Kota Be lud  and  Kota Marudu 
Tebi lung, b u t  t h e  Kimaragang seem much more L 
conscious of t h e  l i ngu i s t i c  d is t inc t ion  than  do t h e  
Tebi lung.  

Kimaragang Dusun i s  approximately 80% cognate 
w i th  Sugut  Kadazan, j us t  a t  t h e  th resho ld  value used 
b y  Smith to  determine language boundar ies.  Thus, 
lexical ly t he  two  cou ld  be  considered dialects o f  a 
single language. However, S u g u t  Kadazan i s  c lear ly  a 
dialect o f  t h e  KadazanIDusun language, whereas 
Kimaragang i s  more closely re la ted  t o  Rungus  (76-81%) 
t h a n  t o  C e n t r a l  D u s u n  (70 -77%) .  M o r e o v e r ,  
in te l l ig ib i l i t y  t es t i ng  ( Banker,  1984) shows t h a t  
Kimaragang . is  no t  mutua l ly  in te l l ig ib le  w i t h  Sugu t  
Kadazan, c e n t r a l  Dusun  o r  Rungus.  T h u s  Kimaragang 
must  be  considered a d i s t i n c t  Dusun ic  language. 

The Kimaragang l i v i n g  i n  Kg .  Dandun, Pitas, have 
borrowed a few Paitanic words f rom t h e i r  Tambanua 
neighbors (e .9 .  runat ,  'day ' ) ,  and are said b y  o ther  
Kimaragang i n  t h e  Pitas area t o  speak a "mix ture"  o f  
Kimaragang arid Tambanua. However t h e  cognate 
percentages between t h e  Dandun l i s t  and Tambanua are  
not  s igni f icant ly  h ighe r  t h a n  those between Tambanua 
and any o ther  Dusun ic  d ia lect  in t h e  area. 

.d 
Sonsoqon 

The Sonsogon a re  hill people living p r imar i l y  in i 
t h e  southeastern p a r t  of t h e  Kota Marudu D is t r i c t ,  and  
in a few vi l lages of t h e  Pitas D is t r i c t .  Lexicostat is t ic  
data indicate t h a t  Sonsogon is  a d ia lect  o f  t h e  
Kimaragang language, be ing  79-85% cognate w i t h  t h e  
Tandek and Pitas dialects. However, t h e  Sonsogon are 
cu l tu ra l l y  and sociological ly qu i t e  d i s t i nc t  f r om eve ry  
o ther  g roup i n  t h e  area. 

The  te rm Sonsoqon is  an exonym w i t h  h i g h l y  
de roga to ry  connotat ions. A Kadazan man f r o m  Papar 
t o l d  me t h a t  t h e  t e r m  Sonsoqon i s  r o u g h l y  equ iva len t  
t o  t h e  Malay sakai, laborigine',  o r  t h e  Eng l ish  
ibarbar ian ' .  I was unable t o  e l i c i t  an autonym f o r  t h i s  
g r o u p  a t  any  o f  t h e  th ree  Sonsogon v i l lages I v i s i t ed  
(Gana, Magandai a n d  N ibang) .  Outs iders  also r e f e r  t o  
t h e  Sonsogon contemptuously as oranq bukit, ihill 
people', a n d  t h e y  are  c lear ly  t h e  lowest p res t i ge  g r o u p  
i n  t h e  area. They  have had re la t ive ly  l i t t l e  contac t  
w i t h  t h e  outs ide wor ld,  as logging roads have on l y  
v e r y  recen t l y  penetrated to  t h e i r  home areas. 

Some o f  t h e  Sonsogon in t h e  Tandek s u b d i s t r i c t  
p r e f e r  t o  cal l  themselves Kimaragang. The re  are  s igns  
t h a t  t h e  te rm Kimaraqanq is  ga in ing  pres t ige  and  be ing  
adopted as a cover  te rm f o r  al l  Dusun ic  people 
indigenous t o  t h e  Tandek area. The  "Kimaragang 
Garo" s i tua t ion  descr ibed above may b e  another r e s u l t  
o f  t h i s  t r e n d .  

T h e r e  i s  some lexical and phonological d i f fe rence 
between t h e  Sonsogon subdialects spoken in t h e  
eastern and  western ends o f  t h e  language area, 
represented i n  my data b y  Kg.  Magandai and  Kg.  
Gana, respect ively.  The  wordl is ts  f rom these two 
v i l lages are  on ly  87% cognate, and t h e  people i n  Kg .  
Gana are  aware o f  a d i f fe rence between t h e  speech o f  
t h e  Magandai people and  t h e i r  own. The re  are  some 
cu l tu ra l  d i f ferences as well, w i t h  t h e  Sonsogon i n  t h e  
east l i v i n g  i n  long houses, l i ke  t h e  Rungus, and  those 
i n  t h e  west l i b i ng  in single family dwell ings. l i k e  t h e  
o the r  Dusun ic  g r o u p s  in t h e  area. 



The lexical re lat ionships among t h e  Kimaragang and 
Sonsogon dialects are  summarized in F i g u r e  4. 

l Dandun PS --- Pitas Kimaragang 
I I 

187 Tingkalanun UM --I 
I 
I )-- Tandek Kimaragang 
187 93 Longob KM (Kimaragang-Garo) --) 

18183 85 GanaKM --I 
I 
I --)-- Sonsogon 
179 82 84 87 Magandai KM - - I  

Figure 4. Cognate percentages among Kimaragang and Sonsogon villages. 

KM = Kota Marudu PS = Pitas 

NOTES 

1. cognate percentages in Blom (19791 are  s l i gh t l y  
d i f fe rent  , f rom those f o u n d  i n  Smith ( 1984). Blom's 
percentages were computed by hand  f r o m  a 
367-word l ist ,  whi le Smith used percentages 
calculated b y  computer f rom a 327-word subset  o f  
tha t  same l i s t .  

2.  Cognate. percentages f rom t h e  S I L  Language 
Survey  o f  Sabah. 

3. Du r ing  o u r  v i s i t s  t o  t h e  Kota Marudu  area in 1983. 
new wordl is ts  were col lected a t  t h e  fo l lowing 
vil lages: T ingka lanun and Longob ( Kimaragang I, 
Mangin ( T e b i l u n g  ) , Gana and Magandai (Sonsogon 1 
and Luba Pelumpong ( Luba-I . These word l is ts  
were coded f o r  computer  comparison, and  cognate 
pe rcen tages  w e r e  c a l c u l a t e d  ( b a s e d  o n  t h e  
327-word l i s t )  between t h e  n e w  l i s ts  and  t h e  en t i r e  
set o f  344 l i s ts  col lected in t h e  S I L  su rvey .  These 
calculations used t h e  same programs a n d  same data 
base as those wh ich  produced t h e  data f o r  Smith's 
paper, so t h e  new scores are  en t i r e l y  comparable 
w i th  those in Smith (1984).  

I 4. Cognate percentages from t h e  S I L  Language 
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APPENDIX: 
Suqut -  Kota Marudu Dusun 

Dialect-Vi l laqe L i s t  

As an  appendix t o  t h i s  paper, I inc lude a l i s t  o f  
v i l lages f o r  each o f  t he  named Dusun ic  g r o u p s  

! 
1 

mentioned above, i nc lud ing  those t h a t  speak t h e  S u g u t  
I Kadazan dialect.  Populat ion f i gu res  are supp l ied  b y  



the Kota Marudu and Labuk-Sugut District Offices, 
based on the 1970 State Census. 

G = Government census figures 
R = Reported population 

I 
KM = Kota Marudu 
PS = Pitas 
KB = Kota Belud 
LS = Labuk-Sugut 

Lanwae Villa~e Po~ulation I 

Kimaragang : 
Tandek Tingkalanun KM 1,500 G (80 households R) 
dialect Marion KM 600 G 

Tondig KM 600 G 
Togudon KM 300 G 
Nolotan KM 500 G 

i 
600 G 

I 
Batition KM 
Samparita KM 500 G 
Tinogu KM 600 G (387 R) 
Bombong I1 KM 200 G 
~iabas p 400 G 
Taritipan Darat KM --- 
Damai KM 1,500 G (mixed population) 
Rasak Darat KM --- 
Minitampak KM 500 G 

(=  Metampak?) 
Masolog KM 500 G 

_ (call selves Kimaragang-Garo) 
Longob KM 450 G (396 R) 

(call selves Kimaragang-Garo) 
Salimandut KM ---  
Mantus KM --- 

Pitas 
dialect Dandun PS (mixed) 

Mandamai PS (mixed) 
Bilangau PS 
Bilangau Besar PS 
Mandurian Laut PS 
Sinanggip PS 
Pinapak PS (mixed) 
Rosob Darat PS 
Salimpodon Darat PS 
Marasinsing Darat PS 

Toliduson PS 
Mempakad Darat PS 
Tanjung Batu Darat KM 

(dialect boundary ? )  

Sonsogon S. Magandai KM 
S. Suyad KM 
S. Paliu KM 
S. Mogis KM 
Piso KM 
Gana KM 
W a t o l  KM 
Malukidiu KM 
Nibang PS 
Maliau PS 
Pinapak PS 
Saniatan PS 
Mangkabusu PS 
Perupok PS 
Tukal PS 
Bombong I, 111, IV KM 

Tebilung Mengaris KM 

Bintasan KM 
Mangin KM 
hdar KB 
Taburan KB 
Sarang KB 

Luba Rugading KM 
Luba Pelumpong KM 
Pampang Poring KM 
Pampang Gantoi KM 
Terintidon KM 
Lampadak KM 
Pangapuyan KM 
Kalom Pisahon 
Tendok Serong 

Kota Marudu 
Talantang Talantang KM 

Mangkalua KM 

250 G (90 families R) 
105 G 
250 G 
300 G 
100 G 
350 G 
--- 

100 G 
45 G 
39 G 
60 G 

--- 
90 G 

deserted 
deserted 

175 households R 
200 G (mixed) 



Sugut Kadazan 
Tinagas Tagibang KM 

Parong KM 
Sugud KM 
Nawanon KM 
Melinsau Darat KM 

Melinsau LS 
Tinangian LS 
Tanid LS 
Karagasan LS 

220 G 
237 G (mixed) 
--- 
300 G 
--- 
180 G 
229 G 
--- 
160 G (mixed) 495 R 

Karagasan I LS 94 G 
Karagasan I1 LS 34 G 
Bensalu LS (called Tambanua by Karagasan KK) 

Gadingan LS (called Tambanua by bragasan KK) 

Burarai LS (called Tambanua by Kaingaran KK) 

Sinurai LS 221 G 
Sumbalingan LS 

--- 

Tinindoi LS 
- - -  

Menedai LS 
- - -  

Murud Kurud LS 
--- 

Mokodou RU 
--- 

NawanAn RU 
--- 

G g i s  ~ ~ g u t  300 G 

Talantang Kairingaran LS 250 G (mixed) 
- - -  

Kotog LS 
Patau LS 320 G 

uuaia Eatau LS 120 G 

Talanas (=Kilanas) LS 150 G 
--- 

Poralai LS --- 
Giring LS 
Kawiyan LS 90 G 

--- 
Monikulau LS --- 
Boganding LS 

Tanggal Magkapoh (I and 11) LS 270 G 
Gana LS 

--- 
Tambaliwan LS 166 G 

A Note on  t h e  Kawaquchi Detachment 1941-2 
b y  A. V.  M. Hor ton  

1. T h e  Invasion o f  NW Borneo 1941-2 

The  Kawaguchi Detachment, t h e  Japanese task  
fo rce  dest ined fo r  Nor thwest  Borneo, proceeded f rom 
Canton via Camranh Bay  in t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  December , 1941. General Seiken ( o r  K iyo tak i  1 Kawaguchi decided 

t h a t  

a l and ing  wou ld  be  made a t  M i r i  a n d  
Seria t o  cap tu re  and secure t h e  o i l  
f i e l d  d i s t r i c t  and  a i r f ie lds in t h a t  
area. A l a rge  p a r t  o f  t h e  fo rce  
would then  re-establ ish t h e  M i r i  
o i l f ie ld whi le t h e  main body  was t o  
cap tu re  t h e  Kuch ing  airbase. l 

I Fol lowing t h e  unopposed Japanese land ing  in t h e  

1 Mi r i -Ser ia o i l f ie ld  on 16 December 1941, B r u n e i  Town 
fe l l  o n  22 December, Labuan on  I January  1941, 
Jesselton on  t h e  6 t h  a n d  Sandakan on t h e  19th.  A 
force o f  approximately 1,100 soldiers of t h e  2115th 
Punjab Regiment had  been stat ioned in K u c h i n g  t o  
g u a r d  t h e  a i r f ie ld,  wh ich  a f fo rded access t o  D u t c h  
Borneo. When t h e  Japanese landed in overwhelming 
numbers on 24 December 1941, l i t t l e  could b e  done 
beyond  d e n y i n g  t h e  a i r f i e l d  t o  t h e  i nvaders  a n d  

I r e t rea t i ng  i n to  t h e  i n te r i o r .  A l though one former 
Brooke c i v i l  se rvan t  who took p a r t  in t h e  r e t r e a t  f r om 

I 
Kuch ing  states t h a t  it was p r i nc ipa l l y  a case o f  " run ,  
boys, run",  t h e  Al l ies - according t o  a post-war 
Japanese source - in f l i c ted  one hundred  fata l i t ies and 
a f u r t h e r  one h u n d r e d  wounded upon t h e  Japanese, 2 

I admit tedly f o r  t h e  loss o f  f i v e  h u n d r e d  men o f  t h e  
P u n j a b  R e g i m e n t  a lone .  T h e  r e m n a n t  o f  t h e  
B r i t i sh - l ed  fo rces  su r rendered  i n  A p r i l  1942 when Java 
fe l l  a n d  Al l ied res istance in t h e  area ~ e a s e d . ~  

I 

2 .  The Kawaguchi Detachment 

The  Kawaguchi Detachment, cont ro l led  by t h e  
Eighteenth D iv is ion  stat ioned i n  Canton, comprised t h e  
fo l lowing u n i t s :  
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35th I n f a n t r y  Br igade HQ 
124th ln fan tky  ~ k ~ i m e n t  
One platoon. 12th Eng ineer ing  Regiment 
A p a r t  of t h e  18th D iv is ion 's  Signals ,Un i t  
A p a r t  o f  t h e  18th  Div is ion 's  Medical U n i t  
4 t h  Fie ld Hospital ,  18 th  D iv is ion  
A p a r t  o f  t h e  11th  Water Supp ly  a n d  Pub l ic  Works 

Section .4 

Mr .  J. L. Noakes MBE, Secre tary  f o r  Defense in 
Sarawak in 1941, recal led t h a t  t h e  Japanese 

i m p r e s s e d  one as f i n e  s o l d i e r s .  
They were sho r t  in stature,  b u t  
we re  i n t e l l i g e n t - l o o k i n g ,  w i r y ,  
s t r o n g  a n d  o b v i o u s l y  i n u r e d  t o  
h a r d s h i p .  T h e y  w e r e  a d m i r a b l y  
dressed fo r  jungle war fare  and  were 
l i g h t l y  b u t  competently armed (even  
w i th  rope. f o r  p r i s o n e r s ) .  T h e i r  
jungle camouflage was excel lent,  as 
the i r  clothes were covered, even t o  
t h e i r  .helmets, in s t r i n g  n e t t i n g  in 
which t h e y  placed leaves a n d  tw igs .  
Probably t h e y  were p i cked  t roops  as 
t h e  t roops  t h a t  followed. weeks la te r  
w e r e  S ~ O P P Y  a n d  
un in te l l igent - look ing  .5 

The fbl lowing reinforcements were expected 
f rom Manchuria a n d  Japan:6 

33 Fie ld A n t i - A i r c r a f t  Bat ta l ion 
One Company, 26 lndependent  Eng ineer ing  

Regiment (minus  two platoons 
2nd l ndependent  Eng ineer ing  Company 
80th lndependent  Radio Platoon 
37th F ixed Radio U n i t  
A p a r t  o f  t h e  O i l  D r i l l i n g  Section o f  t h e  2 l s t  F ie ld  

Ordinance Depot 
l s t ,  2nd. 3 r d  a n d  4 t h  Well D r i l l i n g  Companies 
118th Land D u t y  Company 
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3. The  Fate o f  t h e  Kawaguchi Detachment 1942 

I n  March 1942 t h e  Fou r th  lndependent  Mixed 
Regiment Commander, d i rec t l y  attached to  t h e  Southern  
A rmy  ( w i t h  HQ in Singapore) ,  took over  t h e  du t i es  o f  
t h e  Kawaguchi Detachment in Nor thwest  Borneo and  
was responsib le f o r  peace and order.  t h e  establ ishment 
o f  a m i l i t a r y  government, t he  development o f  na tu ra l  
resources a n d  t h e  mopp ing u p  o f  t h e  remaining enemy 
in t h e  mountain ranges of West Borneo.7 In A p r i l  
1942, in o r d e r  t o  e x p a n d  Japanese M i l i t a r y  
Government, Tokyo  o rde red  t h e  act ivat ion o f  t h e  
Borneo Garr ison Army, commanded b y  Goichi Nakahata, 
who establ ished h i s  headquarters i n  Kuch ing.  8 

Meanwhile, t h e  Kawaguchi Detachment had  l e f t  
Borneo, f i r s t  f o r  t h e  Phi l ippines and then  f o r w a r d  t o  
Guadalcanal, where i t s  f a t e  was as fol lows: 

A 6,000 man b r i g a d e ,  u n d e r  
Major-General Kiyotaki  Kawaguchi, 
landed o n  b o t h  sides o f  a 9,000 y a r d  
per imeter  o n  Guadalcanal in ear ly  
September 1942. The  main bodv. 
abbut  4,000 men, mostly o f  t h e  124th 
In fan t r y ,  pressed in land u n d e r  cover 
o f  jung le  t o  a t tack  f rom t h e  South 
a g a i n s t  t h e  i n land  perimeter toward  
t h e  a i r f i e l d .  Tha t  por t ion  o f  t h e  
(Amer ican)  mar ine l ine was t h i n l y  
held.  . . 

The Kawaguchi Force  l i gh t l y  p robed (Colonel 
M e r r i t t  A )  Edson's posi t ion on September 12. . . On 
t h e  13th Edson t r i e d  a counter-at tack b u t  was fo rced  
back  t o  h i s  o r ig ina l  posi t ion:  t h e  Japanese were  too 
s t rong.  T h a t  night in a driving r a i n  t h a t  severe ly  
l imi ted v is ib i l i t y ,  t h e  Japanese pou red  o u t  o f  t h e  
jungle, smashing i n to  t h e  r i d g e  posi t ion a n d  f o r c i n g  
t h e  American f l a n k i n g  companies back o n  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  
t h e  r idges.  T h e r e  t h e  (US)  marines held; t h e  
a r t i l l e r y  smothered t h e  a t tack ing  columns a n d  t roop  
assembly areas, t h e  reinforcements f rom t h e  5 t h  
Marines joined t h e  ra ide rs  and paratroopers in t h e i r  
foxholes. I n  t h e  morn ing  there  was l i t t l e  l e f t  t o  do 



but mop up.  ,, On ly  about  500 o f  Kawaguchi 's men 
s t rugg led  back a l ive t h r o u g h  t h e  jungle.  . .9 

T h e  Kawaguch i  De tachmen t  h a d  b e e n  e l i m i n a t e d  
pr inc ipa l ly  because o f  " t he i r  own re lent less courage in 
the  face of k i l l i ng  f i r e " .  10 

Notes 

1. ( Imper ia l  War Museum, IWM, London) :  Box 6, A L  
1099, Col l t s u  Ogawa and  L t .  Col. I no  Sei, Borneo 
Operat ions 1941 -1942 (Japanese Studies i n  World 
War I l l ,  p.  254. 

2. w., p.  258. 

3. (Pub l ic  Record Office, K e w ) :  WO 20312689, p .  57. 

4. Ogawa and Sei. loc. c i t . .  p .  253 ( m y  i t a l i cs ) .  

5. ( Rhodes 'House, O x f o r d  ) Mss Pac s 62, J L  Noakes 
MBE, Report  upon Defence Measures Adopted i n  
Sarawak from June 1941 t o  t h e  Occupation in 
December 1941 b y  Imperial  Japanese Forces, p. 72. 

6. Ogawa and Sei, loc. ci t . ,  p. 253. 

7 .  =., p-. 261. 

Ibid.. p. 262; and  (IWM) Box 22. A L  5256 Col l t s u  8. - 
Ogawa and Lt. Col. Masah Ino, Borneo Operat ions 
1941-1945 (Japan,ese Monograph No. 26, HQ US 
Army Japan. 19571, p. 21. 

9. Henry  I .  Shaw, "Guadalcanal: A Tr iumph"  in 
World War II (Orb is ,  London, 1971-31. Vol. 5, pp .  
1249-50 ( m y  i ta l ics 1 .  

10. w., p. 1249. 

BRIEF COMMUNICATIONS 

Who is  i n  t h e  Shair  Ken Tambuhan? 

'L inda Amy Kimball 

D i f f i cu l t ies  in i n t e r p r e t i n g  t h e  w o r d  kgdayan in t h e  
Shair  Ken Tambuhan (Teeuw, 1966) have recen t l y  been 
discussed (Kimbal l  1983, r e p l y  by Maxwell, 1983). B u t  
t h e  w o r d  kaud th ian  i s  a B rune i  Malay l i t e r a r y  lexeme 
i n  need o f  f u r t h e r  considerat ion. 

Maxwell (1983) makes a clear case fo r  kzdayan in 
t h e  Shair  Ken Tambuhan hav ing  t h e  meaning o f  
" reta iner ,  roya l  attendant," based on discussion o f  i t s  
use i n  Javanese a n d  classical Malay l i terature,  and  
reference sources t o  them. In t h e  absence o f  
r e f u t a t i o n  b a s e d  o n  cop ies  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
manuscr ip t (  s 1 f r o m  wh ich  Teeuw worked, t h i s  would 
seem reason t o  le t  t h e  publ ished read ing stand.  

However, B r u n e i  Malay expert: i n  t rad i t iona l  
l i t e ra tu re  d o  n o t  accept t h e  read ing kedayan a n d  ins is t  
upon kaudth ian  ( t h e  medial dth represent ing  [ 1 ) .  
The i r  in te rpre ta t ion  is  based upon a long ora l  l i t e r a r y  
t rad i t ion ,  wh ich  in te r tw ines  w i th  an  ancient  w r i t t e n  
l i t e r a r y  t radi t ion,  a n d  cannot merely b e  dismissed as 
ad hoc. -- 

It seems c lear  t h a t  f o r  the  B rune i  Malay t rad i t iona l  
l i t e r a r y  expe r t s  t he re  e x i s t  t h ree  separate a n d  d i s t i nc t  
words:  kadanq, kadayan, and kaudth ian .  Each o f  
these should b e  considered separately. 

T h e  w o r d  k a d a n q  i s  a lexeme r e f e r r i n g  t o  
in te rmi t ten t  temporal periods. T h e  most f r e q u e n t l y  
occu r r i ng  f o r m  i s  t h e  redupl icated kadang-kadanq 
meaning "sometimes." The non-redupl icated fo rm 
kadanq  appears in cer ta in  construct ions.  The  two  most 
f requen t l y  used o f  these are kadangnya, "at times," 
and kadanq-kala, I1upon occasion" (col loquial usage),  
"upon cer ta in  occasions1' ( l i t e r a r y  usage) .  



The word  kadayan ( t h e  B rune i  Malay real izat ion o f  
kedayan) is a p rope r  noun  r e f e r r i n g  to  a member o f  
t he  cu l t u ra l  g r o u p  i den t i f i ed  as "Kadayans", o r  t o  t he  
g r o u p  i tse l f .  The  "h is tor ical"  explanat ion at tended by 
tradi t ional  B rune i  Malays f o r  them i s  t h a t  t h e  Kadayans 
or ig inated f rom t h e  r i ce  fa rmers  whom t h e  Sh'er Awan 
simaunl says were b r o u g h t  ove r  f rom Java b y  th: 
r u l e r  Awang  A l a k  B a t a t a r .  T h e  e tymo log i ca l  
explanation o f fe red b y  these same t rad i t iona l  l i t e r a r y  
exper ts  i s  t h a t  t h e  te rm kadayan de r i ves  f r o m  ka + 
daratan, "on t h e  ( d r y )  land, landsmen," w i t h  t h e  r 
being lost b y  ba t i nqq lo r  ( t h e  o ld  B rune i  Malay 
pronounciat ion i n  wh ich  +j/y), and t h e  t be ing  lost 
b y  syncope; t h u s  ka + daratan:, t h e  or ig ina l  te rm 
meaning "landsmen1u (as  opposed t o  B r u n e i  Malays who 
are  oranq taut, "sea-people") has become kadayan. 

2 

The word  kaudth ian  i s  a l i t e r a r y  common noun 
hav ing  t h e  meaning "companions" i n  t h e  sense o f  those 
su r round ing  . o r  accompanying o r  a t tend ing-upon a 
roya l  personage, .an i n te rp re ta t i on  fully consistent  w i t h  
t h e  usage and. deference p a t t e r n  e luc idated by Maxwell 
( 1983 :87 -90 ) .  T h e  B r u n e i  Ma lay  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  
kaudthian was g i v e n  as badanqan, "companions," 
pangir inq, "those surrounding,"  u ranq-nya,  I1h is /her  
people ( i n  t h i s  case implies " fo l lowers") ;  al l  o f  these 
terms occur as l i t e r a r y  references t o  re ta iners  in t h e  
palace, t ha t  is,. r o y a l  at tendants.  

The etymological o r i g i n  o f  kaudth ian  remains 
problematical. B r u n e i  Malay t rad i t iona l  l i t e r a r y  expe r t s  
venture  no etymological explanat ion f o r  t h e  w o r d  
kaudthian. simply say ing  t h a t  it i s  a w o r d  wh ich  means 
what it means. A p a r t  f r o m  Arabic, t h e  most obvious 
sources f rom which  kaud th ian  m igh t  d e r i v e  a re  
Sanskr i t  and Tamil. A pre l im inary  check shows no 
obvious der ivat ional  source in e i ther .3  However, it i s  
possible t h a t  b o r r o w i n g  f r o m  Pali o r  some o the r  
Sanskr i t  de r i va t i ve  has occurred,  o r  else bo r row ing  
f rom ear ly  o r  middle Tamil, o r  f r om a cognate 
Dravid ian language; b u t  it has n o t  p roved  feasible t o  
check these sources. Given th is ,  p lus  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
Maxwell ( 1983) f i n d s  no  clear A rab i c  -source  f o r  t h e  

word, t h e  issue o f  t h e  o r i g i n  o f  kaudth ian  mus t  remain 
an open quest ion f o r  t h e  present .  

B y  contrast ,  t h e  pronunciat ion o f  kaudth ian  
presents  no  d i f f i c u l t y .  A l though [ 3 1 does n o t  occur  
i n  common da i l y  B r u n e i  Malay speech (as Maxwell 
1983:88 p o i n t s  o u t )  i t  none the less  does o c c u r  
i n f requen t l y  when da i l y  speech uses t h e  Arabic ized 
pronounciat ion, such  as ramadthan (medial Sal f o r  t h e  
name o f  t h e  f a s t i n g  month ,  w h i c h  i s  n o r m a l l v  
pronounced ramadan. -Also, t h e  Shair  Ken ~ambuha ;  
i s  a l i t e r a r y  work  r a t h e r  than da i ly  speech, and  i n  
l i t e r a r y  works  pronunciat ions not  used i n  da i l y  speech 
do occur.4 Cons ider ing  t h e  range o f  var ia t ions  
encountered in l i t e r a r y  usage, it is  t emp t ing  -to 
speculate t h a t  kaudth ian  could b e  re la ted  t o  t h e  kad ian  
( k a f - d a l  y a - n u n )  l i s t e d  i n  M a r s d e n  (1812): 
A r a b i c i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  media l  t o  [ 3 I; w i t h  
d ipthongizat ion o f  t h e  preceding a, possib ly  as a t y p e  
o f  labial ized concord w i t h  t h e  k. .& s t r u c t u r e .  A t  
present, however, it seems safest t o  v iew kaud th ian  as 
a lexeme un ique  t o  l i t e r a r y  B rune i  Malay. 

Maxwell (1983) presents  a good case t h a t  t h e  Sha i r  
Ken Tambuhan is set  in Borneo, r a t h e r  t h a n  in 
Palembang as Teeuw (19661 suggests. I t  would 
the re fo re  seem wor thwhi le  f o r  f u t u r e  research t o  seek 
a cognate f o r  kaud th ian  in t h e  languages of Sou the rn  
Borneo o r  i n  t h e  ne ighbor ing  archipelagean reg ion .  

Who then  is  i n  t h e  Shair  Ken Tambugan: Not  
"Kadayans" in t h e  sense o f  t h e  cu l t u ra l  g r o u p  in 
Brune i .  T h e  g r o u p  in t h e  Shair  Ken ~ambuha;  a re  
companions o r  at tendants o r  re ta iners  o f  rova l tv ,  
known as kgdayan in Java Malay, known as kaud th ian  
i n  l i t e r a r y  B r u n e i  Malay. 

NOTES 

1. The  reference is  t o  the  vers ion which t h e  au tho r  
i s  p resen t l y  w r i t i n g  u p  for  publ icat ion.  Unless 
c i t ed  t o  t h e  cont rary ,  al l  data g i ven  th roughou t  
a re  based on  t h e  author 's  unpub l ished f ie ldnotes.  



2. "Folk-etynlologyl' t h o u g h  t h i s  may be, it i s  a 
reasonab le  e x p l a n a t i o n  a n d  w a r r a n t s  ful l  
considerat ion. 

3. The  sources consul ted f o r  Sansk r i t  were Coulson 
(1971) and Williams (19711, f o r  Tamil The  Great  
L i fco  Dict ionary ( 1972 I .  T h e  present  au tho r ' s  
knowledge o f  b o t h  these languages is  exceedingly 
limited; it i s  possible t h a t  a scholar w i t h  deep 
knowledge o f  them would seen an obvious source o f  
o r ig in .  

4. Such var ian ts  o c c u r r i n g  in a re la t i ve l y  high 
frequency word, "news, t o  relate, t o  tell," a re  
kabar  (normal col loquial ); khabar  ( t h e  in i t ia l  kh i s  
a f r icat ive,  i n  t rad i t iona l  l i t e ra tu re  t h e  kh spe l l ing  
is usual ly used, b u t  i s  commonly real ized ora l l y  as 
k ) ,  o r  even kahabar (epenthet ic  a suppl ied, - 
usual ly  t o  meet metr ica l  requ i rements  1 .  T h e  
kahabar f o rm also occurs  sometimes in da i l y  
speech. - 

B ib l ioqraphy:  ' Coulson, Michael. 1976. Sansk r i t :  A n  
Introduction' t o  t h e  Classical Lanquaqe. Teach Yoursel f  
Books. Hodder and  Stouqhton,  London. T h e  Li feco - ~ 

D ic t ionary.  1972. (dus t j acke t  t i t l e :  The  Great  Li feco 
Dict ionarv) .  e leventh edi t ion,  The  L i t t l e  Flower - - -  , . .  
Company,  M a d r a s .  K imba l l ,  L i n d a  A m y .  1983. 
"Kadayans in - the  Shair  Ken Tambuhan. I' Borneo 
Research Bu l le t in  15.1 :21-25. Marsden, William. 1812. 
A Dict ionary o f  t h e  Malayan Lanquaqe, in two  parts,  
Malayan and Eng l ish  a n d  Enq l ish  and  Malayan, Cox a n d  
Baylis, London. Maxwell, A l len R. 1983. "Kedayan in 
the  Shair Ken Tambuhan and  Kadayan i n  Brunei , "  
Borneo Research Bul let in ,  15.2:87-97. Teeuw, A., 
ed. 1966. Shair Ken Tambuhan, O x f o r d  Un ive rs i t y  
Press, Kuala Lumpur .  Williams, Monier. 1971. A 

Museum Exh ib i t ion  on  Borneo 

/ 
Jan  A v e  a n d  V i c t o r  K i n g  w r i t e  t h a t  t h e  

Rijksmuseum voor  Volkenkunde, Leiden, i s  t o  ho ld  a 
major exh ib i t ion  on Borneo commencing January  1986. 
A f te r  n ine  months i n  Leiden it is  p lanned t o  t r a n s f e r  it 
t o  o the r  locations in Europe. i nc lud ing  England. T h e  
exh ib i t ion  w i l l  cover  al l  areas o f  Borneo: t h e  major i ty  
o f  t h e  objects w i l l  b e  f r o m  t h e  D u t c h  col lect ions o n  
Kalimantan (Leiden, Amsterdam and Groningen 1 ,  b u t  
t he re  are loan items on Malaysian Borneo f r o m  t h e  
Museum of  Mankind, London. Museums a t  Basel and 
Zu r i ch  are  also t o  lend some o f  t h e i r  Borneo materials. 
A v e  and  K i n g  a re  now engaged in w r i t i n g  a general  
backg round  book on  Borneo. T h e  book w i l l  b e  
i l l u s t r a t e d  w i t h  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  n u m b e r  o f  
b lack-and-whi te,  and colour photographs.  It w i l l  be  
pub l ished in t h e  Nether lands i n  bo th  Eng l ish  and  
Du tch  t o  accompany t h e  exhib i t ion.  T h e  ten ta t i ve  t i t l e  
o f  t h e  Eng l ish  vers ion  i s  -People o f  t h e  Weeping 
Forest :  T rad i t i on  and  Change i n  Borneo'.  T h e  .main 
theme o f  t h e  book and  exh ib i t ion  wi l l  be  t h e  int imate 
re lat ionship between t h e  social, economic and  c u l t u r a l  
l i f e  f o  Borneo peoples and  t h e  su r round ing  t rop ica l  
ra in fores t  envi ronment.  The consequences o f  f o res t  
destruct ion,  - t ransmigrat ion1 a n d  land sett lement 
schemes o n  t h e  populat ions w i l l  also b e  covered. 
pa r t i cu la r l y  u s i n g  examples f rom West Kalimantan and  
Sarawak,  o f  w h i c h  t h e  a u t h o r s  h a v e  p e r s o n a l  
knowledge. I n  sum, t h e  pro ject  wi l l  look b o t h  a t  
- t rad i t iona l1  Borneo cu l t u res  ( t h e  exh ib i t ion  w i l l  
d isp lay  some o f  t h e  f i nes t  examples o f  -Dayakl material  
c u l t u r e  in European museums) and  processes o f  
change. 

Dict ionary, Enql ish a n d  Sanskrit ' , t h i r d  Ind ian  ed i t ion  
(or ig ina l  edit ion 1851 1, Moti lal  Banarsidass, Delhi.  



O B I T U A R Y  

Dav id  William McCredie 

The death o f  Dav id  William McCredie on January  1, 
1984 from a road accident  whi le o n  a v i s i t  t o  Scotland, 
was a shock t o  a l l  those who knew him in Sabah. He 
died a t  t he  age o f  42, and  a t  t h e  peak o f  h i s  museum 
career. He establ ished t h e  new Sabah Museum, located 
on  t h e  s i te o f  t h e  o l d  Government House in Kota 
Kinabalu, Sabah, Malaysia, wh ich  had  since i t s  
found ing i n  1965 occupied temporary  premises i n  
shophouses in town. However, he did n o t  l i ve  t o  see 
t h e  of f ic ia l  opening by t h e  K i n g  wh ich  was he ld  o n  
A p r i l  11, last year.  

Dav id  f i r s t  came t o  Sabah in 1965 as a vo lun teer  
soi l  sc ient is t  w i t h  t h e  Department  o f  Ag r i cu l t u re .  As  

a soil scient ist w i t h  t h e  Department and  la ter  t h e  
Sabah Land Development Board  he  t rave l led  ex tens ive ly  
th roughout  t h e  s ta te  a n d  developed an i n te res t  in t h e  
customs and h i s t o r y  o f  Sabah. T h i s  prompted h im t o  
change career in 1977 and  become Cura to r  o f  t h e  
Sabah Museum, a pos t  wh ich  he  he ld  u n t i l  h i s  sudden 
death last  year. 

D u r i n g  h i s  cu ra to rsh ip  he encouraged and  assisted I 

research and s t u d y  pa r t i cu la r l y  by v i s i t i n g  scholars o f  I 

collections -in. t h e  Museum a n d  work  w i t h  museum 
~ e r s o n n e l  in t h e  f ie ld .  In 1980 t h e  Sabah Museum 
hosted a workshop on  conservat ion o f  museum objects 
i n  t ropical  condi t ions organized b y  t h e  Museum 
Association o f  Malaysia. A few months before  h i s  
death, t h e  Museum organ ized a l i ve-hand ic ra f t  show 
f o r  t h e  128th Malaysian Ru lers  Conference, hosted i n  
1983 b y  the  State. 

One of h i s  most las t ing  l i t e r a r y  works  was t h e  
Sabah Society's f i r s t  monograph "The P reh i s to ry  o f  
Sabah" b y  h i s  f r iends ,  Tom and Barbara  Harr isson, 
which he  edi ted in 1971. Another  l i t e r a r y  e f f o r t  was 
t h e  Sabah Museum Annals, wh ich  h e  launched in 1981, 
t o  pub l ish  research under taken  o r  assisted b y  Sabah 

, Museum. 

He leaves beh ind  h i s  wife, Catherine, and  two 
sons, Malcom 6, a n d  Benjamin 3. 

N E W S  AND A N N O U N C E M E N T S  

Journal  o f  Tropical  Ecoloqy 

T h e  Journal  o f  Trop ica l  Ecoloqy w i l l  be  launched in 
1985 b y  Cambr idge Un ive rs i t y  Press on behal f  o f  
I N T E C O L ,  t h e  Genera l  Eco logy  S e c t i o n  o f  t h e  
Internat ional  Union o f  Biological Sciences. I t  wi l l  
pub l i sh  papers in t h e  general  f i e l d  o f  t h e  ecology o f  
t rop ica l  regions. Papers may b e  devoted t o  t h e  
resu l ts  of o r iq ina l  research e i ther  e x ~ e r i m e n t a l  o r  
descr ipt ive.  o r  may fo rm s igni f icant  rebiews. S h o r t  
communications are  also welcome, in t h e  expectat ion 
t h a t  these w i l l  allow discussion t o  develop between 
readers.  I t  i s  hoped t h a t  t he  Journal  wi l l  no t  on l y  act  
as a v a l u e d  means o f  communica t ion  b e t w e e n  
establ ished ecologists, but will, b y  t h e  b r e a d t h  a n d  
qua l i t y  o f  i t s  papers, i t s  format and  price, s t imulate 
t h e  research ac t iv i t ies  o f  young ecologists in t rop ica l  
nat ions. I n  conjunct ion w i th  t h e  newslet ter  Wallaceana 
pub l ished a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Malaya, it wi l l  act  as a 
forum o f  exchange on  t h e  b road  top ic  o f  t rop ica l  
ecology. To  encourage T h i r d  World par t ic ipat ion,  t h e  
Journal  wi l l  b e  avai lable t o  subscr ibers  in developing 
count r ies  a t  a substant ia l l y  reduced cost.  

Members o f  t h e  Ins t i t u te  o f  South-East Asian 
Bio logy also have a major ro le t o   lay i n  t h e  ~ l a n n i n c l  

d 

and product ion  o f  th= Journal  o f  ~ r o ~ i c a l  €colosv. 
Ad r ian  Marshal l  has been appointed t h e  f o u n d i n q  
Ed i to r  and Mike Swaine t h e  . ~ e p u t v  Ed i to r .   he , . 
in ternat ional  coverage of t he  Journal wi l l  be  assured 
by t h e  appointment o f  an Edi tor ia l  Board  d r a w n  f r o m  
many d i f f e r e n t  nat ions. Papers wi l l  be  in Engl ish, t h e  
language most widely used b y  t rop ica l  ecologists, and  
each s u b m i t t e d  p a p e r  w i l l  b e  assessed b y  t w o  
reviewers.  As  each annual  volume wi l l  consist  o f  f o u r  
q u a r t e r l y  numbers it i s  expected t h a t  t h e  r a p i d  
publ icat ion o f  accepted papers wi l l  be possible. 



Fur the r  , in format ion o n  submi t t ing  papers is  
available f rom D r .  A .  G. Marshal l  (Ed i to r  - JTEI,  
Ins t i tu te  o f  South-East Asian Biology. c / o  Department 
o f  Zoology, Un ive rs i t y  o f  Aberdeen, Aberdeen AB9 
2TN, Scotland, U. K. 

OCCASIONAL PAPERS SERIES 

T h e  C e n t r e  f o r  S o u t h - E a s t  A s i a n  S tud ies ,  
Un ivers i ty  o f  Hull, cont inues i t s  Occasional Papers 
Series (each paper is  L1.50, exclus ive o f  postage).  
The Papers thus  f a r  avai lable are: 

No. 1 ' B r i t i s h  a t t i t udes  t o  indigenous states i n  
South-East Asia i n  t h e  n ineteenth c e n t u r y '  by 
D. K. Bassett, 71 p p .  

No. 2 'Ethnic classif icat ion and  ethnic re lat ions:  a 
Borneo case s t u d y '  by V.  T.  King, 49 p p .  

No. 3 ' In ternat ional ism a n d  Nationalism: Western 
Socialism and  t h e  problem of Vietnam' b y  C. 
J. C'ristie, 43 pp. 

No. 4 'The Sukarno-Controvers ies o f  1980181' b y  
Oey Hong Lee, 42 pp.  

No. 5 ' Ins t i tu t iona l  C red i t  and  Small-Scale Farmers 
i n  Noi-th Eastern Thai land'  by Paul L igh t foo t  
and Jacquel ine Fox, 46 p p .  

No. 6. 'The B r i t i s h  Residency i n  Brunei ,  1906-1959' I 

b y  A.  V. M. Horton, 95 p p .  
I 

ORGANIZED SESSION, 84th ANNUAL MEETING 
AMERICAN ANTHROPOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION 

WASHINGTON, D. C., DECEMBER 5-8. 1985 

Members o f  t h e  Borneo Research Counci l  p resent  in 
Denver agreed t h a t  we should attempt t o  organize a 
session f o r  t h e  presentat ion o f  papers a t  t h e  1985 
Annual Meeting o f  t h e  American Anthropological  
Association i n  Washington, D.  C. 

T h e  theme f o r  t h e  session wi l l  be, "Nation States 
and T r i b a l  Societies i n  Southeast Asia,'' pe rm i t t i ng  u s  
t o  invo lve  anthropologists f r o m  o ther  p a r t s  o f  t h e  
region.  

B O R N E O  N E W S  

Brune i  News 

SINAUT AGRICULTURAL TRAINING CENTRE 

T h e  Sinaut  Ag r i cu l t u ra l  T r a i n i n g  Cent re  dates f r o m  
1964 when B r u n e i  Shel l  Petroleum Company Berhad  put 
f o r w a r d  proposals t o  t h e  B rune i  Government t o  develop 
a fa rm management pro ject  which could con t r i bu te  
towards t h e  development of t h e  ag r i cu l t u ra l  i n d u s t r y  
w i th in  t h e  State. T h e  Government gave t h e  Company 
eve ry  encouragement and, a f t e r  exp lo r i ng  several  
possible areas, a s i t e  was chosen a t  Mile 21 adjacent t o  
t h e  main h ighway between Bandar Ser i  Begawan and  
Tu tong  in Kampong Sinaut .  

T h e  21 hectare holding, which i l lus t ra tes  t h e  
m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  so i l s  a n d  t o p o g r a p h i c  f e a t u r e s  
encountered w i th in  t h e  fa rming areas o f  t h e  State, was 
cleared and  f o u r  smallholder u n i t s  established, each 
w i t h  a major and  one o r  two  subs id ia ry  en terpr ises .  
The  fo rmer  were rubbe r ,  pepper, r i ce  and  beef cat t le .  
Reports on  t h e  progress  o f  t h e  pro jec t  appeared 
annual ly  f rom 1966 t o  1973. As time went on i t  became 
possible t o  evaluate t h e  economic v iab i l i t y  o f  t h e  major 
c rop  and  l ivestock enterpr ises  under  p reva i l i ng  B r u n e i  
small ho lder  condi t ions.  A composite f a rm management 
s t u d y  was pub l ished f o r  Government i n  1974. 

Concur rent ly ,  i n  1974, discussions were he ld  w i t h  
t h e  Honourable State Secretary, t h e  D i rec to r  o f  
A g r i c u l t u r e  and Members of t h e  Agr icu l tu re ,  F isher ies 
and F o r e s t r y  Sub-committee o f  t h e  State 1975-1979 
F ive  Year National Development Plan on t h e  f u t u r e  o f  



t h e  Sinaut proj,ect. I t  was mutua l ly  agreed t o  use the  
experience gained in t h e  f a r m  management pro jec t  as a 
basis for  an ag r i cu l t u ra l  t r a i n i n g  programme and, 
following approval  by His  Majesty The  Sultan. S inaut  
was established as t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  T r a i n i n g  Cen t re  f o r  
t he  State. 

B r u n e i  S h e l l  P e t r o l e u m  Company B e r h a d  
cont r ibu ted t h e  twen ty  one hectare developed and 
equipped site a n d  t h e  B r u n e i  Government t h e  capi ta l  t o  
b u i l d  a s i x t y  f o u r  bed  resident ia l  block, s ta f f  housing, 
classrooms and o f f i ce  fac i l i t ies.  T h e  opera t ing  costs 
are shared more o r  less equal ly  between t h e  two  
par tners  w i th  t h e  B r u n e i  Shel l  con t r i bu t i on  cove r ing  
t h e  salaries o f  t h e  senior teaching and  pro jec t  s taf f ,  
t he  purchase o f  books, f a r m  machinery and  a va r i e t y  
of anci l lary items. T h e  building and  f a r m  development 
programmes were s t a r t e d  in mid- 1975, t h e  f i r s t  
trainees enrol led i n  January,  1976 and t h e  fac i l i t ies 
f ina l l y  completed i n  June, 1977. 

Course Options . 

The main emphasis o f  t h e  fu l l - t ime resident ia l  
t r a in ing  programme during t h e  f i r s t  two years  was t h e  
t ra in ing  o f  young  men t o  become commercial farmers. 
Th is  was though t  t o  b e  an impor tan t  con t r i bu t i on  
towards t h e  expansion o f  commercial fa rming w i th in  t h e  
State and a n .  appropr ia te  level a t  which to  in i t ia te  
t ra in ing  at t h e  new Cent re .  T h i s  la t te r  object ive 
prov ided an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  concentrate on  teaching 
sk i l l s  and fa rming procedures  so t h a t  f r o m  t h e  
beginning all t h e  teaching work  could be  based on a 
sound knowledge and  a b i l i t y  in prac t ica l  fa rming.  

Du r ing  1978 i t  was decided t o  establ ish two f u r t h e r  
courses at jun io r  technic ian level.  One o f  these was 
or ientated t o  t r a i n  personnel  . f o r  t h e  Government 
mechanised r i c e  p roduc t i on  scheme and t h e  o thers  t o  
prov ide  qual i f ied Brune ian s ta f f  t o  man Government 
a n d  commercia l  l i v e s t o c k  p r o j e c t s .  B o t h  w e r e  
established during 1979 w i th  t he  former ca te r i ng  f o r  
two intakes o f  t ra inees and t h e  la t te r  f o r  one. 
Discussions w i t h  t h e  Department o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  d u r i n g  
1980 resul ted in a decision b y  t h e  Adv i so ry  Board  t o  

suspend these speci f ic  technician courses in f a v o u r  o f  
establ ish ing a more broad-based ag r i cu l t u ra l  technic ian 
t r a i n i n g  programme. 

Th i s  was programmed t o  be  a two-year course 
demanding t h e  same e n t r y  requirements as t h e  one 
yea r  courses. A wide range of crop. l ivestock and  
mechanisation subjects were inc luded p lus  oppor tun i t ies  
f o r  technical  special izat ion d u r i n g  t h e  second yea r  o f  
t h e  t r a i n i n g  programme. The f ina l  in take o f  s tuden ts  
f o r  this' course was in 1982 and  t h e  successfu l  
s tudents  graduated i n  1984. 

In June 1983 t h e  f ina l  in take of s tudents  were 
enrol led a t  t h e  Cent re  under  t h e  Young Farmers' 
Resettlement Scheme. The  successful s tudents  w i l l  
g raduate  in 1985. 

The  in i t ia l  in take o f  s tudents were enrol led in June 
1983 in t h e  newly- in i t ia ted  B rune i  National Diploma in 
A g r i c u l t u r e  course. 

AWANC G. V. BAUTISTA at tended t h e  N i n t h  Asian 
Pacif ic Week Science Society Conference, November 28 
- December 2, 1983 in t h e  Phi l ippines. 

DR. W. J. BURROWS replaced Awang. J. St .  Groome 
in A p r i l  1983 a t  t h e  Sinaut  Ag r i cu l t u ra l  T r a i n i n g  
Center .  He i s  on assignment f rom Shell Research 
Limited, Un i ted  Kingdom. 

I 

I AWANG J. ST. J. GROOME ended h i s  long association 
w i t h  t h e  Cent re  in February ,  1983 t o  t ake  u p  an 

! a p p o i n t m e n t  w i t h i n  t h e  N o n - t r a d i t i o n a l  B u s i n e s s  
I D iv is ion o f  Shel l  In ternat ional  Petroleum Company 
I Limited. 

Ll NDA K IMBALL i s  t rans la t i ng  B rune i  Malay fo lk ta les.  
She hopes t o  have t h e  prose ones completed b y  t h e  
end  o f  t h i s  school year .  She plans t o  w o r k  t h e  
material  up in to  a monograph. 



AWANG THOMAS LEE KOK CHO presented a paper 
ent i t led -Feed Resources and  Ava i lab i l i t y  o f  Swamp 
Pastures in Brune i '  in Tokyo, Japan d u r i n g  t h e  5 t h  
World Conference o n  Animal Product ion f r o m  Augus t  10 
- August  17, 1983. 

AWANG MATZlN B I N  SALLEH, AWANG SHAHRILL B I N  
HJ SHAHBUDIN and  AWANG MD NOOR B I N  HJ DAUD 
attended an in tens ive  course i n  t h e  New Spel l ing 
System at t he  Language and L i t e ra tu re  Bureau,  Bandar  
Ser i  Begawan, Feb rua ry  21 - 27. 1983. 

Kalimantan News 

CARL HOFFMAN has taken an indef in i te  leave f r o m  
academia and is  a Peace Corps  volunteer, posted t o  a 
remote community o f  Hanuno-o i n  t h e  mountains o f  
Southern Mindoro. His new address is :  U.S. Peace 
Corps, P.O. Box 7013, Airmail  Exchange Off ice, 
M.I.A. PHILIPPINES area 3120. 

B O O K ' R E V I E W S ,  A B S T R A C T S  1 
& B I B L I O G R A P H Y  

BOOK REVIEWS t 1 - I 

Review of :  Sabah Museum Annals, Nos. 1 and  2. Kota 
Kinabalu: Muzium Sabah. 1979 and  1980. I 

These two volumes inaugura te  a new publ icat ion 
1 

series. I n  an i n t r o d u c t o r y  note t o  t h e  f i r s t  number, 
t h e  l a te  C u r a t o r  o f  t h e  Sabah Museum, D a v i d  
McCredie, describes t h e  series as address ing  a major 
task o f  t he  Museum -- t h e  "dissemination o f  knowledge 
concerning l i fe  in Sabah, b o t h  pas t  a n d  present t '  (p. 
i v ) .  To  th i s  end. t h e  volumes make an  auspicious 

I 
s tar t .  

The f i r s t  number conta ins f o u r  papers.  A l l  were 
presented or ig ina l ly  a t  a seminar sponsored by t h e  
Summer l ns t i t u te  o f  L inguist ics,  en t i t led  "Appl icat ion 

of L ingu is t ic  Studies t o  Sabah Cu l tu res" .  T h e  f i r s t  
paper b y  Kenneth Pike descr ibes t h e  var ious academic 
programs wh ich  SIL has under taken elsewhere in t h e  
world, showing how, in d i f f e ren t  ways. l i ngus i t i c  
research has addressed a va r i e t y  o f  nat ional language 
issues. A conc lud ing  paper, also b y  Kenneth Pike, 
t r ea ts  "Some Universals of Human Behaviour",  as 
represented in language theo ry .  The  second paper  in 
t h e  volume, "Language Considerat ions in Community 
Development" b y  Eve lyn  Pike deals ch ie f l y  w i t h  
nation'al-ethnic language relat ions. I n  it Eve lyn  P ike  
reminds u s  t h a t  "Language is  a t  t h e  core o f  human 
experience"; t h a t  e thn i c  languages can serve  as a 
b r i d g e  t o  t h e  acquis i t ion of a national language; a n d  
t h a t  a l l  languages, i nc lud ing  "ethnic"  ones, encode 
un ique  elements o f  human experience ( pp. 13-16). 

While t h e  preced ing papers are  re la t ive ly  general  
i n  scope, t h e  third b y  Ju l ie  Blom, "Dialect Comparison 
a n d  B i l i n g u a l i s m :  t h e  K u d a t  D i v i s i o n " ,  r e p o r t s  
speci f ica l ly  o n  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  c u r r e n t  research.  In 
1979, when these papers  were o r i g ina l l y  presented, t h e  
Summer  l n s t i t u t e  was j u s t  b e g i n n i n g  t h e  f i r s t  
comprehensive l ingu is t i c  s u r v e y  ever  unde r taken  in 
Sabah. Ind ica t ing  something o f  i t s  magnitude. as well 
as t h e  r ichness o f  t h e  l ingu is t i c  si tuat ion, f i n d i n g s  t o  
date have prov is iona l ly  ident i f ied  51 languages and  83 
dialects i n  Sabah. t h e  major i ty  o f  them centered 
en t i re l y  i n  t h e  state ( c f .  Mil ler "Update on l i ngu i s t i c  
Research in Sabah", BRB (1984) 16:34). Aga ins t  t h i s  
background,  Ju l ie  Blom's paper i s  especially valuable, 
n o t  on l y  fo r  i t s  results. but also because it discusses 
' the goals a n d  procedures o f  t h e  SIL su rvey .  

Blom l i s ts  t he  main goals as fol lows: "1 )  t o  
d e t e r m i n e  d i a l e c t i c a l  b o u n d a r i e s  w i t h i n  d e f i n e d  
geographical areas which together comprise t h e  e n t i r e  
State of Sabah; 2 )  t o  determine more precisely t h e  
degree o f  i n te l l i g i b i l i t y  across major and  minor d ia lect  
boundaries; a n d  3 )  t o  determine, b y  means o f  a 
national language i n te l l i g i b i l i t y  test,  t h e  level  o f  
b i l ingual ism in t h e  s ta te  by comput ing t h e  levels o f  
unders tand ing o f  t h e  nat ional  language" ( p. 24) .  



I Blom i n  , he r  paper also discusses procedures 
beginning w i t h  t h e  pre l im inary  ident i f i ca t ion  o f  s u r v e y  
communities. Once t h i s  ident i f i ca t ion  is  made, an I 

in i t ia l  su rvey  t r ip i s  c a r r i e d  ou t  in wh ich  word  l i s ts  
a r e  r e c o r d e d ,  a n  e t h n o g r a p h i c  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  
administered, a n d  a s h o r t  tape recorded s t o r y  col lected 
i n  t h e  local  d i a l e c t .  Word  l i s t s  p r o v i d e  t h e  
( lexicostat ist ical l basis o n  wh ich  dialect ical boundar ies 
are established. T h e  subsequent  stages of research 
concern mainly i n te l l i g i b i l i t y  tes t ing .  A d ia lect  t e s t  i s  
developed f rom t h e  s t o r y  col lected d u r i n g  t h e  in i t ia l  
survey  t r i p  a n d  takes t h e  f o r m  o f  a n a r r a t i v e  and 
r u n n i n g  q u e s t i o n s  a d m i n i s t e r e d  t o  a se lec ted  
cross-section o f  in fo rmants  in each o f  t h e  communities 
surveyed.  The  resu l t s  are then  compared w i t h  t h e  
lexicostatistical resu l ts .  T h e  s igni f icance o f  t h e  
comparison is  n ice ly  i l l us t ra ted  b y  t h e  work  o f  Blom 
and her  colleagues. A l t hough  t h e  resu l t s  a re  similar, 
there  are also d i f ferences,  and u s i n g  data f rom t h e  
ethnographic questionnaire, these a re  b r i e f l y  analyzed 
i n  terms of- t h e  inf luence o f  non- l ingu is t i c  fac tors  on 
inte l l ig ib i l i ty ,  in par t i cu la r  t h e  presence o f  tamus 
market towns as b i l ingua l  envi ronments.  

A similar t es t i ng  techn ique is  used t o  measure 
Bahasa Malaysia bi l ingual ism, and  t h e  n a r r a t i v e  and 
questions used t o  t es t  i n te l l i g i b i l i t y  a re  appended a t  
the  end o f  t h e  paper.  

The more speci f ic  resu l t s  o f  t h e  s t u d y  are 
themselves s ign i f i cant .  The  Kudat  D iv is ion  inc ludes 
the  Kudat, Pitas and  Kota Marudu d i s t r i c t s .  The  
pr inc ipal  language o f  t h e  Div is ion i s  Rungus, a n d  t h e  
s tudy  specif ical ly concerns Rungus and  re lated dialects 
and languages w i t h  close a f f in i t ies  t o  Rungus.  T h u s  
the  s tudy  excludes Banggi,  Bajau and Suluk;  these 
the  author te l l s  us, t h o u g h  spoken in t h e  Division. a re  
t o  receive separate t reatment elsewhere. 

Excluding these l a t t e r  languages, Rungus i s  t h e  
sole d i a l e c t  o f  t h e  K u d a t  d i s t r i c t .  It i s  a lso  
extensively spoken in t h e  Pitas d i s t r i c t .  I n  o r d e r  t o  
gauge re lat ionships between geographical ly  d ispersed 
forms of Rungus, Blom and  he r  colleagues worked in 
bo th  d is t r ic ts .  survey ing ,  in all, n i ne  Rungus 

communities. I n  t he  Pitas d i s t r i c t ,  beside Rungus,  
f o u r  o the r  g r o u p s  are  local ly d is t ingu ished:  Tambanua, 
Orang  Sungai. Kimaragang and Sonsogon. Blom and  
h e r  co-workers found t h a t  t h e  d is t inc t ion  between 
Tambanua and  Orang  Sungai i s  based on  re l ig ious  
af f i l ia t ion,  n o t  language. The  Orang  Sungai  a re  
Mus l ims;  t h e  Tambanua,  n e i t h e r  Mus l ims  n o r  
C h r i s t i a n s .  B o t h  a r e  c lassed b y  B l o m  as  
Tambanua-speakers. Similar ly, Blom found Sonsogon, 
wh ich  i s  also spoken in t h e  Kota Marudu d i s t r i c t ,  t o  
be  a Kimaragang dialect.  The l ingu is t ic  p i c t u r e  in t h e  
Kota Marudu d i s t r i c t  i s  complicated by immigrat ion. 

I Here the re  are  seven locally recognized g roups :  
I Tebi lung, Tanduk,  Kinagas, Dusun, Lingabau, Garo 

and  Sonsogon. Garo i s  f o u n d  t o  b e  mutal ly  in te l l ig ib le  
w i t h  K imaragang ,  w h i l e  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e t w e e n  
Tanduk,  Kinagas and  Dusun is  social r a t h e r  t h a n  
l ingu is t i c  and all t h ree  are classed as "Dusun" .  In 
summary, t h e  f i n d i n g s  o f  Blom a n d  he r  co-workers  

I 
g rea t l y  c l a r i f y  t h e  p i c t u r e  of l ingu is t i c  re lat ionships i n  
t h e  Kudat  Div is ion.  T h e y  also po in t  u p  a number  o f  
socio- l inguist ic  issues re lated t o  mul t i l ingual ism t h a t  
f u t u r e  research m igh t  p ro f i t ab l y  pursue.  

T h e  second number o f  t h e  Sabah Museum Annals 
contains two papers. T h e  f i r s t ,  "Museum Act iv i t ies" ,  

1 p rov ides  a br ie f ,  but t imely rev iew o f  t he  h i s t o r y  o f  
t h e  Sabah Museum a n d  describes i t s  collections, special 
exhib i t ions,  s ta f f i ng  a n d  research programs. In terms 
o f  research, t h e  museum has been most ac t ive  in t h e  
area o f  archaeology, unde r tak ing  important  w o r k  a t  
Madai, Ba tu rong  and  T ingkayu,  al l  on the  East Coast, 

l a n d  it i s  hoped t h a t  t h e  resu l ts  o f  t h i s  work  w i l l  find 
t h e i r  way i n to  f u t u r e  numbers o f  t h e  Annals. F ina l l y ,  

i t h e  last  paper. "Sabah Peoples1 Who's Who" by Ph i l l i s  
i D u n n  presents an extremely usefu l  g lossary o f  terms 
I 

I 
a n d  e t h n o n y m s  w h i c h  appear  in t h e  p u b l i s h e d  
l i te ra ture ,  o r  are in local use, f o r  t h e  var ious  
languages and  e thn ic  g roups  o f  Sabah. ( C l i f f o r d  
Sa the r )  

William H. Smith ( e d i t o r ) .  WORKSHOP ON RESEARCH 
P R I O R I T I E S  I N  T I D A L  SWAMP R I C E .  Man i la ,  
l n ternat ional  Rice Research Inst i tu te,  1984.1 



This  book ,consists o f  17 s h o r t  papers  concern ing  
aspects o f  r i ce  cu l t i va t ion  i n  t ida l  swamps. The  
papers had  t h e i r  genesis a t  t h e  T ida l  Swamp Rice 
Workshop held in Banjarmasin, South  Kalimantan i n  
June 1981. Eleven o f  t h e  papers  a re  whol ly  o r  
par t ia l l y  about t ida l  swamp cu l t i va t ion  i n  Indonesia. 

Th is  i s  a v e r y  usefu l  book because it descr ibes 
r ice cu l t i va t ion  in a harsh,  water logged envi ronment.  
It is a book t h a t  can be o f  considerable value t o  
government p lanners,  cu l t u ra l  geographers.  and 
anthropologists because it descr ibes how peasants 
achieve subsistence i n  localit ies t h a t  are r a r e l y  v i s i t ed  
b y  outs iders and  where t h e  government  o f  lndonesia 
exercises minimal cont ro l  ove r  land use. Because it 
describes subsistence in a h a r s h  envi ronment,  it is  
comparable t o  t h e  cu l t i va t ion  o f  suga r  p roduc ing  lon tar  
palms on the  a r i d  islands o f  Savu a n d  Rot i  t h a t  js 
described b y  James L. Fox in HARVEST OF THE 
PALM . 

The main' c r i t i c ism o f  t h i s  book i s  t h e  use o f  t h e  
word "farmer.I,' Not on ly  i s  t h i s  technical ly  incorrect ,  
it also creates confusion, t h e  bane o f  e f fec t ive  
government act ion t o  increase food product ion .  T h e  
proper  word  t o  descr ibe t i da l  swamp r i c e  cu l t i va to rs  is  
"peasant." The  average size o f  t h e i r  ho ld ings  is  1 .5  
t o  2 hectares, j u s t  su f f i c ien t  t o  p roduce  enough food 
f o r  household subsistence, p lus  an average annual 
10-15% surp lus '  f o r  market  sale t h a t  i s  used t o  
purchase a v e r y  l imi ted number o f  manufactured items. 
The peasant cu l t i va to rs  o f  t i da l  swamps d o  no t  p roduce 
an assured food su rp lus  f o r  market  sale i n  all c rop  
years. They  a re  vu lnerab le  t o  h u n g e r  in poor c r o p  
years, especially when the re  have been excessive o r  
prolonged floods. 

Peasants cou ld  cu l t i va te  more . l and  if t h e y  wanted 
because they  are  on t h e  ag r i cu l t u ra l  f r o n t i e r  where 
land is  available t o  those who wi l l  c lear  it. If an 
a s s u r e d  f o o d  s u r p l u s  i s  t o  b e  p r o d u c e d ,  t h e  
acquisi t ion o f  new ag r i cu l t u ra l  land must  b e  taken f rom 
vi l lage councils. T h e  cent ra l  government could then  
allow energetic households t o  acqu i re  more land t h a n  i s  

needed f o r  subsistence. These households wou ld  bring 
t h i s  land under  cu l t i va t ion  b y  per fo rming t h e  requ i s i t e  
labor -- o r  government  policies could induce some 
households t o  expend t h i s  labor.  Yields can also b e  
increased by b u i l d i n g  more sluices t o  cont ro l  water  a n d  
b y  double c ropp ing .  The  persons who wro te  t h e  
papers about  lndonesia c lear ly  te l l  t h e  reader  t h a t  
b o t h  double c ropp ing  technology and local var ie t ies  o f  
r i c e  a re  avai lable t h a t  can produce one c r o p  in t h e  
west season and  another in t h e  less wet season. Some 
households a l ready p rac t i ce  double cropping,  

"Farmer" i s  t h e  t e r m  f o r  cu l t i va tors  who p roduce  
an assured food s u r p l u s  i n  all years. The object  o f  
fa rmers  is  t o  sel l  t h e i r  crops on t h e  market  and  
measure t h e i r  social secu r i t y  b y  t h e  amount o f  t h e i r  
money incomes. T h e  peasant cu l t i va tors  o f  Indonesia's 
t ida l  swamps d o  n o t  do  th is .  Un t i l  t h i s  d i f fe rence in 
social motivat ion i s  c lear ly .  understood by government  
planners. t h e y  wi l l  f a i l  to induce cu l t i va to rs  o f  new 
lands t o  produce an assured food su rp lus  f o r  market  
sale. Subsistence w i l l  b e  repl icated on these new 
lands regardless o f  how e f f i c ien t  p lan t  b reeders  a re  in 
developing h i g h e r  y ie ld ing  var iet ies o f  r i ce  f o r  t i da l  
swamp cu l t i va tors .  ( Ronald E,  Seavoyl  

' ~ e ~ r i n t e d  by kind permission o f  John A .  MacDougall, 
Editor,  lndonesia Reports. 

H a j i  Z a i n i  H a j i  A h m a d ,  B R U N E I  K E A R A H  
KEMERDAKAAN 1984. T h e  rev i va l  o f  Brunei ,  a f t e r  
centur ies  o f  seemingly- i r revers ib le decline, dates f rom 
January  1906. when M r .  M. S. H. M c A r t h u r  assumed 
of f ice as t h e  f i r s t  B r i t i s h  Resident i n  t he  Sul tanate.  
Or ig ina l ly  t h e  i n i t i a t i ve  remained f i r m l y  w i t h  t h e  
imperial  power, b u t  fo l lowing the  Second World War t h e  
b a l a n c e  s h i f t e d  t o w a r d s  t h e  peop le :  B r i t i s h  
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  i n s t e a d  o f  i n i t i a t i n g  p o l i c y  ( a s  
fo rmer ly ) ,  were ob l iged increasingly t o  reac t  t o  
demands made upon them b y  an emerging nat ional is t  
movement led  by t h e  charismatic She ikh  Ahmad 
Azahar i .  



On t h e  ev? o f  t h e  Residential  Era, B r u n e i  was "a 
d y i n g  kingdom": 1 al l  b u t  a small remnant  o f  i t s  once 
extensive empire had  been lost  ( t h o u g h  one h is to r ian  
has suggested recen t l y  t h a t  " t he  impression o f  
prosper i ty"  conveyed by Mr .  Pigafetta's wel l-known 
16th cen tu ry  account may be  misleading 1 ; 2 t h e  Sul tan 
and nobles were b a n k r u p t  and, t h e i r  revenues hav ing  
already been ant ic ipated f o r  many years  ahead, were 
"face t o  face w i th  beggaryH;3 disaffect ion, caused b y  
oppression and misrule, was general  in t h e  o u t  
d is t r ic ts ,  pa r t i cu la r l y  in Bela i t  a n d  Tutong,  where 
(according even t o  a f r i e n d l y  obse rve r )  t h e  inhabi tants 
were kep t  peaceable on ly  " b y  t h e  idea wh ich  preva i ls  
among them t h a t  t h e  c o u n t r y  i s  soon t o  b e  merged in 
Sarawaki';4 and, f ina l l y ,  Rajah Char les Brooke, who 
owned considerable r i g h t s  w i th in  even t h e  rump of 
t e r r i t o r y  remaining t o  Brunei ,  was res t ra ined  f r o m  
del iver ing t h e  coup d e  qrace on l y  because t h e  
Sultanate enjoyed t h e  s ta tus  o f  a B r i t i s h  protectorate.5 
F i r s t  and foremost, therefore.  t h e  Residency p rese rved  
the  existence o f  t h e  Sul tanate as a separate State. 
Second, a f te r  a l eng thy  s t rugg le .  f u l l  in te rna l  
sovereignty was regained in t h e  sense t h a t  f u r t h e r  
t e r r i t o r i a l  encroachments by t h e  Brooke State were 
prevented and t h e  Rajah's in f luence w i th in  B rune i  was 
f i r s t  contained and then  eliminated.6 

The Residency, which lasted u n t i l  1959, resu l ted  
i n  much more besides. The  t rad i t iona l  system o f  

I administration, taxa t ion  a n d  land t e n u r e  based on  
kerajaan (c rown 1, k u r i p a n  (min is te r ia l )  and  t u l i n  
( p r i v a t e )  r i g h t s  was swept aside; a na tura l  concomitant 

I was t h e  abol i t ion o f  serfdom and  t h e  possib i l i ty ,  f o r  
I the  f i r s t  time, o f  land ownersh ip  by t h e  o r d i n a r y  

people. The B r i t i s h  in t roduced instead a new system 
I 

i I of  centra l  government a n d  d i s t r i c t  administrat ion, 
control led b y  t h e  Resident (ac t i ng  in t h e  name o f  t h e  
Su l tan) ,  whose w r i t  was e f fec t ive  th roughou t  t h e  
c o u n t r y .  T h e y  l a i d  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n s  f o r  a new 
bureaucracy ( p u b l i c  t r easu ry ,  wo rks  department, 

I police fo rce) ,  in t roduced a s ingle legal tender  ( t h e  
Stra i ts '  do l la r )  and issued B rune i ' s  f i r s t  recognized 
postage stamps. T h e  capital  was removed f r o m  i t s  
unheal thy location ove r  t h e  r i v e r  a t  Kampong A y e r  t o  
a new s i te on ne ighbour ing  t e r r a  f i rma.  I n  t h e  

I 
I 

economic sphere, t h e  new pol i t ica l  s tabi l i ty ,  coupled 
w i t h  freedom f r o m  a r b i t r a r y  confiscat ion o f  p r o p e r t y  
b y  penq i rans  (nobles ) renewed incentive, p rev ious l y  
st i f led, f o r  indigenous ag r i cu l t u ra l  p roduct ion .  Equal ly  
important  were innovat ions o f  p r inc ip le :  whereas 
Bruneians had tended t o  conceive o f  t h e i r  society as 
static.7 f o r  example, t h e y  now became aware o f  t h e  
advantages o f  development. 

In short,  t h e  beg inn ing  o f  t h e  Residential  Era  
marks  a major po in t  o f  depa r tu re  in t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  
Sultanate. On t h e  o the r  hand, encouragement was 
g i ven  t o  t rad i t iona l  fo rces  i n  Brune i  society, such  as 

1 t h e  Muslim re l ig ion :  in 1906 the re  was o n l y  one 
mosque i n  t h e  Sultanate, a wooden s t r u c t u r e  d a t i n g  
f rom 1902, wh ich  i tse l f  had been b u i l t  w i t h  B r i t i s h  
assistance. 8 A new programme o f  mosque-bui ld ing was 

I 
undertaken,  f o u r  be ing  completed in 1911 a n d  th ree  
more i n  1928-9.9 Even the  c u r r e n t  roya l  autocracy10 
in B rune i  i s  no t  w i thou t  a deb t  t o  t h e  Residents. f o r  
when Mr .  M c A r t h u r  f i r s t  a r r i ved  in t h e  c o u n t r y  (19043 
Sul tan Hashim (r1885-1906) was unable t o  count  on  t h e  
implementation o f  h i s  d i rec t ives  even in t h e  capital .  11 
The  B r i t i s h  po l icy  o f  bo ls te r ing  t h e  p res t i ge  and  

1 
a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  m o n a r c h y  r e a c h e d  i t s  n a t u r a l  

I conclusion i n  1959, when power was t rans fe r red ,  no t  
I 

t o  t h e  people, b u t  overwhelmingly t o  t h e  crown. 

I 

I 
Another watershed was reached i n  1932 when t h e  

f i r s t  consignment o f  o i l  was expor ted  f rom Seria. T o  
g i v e  a few stat ist ics. p roduct ion  tota l led 600,000 tons  

I annual ly  on  t h e  eve o f  t h e  i l legal Japanese occupation 
(1941-5). but scaled a yea r l y  level o f  f i v e  mi l l ion tons  
d u r i n g  t h e  mid-1950s. Brune i ' s  nat ional income 
increased in tandem: annual Government receipts,  a 
mere $51,777 i n  1907 a n d  s t i l l  on ly  $362,403 on  t h e  

I th resho ld  o f  t h e  o i l  e ra  (19321, had reached o v e r  $129 
mil l ion a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  Residential Era (1959).  The  
1940s - a t ime o f  war and reconst ruc t ion  - was a 
decade wasted, but during t h e  1950s t h e  new wealth 
was used t o  lay  t h e  foundat ions of a wel fare s ta te  and  
t o  establ ish an i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  fo r  f u t u r e  economic 
g rowth .  



mean while.^ t h e  people were demanding a greater  
say in determining t h e i r  own f u t u r e .  In 1956 She ikh  
Ahmad Azahari  founded t h e  B rune i  People's Pa r t y  
(Parta i  Rakyat )  which immediately won overwhelming 
popular  support ,  a t ta in ing  a membership o f  16,000 
w i th in  one year .  ( T o  g i v e  an idea o f  scale, Brune i ' s  
total populaiion i n c r e a s d  f rom 41,000 in 1947 t o  84,000 
b y  1960). T h e  Par t y  demanded independence, the  
reunion of Kalimantan Utara  (N.W. Borneo)  unde r  
Brunei 's  control,  and an improvement i n  t h e  people's 
s tandard of l i v i n g .  I n  1957 She ikh  Azahari, a 
spel l-binder of a pub l i c  speaker who enjoyed full 
backing f rom t h e  people, headed a merdeka mission t o  

I London, b u t  r e t u r n e d  empty-handed, a f te r  which t h e  
People's Par ty  appeared t o  loss momentum. 

Meanwhile t h e  Sul tan 's  own const i tut ional  proposals 
were implemented i n  September 1959, when t h e  
Residential System was abol ished and  B rune i  acquired 
f u l l  in ternal  autonomy. In place o f  t h e  Resident t he re  
was to  be a Ment r i  Besar - appointed by t h e  Sul tan.  
I n  place of t h e  d iscred i ted  State Counci l ,  t he re  was t o  
b e  an Execut ive Counci l  - e n t i r e l y  nominated b y  t h e  
Sultan; and a Legis lat ive Counci l  t o  b e  p a r t l y  elected 
b y  universal  su f f rage  - b u t  t o  have a major i ty  o f  
members nominated b y  t h e  Sul tan.  As M r .  Raeburn, 
t h e  Partai Rakyat 's  legal adviser ,  commented when 
these plans were f i r s t  revealed ( 1957), t h e  monarchy 
reta ined "autocrat ic  powers"; . nominated members 
depended on  goodwil l  and  could no t  speak f reely;  and 
a c o n s t i t u t i o n  " w h i c h  d e p e n d s  e n t i r e l y  f o r  i t s  
sa feguards  f o r  t h e  s u b j e c t  o n  t h e  b e n e v o l e n t  
f o r b e a r a n c e  o f  t h e  s o v e r e i g n  i s  in e f f e c t  n o  
const i tut ion a t  all". 12 

A t  t he  D i s t r i c t  and Legis lat ive Counci l  elections o f  
August  1962 - he ld  almost one year  beh ind  schedule - 
t h e  Peoplels P a r t y  took  90% o f  t h e  pol l  and  a l l  t h e  
seats. B u t  Sul tan Omar A l i  Sa i fudd in  3 (r1950-67) 
proceeded as though  no th ing  had  happened, as 
instanced by h i s  cont inued negot iat ions (pe rhaps  under  
Whitehall p ressu re )  f o r  e n t r y  i n t o  Malaysia, despi te t h e  
fac t  t ha t  opposit ion t o  B rune i ' s  inc lus ion w i th in  t h e  
proposed new Federat ion had been a pr inc ipa l  p lan o f  
t h e  Parta i  Rakyatls manifesto. A s  She ikh  Azahar i  had 

warned repeatedly. t h e  people's anqer e r u ~ t e d  a n d  on  
-. - . 

8 December 1962 f o u r  thousand men o f  'the Tentara  
Nasional Kal imantan Utara  ( T N K U  I (Nat ional  A rmv  o f  
No r the rn  Borneo)  rose u p  in revo l t .  ~ c c o r d i n g  t o  
t h e  B o r n e o  B u l l e t i n  t h e r e  w e r e  " r e b e l  f l a g s  
everywhere.  . .and  t h e  insurgents  were g i v e n  e v e r y  

I assistance b y  sympathizers1'.  The  "headshakers", t h e  
paper added, were mainly non- indigenous people, 
penq i rans  and  senior  Government of f ic ia ls .  13 T h e  
cause o f  t h e  revol t ,  t h e  Bu l l e t i n  declared, was 
"genuine d issat is fact ion"  w i th  t h e  B rune i  Government:  

I 

Supreme power was in one person. 
The  wrong  men were in many jobs. 

The  right men were ignored.  The re  
was a mad r u s h  t o  g e t  rid o f  B r i t i s h  
expatr iates.  The re  was a running 
down o f  what was once a f a i r l y  
e f f i c ien t  serv ice .  14 

I 
S i r  Omar's throne,  however, was saved b y  t h e  speedy 
i n t e r v e n t i o n  o f  B r i t i s h  f o r c e s  d e s p a t c h e d  f r o m  
Singapore. Thereaf ter ,  t he  People's P a r t y  was 
banned. pol i t ica l  a c t i v i t y  fo rb idden and  a bat ta l ion  o f  
Gurkhas stat ioned i n  t h e  Seria oi l f ield, os tens ib ly  t o  
ward  o f f  f o re ign  invaders,  a cont ingency wh ich  does 
n o t  appear t o  have been envisaged before  December 
1962. T h e  U n i t e d  K i n g d o m  - w h i c h  h a d  b e e n  

I responsib le f o r  B rune i ' s  fo re ign  pol icy s ince 1959 - 
re ta ined an increas ing ly - re luc tan t  p ro tec tora te  ove r  t h e  
Sultanate. until, o n  1 January 1984, B r u n e i  assumed 
" fu l l  in te rnat iona l  respons ib i l i t y  as a sovereign a n d  

I independent  State1'. 15 

These re f lec t ions  have been prompted by t h e  
appearance o f  a new book, B rune i  Kearah Kemerdekaan 
1984, w r i t t e n  in b o t h  Malay and Engl ish, b y  Haj i  Zaini 
Haj i  Ahmad, and  i nc lud ing  a Foreword b y  l nche  Yasin 
Af fandy.  B o t h  o f  these people were founder-members 

I 
o f  t he  People's Pa r t y .  Haji Zaini (b1935). son o f  a 
d is t ingu ished c i v i l  servant.16 appears t o  have had  a 
disagreement w i t h  h i s  colleagues, f o r  in 1958 he  l e f t  
B r u n e i  t o  spend two  years  a t  t h e  London School o f  
Economics, r e t u r n i n g  t o  prominence i n  December 1961, 
when he announced t h e  formation of h is  own par ty ,  



t h e  Brune i  Un i ted  National Organizat ion,  wh ich  aimed 
a t  t h e  tota l  l iqu idat ion o f  colonialism, t h e  establ ishment 
o f  a t r u l y  democratic cons t i tu t iona l  monarchy, and t h e  
eradicat ion o f  pove r t y .  B y  F e b r u a r y  1962, however, 
he had abandoned t h i s  project,  subsequent ly  re jo in ing  
Sheikh Azahari  as prospect ive  Min is te r  o f  Economics in 
t h e  Revolut ionary Cabinet. A f t e r  t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  
1962 upr is ing,  Haj i  Zaini was impr isoned f o r  t e n  years, 
be fore  escaping t o  Malaysia, where he  has remained 
ever  since. His colleague, l nche  Yasin A f f a n d y  ( b  
1923) was Secretary-General o f  t h e  People's P a r t y  and  
mi l i ta ry  commander o f  t h e  TNKU.  A l though  t h e  
rebel l ion lasted l i t t l e  more t h a n  a week, l nche  Yasin 
Af fandy himself was no t  cap tu red  until 18 May 1963. 
He escaped f rom gaol, a long w i t h  Haj i  Zaini and  s i x  
others, on 26 Ju ly  1973. 

Haji Zainils book, dedicated t o  t h e  m a r t y r s  who fe l l  
in bat t les d u r i n g  t h e  revolut ion,  i s  essent ia l ly  a 
p ic tor ia l  record  o f  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  B rune i  nationalism, 
b u t  he has. inc luded some in te res t i ng  extras,  such as 
copies o f  important  h is to r ica l  documents and  newspaper 
c l ippings,  as well as h i s  own commentary. The 1984 
Proclamation o f  Independence, symbolical ly,  i s  g i ven  in 
Malay only.  

The road t o  merdeka i s  t raced  back  t o  t h e  
Japanese occupation, t h e  f o u n d i n g  fa the r  o f  B rune i  
nat ional ism- be ing  C i k g u  Harun  Muhammad Amin, a 
teacher b r o u g h t  f r o m  Perak by one o f  t h e  last  pre-War 
Residents. A number o f  nat ional is ts  were sent  
overseas f o r  t r a i n i n g  by t h e  Japanese. One o f  these, 
Pengiran Yusu f  (Men t r i  Besar 1967-72 I, helped t o  
establ ish the  Malay You th  Movement (Bar isan Pemuda), 
which f lour ished in 1946-7, b u t  t h e n  f i zz led  out .  One 
photograph shows Su l tan  Ahmad Ta judd in  (r1924-50 1 
s tanding t o  at tent ion as t h e  Bar isan Pemuda's f l a g  was 
raised i n  1947. I f  S i r  Ahmad had no t  been "a 
d r u n k a r d  and. . .a l together u n w o r t h y " l 7  he  might  
have performed a more s ignal  serv ice  f o r  h i s  c o u n t r y :  
fo r .  i n  1943, when d iscuss ing  what  t o  do  w i t h  N o r t h  
Borneo a f te r  t h e  Char te red  Company should have been 
bough t  out, t h e  B r i t i s h  Government considered a 
retrocession of t h e i r  t e r r i t o r y  t o  t h e  Sultanate, but 
r u l e d  ou t  t h i s  op t ion  o n  t h e  g r o u n d  t h a t  t h e  B r u n e i  

roya l  house had "shown no qual i t ies wh ich  would 
I j us t i f y  such an extension o f  i t s  terr i tor ies1 ' .18 

Sheikh Azahari  also received overseas t r a i n i n g  
f rom t h e  Japanese. He f i r s t  rose to  prominence i n  late 
1952. when he attempted to  form a "Film Product ion  
Companyf1 which was banned by t h e  B r i t i s h  au thor i t ies  
because it was perce ived as a "swindle", a cover  f o r  a 
"secret society", a n d  a means whereby She ikh  Azahar i  
might  "collect f u n d s  e i t he r  f o r  himself  o r  f o r  po l i t i ca l  
purposes". 19 A f t e r  o rgan iz ing  an  en t i re l y  peaceful 
p ro tes t  demonstrat ion, which was deemed "an i l legal  
gather ing",  She ikh  Azahar i  was ar res ted a n d  put o n  
t r i a l .  T h e  savage sentence (one year's imprisonment 1 ,  
imposed by " the  learned magistrate" (Mr .  G. A.  T. 
Shaw 1, was denounced by the  S t ra i t s  Budget :  

B r u n e i  i s  l i ke l y  t o  make headlines 
again if i t s  cou r t s  and i t s  of f ic ia ls  
d o  not  move a l i t t l e  more w i th  t h e  
times. 20 

Even the  ha l v ing  o f  t h e  sentence, on appeal, was 
"harsh".  The  B r i t i s h  appear t o  have learned t h e i r  

I lesson, and  were more l iberal  subsequently: in t h e  
years  1956-9, a t  least, t he  People's P a r t y  enjoyed 

I 
freedom of association, speech and  demonstrat ion. I 

i It was t h e  f i lm  company episode wh ich  ob l iged S i r  
Omar L i  t o  announce a n  in ten t ion  t o  make const i tu t iona l  

I r e f o r m s .  S i r  A n t h o n y  Abe l l ,  t h e  B r i t i s h  H i g h  
Commissioner, repo r ted  t h a t  t he re  were 

s igns  o f  a c lash between members o f  
t h e  r u l i n g  class who wish t o  re ta in  a 
feudal is t ic  State, and t h e  g row ing  
a n d  more  voca l  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  
nepotism f rom t h e  o rd ina ry  people, 
especial ly t h e  young  intel l igentsia.21 

The Sul tan had been press ing  f o r  a rev is ion  o f  t h e  
I 1905-06 Treaty ,  so t h a t  he might  obta in "greater  

responsib i l i t ies f o r  t h e  in te rna l  a f fa i rs  o f  h i s  State"; 
b u t  S i r  An thony  ins is ted  t h a t  "a rev is ion  o f  t h e  t r e a t y  
c a n n o t  b e  c o n t e m p l a t e d  u n t i l  H i s  H i g h n e s s  h a s  



established a ., cons t i tu t ion  on democratic and  acceptable 
lines1'.22 T h e  Su l tan 's  announcement t h a t  he  in tended 
t o  g r a n t  a w r i t t e n  const i tut ion,  therefore, was made 
under  B r i t i s h  p ressu re  which, in t u r n ,  was a response 
t o  t h e  demands of t h e  nat ional is t  movement. On t h e  
other  hand, as ea r l y  as 1944, Whitehall had  establ ished 
the  pol icy object ive t h a t  B rune i  should be  gu ided  
towards independence, but t h a t  

self-government. , .should no t  merely 
develop towards a system o f  autocrat ic  
rule, b u t  should p rov ide  f o r  a g row ing  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  b y  
people o f  al l  communities.23 

In t h e  light o f  t h i s  evidence Haj i  Zainils reference 
t o  a s t rugg le  against  t h e  B r i t i s h  f o r  democracy and  
independence would appear t o  be  en t i r e l y  misplaced. 
The 1959 Const i tut ion,  indeed, was a v i c t o r y  f o r  S i r  
Omar Ali, who go t  h i s  rev is ion  of t h e  1905-06 T r e a t y  
whi ls t  making t h e  minimum concession to  B r i t i s h  
demands t h a t  he  shou ld  i n t roduce  a const i tu t ion  on  
'ldemocratic and acceptable l ines". 24 

Apar t  f r om t h i s  reservat ion.  Haj i  Zaini's book i s  t o  
be welcomed; it should cer ta in ly  help t o  dispel t h e  
historical amnesia preva len t  in cer ta in  qua r te rs  in 
Brunei .  I have one o r  two disagreements w i t h  h i s  
commentary ( t h e  Sul tanate was founded in t h e  16th 
ra ther  t han  t h e  14th  century ,  f o r  example) and  h i s  
descript ion o f  S i r  Omar A l i  as "an enl ightened r u l e r "  
res ts  uneasi ly w i t h  ear l ier  pub l i c  pronouncements. B u t  
I do not  lay g r e a t  s t ress  o n  these guibbles.  On t h e  
contrary,  it is  g rea t l y  t o  be  hoped t h e  Haji Zaini wi l l  
now t u r n  h i s  hand  t o  p r o v i d i n g  tha t  f u l l - l eng th  w r i t t e n  
(as opposed t o  p ic to r ia l  1 account o f  B r u n e i  nat ional ism 
which is so bad ly  lacking.  Few people can be  i n  a 
be t te r  posit ion t h a n  he  t o  fill th i s  gap. ( A .  V. M. 
Horton 
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