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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR 

GUEST EDITORIAL 

THE FUTURE OF THE BORNEO RESEARCH BULLETIN 

The f u t u r e  o f  ' the Borneo Research Council looks ve r y  
b r igh t .  Under Vinson Sutl ivels energetic management the 
BRC now has a sizeable endowment; The Borneo Research 
Bullet in i s  growing in coverage and in subscribers, and 
research i n  Borneo i s  expanding. Yet the re  remains tha t  old, 
nagging problem o f  t h e  def ic i t  i ncur red  in publ ish ing t he  
Bul le t in .  Let  me review the  h is to ry  o f  the  BRC since 
Vinson S u t l i v e  t ook  over t he  edi torship of  the  Borneo 
Research Bul let in in 1975. 

Since then the  number of  subscr ibers has increased b y  
about 50 per  cent, and the  Bul let in i tse l f  has g rown in 
importance and size. The number of pages now publ ished 
per year i s  abou t  twice t he  number publ ished previously.  

' 1 

Each ~ e h r  in conjunction wi th  the  annual meetings of  
the American Anthropological .Association Vinson Sut l ive  has 
organized a Borneo Research Council symposium and he ld  a 
bus iness meeting. Each o f  these takes many hours  o f  
preparation, b u t  they  are exceedingly rewarding t o  those 
doing research"--in Borneo as they  permit  the  exchange of  
ideas, d iscuss ion  o f  r e c e n t  research results, and the 
development of personal contact between those s ta r t ing  o f f  
i n  Bornean research and those who have had extended 
experience in th is .  

In addition, last  year Vinson spent considerable time 
and ef for t  i n  incorporat ing the  Borneo Research Council as 
a tax exempt organization. Th is  permits the  BRC t o  raise 
signif icant funds  and engage in va'rious new programs. 

With all th i s  e f f o r t  the  BRC is  increasing i t s  inf luence 
and becoming more important t o  t he  scholarly world. The 
articles now p r i n t ed  in the  BRB are major ones tha t  create 
in te res t  f a r  outside the  f ie ld  of  Borneo scholars. The 

(Cont inued on Page 214) 
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R E S E A R C H  N O T E S  

C. N. Appell 
Brandeis Univers i ty  

The l i te ra ture on land tenure among t he  indigenous 
peoples of  Borneo perpetuates an e r ro r  w i th  r ega rd  t o  t he  
Kayan system of land tenure.  It i s  stated tha t  among t h e  
Kayan no devolvable usu f ruc ta ry  r i gh t s  are created by the  
clearing of  pr imary forest  (e.9. Rousseau 1977: 136) and tha t  
the  Kayan land tenure system is. therefore, l i ke  tha t  of  t he  
Rungus of  Sabah. However, according ta my f ie ld  inqu i r ies  
the  Kayan and Rungus have"radically d i f ferent  systems of  
land tenure. In correct ing th is misapprehension it wi l l  be  
necessary t o  review the  status of research on land tenure  in 
Borneo and pose cr i t ical  questions f o r  f u r t he r  research.1 

i THE TYPES OF LAND TENURE SYSTEMS I N  THE 
SWIDDEN SOCIETIES OF BORNEO 

There are two basic types of land tenure systems found 
in those societies pract ic ing swidden agr icu l ture  (see Appell  
1971a). First, there is what I term "the ci rculat ing usu f ruc t  
system": and second, the re  is what I call " the devolvable 
usu f ruc t  system" (See Appel l  1971 b )  .2 

In the system of c i rculat ing usufruct, once a swidden 
area has rever ted  t o  forest, any member of  t he  v i l lage may 
cu t  t he  forest  again t o  make a swidden without seeking 
permission of  t he  previous cult ivator. I n  other words, no 
devo lvab le  o r  permanent use r i gh t s  are established by 
cu t t ing  pr imary forest .  Examples of th i s  t ype  of  system 
may be found among t he  Rungus (See Appell 1971b, 19763 
and t he  Bulusu'  (see Appel l  1983a, n. d. 3 .  



In t h e  system of devolvable usuf ruc t ,  t h e  c u t t i n g  o f  
p r i m a r y  f o r e s t  creates r i g h t s  in t h e  area t h a t  may b e  
exercised ove r  a per iod  o f  years  o r  permanently, a n d  these 
r i g h t s  may b e  t rans fer red t o  o the r  j u ra l  ent i t ies.  T h e  l b a n  
(Freeman 1955). t h e  B idayuh  Land  Dayak (Geddes 1954), t h e  
Kenyah (Whi t t ie r  1973 ), t h e  Lun Bawang ( Deegan 1973), t h e  
Mualang [ Drake 1982). t h e  Ma'anyan (Hudson 1972). t h e  
Melanau (Mor r i s  1976), t h e  Bisaya (Peranio 1977 ), t h e  Kantu '  
Dayak (Dove 1981, n.d. 1 a n d  t h e  Selako Dayak (Schneider 
19741, t h e  Ma loh  ( K i n g  1978:206-7). t h e  P u n a n  B a h  
(Nicolaisen 19831, a l l  have t h i s  fo rm o f  land tenure .  Jura l  
r i g h t s  o v e r  secondary fo res t  may b e  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  o the r  
ju ra l  enti t ies, e i t he r  ind iv idua ls  o r  corpora te  groups, by 
var ious mechanisms, and these inc lude devisal, sale, g i f t .  o r  
d iv is ion between sections o f  a pa r t i t i on ing  l ban  b i l ek  (see 
Freeman 1955:43). T h e  mechanisms o f  devolut ion a n d  t h e  
ju ra l  en t i t ies  the capacity t o  ho ld  r i g h t s  v a r y  w i t h  
each society.  is var iat ion produces two subclasses o f  
devolvable uz .3 

Among t h e  l b a ~  ts l ie  w i th  t h e  b i l ek  as a corpo- 
ra te  g roup .  A s  th perpetual corporate group,  t h e  
poss ib i l i t y  o f  t h n s f c  evisal, i.e. by inheritance, does 
not  arise. W,hen par r l r lon  in an lban  b i lek  occurs, t h e  
r i g h t s  t o  this.,secondary fo res t  are d iv ided between t h e  t w o  
sections o v e r  t ime as t h e y  each reuse parcels o f  secondary 
fo res t  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t ime and  thereby establ ish new r i g h t s  
over it. 

T h i s  resu 

g t h e  L and  Daj However l a k  r i g h t s  establ ished b y  
t h e  ind iv idua l  LuLLl l ly  ~tllary forest  a re  i nhe r i t ed  by al l  h i s  
descendants. T h a t  is, t h e  r i g h t s  reside w i th  ind iv idua ls  and 
not  a corpora te  g r o u p i n g  (see Appell 1971b). T o  d i s t i ngu ish  
t h e s e  t w o  t y p e s ,  I propose t o  r e f e r  t o  t h e  fo rmer  as 
"part i t ionable i r as "devisable usu f ruc t . "  ~ c t "  and 

t h e  fol 

t h e  late 

l lowing 

lat ing u 

1 I 

su f ruc t  

 able u5 

e u s u f r  

classification : 

f r u c t .  
ct.  

A n  in te res t i ng  var ia t ion  o n  devolvable u s u f r u c t  occurs  
among t h e  Mualang Dayak, according t o  Drake ( 1982: 101 - 
102) : 

T h e  f e l l i n g  o f  la rge t rees  in p r imary  fo res t  i s  
v e r y  considerable work, and a man i s  compensated 
f o r  such  work  by h a v i n g  r i g h t s  t o  cu l t i va te  t h a t  
l a n d  f o r  f o u r  consecu t i ve  times before  fe l low 
longhouse members can use it. Given an average 
fa l lowing pe r iod  o f  seven years, t h i s  ex tended 
tenu re  wou ld  consume, at  a minimum, 32 yea rs  
and,  m o s t  l i k e l y ,  somewhat  l o n g e r .  T h e s e  
ex tended use r i g h t s  a r e  shared b y  t h e  spouse and 
ch i l d ren  a n d  wi l l  pass on t o  t h e i r  descendents 
until consumed. 

Because  o f  t h i s  example  o f  u s e  r i g h t s  o f  l imi ted 
durat ion,  I have termed t h e  general class as "devolvable 
usufruct , "  a n d  t h i s  subclass as "devisable usufruct , "  t o  avo id  
a n y  use o f  t h e  t e r m  "permanent," as I have done i n  t h e  pas t  
be fore  read ing  Drake's work  I c f .  Appel l  1971a). Permanency 
i s  n o t  necessar i ly  associated w i th  t h e  establ ishment o f  r i g h t s  
ove r  secondary fo res t .  

The  Kenyah o f  Kalimantan also have an in te res t i ng  
v a r i a t i o n  o f  d e v o l v a b l e  usuf ruc t ,  accord ing t o  Whi t t ier  
(1973). R igh ts  o v e r  secondary fo res t  may be o f  t h r e e  types:  
pr imary,  secondary, and  t e r t i a r y .  Ch in  ( 19841, however, 
does n o t  d iscuss t h i s  in h i s  s tudy  o f  Kenyah a g r i c u l t u r e  in 
S a r a w a k .  S i n c e  W h i t t i e r  a lso s t u d i e d  t h e  Kenyah in 
Sarawak, it i s  reasonable t o  assume t h a t  Ch in  over looked 
t h i s  var ia t ion  .4 Whi t t ie r  (1973:62) wr i tes :  

T h e  man  w h o  f i r s t  cu ts  p r imary  jung le  ga ins  
r i g h t s  t o  t h a t  parce l  o f  land. Ch i l d ren  remaining 
in t h e  household i n h e r i t  p r imary  r i g h t s  t o  t h e  
land. Those who move t o  o ther  households in t h e  
v i l lage r e t a i n  secondary r igh ts ,  i.e., t h e y  may use 
t h e  land if n o  p r i m a r y  r i g h t  holder wants it. 
C h i l d r e n  m o v i n g  t o  o t h e r  v i l l a g e s ,  r e t a i n  a 
t e r t i a r y  right t o  t h e  land, but w i t h  land p ressu re  
in t h e  area today, it i s  un l i ke l y  tha t  such  r i g h t s  
can b e  act ivated.  



It wou ld  , ' thus appear t h a t  t h e  pr imary r i g h t s  are 
partitionable usu f ruc t  and t he  secondary and t e r t i a r y  r i gh t s  
are devisable. 

RESID~UAL RIGHTS HELD BY  THE VILLAGE 

In all land tenure systems residual  r i g h t s  over  land are 
held b y  the v i l lage as a corporate group.  However, the  
development of  t he  jura l  personal i ty o f  the  v i l lage var ies 
among the various societies. In some instances the  jura l  
nature of th i s  vi l lage en t i t y  may verge  on be ing an actual 
corporation (see Appell 1976) .5 In other instances, as 
among t he  Bulusu', t h e  ju ra l  personal i ty of  t h e  vi l lage i s  
only minimally developed. Bulusu'  v i l lage boundaries are not  
heav i l y  guarded, and a nonvil lage member can cu t  h is  
swidden within the  vi l lage boundaries wi thout permission o f  
the headman. B u t  if he  chooses t o  do so, and t h i s  only 
rare ly  happens, he fo r fe i t s  h is  right t o  t u r n  t o  t he  headman 
f o r  help i n  the settlement of  any d ispute tha t  might arise. 
In the  time p r i o r  t o  t he  establishment of  t he  Du tch  colonial 
government in t he  area, t h i s  could resu l t  in the  i n t r ude r  
losing h is  life., 

1 

Thus, i n  each jura l  system the  nature of  t he  residual 
r i gh ts  held b y  t he  v i l lage var ies.  A t  a minimum the  residual 
r i gh ts  involve only t he  power t o  r es t r i c t  all nonresidents 
f rom cu l t iva t ing in t he  vi l lage reserve o r  t e r r i t o r y .  In 
other instanees,.where t h e  jura l  personal i ty of t he  vi l lage i s  
more developed, r i gh t s  t o  o ther  resources may b e  involved, 
as, f o r  example, nonresidents may no t  enter t he  t e r r i t o r y  
while the vi l lage i s  ca r r y i ng  on a ceremony t o  re-establish 
the  fe r t i l i t y  of the  v i l lage and i t s  te r r i to ry ,  o r  nonresidents 
may n o t  c u t  t imber  in t he  vi l lage t e r r i t o r y  to  use f o r  
longhouses. O r  there may b e  incidents of  ownership b y  t h e  
vil lage over t he  usu f ruc t  tha t  prevent  the  holder of them 
from sell ing them t o  nonresidents. O r  t he  owner of  r i g h t s  
on leaving a vi l lage may have to.lcelinquish them so tha t  t he  
land re tu rns  t o  t he  v i l lage reserve. And  any other resident 
may then establish permanent r i g h t s  on cu t t ing  the  forest  
(see Dove n.d. ) . 6  

/ THE KAYAN LAND TENURE SYSTEM: DEVOLVABLE USUFRUCT 

In 1980 1 v i s i t e d  Sarawak and spoke t o  a Kayan 
informant f rom the  Balui region then l i v ing  i n  Kuching. I n  
rep ly  t o  my inquir ies, he  stated t ha t  t h e  cu t t ing  o f  p r imary  
forest  does establish use r igh ts  over the  area. That  is, an 
indiv idual  des i r ing t o  cul t ivate a swidden in secondary forest  
f i r s t  has t o  obtain permission f rom the  indiv idual  who had  
or ig inal ly c u t  t he  pr imary forest  in tha t  area. 

In 1980-81, while conducting research i n  East Kaliman- 
tan, I was able again t o  discuss w i th  a Kalimantan Kayan 
living i n  Tanjung Selor the nature of  t he  Kayan system of 
land tenure.  He also stated t ha t  t h e  cu t t ing  o f  pr imary 
forest  establishes use r i gh t s  b y  the  cut ter  over the  area. 

, 
1 

1 t hen  wrote C. Hudson Southwell, an author i ty  of  
Kayan adat, and inqu i red as t o  h is  understanding o f  the  
matter. He repl ied ( le t te r  September 7, 1982) : 

You asked about Kayan social organization, w i t h  
1 special reference t o  land tenure.  

My information about r u ra l  land tenure among the  
Kavans i s  t he  same as vours. tha t  when a Kavan 
cu i s  down virgin f o r e s i  he establishes he red i t i r y  
r i g h t s  t o  tha t  land f o r  f u t u r e  cult ivation. B y  
customary Kayan lore, and Kayan law, he  holds 
exclusive right t o  tha t  land. If someone else 
wishes t o  use t he  land. the owner o f  those r i a h t s  
may lease it to  o thers- for  a fee i n  cash o r  fGr a 
share o f  i t s  produce: o r  the  r i gh t s  may b e  sold 
a l t oge the r  f o r  any other purpose, such as a 
plantation o f  rubber  o r  coffee. 

DO THE KAYAN HAVE PARTITIONABLE USUFRUCT 
OR DEVISABLE USUFRUCT? 

The nature of  my inquir ies were such tha t  I was not 
able t o  ascertain whether the  Kayan have part i t ionable o r  
devisable usuf ruct .  Since I have not conducted research on 
th is  in a Kayan vi l lage itself, I have not had t he  opportu- 
n i t y  t o  inqu i re  as t o  whether o r  no t  the  Kayan domestic 
family i s  a corporate uni t - -crucial  t o  th i s  form o f  inqu i ry .  



And if it is, wh,ether it i s  o f  l imited durat ion o r  perpetual 
and wi th  regard t o  what types o f  proper ty ,  i.e., land, fruit 
trees. gongs, jars, etc. Therefore, I have been hesitant t o  
push my informants any f u r t h e r  in th is  matter t o  resolve 
th i s  p a r t  of  the problem. 

OBSERVAf IONAL PROCEDURES TO DISTINGUISH 
PARTITIONABLE USUFRUCT FROM DEVISABLE USUFRUST 

T h e r e  a re  severa l  c r u c i a l  t e s t s  t o  be  applied to  
dist inguish part i t ionable f rom devisable usuf ruct .  These 
tests have to  do wi th  t he  s t r uc tu re  of  the  domestic family 
at the time of cu t t i ng  pr imary forest  (see F igure One.) 

In the  case of  1.0, if A cuts  pr imary forest  while h is  
chi ldren Y and Z are living in h is  household b u t  X has 
married and is l i v ing  w i th  h is  own wife in a separate house, 
do all children, X, Y, and Z ge t  r i g h t s  t o  t he  area on h is  
death? If th is  i s  t he  case, t h i s  i s  an example o f  devisable 
r igh ts  i n  which r i gh t s  are created b y  the  actor indiv idual ly 
and not on behalf o f  a corporate domestic family tha t  exists 
either in perpetu i ty  o r  f o r  a l imited l i fe. 

/ 

However, if t he  jura l  system considers t ha t  on ly  Y and 
Z have r igh ts  i n  example 1 .O, t he re  may be  two bases f o r  
th is.  Y and Z, as opposed t o  X, may have claim t o  t he  
r igh ts  on the basis tha t  they  were helping the i r  fa ther  
dur ing  the  a g ~ i c u l t u r a l  years tha t  t he  pr imary forest  was 
cut. An example of  th i s  t y p e  o f  preferent ia l  claim occurs 
among t h e  Rungus  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  moveable p roper ty  
purchased  wh i le  a c h i l d  was act ively farming w i th  h is  
parents (see Appell 1974). Or, on ly  Y and Z have a claim 
because when t h e  f a the r  c u t  the  pr imary forest  he i s  
considered t o  have done t h i s  as a representat ive of  t he  
family, as s t ructured a t  t ha t  time. To  date we have no 
ethnographic examples o f  t h i s  b u t  it i s  conceivable tha t  th i s  
t y p e  o f  legal  reasoning could occur in some society in 
Borneo. Such an instance would indicate tha t  the  family i s  
a corporate grouping w i t h  respect t o  r i g h t s  over land. B u t  
as I shall demonstrate short ly, it would be  a corporate 
g r o u p  o f  l imi ted l i f e  ra ther  than a perpetual corporate 
grouping. 

To d is t ingu ish these forms of  devisable r i gh t s  f rom 
part i t ionable r ights,  t he  fol lowing question has t o  be  asked: 
Do those chi ldren who have joined the i r  spouses' households 
on marriage, b u t  a f ter  t he  clearing of  t he  swidden areas in 
question, lose the i r  usu f ruc t  r i gh t s?  If they do, it i s  
part i t ionable usu f ruc t .  For  example, i n  i l lustrat ion 1.0, if Y 
mar r i es  and moves in to  h i s  wife's longhouse apartment, 
joining the  domestic family of  h i s  wife. under part i t ionable 
usu f ruc t  h e  would have no r i gh t s  t o  secondary fo res t  f rom 
h is  natal family. He could only use those held b y  h is  wife's 
domestic family. 

The case of  2.0 i l lustrates another test  f o r  t he  locus 
and t y p e  of  r i g h t s  over secondary forest .  Ind iv idua l  A 
ma r r i es  and creates family 2.1. He then divorces and 
creates family 2.2. If Z has r igh ts  i n  pr imary forest  c u t  by 
A while living in 2.1. o r  if X and Y have r i g h t s  in fo res t  
cu t  by A while l i v ing  i n  2.2, then the  system is  devisable 
usuf ruct .  If chi ldren f rom other marriages do not  share in 
these r ights,  then the r i gh t s  are corporately held b y  t he  
domestic family i n  which the  ind iv idua l  resided while he  c u t  
the  pr imary forest .  And  in th is  case it would b e  a system 
of part i t ionable usu f ruc t  if the domestic family exists in 
perpetu i ty  as t he  lban bilek, and r i gh t s  are no t  owned by 
those mar ry ing  out. 

Since it i s  possible t ha t  a domestic family might  ex is t  
i n  perpetu i ty  w i th  regard  to  other assets and no t  land 
r ights,  it i s  cr i t ica l  t o  establish whether the use r i g h t s  are 
held by the  corporate grouping o r  by individuals. Tha t  is, 
are they devised t o  all chi ldren o r  kep t  wi th in the  domestic 
family so tha t  those mar ry ing  out  receive no r igh ts .  

There i s  s t i l l  the possibi l i ty tha t  the  domestic family i s  
corporate w i t h  regard  t o  land r i gh t s  b u t  nevertheless has a 
l im i ted .  l i f e .  T h e  Rungus  domestic family provides an 
example of  th i s  wi th  regard  to  p roper ty  other than land 
r ights .  A t  t h e  dissolution o f  the  parental domestic family in 
such a cae, all corporately held assets would be  devised on 
t he  chi ldren. In instances such as th is .  it i s  again devisable 
usuf ruct .  

Thus ,  we e n d  u p  w i t h  th ree  classes of  devisable 
usu f ruc t  on the  basis of  the condit ions under which they  
were created: those r i g h t s  corporately created in a l imited 



FIGURE ONE: DOMESTIC FAMILY STRUCTURE 

Key: [I - Male 0 - Female .# - Divorce 

l i fe  domestic family; those r i gh t s  which seem t o  adhere t o  
t he  ind iv idua l  who does t h e  work, as in t he  case of  1.0 
above and which are inher i ted b y  h is  children; and those 
r i g h t s  which a re  created b y  the family as a un i t  and which 
are devised only on those chi ldren who part ic ipated in t h e  
creation o f  them. 

I CONCLUSION 

I A l l  ex te rna l  classifications do some violence t o  t h e  
ethnographic facts.  In t h i s  instance we have t h e  Kenyah 

1 land tenure  system which appears to  fa l l  between t he  two 
I major classes. That  is, the  Kenyah have bo th  part i t ionable 
I and devisable usu f ruc t .  Secondary and t e r t i a r y  r i g h t s  are 
1 devisable as all chi ldren part ic ipate in them. B u t  p r imary  
I r i g h t s  are part i t ionable usu f ruc t  since the  ch i ldren who 

remain in t he  household o f  the or ig inal  family have access 
t o  these p r i o r  r i gh t s  over- the swidden areas, and these 
p r i o r  r i gh t s  are held b y  t he  cont inuing domestic family as a 
corporate asset. 

We have also presented evidence tha t  the  Kayan system 
o f  l a n d  t e n u r e  invo lves devolvable usuf ruct .  It i s  of  
considerable importance now f o r  someone t o  conduct f i e ld  
research to  establish whether t h i s  devolvable usu f ruc t  i s  
part i t ionable o r  devisable. 

B u t  t h i s  i s  only one pa r t  of  the  research t ha t  i s  
necessary t o  c lar i fy  the  nature of  land r i g h t s  in Borneo 
societies. There are many aspects of  t h e  nature o f  land 
r i gh t s  tha t  are not  touched upon in many of  t he  ethno- 
graphies c i ted above. For example, it i s  not clear whether 
the  r i gh t s  described per ta in  bo th  t o  wet r ice land, where 
such i s  cultivated, i n  addit ion t o  the  swidden areas. And  it 
i s  also not  clear in some instances whether t he  domestic 
f am i l y  exists i n  perpetui ty,  whether it i s  a l imited l i f e  
corporate g roup  w i th  regard  to  land r ights,  o r  whether it i s  
neither of  these so tha t  land r i gh t s  are held by indiv iduals 
and not  corporate groups. Thus, the  dist inct ion i s  of ten no t  
made between r i gh t s  he ld  b y  a g roup  versus r i g h t s  he ld  by 
the  indiv idual  (see Appell  1971b, 1983b, 1984). 

Final ly.  t o  complete our understanding of  t he  land 
tenure systems of  Borneo. we badly need research on land 



r i g h t s  ove r  permanent  f ie ld  systems such as found in 
societies pract ic ing wet r i ce  agr icul ture.  

NOTES 

1. I want to  express my appreciation to  the  Department 
of Anthropology, Research School of  Pacific Studies, 
Aus t ra l i an  Na t iona l  U n i v e r s i t y ,  a n d  t h e  National 
Science Foundation (Grants  GS-923 and BNS-79-15343) 
which have a t  various times supported by research on 
land tenure i n  Borneo. I also want t o  express my 
apprec ia t ion  t o  t h e  Depar tment  o f  Anthropology, 
Nat iona l  Museum o f  N a t u r a l  H i s t o r y ,  Smithsonian 
I ns t i t u t i on ,  f o r  t h e i r  sponso rsh ip  o f  my  r e c e n t  
research. 

2. I n  Appe l l  (1983a:41 1 1 use the  terms "c i rculat ing 
system" and "contingent system" f o r  these two systems. 
The terminology I use here supercedes t h i s  as I believe 
it i s  more- appropriate. . 
In  AppeJi C1971a) I suggested tha t  the re  might be an 
ecological explanation f o r  the  development of  devolv- 
able usuf ruct .  Secondary forest  is  of some value i n  
regions of  high rainfal l .  Th is  i s  because t he  slash f rom 
secondary  f o r e s t  d r i e s  o u t  fas ter  than  tha t  f rom 
pr imary forest, and therefore it has t he  potent ia l i ty  of  
bu rn ing  s o r e  completely. Fu r t he r  f i e ld  research i n  
1980-81 among the  Bulusu' suggests tha t  the matter i s  
more complicated than that .  The Bulusul  system is  
that  of  c i rcu la t ing usufruct ,  y e t  t h i s  occurs in a region 
o f  v e r y  high r a i n f a l l  in c o n t r a s t  t o  the  Rungus 
ecosys tem w h i c h  has  a s i g n i f i c a n t  dry season. 
However, see Dove ( n . d .  1 .  

4. Hudson (1972 repor ts  a somewhat similar system among 
the Matanyan. 

5. See Appell (1983b. 1984) f o r  t he  dist inct ion between a 
"corporate group"  and a "corporation. " 

6. Padoch ( 1978) suggests that  among the  lban the loss of 
r i gh ts  on leaving a vi l lage may be  a relat ively recent 

development. Earl ier a bi lek d id  not lose i t s  r i g h t s  on 
moving t o  a nearby village, only if it moved ou t  of  t he  
region ,ent i re ly.  
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THE EARLY STAGE VOCABULARY AND 
GRAMMAR ACQUISITION OF A BRUNEI MALAY CHILD 

Shawna Craig 
Linda Amy Kimball 

Relatively few papers have dealt w i th  the  acquisit ion I o f  Austronesian (AN1 languages (Kirnball 1970. 1971. 1972, 
I 1974; S lob in  19761. Yet the theories regard ing Indo- 
1 European I 1E) ch i ld  language acquisition are tac i t ly  assumed 

to  apply t o  non-IE cases as well. Through examples and 
app l i ca t i on  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  w i l l  show tha t  such an 
assumption i s  no t  val id. The reason f o r  th i s  i s  twofold. 
There are d i f fe r ing  cu l tura l  modes and world views at  work; 

I 
I and t h i s  in turn is accompanied by d i f fe ren t  funct ional  and 
I grammatical categories i n  the  AN ch i ld  language acquisit ion 

stages. 

-r In t roduct ion 

1 The present paper explores the ear ly stage o f  a Brune i  
Malay chi ld 's language acquisition. It focuses upon th ree  
topics i n  detail. First ,  t he  nature of  the  chi ld's interact ion 

i w i t h  h is  mother and sibl ings.  Second, factors in f luenc ing 
h is  language acquisition, including t he  cu l tura l  and social 
set t ing.  And  third, some of t he  semantic and l ingu is t ic  
propert ies of  Brunei  Malay (an AN language) which d i f fe r  / s igni f icant ly f rom IE and affect i t s  acquisition. 

The s tudy  i s  based upon the longitudinal data collected 
in the course of  Kimball's f ie ldwork in Brunei, Borneo, f rom 
November 1969 t o  September. 1971.1 A t  t he  beginning o f  
t he  s tudy a young male child, Ramlan, was approximately 18 
months old. Th is  precluded the possibi l i ty  of record ing t he  
acquisit ion o f  h i s  phonology, since b y  tha t  t ime he  had 
a c q u i r e d  t h e  B r u n e i  Malay phonological system. Th is  
accords w i t h  Jakobson's observation (1968, p. 24) tha t  by 
th is  age the  ch i ld  has h is  basic sound system and i s  now at 
the  level where, ". . .utterances are employed f o r  purpose o f  
designation. . . 'I. 

I 

E a r l y  detai led studies of ch i ld  language acquisit ion 
were wr i t ten  by psychologists and l inguists who recorded 
the i r  own chi ldren's process of  language acquisition. The  

i studies of  Roman Jakobson, Jean Piaget, and M. Cohen 



appeared in the  1920s and 30s a t  t h e  time when pedagogue 
o r  chi ld language was establishing i t s  academic niche in 
Europe (Slama-Cazacu, 1972 3 .  Since then t he  tendency has 
been i nc reas ing l y  t o w a r d  c ross -sec t iona l  r a t h e r  than 
longi tudinal  studies. The ear ly works mentioned above 
provided the '  broad framework of  I E language acquisit ion 
which subsequent works have f i l l ed  in and modified. The  
present s tudy follows in t he  pa th  o f  ear ly IE studies. It 
repor ts  some o f  the resu l ts  o f  a longi tudinal  study, con- 
ducted in prolonged da i ly  contact w i t h  t he  ch i ld  over  a 
period of  two years. What emerges i s  t ha t  while the re  are 
some s im i la r i t i es  w i t h  t h e  I E  p a t t e r n ,  t h e r e  are also 
signif icant differences. These differences ar ise f rom the  
d i f ferent  cul tural  setting, and f rom the  ve ry  d i f ferent  nature 
of AN from IE. 

Kimbal l  was t a k e n  as an adopted daughter in to  a 
Brunei  Malay family. Having realized t he  signif icance o f  t he  
opportuni ty to  s tudy  a young chi ld 's language acquisition, 
she soon fe l l  in to  the  cu l tu ra l l y  expected baby-tending role 
of an older s ister.  (Though  at  f i r s t  th ings were complicated 
b y  her having to,.jearn her  own way around t he  cu l tu re  and 
the  language,. ) #  Thus she was in a posit ion t o  record t he  
young childus speech. As a member of t he  chi ld 's family, 
she was pa r t  of  t he  normal social set t ing.  Thus  there  was 
no hampering o f  the  chi ld's speech, nor  pressure f o r  him t o  
speak in a s t ruc tu red  formal situation. In addition, the re  
was no strain on t he  parents f o r  t he i r  ch i ld  t o  speak t o  a 
professional ,mts,ider. The child, Ramlan, was simply ta l k ing  
t o  one of h is  older s ib l ing.  

Undeniably , psychological testing. speech formulae, 
conversational and other formal s tudy  devices have the i r  
place in the  s tudy  o f  ch i ld  language acquisition. B u t  it 
must be  borne in mind t ha t  t he i r  use presupposes a ra ther  
westernized cu l tura l  setting, and  must o f  necessity impose 
restraints upon t he  chi ld. In nor i~wes te rn  cu l tures the i r  use 
may b e  inappropr ia te  and lead.:tb ve r y  l imited o r  even 
erroneous results. Close prolonged contact w i t h  the  ch i ld  
meansQhat the researcher sees him a t  all hours  of  t he  day 
and  n i gh t ,  in  s ickness  and  in health, in all sorts of 
weathers and under many var ied conditions, and forms a 
detai led p ic ture o f  t h e  ch i ld  as a whole, no t  jus t  as a 
speaking instrument. Furthermore, the  ch i ld  i s  accustomed 
to, and undisturbed by, t he  contact w i t h  t he  researcher. 

There i s  a danger, of  course. t o  our  rational systematic 
academic egos i n  t h i s  . It i s  no t  t he  obvious one o f  too 
small a sample. f o r  observation of other small ch i ldren 
makes it clear which of the  speech patterns are id iosyn- 
crat ic and which fit in to  the more general pat tern.  No, t h e  
real danger t o  our  western academic egos lies in t he  fact  
tha t  t h e  young ch i ld  so lovingly tended becomes a p a r t  o f  
oneself, and oneself a p a r t  of  him; knowing foibles and 
weaknesses i s  most def in i te ly a two-way street. Yet it i s  
a l l  worthwhile, and more than worthwhile. Jean Piaget 
favored an in-depth s tudy of the chi ld (1926). He was v e r y  
involved in semantic and psychological factors in h is  studies. 
wh i ch  rema in  t oday  t h e  base model f o r  psychiatr ists,  
educators, and some l inguists.  

Nature o f  Mother-Child and Child-Sibl inq Interact ions 

Much l i te ra ture emphasize? t h e  parent-chi ld interact ion 
as one o f  t h e  driving forces i n  ch i ld  language acquisit ion. 
Relatively few art icles have been wr i t ten  in defense o f  a 
non parent-chi ld interaction. Slobin (1976) has done a 
cross-cul tural  s tudy on chi ld language acquisition us ing  a 
sample o f  18 languages f rom various language families. Th is  
s tudy suppor ts  the  hypothesis that  mother-chi ld interact ion 
does no t  have t o  b e  t h e  most important aspect in grammati- 
cal development. Slobin states tha t  t he  pr imary emphasis of  
a mother's speech i s  on et iquette and communication. Roger 
Brown ( i n  Slobin, 1976) notes tha t  reinforcement tends t o  
focus on t r u s t  of  the  utterance ra ther  than on correctness 
of grammar wi th in  a mother's speech. Slobin-s s tudy (1976) 
found tha t  mother-chi ld interaction is important only wi th in  
American. some European cultures, and a Mayan village. It 
has been assumed - t h a t  th i s  interaction i s  i m ~ o r t a n t  in 
establishing t he  groundwork f o r  language sociaiization b y  
p rov id ing  t h e  ch i ld  w i t h  fundamental behavior pat terns f o r  
d iscover ing language and i t s  appropr iate use (Blount, 1982). 
If a ch i ld  learns socialization f rom parent interact ion then  
one would assume tha t  if there were no emphasis upon th is  
interaction tha t  t he  ch i ld  would be  lacking i n  these skills; - 

yet  th i s  i s  not  the  case. 

T h e  p redom inan t  l i t e r a t u r e  i s  based  u p o n  c h i l d  
development in t he  "traditional1' western nuclear family un i t s  
where t h e  mother i s  t h e  prevalent speech par tner  o f  t he  
chi ld. B u t  even in western cu l tures t h i s  i s  by no means 



always t h e  case, (Ward, 1971). much less i s  it so in o t h e r  
cul tures.  D i f f e ren t  in terac t ion  p a t t e r n s  occur  when t h e  
cu l tu re  d ictates an ex tended fami ly  unit as t h e  social core. 
The environment in which one l i ves  d ictates upon  whom t h e  
c h i l d  w i l l  be, p a t t e r n i n g  h i s  speech. Mar tha Coonfield 
Ward's s tudy  (1971) o f  a southern  b lack  community where 
the  family u n i t  was n o t  t h e  nuc lear  family, suppor ts  t h e  
v iew t h a t  m a t h e r - c h i l d  i n t e r a c t i o n  i s  n o t  a l w a y s  t h e  
dominant  fac to r  in -speech acquis i t ion.  In an extended 
family se t t ing  a c h i l d  w i l l  have major speech in terac t ion  
w i t h  s i b l i n g s  and w i t h  re la t ives  outs ide o f  t h e  nuclear 
family, such as cousins and g randparen ts .  Size o f  t h e  
family i s  also a fac tor .  I n  t h e  tu rn -o f - the -cen tu ry  r u r a l  
white American fami ly  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  m i g h t  b e  t h a t  o f  t h e  
nuclear family, but i t s  size large, w i t h  s i x  t o  t e n  ch i l d ren  
no t  uncommon. In such  cases o lde r  s ib l ings  r a t h e r  t h a n  
parents were t h e  chi ld-ra isers a n d  speech models (Hodgson, 
personal communication). Nor  can it b e  taken  f o r  g r a n t e d  
tha t  parents have extensive ve rba l  in terac t ion  w i th  y o u n g  
chi ldren. Each c u l t u r e  d ictates t h e  age b racke t  o f  conver -  
sa t iona l  p a r t n e r s  f o r  y o u n g  c h i l d r e n .  In Brune i  t h e  
conversational paysners o f  ch i l d ren  a r e  o the r  chi ldren, n o t  
adults. Adu l ts  ,talk about  chi ldren,  and  in t h e  presence o f  
them, b u t  t h k i r  conversat ion with ch i l d ren  i s  v e r y  l imited. 

Thus  i n  t h e  B rune i  Malay fami ly  studied, young Ramlan 
learnt  t o  master h i s  language t h r o u g h  h i s  sibl ings, who were 
h is  caretakers. B loun t  (1982) has s ta ted t h a t  parental -chi ld 
i n te rac t i on  i.n.t~ emphasized t h r o u g h  modes o f  a t ten t ion  
phrases, high usage o f  repet i t ion,  and  ins t ruc t iona l  speech. 
Within t h e  present  case s t u d y  it i s  t h e  s ib l ings  who use 
these modes i n  t h e i r  ro le  as care takers  o f  Ramlan. Ramlan 
and h i s  mother have comparat ively b r i e f  social contact as a 
B r u n e i  women has  many du t ies  t o  pe r fo rm in o r d e r  t o  
maintain h e r  family. 

O f  t h e  sum t o t a l  o f  1898 . u t t e r a n c e s  recorded in 
Ramlan's speech on ly  206 o f  these.ar'e mother -ch i ld  specif ic. 
A n  "utterance" i s  he re  taken  in Bar-Hi l le l 's  sense ( i n  Slobin, 
1971) as t h e  l i ngu is t i c  ou tpu ts  o f  humans w i t h  sentences 
b e i n g  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  u t t e r a n c e s .  Ramlan's ve rba l  
in teract ions w i th  h i s  mother comprise on ly  10% of  h i s  to ta l  
speech which suppor t s  t h e  view t h a t  mother-chi ld interac-  
t ion  i s  not  always t h e  dominant fac to r  i n  speech acquis i t ion.  

B r u n e i  Malays consider a ch i l d  a competent speaker 
when h e  has mastered t h e  5-6 w o r d  sentences. B y  t h e  e n d  
o f  t h e  s t u d y  Ramlan h a d  j u s t  begun t o  a t ta in  t h i s  mastery.  
Over  50% o f  h i s  u t te rances fa l l  w i t h i n  t h e  1-2 w o r d  range.  
So long as Ramlan's ut terances were l imi ted t o  1 o r  2 w o r d  
ut terances h i s  speech was infanti le, f a l l i ng  w i th in  t h e  B r u n e i  
descript ion, "Doesn't  y e t  know how t o  speak." A t  3 a n d  4 
word  coherent  u t te rance h e  was in t h e  Brunei 's, " I s  l ea rn ing  
t o  speak." Once h e  consistent ly  used 5-6 w o r d  coherent  
ut terances h e  f e l l  w i t h i n  t h e  descript ion, "He knows how t o  
speak;  h e  c a n  b e  taugh t . "  Consistent  use o f  4 w o r d  
ut terances formed t h e  beg inn ing o f  a c ruc ia l  water-shed in 
h i s  l i fe .  Now h e  began, l ingu is t ica l ly  and cu l tu ra l ly ,  t o  b e  a 
func t i on ing  member o f  t h e  ch i ld ren 's  p lay  group, r a t h e r  than  
j u s t  a nuisance t o  b e  looked a f te r  by o t h e r  ch i ld ren.  He 
also was beg inn ing  t o  use language t o  l ea rn  about  language. 
A t  development i n t o  use o f  5-6 word  u t te rances Ramlan 
became a full member o f  t h e  ch i ld ren 's  p lay  g r o u p  b o t h  
l ingu is t ica l ly  and  cu l tu ra l ly ,  t h u s  beg inn ing  h i s  existence as 
an independent member o f  society. T h e  social m a r k i n g  o f  
t h i s  t rans i t i on  i s  twofold.  On t h e  pos i t i ve  side, h e  can 
beg in  t o  fullfil a func t i on ing  ro le  in da i l y  l i f e  and. economic 
ac t i v i t y .  On  t h e  negat ive  side, should h e  die. h i s  f u n e r a l  
r i t e s  and  memorial feasts would b e  a scaled-down vers ion o f  
t h a t  f o r  adult ;  whereas t h e  funera l  r i t e s  and  feasts f o r  a 
younger  ch i l d  a r e  more l imited and  general ly  conf ined t o  
members o f  t h e  immediate family. T h u s  B r u n e i  c u l t u r e  
recognizes a chi ld 's  change o f  s ta tus  by v i r t u e  o f  h a v i n g  
acqu i red langauge. 

Chomsky has stated t h a t  reinforcement, casual observa- 
tion, a n d  natura l  inquis i t iveness are  impor tant  f ac to rs  in a 
chi ld 's  l ea rn ing  o f  language ( i n  Al len and  Van Buren,  1971 1 .  
T h i s  t h e o r y  seems t o  b e  suppor ted by Ramlan's c u r i o s i t y  
about t h e  wor ld  a n d  how it works  f o r  him.2 Ramlan t r i e s  
v e r y  h a r d  t o  copy and  repeat  what h is  mother and  s ib l ings  
say t o  him. Fo r  example, Mother said, "pakai  s luar"  ( p u t  on  
y o u r  pan ts l sho r t s ) ;  and  Ramlan echoed, "pakai l ua r  Ian" ( p u t  
on  t rousers,  Ian) .  ( T h e  lan i s  a n  af fect ionate d im inu t i ve  o f  
Ramlan, a n d  t h e  way h e  i s  o f ten  addressed; l u a r  i s  a 
m i s ~ r o n u n c i a t i o n  o f  sluar. " ~ a n t s / s h o r t s / t r o u s e r s ' ~  He i s  - I 

v iek ing  and  assessing t h e  wor ld  t h a t  s u r r o u n d s  h im and  
t r i e s  t o  encode h i s  experiences i n t o  language w i t h  resu l t s  
t h a t  c o n s t a n t l y  p r o v e  a source o f  amusement t o  those 
around him. 



Piaget has ,said t h a t  a t  t h e  ear l iest  s tage t h e  human 
ch i ld  i s  to ta l ly  egocentr ic  i n  te rms o f  knowledge. T h a t  
h e l s h e  h a s  n o t  y e t  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  t h e  "self" f r o m  t h e  
"outside" (1954). Once t h e  c h i l d  beg ins  t o  d i f fe rent ia te  
h e l s h e  learns  t h a t  t h e  knowledge t h a t  i s  s tored w i th in  
himself i s  no t  'always shared by o the rs  a n d  hence t h e  c h i l d  
must repeat himself a n d  exp la in  h i s  top i c  in a v a r i e t y  o f  
ways in order ' . to make c lear t o  these outs iders  j u s t  what  it 
i s  tha t  he  i s  trying. t o  communicate. Jesperson has s ta ted 
that, "Someone feels a n  impulse t o  express  something, and 
a t  the  moment has n o t  g o t  t h e  t rad i t iona l  f o r m  a t  command, 
and so i s  d r i v e n  t o  evolve a f o r m  o f  h i s  own f rom t h e  r e s t  
of the  l ingu is t ic  material ." (1922, p .  163). T h i s  d r i v e  t o  use 
language and t o  encode and  exper ience l i f e  resu l ts  in many 
various forms t h a t  d i f f e r  f r o m  t h e  "adul t "  speech. Ramlan 
has a l imited vocabulary, t o  b e g i n  w i t h  a round  213 words, 
but the  main. core o f  h i s  speech w i t h  h i s  mother centers  
a r o u n d  a few high f requency  words.  Ramlanls p a t t e r n  
follows t h a t  o f  t h e  common ear ly-coded messages as t h e y  
center around food, general-want, and  pleasure. Thus, 
makan ("eat"),  k ipak  ( " c a r r y  me on  t h e  hip" ), susu ("bott le"),  
and uch ing  ("c>til)., a re  high f requency  words  that ,  dominate 
Ramlan's utter.ar)ces w i t h  h i s  mother.  T h e  ea r l y  communica- 
t ion  is  overwhelmingly concerned w i t h  t h e  here-and-now, 
you-and-I, and v is ib le  objects in t h e  immediate perceptual  
f ield (Piaget 1932, 1954; Bloom 1973; Givon 1979). T h i s  
early communication i s  mainly manipulat ive in nature .  C ivon 
(1979) has g i ven  s i x  basic message codes a n d  al l  but one a re  
of t he  manipulat ive manner. Ramlan, too, t r i e s  t o  manipu- 
late h is  environment a n d  those who t e n d  him t h r o u g h  t h e  
use of language. 

Ramlan's speech in terac t ion  w i t h  h i s  mother fa l l s  i n t o  
th is  manipulat ive fashion.  Ramlan has a n  ex tens ive  fuss ing  
reperto i re t h a t  h e  neve r  fa i l s  t o  use when deal ing w i t h  h i s  
mo the r .  Th i s  f u s s i n g  does n o t  work  as well  upon  h i s  
s ib l ings so h e  must  t h e n  use a d i f f e r e n t  approach w i t h  them. 
Brunei  Malay c u l t u r e  maintains tha t .  y o u n g  ch i l d ren  shou ld  
be g iven whatever t h e y  s t r o n g l y  want; f o r  if t h e y  are  not, 
they  wi l l  become ill a n d  die. Mother may y ie ld  t o  Ramlan's 
persistence and h i s  fussing,  but t h i s  i n  no way guarantees 
tha t  t he  communicative mode i s  go ing  t o  b e  light and  a i r y .  
Mother's speech w i t h  Ramlan i s  o f ten  b r u s q u e  and short;  she 
i s  a b u s y  woman w i t h  many t h i n g s  t o  d o  and seemingly 
never enough t ime t o  d o  them al l  in. In accord w i t h  t h e  

general  p a t t e r n  Ramlan i s  g i ven  in to  t h e  care o f  h i s  o lder  
s i b l i n g s  w h o  h a v e  m o r e  t ime fo r  him. Key repe t i t i ve  
phrases t h a t  Ramlan uses in h i s  speech w i th  h i s  mother are, 
I1ey ma,ll (hey, mother )  a n d  "ma1' (mother ) ,  as t h o u g h  by 
r e p e a t ~ n g  h e r  name over  and  over  again he m igh t  have a 
small p a r t  o f  h e r  time. Seventy- f i ve  o f  Ramlan's speci f ic  
mother ut terances use ma, mama, o r  e y  ma. 

I Factors l n f l uenc inq  Lanquaqe Acquis i t ion 

M a n y  f a c t o r s  w i t h i n  Ramlan 's  l i f e  i n f l u e n c e  h i s  
acquis i t ion o f  language. C u l t u r e  d ictates t h a t  h e  res ide i n  
an ex tended fami ly  s i tua t ion  as opposed t o  a nuc lear  one. 
T h i s  ex tended fami ly  arrangement allows t h e  c h i l d  t o  come 
i n t o  contact  w i t h  more t h a n  j u s t  t h e  usual mother -ch i ld  
verba l  p lay.  Ramlan's mother i s  but one o f  several  focal 
po in ts  i n  h i s  ear ly  l ife; h i s  o lder s ib l ings  assume t h e  major 
caretaker role. Hav ing  h i s  si-blings as speech models may a t  
times b e  v e r y  confus ing f o r '  Ramlan as t h e  c h i l d r e n  use 
v a r y i n g  word  o r d e r  pa t te rns  among themselves. T h e  o lder  
school ch i l d ren  use a s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t  vocabu lary  a n d  w o r d  
o r d e r i n g  p a t t e r n  t h a t  t h e y  have learned in school. Fo r  

I 

example, i n  B r u n e i  Malay ma o r  mama means, "mother;" b u t  
t h e  school word  (S tandard  ~al-for "mother" i s  w. 
Ramlan al ternates between t h e  two forms i n  h i s  speech. 
Ramlan i s  also exposed t o  h i s  brother- in- law's speech wh ich  
d i f f e r s  i n  t h a t  he  uses a dialect qu i te  d i ve rgen t  f r o m  t h a t  
wh ich  i s  spoken in Ramlan's vi l lage. 

i I s l am i s  t h e  r e l i g i o n  o f  B r u n e i  Malays. B o t h  o f  

i Ramlanls pa ren ts  a r e  devout .  Moslems and  follow t h e  Islamic 
way o f  praying a n d  teachings. Rarnlan i s  t h u s  exposed t o  
t h e  Koran ic  intonat ional  p a t t e r n  as h i s  parents  read  o r  
rec i te  t h e  Koran. One morn ing Mother had j u s t  f i n i shed  
h e r  p r a y e r s  and ended h e r  session with, "saleum aleikum", 
when a l i t t l e  voice p iped  back, "saleum aleikum." Ramlan 
learns a few o f  t h e  r i t ua l s  and knows some o f  t h e  chants  
and p raye rs .  One d a y  h e  and  L inda were p re tend ing  t o  
have a wedd ing ceremony and  b o t h  h e  a n d  L inda were  u s i n g  
t h e  appropr ia te  chants. A n d  t h i s  f rom a c h i l d  who s t i l l  
does n o t  know al l  h i s  colors o r  numbers ye t .  Which po in ts  
o u t  t h a t  f o r  t h e  B rune i  Malay chi ld. as f o r  t h e  adult,  t h e  
nexus o f  social re lat ionships and  interact ions i s  paramount 
in life, t a k i n g  precedence over  "whys", queries, a n d  material 
t h ings .  



R amlan'sl grandfather3 i s  an older v i l lage rel igious 
leader and medicine man who v is i t s  h is  fami ly and uses 
archaic words while regal ing t h e  ch i ldren w i t h  tales of  how 
things once were. From h is  grandfather  Ramlan i s  t hus  
exposed to  aivanishing aspect of t h e  cu l ture .  Some v is i tors  
f r o m  t h e  vi l lage and surrounding areas speak d i f fe r ing  
dialects, o r i  w i t h  var ious accents; and Ramlan hears al l  o f  
these. 

Ramlan l ives near t he  r i v e r  i n  a r u r a l  area. Boats and 
water  fasc ina te  h im.  One of  h i s  favor i te  act iv i t ies i s  
playing i n  the water so long as it i s  not  time t o  be  bathed. 
As gubang (dugout  canoes) and other  water-craf t  f loat  by 
Ramlan's speech exci tedly p icks up and he  becomes a l i t t l e  
chatter-box. "Wave! ", ombak, he cr ies exci tedly over and 
over again as he  views t he  waves t ha t  boats have caused. 
Occasional ly h e  used  t h e  w o r d  ambok w h i c h  means, 
"monkey." but he  soon learnt  t o  d i f ferent ia te  t he  vowel 
sounds. An occasional hel icopter f l y s  by and causes Ramlan 
t o  launch in to  monologues where he  plays w i t h  t he  sounds 
of the word .for a i rc ra f t .  The f l y i n g  doctor o r  occasional 
government  of , f ic ia l  mak ing  a v i s i t  have t he  ef fect  of  
convert ingi '  R'amlan in to  a shy  mute creature; yet, if a 
neighbor o r  merchant v i s i t s  Ramlan always p u t s  in h i s  two 
cents, usually asking f o r  something un t i l  he  i s  sent away 
wi th  an older s ib l ing.  

Visits u p  o r  down t he  r i v e r  b y  boat would in t r igue  any 
youngster, a3d- Ramlan i s  no exception. He stays v e r y  close 
t o  h is  mother o r  s ib l ing in town and f requent ly  wants t o  b e  
held. "Carry  me on you r  hip, Mother," kipak, ma kipak, he  
says as he leans in to  h is  mother ( t h i s  leaning i s  a nonverbal 
cue to  be l i f t ed  u p  onto the  h i p ) .  Th is  i s  h is  secur i ty  
against a fast-paced noisy wor ld  o f  cars, new faces, large 
bui ld ings and other  s t range sights. H is  family l ives in town 
so he plays w i t h  some o f  h i s  u rban  age mates. Here again 
h e  i s  exposed t o  va r y i ng  dialectical pat terns and must 
incorporate t h i s  in to  h is  formu-la~ions. His relat ive Noi, a 
young female, had a speech defect which Ramlan acquired 
much t o  the  dismay o f  h i s  family. He mispronounced words 
tha t  he  once said cor rect ly  w i t h  Noi's l isp  and used a c i t y  
version of  some words. as she did. Where once he called 
Linda "IiJ" o r  "linda" he now used Noi's "lids." He f r e -  
q u e n t l y  sw i t ched  f r om u s i n g  t h e  c o r r e c t  form t o  h is  
mispronunciations. B u t  when Noi l e f t  and so ceased t o  be  a 

p a r t  of Ramlanls dai ly world, he rever ted to  the  cor rect  
speech f o r m s  h e  heard  around him. Noi was close t o  
Ramlan's age, and h i s  assumption of  her  forms instead of  
the  cor rect  ones h is  older sibl ings and parents were s t i l l  
using, shows tha t  Ramlan's speech model was preferent ia l ly  
a companion only s l ight ly  older developmentally than he. 
The signif icance of  t h i s  choice f o r  language alteration, loss 

l 
and switching. i s  obvious. In t h e  vi l lage Muru t  ch i ldren 
who p lay mostly w i t h  Malay ch i ldren tend t o  learn Malay, 
and fo rge t  o r  use passively the i r  parents1 Muru t  language. 
B u t  Rarnlan was occasionally exposed to  Mu ru t  ch i ldren 
speaking Murut .  (Mu ru t  i s  an AN language closely related 
t o  Brunei  Malay. ) On t r i p s  t o  t he  vi l lage store he heard 

I 
Hailam Chinese and in t h e  c i t y  some English. B u t  o f  all 

I these languages he heard, he understood and learned on ly  
I Brunei  Malay. 

I A t  t h i s  po in t  it i s  o f  interest  t o  look b r i e f l y  a t  what, 
specifically, Ramlan was lek-ning. Because Ramlan was 
acqui r ing an AN language he was enter ing in to  a set o f  
l inguist ic pat terns v e r y  d i f ferent  f rom those of IE. 

Speech Pat tern ing on a Time Scale 

B r u n e i  Malay has  n o  i n b u i l t  d ist inct ions of  case, 
number. gender, o r  tense. It i s  a polysyl labic language 
which has no art ic le b u t  makes extensive use of  part ic les to  
i n d i c a t e  d i r e c t i o n a l i t y  I s ta t i c  o r  i n  mot ion 1, focus.  
recipience, mode, and agentiveness. Time indication i s  b y  

I insert ion o f  a time word o r  phrase in to  t he  utterance. Two 
markers normally occur on the  verb .  One is t he  p re f i x  ma- 

(me-, many-, and meng- are common conditioned variants14 I which corresponds t o  nothing in IE.5 I n  a general sense it 
connotes t h a t  some aspect of t he  ve rb  i s  being p u t  in to  
focus, ei ther t he  nature o f  the  action itself, t he  imperative- 
ness of  i t s  performance, o f  t he  actor and/or  recipient of  

I t he  action. The other main ve rb  marker is the  suf f ix ,  -&. 
which indicates potent ia l i ty  of the  action tak ing  place, as 
opposed t o  the  unmarked -actual i ty of  actions tha t  are o r  
have  n o t  t a k e n  place. Potent ia l  action i s  obl igator i ly  
marked. Thus, most f u t u r i t y  i s  indicated b y  -kan, Isome- 
times erroneously called the  " fu tu re  tense m a r k e v ,  b u t  not  
at  all, par t icu lar ly  if the  indef in i te karan , "present ly"  time 
word occurs i n  the utterance. Wor d o r  er  IS crucial  in 



determination sf meaning. D i f fe rences o f  word  and  sentence 
usage indicate levels o f  social s tatus.  

In t h e  beg inn ing  o f  t h e  present  s t u d y  Ramlan was 
us ing  an almost s t r i c t l y  one-word pa t te rn .  By F e b r u a r y  a n d  
M a r c h  o f  1970 h e  wou ld  also use t h e  w o r d  "ma" as an I 
at tent ion te rm t h r o w n  in f o r  repet i t iveness.  He also was a t  
t he  stage where h e  wou ld  repeat  t h e  same w o r d  more t h a n  ! 
once  w i t h i n  t h e -  same u t te rance.  Kenyeres I in Slama- 
Cazacu, 1972) has stated, "Use o f  t h e  w o r d  by t h e  ch i l d  
does n o t  imply h i s  also possessing t h e  respect ive  notion: 
hence, more i n te res t i ng  t h a n  establ ishment o f  number o f  
words, i s  t h e  analys is o f  t h e i r  sense f o r  t h e  pa r t i cu la r  
childz!' O n l y  once did Ramlan use t h e  w o r d  p a t t e r n  o f  ABA, 
in banqun, ma banqun, "get  up, mother g e t  up." T h i s  
p a t t e r n  of an  imperat ive statement, vocative, imperat ive 
statement, also occurs  i n  adu l t  speech, t h o u g h  par t ic les  w i l l  
modi fy one o r  b o t h  imperat ives a n d  in some ipstances a 
word  approximately equ iva lent  t o  American-English, "Well," 
subst i tu tes  f o r  t h e  vocative. Among o lder  ch i l d ren  t h e  
imperative-vacative-modified-vocative I usua l ly  f o r  emphasis 
i s  ra the r  common; A t  t h i s  t ime Ramlan h a d  a repe r to i re  o f  
30 utterances #speci f ical ly  w i t h  h i s  mother.  T h e  preva lent  
theme was -/demanding t h a t  h i s  needs b e  met. T h e r e  was 
on ly  one negat ive u t te rance used in t h i s  two  month pe r iod  
w i th  h i s  mother. , 

1 B y  A p r i l  Ramlan h a d  t h e  ABA p a t t e r n  down f a i r l y  well. 
He used t h i s p a t t e r n  f o u r  t imes w i t h  h i s  mother.  He now 

1 used negation more o f ten  and  had  p i cked  u p  more t h a n  j u s t  
us ing  indah, ("no") be fo re  t h e  ut terance.6 He now employed 

' 

1 - nah and  nda as negators.  Common negators  f o r  v e r b s  a re  
inda'. and ndah.  T h e  words  indah, ndada, t idak,  bukan, nda, 

1 inda', and nda' occur  in somewhat complex p a t t e r n s  w i t h  

I nouns, phrases, a n d  ve rbs .  O f  these inda'  and  nda' occur  
f requent ly  a n d  also se rve  as isolated emphatic negatives; 

I Ramlan had acqu i red t h e  vehement negat ives.  
. . 

I Ramlan was v e r y  a t tuned  t o  t h e  famil ial  envi ronment 
and p icked up o n  t h e  social names t h a t  one uses t o  preface 

' the  names of o the r  people. T h u s  h e  said, ma, shah des, ! 
"Mother Des." Des was a n  o lder  male sibl ing, a n d  t h e  shah 
an affectionate, but n o t  famil iar,  vocat ive.  I 

In A p r i l  Ramlan also occasionally uses t h e  part ic le,  &. 
Thus, h e  said, tu  r a b u s  a in  rabus, "Tha t  bo i l ed lbo i l i ng  water  
bo i led lbo i l ing . "  ( T h e  f u l l  cor rec t  f o rm would b e  t u l a t u  a i n g  
rabus, "Tha t  b r o t h  boi led/boi l ing.")  T h e  demonst ra t ive  
adject ives e, "this," and  ato latu,  "that," (o f ten  cont rac ted 
t o  g, t o l t u )  normal ly  fo l low t h e  noun, as do  al l  adject ives.  
But in t h e  sense o f  po in t i ng  o u t  o r  ind ica t ing  something 
speci f ic  t h e y  occu r  before  t h e  noun.  

B y  May Ramlan's longest u t te rance was f o u r  words  in 
l e n g t h  a n d  h e  used t h e  te rm ma t o  preface t h e  utterance: 
but basical ly  h i s  u t te rances were s t i l l  one and  two  words .  
He cont inued a repe t i t i ve  pa t te rn  w i th in  h i s  u t te rance.  He 
used b a b y  names f o r  h i s  s ib l ings  o r  cal led them by t h e  
appel lat ions t h e  fami ly  usua l ly  used. He f r e q u e n t l y  d ropped  
t h e  final, "h," a t  t he -end  o f  t he  word; thus, 'shah d e s  wou ld  
come o u t  as sha des. 

B y  June h i s  basic pattgFn o f  one word  u t te rances was 
changing.  Two  w o r d  sequences occu r red  more f requen t l y :  
and Ramlan would  repeat  words over  again w i t h i n  a g i v e n  
utterance, but a l te r  t h e  w o r d  order, as in minum ain, sin 
minum, " d r i n k  water," and aing minum i s  t h e  usual  s h o r t  
f o r m  o f  t h e  full phrase aing ( u n t o k )  di minum. "water  
( w h i c h  i s )  t o  b e  drunk. ( I n  r a p i d  speech t h e  f i n a l  nq o f  
aing, "water," assimilates t o  n. 1 Ramlan p robab ly  has n o  
knowledge a t  a l l  df t h i s  longer form, but has o f ten  heard  
t h e  commonly used sho r te r  var ian t .  Ramlan i s  now u s i n g  da 
as in. "da rumah." and  Mother t h i n k s  h e  means, "di rumah? 
" in  t h e r o u s e . "  She says, " I n  t h e  house," t h e  l ~ t t l e  fe l low 
knows how t o  say where  something is," a f te r  Ramlan h a d  
said, "da rumah."  He uses t h e  te rm & as in i k u t  ma, 
minum ruti ma, min ta  ruti, "Follow me. ma, drink c racke r  --- -- 
ma. g i v e  me cracker . "  Here one observes t h a t  h e  has t h e  
idea o f  " ingestion" but confuses minum, "drink," w i t h  t h e  
co r rec t  verb,  "eat, " wh ich  would b e  makan. 

B y  J u l y  mana has become a high f requency  word.  T h e  
full "where" const ruc t ion  i s  di-mana-kah-susu?. "At-where- 
(quest ion  pa r t i c l e )  bottle?", "Where i s  t h e  bot t le?" However, 
i n  eve ryday  speech t h e  shortened fo rm mana susu?, "Where 
b o t t l e ? "  occu rs  f a r  more commonly t h a n  t h e  l ong  form. 
Three-word u t te rances a re  now used more o f ten  but t h e r e  i s  
s t i l l  t h e  repe t i t i on  o f  phrases w i t h i n  t h e  ut terance.  He' now 
uses t h e  te rm di, "at  ( n o  motion i nvo lved ) "  as i n  di rumah. -- 



This  i s  i n  contyast  t o  t h e  p rev ious  month when he used & 
instead o f  &. 

B y  Augus t  h e  i s  u s i n g  t h e  s u f f i x  -& in b o t h  co r rec t  
and incor rec t  fash ion as in tunokan, ma t u n o k k a n  bukkanan  
( p a r t i a l l y  co r rec t ) .  T h e  term, "tunnokan," i s  a pol i te 
imperative, 9ne heard  o f ten  in a w o r l d  o f  kerosene lamps, 
candles, a n d .  wood stoves, as in, tunokan  m, "Light a 
candle." T h e  b u k a k a n  i s  a po l i te  imperative, "open," a n d  
bukan means, "not;" but t h e r e  i s  n o  such w o r d  as bukkanan, 
though bukankan  i s  a r a r e  formal  word, "Shan't  eventuate." 
He now uses t h e  te rm k ~ ,  "I, me, mine," alone o r  attaches 
it as a suff ix; as in makan mana l a r i k  ku, "Eat where  i s  my 
larik," w i th  l a r i k  an incomprehensib ly mispronounced noun t o  
which is  co r rec t l y  at tached t h e  possessive su f f i x ,  &. Three  
words i s  s t i l l  t h e  basic u t te rance length .  

B y  October Ramlan i s  a f f i x i n g  m, "To  want to," t o  
words; as i n  indamau mandi, "I don ' t  want  t o  bathe," and 
also a f te r  t h e  w o r d  ne ( v a r i a n t  o f  n i l i n i ,  " t h i s )  as in e y  ma 
ne mau ane ne mau, "Hey mother want this, t h i s  one want."  ----- 
( T h e  ane ne i s  a v a r i a n t  o f  ani  ni, l i te ra l ly .  " t h i s  this," 
which has the  sei ise o f  t h e  Eng l ish  phrase, " T h i s  one.")  

.i 
B y  September Ramlan i s  u s i n g  t h e  p r e f i x  me- i n  some 

set phrases as in nyusu,  u c h i n q  menysu, " D r i n k  milk, ca t  
d r i n k  m i l k . "  ( T h e  n y u s u  i s  baby  t a l k  f o r  manyusu, 
"nurs ing. " )  T h e  ma-/me- const ruc t ion  i s  t h e  last  major one 
Ramlan w i l l  J.e?rn. C o r r e c t  u s a g e  i n v o l v e s  complex  
semant ics p l u s  . k n o w l e d g e  o f  al lophonics and combining 
forms. Here h e  i s  u s i n g  se t  phrases h e  has heard  w i thout  
i n  fac t  manipulat ing verba l  p re f i xes  o r  su f f i xes .  He uses E, 
"one" now as in batis, sa butir, "foot, one item." With t h i s  
he is  also us ing  t h e  measure w o r d  construct ion;  i n  B rune i  
Malay t h e  enumeration o f  a n y t h i n g  mus t  fol low t h e  f o r m  
'number t measure w o r d  + noun.' thus,  sa butir batis, "one 
foot ( a  human foot) ;  t h i s  i s  analogous t o  t h e  English, "a 
pair  of gloves, t h r e e  brace o f  quail;" Ramlan seems t o  have 
regressed back t o  t h e  t w o  w o r d  stage. B u t  t h i s  i s  decep- 
tive; t h e  ut terances may b e  two  words  long, but t h e y  are  
morphologically, grammatically, syntact ical ly ,  and  seman- 
t ical ly  more advanced than  t h e  p rev ious  two-word stage. 
Ramlan i s  g r a p p l i n g  w i t h  i n n e r  complexit ies o f  language. 

B y  November h e  i s  u s i n g  negat ives-qu i te  r e g u l a r l y .  He 
uses t h e  w o r d  di- a f f i xed  as a pre f ix ,  as in di-mana topi 
bapa, mana ia, "Where cap father, where it?", a fully normal 
co r rec t  enqu i ra t i ve  used in adu l t  language. 

B y  January  1971 and on in to  Februa ry  Ramlan i s  u s i n g  
a f o u r - w o r d  pa t te rn .  T h e  mau i s  n o  longer a f f i xed  t o  words  
but stands as a separate en t i t y .  T h u s  h e  no longer  uses it 
as a f i x e d  phrase, as in t h e  ear l ier  indahmau "not  wan t  to," 

I but n o  manipulates it ac t ive ly .  

Bv March h e  i s  s t i l l  u s i n q  th ree-word sentences b u t  i s  
n o t  usi;lg h i s  p a t t e r n  o f  embe ided  repet i t iveness as h e  once 
did. He now uses nya as in t h e  set  phrases, andanq nya, 
"That 's  j u s t  t h e  way it is," t h e  answer commonly g i v e n  t o  
pest i fe rous i nqu i r i es  and  t o  questions t h a t  seem "dumb1'.7 
Ramlan k n o w s  t h e  name pa t te rn ing  o f  h i s  s ib l i ngs  a n d  
cousins. sometimes u s i n g  t h e  full names, but normal ly  say ing  
t h e  d iminut ive  and  nicknames t h e  fami ly  commonly uses; 
b o t h  a r e  co r rec t  social tags.  

B y  A p r i l  h e  i s  u s i n g  a s tandard  t h r e e  t o  f o u r  w o r d  
p a t t e r n .  H e  n o  longer uses repe t i t i ve  phrases o r  t h e  
vocat ive o f  5 o r  t h e  ABA p a t t e r n  as much as before .  

B y  May 1971 Ramlan i s  us ing  t h e  t h r e e  w o r d  p a t t e r n  
most extensively,  b u t  occasionally regresses back i n t o  h i s  
repe t i t i ve  stage. Due t o  circumstances beyond control,  
June-August  a r e  poor l y  recorded.  However, a t  t h i s  t ime 
Ramlan began t o  work  o u t  t h e  use o f  t h e  =-/me- v e r b  
p r e f i x .  One d a y  wh i le  wa lk ing  along t h e  p a t h  w i t h  Linda, 

I 

he asked, ou t  o f  t h e  blue, kahl in, ambil baju, manqambil 
: baju? "Linda. f e t c h  t h e  sh i r t .  f e t c h  t h e  shirt?", a q u e r y  as 
I t o  whether  o r  no t  t h e  ma- fo rm should b e  used. ( I n  t h i s  

I isolated case e i the r  i s  correct, usage depends o n  a l a rge r  
context .  18 Other  u t te rances i n  o ther  contex ts  b o r e  o u t  t h a t  
Ramlan was w o r k i n g  o u t  t h i s  subtle, d i f f i cu l t ,  a n d  pe rvas i ve  1 construct ion.  He also began more extensive use o f  f o u r  
word  a n d  longer ut terances.  Socially. Ramlan was now, a t  
close t o  f o u r  years  of age, f u l l y  a member o f  t h e  ch i l d  
g roup .  

Ramlan had  quested f o r  language, a n d  f o u n d  it. 



Summary and Conclusions 1 T h e  wide v a r i e t y  o f  fac tors  a f fec t ing  c h i l d  language 

Van ~ure ' ln,  1971 1 and o the rs  h a v e  purpor<ed, cannot  b e  
accurately measured a t  t h e  present  t ime.9 Regardless o f  
biological parentage, a c h i l d  wi l l  learn  t h e  language t h a t  
sur rounds him o r  h e r .  Thus,  Ramlan became a competent 
speaker despite t h e  v a r y i n g  dialects a n d  vocabularies h e  
heard, and used h i s  innate  capacit ies t o  acqu i re  an AN 
langauge and un rave l  t h e  m y s t e r y  o f  i t s  grammar. Mother-  
chi ld i n t e r a c t h n  must  no t  b e  assumed 2 p r i o r i  as t h e  sole 
o r  even t h e  ,primGry focal po in t  in a ch i ld 's  acquis i t ion o f  
language. , , ~ v & n  i n  s i tuat ions where non-mother and  ch i l d  
i n te rac t i on  predominates, as in B r u n e i  Malay, t h e  ch i l d  
learns socialization sk i l l s  t h r o u g h  t h e  language and  becomes 
able t o  communicate w i t h  t h e  wor ld  on  many levels. 

The  ch i l d  language acquis i t ion even t  i s  un ique  in b o t h  
i t s  un iversa l i ty  and  i t s  pa r t i cu la r i t y .  In a v e r y  real  sense 
th rough  t h i s  even t  t h e  c h i l d  becomes b o t h  a human and  a 
member o f  sciciety. 

Each lawuage ,  and indeed dialect, i s  acqu i red w i th in  a 
par t icu lar  cu l td ra l  mil ieu wh ich  v i t a l l y  a f fec ts  t h e  chi ld ls  
development, i nc lud ing  language acquis i t ion.  Thus, t h e r e  i s  
no one set pat tern,  thougl? d i f f e r e n t  pa t te rns  may show 
c e r t a i n  s im i la r i t i es .  D i f f e r i n g  c u l t u r a l  wor ld  v iew and  
circumstances may lead one c h i l d  t o  learn  some aspects o f  
l i fe  a t  d i f f e ren t  stages than  another c h i l d  o f  a d i f f e ren t  
cu l tu re  wor ld.  Modes o f  t h o u g h t  such as time, space, and 
social nexus are  un ique  t o  each cul ture,  and  t h i s  i n  t u r n  i s  
ref lected i n  t h e  chi ld 's  conceptua!ization o f  t h e  wor ld  wh ich  
stresses, holds neutra l ,  o r  lacks, v a r y i n g  grammatical and 
semantic components. T h i s  may appear in something so 
basic as s ib l ing  nomenclature: Engl ish-speaking ch i l d ren  
classify s ib l ings as b r o t h e r  (male) and s is ter  (female); B rune i  
Malay ch i ld ren c lass i fy  them as kakak (o lde r  t h a n  I ) ,  and 
adi (younger  t h a n  I 1 .  - 

- - 

a c q u i s i t i o n  b e a r s  upon  a basic f o r  language 
fam i l i es  o t h e r  than  I E  it i s  necessary t o  examine c h i l d  
language acquis i t ion anew; it cannot b e  assumed t h a t  I E  
l i ngu is t i c  models o r  behavioral  and  conceptual pa t te rns  w i l l  
app ly .  T h e  present  paper  has under taken one such  exami- 

C h i l d  language s tud ies  a re  a re la t ive ly  new d isc ip l ine  
o f  science, hav ing  on ly  been present  f o r  t h e  last  s i x t y  
years: one can on ly  hope t h a t  f u r t h e r  enl ightenment is' y e t  
t o  come. Perhaps Kar l  Buh le r  ( i n  Jakobson, 1968, p. 1)  bes t  
s ta ted t h e  main drawback in- th is science when h e  said, "The  
c h i l d  prov ides t h e  on ly  oppor tun i t y  t h a t  we have  t o  observe 
language in i t s  nascent state." Data are  o f ten  h a r d  t o  
obta in  on ch i ld ren 's  speech wi thout  e i ther  los ing t h e  contex t  
o r  environment w i th in  wh ich  t h e  speech took place. Unless 
we can t r a i n  more parents, and parents  o f  many d i f f e r e n t  
cul tures,  t o  keep reco rds  o f  t h e i r  chi ldren's speech, o r  a r e  
able ourselves t o  b e  a t  t h e  right place and t h e  right t ime t o  
fully observe fo r  two  t o  th ree  years a ch i l d  l ea rn ing  t o  
speak, we w i l l  cont inue t o  b e  qu i te  l imited in o u r  under -  
s tand ing o f  c h i l d  language acquisit ion. 

The  n a i u r e  of t h e  ch i ld 's  in terac t ion  w i t h  e i t he r  h i s  nation, based o n  detai led longi tudinal  s t u d y  o f  a B r u n e i  

mother o r  s ib l i ngs -d i f f e rs  f r o m  c u l t u r e  t o  cu l tu re .  Imitat ion I Ma lay  c h i l d  a n d  cor robora ted by observat ions o n  o t h e r  

and correct ion methods may b e  app l ied  by whomever i s  t h e  , 
B rune i  Malay ch i ld ren.  There  i s  a g rea t  need f o r  f u r t h e r  
such  studies in AN; once t h e y  suffice, cross-sectional a n d  chi ld's main in terac tor .  T h e  ch i ld 's  c u r i o s i t y  about  h i s  
s p e c i a l i z e d  s t u d i e s  c a n  b e g i n .  In AN c h i l d  language wor ld spu rs  him on t o  learn ing t o  communicate w i t h  o thers .  

W h e t h e r  t h e  c h i l d  i s  a " t a b u l a  r a s a "  as  L o c k e  ( i n  acquis i t ion research, as in AN l ingu is t ics  in general, much 

Heatherinaton. 1980) has stated. and Chomskv ( in Al len and I remains t o  b e  done. 

T h e  wor ld  o f  language i s  vas t  and  wondrous, b o t h  t o  

i t h e  l i ngu is t  and  t o  t h e  c h i l d  g row ing  f r o m  a c r y i n g  squa l l ing  
b u n d l e  i n t o  a n  ar t icu la te  par t ic ipa t ing  member o f  c u l t u r e  

I and society. T h e  s t u d y  o f  t ha t  process i s  non-IE languages 
i ho lds  promise o f  deepening and en r i ch ing  o u r  unders tand ing  
, o f  language and  l ingu is t ics .  

NOTES 

1. T h e  data upon wh ich  t h i s  paper i s  based were gathered 
b y  Kimball d u r i n g  h e r  f ie ldwork  in Brunei. Borneo f rom 
November 1969 t o  September 1971. (Funded t h r o u g h  
p e r s o n a l  s a v i n g s ,  a t r a v e l  g r a n t  f r o m  Ohio State 
Un ive rs i t y  graduate  school. a g r a n t  f r o m  t h e  National 



Academy of  Sciences - Divis ion ACDA o f  Behavioral 
Sc ience ,  Commi t tee  on  S u p p o r t  o f  D i sse r t a t i on  
Research, and a loan f rom parents) .  Apar t  f rom the  
earl ier publications of  Kimball, in t h e  Brune i  Museum 
Journa l ,  t h i s  mate r ia l  has  no t  been worked upon 
because t he  American l ingu is t ic  climate did no t  seem 
appropriate f o r  such. Tha t  situation has now changed. 

The present paper i s  based upon analyses and compila- 
t ion b y  Craig, under  t he  aegis of Kimball. The two 
then discussed and revised the  work jo int ly.  

Th i s  and t he  ensuing descr ipt ion uses the  h is tor i -  
cal lethnographic present t o  describe the  ac t i v i t y  of  
Ramlan. 

His grandfather has since died or, as the  Brune i  Malays 
say, "He has re tu rned  t o  Allah." 

Brunei  Malay "el' i s  not  t he  mid central  schwa l i ke  the  
Standard. Malay "e"; rather,  it i s  low central, tend ing 
toward l a l .  .:: 

' , 
~ h o m a s j  (1978) classifies t h e  similar construct ion in 
Indonesian as, actor focus. The issue remains proble- 
matic. It has not  ye t  been studied f o r  Brunei  Malay. 

T h e  bas ic  w o r d  i s  i nda '  ( '  g l o t t a l  stop); but in 
emphatic-utterance which i s  not  impolite t he  f ina l  -a' 
becomes -ah as t he  a i s  released w i t h  aspiration. An 
emphat ic inda '  w i t h  f. inal glootal stop i s  impolite, 
coarse speech. (There  i s  a re f ined l i t e ra ry  term for, 
"beauteous," indah. but i t s  context  o f  usage i s  u t t e r l y  
o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  wo rd  under  discussion here: it i s  
u n l i k e l y  t h a t  Ramlan has  e v e r  heard  t h i s  indah, 
"beauteous. " 

Linda ear ly in t he  s tudy  kal'ned, andanq nya, and 
heard it of ten in response t o  anthropological queries. 

The  answer g iven  was t h a t  ei ther was correct  b u t  one 
normally says sku manqambil baju, dia manqambil baju. 
"I fetch t he  shir t ,  he l she l i t  fetches the  shir ts."  In 
actual speech t h e  personal subject pronoun, "I", i s  
of ten omitted, w i t h  t h e  third person t i t l e  o r  proper  

name sometimes used instead, thus, "Linda i s  reading 
t he  book," instead of, "I am reading the book."  

9. T h e  H i n d u -  Buddh i s t  theory of reincarnation would 
argue tha t  the  ch i ld  has memories of  past  l ives and 
t ha t  h is  o r  her  present  l i fe  i s  the  resu l t  of  actions in 
past lives. 
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THE TARAKAN DIALECT OF THE TIDUNG LANGUAGE OF 
EAST KALIMANTAN: DISTRIBUTION AND BASIC 

VOCABULARY 

Laura P. Appell-Warren 
Harvard Univers i ty  

INTRODUCTION1 . 
Speakgrs'of t he  Tarakan dialect of  t he  T idung  language 

inhabit t h e  island of  Tarakan as well as t he  lower reaches 
of the r i ve rs  on t he  mainland between t he  Sekatak and 
Kayan Rivers, according t o  informants. The present sample 
of the Tarakan dialect was collected f rom Tarakan T idung  
inhabi t in ts  .$ the  Sekatak River.  The  major informant was 
the son of  fu l l - .Tarakan T idung  parents and had l ived in 
Tarakan f o r  26 years. For  t he  past 12 years he  has been 
l iv ing on the Sekatak River;2 

In the  l i te ra ture the re  i s  also some confusion as t o  t h e  
I l inguist ic aff i l iat ion of t h e  T idung (Cense and Uhlenbeck 
I 1958:30). However, Prentice has suggested the  existence of 

a T idung language g roup  within t he  Murut ic subfamily o f  t he  
ldahan languages (see LeBar 1970: 167). The T idung  them- 
selves perceive tha t  the i r  closest l inauist ic af f i l iat ion is  

~ ~ - -. . . . .- 
w i th  the Bulusu' language. The ~ u l u s u '  are non-Islamic, 
swidden cu l t iva tors  who inhabi t  t he  middle reaches o f  t he  
r i ve r s  on t he  mainland opposite Tarakan. The two languages 
share many similarities in vocabularies, b u t  are no t  mutual ly 
intel l igible. Or ig ina l ly  t h e  T idung  people and t h e  Bulusu'  
were also cu l tura l ly  similar, according t o  my informant. 

Another misconception i n  understanding t h e  l ingu is t ic  
and ethnic status of  t h e  T idung  i s  the claim by Beech ( 1908) 
t h a t  t h e  Bulungan language i s  a dialect of  t he  T idung  
language. 4 However, Prentice has argued tha t  t h e  Bulungan 
language i s  no t  only a non-Tidung language, but tha t  it i s  
also a non-ldahan language (personal communication quoted 
in LeBar 1970:167). 

The Bulungan and T idung today in termarry  f ree ly  and 
in many places have become one ethnic group, f requent ly  
re fe r red  t o  as "Tidung-Bulungan." Or ig inal ly t he  T i dung  and 
the  Bulungan were cu l tura l ly  dissimilar and a t  one po in t  in 
the i r  h i s to ry  they car r ied on warfare against each other.  
Today, T idun  Bulungan households speak ei ther T idung  o r  
Bulungan in t 7,- e house depending on the closest af f i l iat~on, 
b u t  most members of the family speak both languages. Both 
the  T idung  and t he  Bulungan have been lslamicized f o r  
generations. Th is  perhaps accounts f o r  the i r  close cu l tura l  
relat ionship today. 

There are several other dialects of  Tidung. These I 

dialects are usually named f o r  t h e  r i v e r  system tha t  the  
' The T idung  most commonly l ive  in settlements along 

Tidung inhabit. such as the  "Sembakung Tidung."  the r ivers,  usually jus t  above the  high t ide level. They are 
excellent boatsmen and  often make the i r  livina as t raders  

A major misconception abdut .the T idung  i s  that  the i r  . and f ishrrmen. Much of  the i r  t rade i s  w i t h t h e  in ter ior  

name, incorrect1 y rendered as "Tidong, I' means "Hil l  .I1 Beech indigenous peoples. The T idung also often maintain small 

(1908) uses t h i s  as evidence t o  in fe r  t ha t  the  T idung have gardens of vegetables, coconuts, bananas, manioc, sugar cane 

come original ly f rom the  in ter ior  hill regions (see also LeBar 
and rice. 

1970: 167; and Gender S to r t  1916:i). However, in the  T idung  
language there i s  a minimal pair: Tidung:t idong. The word 
"tidong" means "hill": the word "Tidung" re fe rs  only to  the  
ethnic group. 3 



BASIC WORD LIST5 

I .  NOUNS 

A.  Human Be inqs 

man 
woman 
old man. 
o ld woman 
marr ied  man 
bachelor 
c lever man; 
medicine man 
baby (male 
o r  female) 
boy j u s t  
wa lk ing  
young b o y  
(5-10 yea rs )  
o lder b o y  
( 10- 15, .years  ) 
husband 
w4f e 
small girl 
g i r l  a t  
p u b e r t y  
mother 
fathe.! 
elder b r o t h e r  
younger  
b ro the r  
s is ter  of man 
daughter  of man 
o r  woman 
son o f  man o r  
woman 
people i n  
general 

d lak i '  
d nando; 
ulun tuwo'  
d nando' tuwo' 
d laki '  pongo' kaw in  
bebuaiyoi  popiyo' kaw in  
t u k a n g  nguwod 

anak 

anak n i g k a n g  makow 

d lakino'  
yanduno'  
d nando' lumot 
semandak 

ina' 
yama' 
yaka' 
yad i '  

B .  Pa r t s  o f  t h e  Body  

24. head u t o k  
25. ha i r  of t h e  head abuk  
26. ha i r  o f  t h e  b o d y  bulu' 

forehead 
eye 
nose 
ear 
mouth  
tongue  
t h r o a t  
nape o f  neck 
lip 
t o o t h  
mustache 
b e a r d  
cheek 
jaw, c h i n  
shou lder  
chest  
b r e a s t  o f  woman 
b e l l y  ( e x t e r i o r )  
stomach ( i n t e r i o r  IT" 
h e a r t  
s k i n  
l i v e r  
k i d n e y  
b lood 
f a t  
u p p e r  arm 
lower arm 
thigh 
knee 
lower leg 
foo t  
ank le  
bu t tocks  
nave l  
back  
backbone 
bone I in general  
nai l  o f  f i n g e r  
o r  toe 
a sore  
b o d y  
soul ( o f  l i v i n g  
person ) 
ghos t  

abas 
mato' 
adung  
t l ingo'  
kabang 
dj i la '  
l i yog  
bulu' i p u s  
bi bi r. 
ipon 
cumi t  
j angku t  
pel ingas 
bagang 
likip' 
k u b a b  
titi' 
t inai '  
udan  t inai '  
penyawo' 
kulit 

g in ja l  
dada' 
ente' kamuk 
be l inger  
tendu lu '  
apa' 
a t u d  
l u l u d  
tano' 
perapatan 
alu'  
pusod 
awak 
tu lang  awak 
tu lang  
samdop 

p i lad  
anci' 
menbuluwo' 

setan 



C. Landscape a n d  N a t u r e  

69. s u n  
70. moon 
71. s t a r  
72. Pleiades 
73. sky 
74. c b u d  
75. lightning 
76. t h u n d e r  
77. r a i n  
78. ra inbow 
79. dew 
80. f o g  
81. n i g h t  
82. morn ing 
83. midday 
84. af ternoon 
85. even ing 
86. water  ( f r e s h  ) 
87. r i v e r  
88. benk of r i v e r  
89. e,ar,th, g r o u n d  
90. ,pud 
91. c lay 
92. stone 
93. cave 
94. sand 
95. light 
96. darkness 
97. is land 
98. hill, mountain 
99. val ley 
100. p la in  
101. b u s h  
102. bay  
103. shore 
104. garden 
105. swamp 
106. c u r r e n t  o f  r i v e r  
107. n o r t h  
108. south  
109. east 
110, west 
111. w ind  

mato adow 
bu lan  
b i n t a n g  

kuanan  
t i t a i '  b a r i u '  
k e r i j a t  
t e n g k a r u d  
dasam 
b e l i n t u n g  
ambun 
ambun 
k iwon  
sumpur  
mundok adow 
adow madow 
jualop 
t i m u g  
sungoi '  
bibir sungoi '  
tana'  
langas 
tana' bel i ta '  
ba tu '  
guha '  
a g  is 
cahaiya' 
n i y o d  
pulu 
t i d o n g  
t i d a k  
d u m u t  
lagar 
l a r u k  
bibir 
k i rbun-dangan . . 
lagar 
a r u s  
u t a r a  
selatan 
t i m u r  
b a r a t  
b a r i u '  

1 12. wet  season 
113. dry season 
114. f i r e  
115. smoke 
116. p a t h  
11 7. charcoal  
118. ashes 
119. food  (genera l l y )  
120. g reens  
121. g i n g e r  
122. t r e e  
123. r o o t  
124. stem, trunk 
125. f o r k e d  b r a n c h  
126. leaf 
127. f l ower  
128. fruit 
129. seed 
13'0. g r a s s  -- 
131. sago ( ~ a l m )  
132. bamboo 
133. banana 
134. coconut  
135. sugarcane 
136. bete l  n u t  
137. pepper  
138. bete l  l ime 
139. sweet potato 

musim pendasam 
musim lasu' 
apui 
l i sun 
dalan 

kawug  
nakan 
sayur  
laiyo' 
u p u n  
pakat  
tangkai, ba tang 
adan 
dawun 
busak 
bua'  
umi' 
r u m p u t  
natok 
bu lu '  
pun t i '  
piasau 
tabu'  
bua' p inang 
sahang 
apug 
sabai demarat 

E. Animals, Reptiles, and  B i r d s  

140. t a i l  o f  animal 
141. fur o f  animal 
142. bird 
143. w i n g  
144. fea the r  
145. e g g  
146. nes t  
147. d o g  
148. r a t  
149. b a t  
150. flying f o x  
151. snake 
152. l i z a r d  
153. moni to r  l i zards  

ingko i  
bulu' b i n t a n g  
pempulu' 
alad 
bu lu '  
ta lu '  
sanong 
asu' 
t i k u s  t u p a r  
beng  kawot  
mendipo' 
tembulalas 



154. f r o g  , 
155. crocodi le 
156. g reen  pigeon 
157. eaglehawk 
158. p a r r o t  
159. ho rdb i l l  
160. fowl,' 
161. duck  
162. goose . - . 

163. owl 
164. crow 
165. t u r t l e  

keladak 
bua iyo '  

sangang 
rnanuk ( c h i c k e n )  
bibik 
angsa' 
puwok  
rnangkak 
s l an id  

166. f i s h  
167. scale o f  f i s h  
168. fin 
169. ta i l  o f  f i s h  
170. sha rk  
171. s t i ng ray  
172. c rab  . 

173. eel , , 
.; 

G .  

F. Fishes, etc.  

kanon  
s u l u d  
s i r i k  
e n g k u i  
k e r i t a n  

lernangu 
ba lu l  

l nve r teb ra tes  

174. f ly 
175. l ice 
176. w o r h r .  .. 
177. b lack  a n t  
178. r e d  a n t  
179. yel low a n t  
180. mosquito 
181 . b u t t e r f l y  
182. moth 
183. cent ipede 
184. scorpion 
185. sp ide r  
186. grasshopper  

bengalod 
k u t u '  
lengguwang 
lensadom 

sernut 
narnuk 
kulit bambang 
n g a b u t  
endipal  
antpikala '  
tengekerawa 
te tuka '  

H. Weapons a n d  Utens i ls  

187. material f o r  pekakos apu i  
mak ing f i r e  

188. house (s ing le )  
189. house [ long house 
190. v i l lage 
191. spear 
192. f i s h  spear 
193. sh ie ld  
194. axe 
195. b e l t  
196. canoe 
197. padd le  
198. s t r i ng ,  rope  
199. s k i r t  
200. k n i f e  
201. b low p ipe  
202. b low d a r t  

baloi 
baloi b u a t  
pagun  
gan ju l  
jerarnpang 

kapas 
pand ing 
padau 
busai  
t a b i d  
r o k  
lad ing 
sapuk 
anak sapuk 

I I I. ADJECTIVE 

203. a l i ve  
204. dead 
205. big 
206. small 
207. l o n g  
208. s h o r t  
209. good 
210. b a d  
211. s ick  
212. wel l  

I 213. t h i r s t y  
214. hungry 

i 215. t i r e d  
216. r e d  
217. wh i te  

I 
218. b lack,  b lue  
219. yel low 
220. h o t  

I 221. co ld  
I 222. lame 

I 
223. b l i n d  
224. sad 
225. happy,  g lad 
226. fu l l ,  sated 
227. empty 
228. q u i c k  

muyag 
matoi 
t u p a r  
lurnot 
b u a t  
jiwa' 
bay is  
marat 
dualan 
s u b u r  
pua' l i yog  
dedusan 
murnpoi 
l iya '  
pulak 
rnitom 
si low 
lasu' 
salui 
p ingka '  
balow 
keujut-an 

panu'  
k u s u n g  
capot 



229. slow, 
230. new 
231. o ld  
232. s t r o n g  
233. weak 
234. r i g h t  
235. l e f t  
236. right ( co r rec t  
237. w rong  . 
238. f a t  
239. thin 
240. a n g r y  
241. peacable 
242. sleepy 
243. young  
244. g rey -ha i red  
245. p regnan t  
246. h a r d  
247. so f t  
248. sweet 
249. b i t te r ,  sou r  

250. d ie 
251. eat 
252. drink 
253. s t w d  

I 
254. s i t  
255. r i s e  

I 
256. speak 
257. call 
258. run 
259. .walk 
260. bring 

! 261. take away 

262. get  
263. snatch, g r a b  
264. g i v e  
265. hit 
266. b reak  
267. fa l l  
268. see 

I 269. watch 

buo i  
bagu '  
tuwo '  
mikang 
lemamp 
kemagot 
k a y i t  
manong 
sala' 
en taramuk 
temukar  
mengi tan 
mangow 
gendangdungo l  
eml?ulok 
a b u k  nya lo t  
k i t i a n  
kotoa 
lami 
mamis 
p a y  it 

VERBS 

ngapung  
ngakan 
ng inum 
kemindi '  
temudung 
kada t  
ngendagu'  
lagow 
men tu rus  
makow 
ngibit 
mu-nit 
n.galap 
sedia' 
sa iyang 
menambang 
putul 
da tu '  
g i l o n g  
ngenjaga' 

270. hear  
271. like, want  
272. s i n g  
273. c r y  
274. steal 
275. cook (bo i l  1 
276. roas t  
277. ask  ( f o r  o r  abou t )  
278. answer  
279. b low ( w i t h  mouth)  
280. w i n d  blows 
281. s u n  r i ses  
282. s u n  sets 
283. moon r ises  
284. moon sets 
285. c l imb 
286. jump 
287. l augh  
288. t i c k l e  % 

289. sc ra tch  
290. remember 
291. f o r g o t  
292. t h r o w  away 
293. send  
294. scold 
295. swim 
296. f i s h  swims 
297. look f o r  
298. smell ( a  t h i n g )  
299. cover  u p  
300. uncover  
301. wa i t  f o r  
302. dance 
303. f i n i s h  ( a  job)  
304. make 
305. t e l l  a l i e  
306. g o  (away)  
307. t u r n  
308. come 
309. come back 
310. put 
31 1. hold, keep 
312. show 
313. h i d e  
314. lose 

ked ingog 
g u a n g  
buad ingang 
gelandui  
gentakow 
kupos 
awak 
manot, ngentano' 
ngenawop 
benaposbuat 
mujuk  
matanadowsemila 
matanadowmurnpos 
bu lan  semila 
bu lan  mumpos 
nakod 
semamput 
gadak 
ngenjajog 
e n g k u k u t  
n ingo t  
lapanan 
menabo1 
pibit 
had i r  
ensadui 
ensaduiengi lad 
g i yum 
awow 
t e n u t u b  
senukap 
ga lung  
menaril 
pango' 
ngentugos 
rebu tan  
pango' 
teng ibong 
kesaboi 
menduli '  
n i t au  
nyanggo l  
pen i long 
semuni' 
t a tag  



315. hun f  
316, move ( b y  i tse l f ) ;  

move ( something 1 
317. leave 
318. fol low 
319. c a r r y  
320. we meet 
321.   ass b y  
322. crawl  ( o f  snake)  

c rawl  (of b a b y )  
323. lead ( a  pe rson )  
324, p u s h  
325. p u l l  
326. r o l l  ( a n  ob jec t )  
327. wave ( a  flag, 

etc.  1 
328. f l y  (of  b i r d )  
329. d i v e  
330. catch 
331. miss 
332. shoot ( f u n 1  
333. knbck  at 
334. kipk, ' 

335. b,ite 
336. p i n c h  
337. dodge 
338. spear 
339. wh is t le  
340. s p i t  
341. vomit' 
342. g row  
343. cough 
344. sneeze 
345. sh i ve r  
346. bend down 
347. chop I wood1 

pen inda 
ngen t imung  

n a p u n g  
maya' 

in tamu'  
i nsay i l  
gebeb in i t  
e n  kamang 
ke tuwo '  
m i n i t  
n g e d u l u n  

ngelamboi 

n g e n t u l u d  
ngenta lop  
ngendakop 
t a t o g  
ngeduang  
tem i t i k  
n u p a k  
n g a b u t  
nanc ip  
ngensala 
m in ta r  
besu i t  
ng iwog  
ge rua '  
tumu '  
g u s o d  
imberasin 
tem in t i g  
b u n g k u n g  
ngeampal 

I 
SUPPLEMENTARY WORD L I S T  

1 I. THE BODY. LANGUAGE AND MISCELLANEOUS NOUNS 

348. eyebrow 
349. eyelash 

bibir mato' 
b u l u  mato' 

350. b r a i n  
351. wa is t  
352. t h u m b  
353. f i r s t  f i n g e r  
354. second f i nge r  
355. third f i n g e r  
356. l i t t l e  f i n g e r  
357. muscle 
358. w r i n k l e  
359. f i s t  
360. l a p  
361. a rmp i t  
362. pen i s  
363. tes t ic les  
364. anus  
365. v u l v a  
366. l ump  
367. b o i l  ( sore  I 
368. f e v e r  = 

369. pa in  
370. t e a r s  
371. j u i ce  
372. mar row 
373, talk, 

conversa t ion  
374. book 
375. pape r  
376. a rgumen t  
377. agreement 
378. a l i e  
379. truth ( t o  te l l  

t h e  truth 1 
380. a song 
381. a s t o r y  
382. a dance 
383. c i rc le,  r i n g  
384. c e n t r e  
385. ou t l i ne  
386. p a r t s  o f  spear, 

butt; half; p o i n t  
387. b u n d l e  
388. f u n e r a l  

u t o k  
awak 
tempupu tendu lu '  
tunjuk 
tenggagai  ban tong  
tenggag i  
t e n g k i k i s  
uwa t  
kemerudot  
s i n t u k  
empaiyu' 
be lek i tok  
b u t u '  
ta l i '  
t u m b u n g  
bad i '  
lemantub 
kupos  
gegaran 
dualan 
t imug  mato' 
pataw 
sumsum 
dagu '  

buku' 
kera tos  
bakacou 
bebakot  
lebutan 
manong 

lagu'  
cer i ta '  
t a r i '  
J ingkor 
pusod 
g a r i s  t u p a r  

b e n u n g k u s  
k u b u r  



I I. ADJECTIVES 

389. awake 
390. c lever 
391. clumsy 
392. set-isible 
393. an r ious  
394. astonished 
395. lonely . . 

396. alone 
397. sel f ish 
398. l iberal  
399. beloved 
400. eager. keen 
401. pat ien t  
402. impatient 
403. famous 
404. lazy 
405. act ive 
406. b u s y  
407. idle- 
408. r i c h  . =  

, . 

409. poor. 
410. jukt 
411. un jus t  
41 2. tab0 
413. secret 
414. f o re ign  
415. shy.. 
416. naughty 
41 7 .  c r i pp led  
418. cunn ing  
41 9. t h i c k  
420. t h i n  

(o f  objects)  
421. nar row 
422. wide 
423. high 
424. low 
425. absent 
426. upright 
427. hor izontal  
428. steep 
429. loose as a post  
430. t i g h t  

kada t  
p i n t o r  
enggalaiod 
aka1 mikang 
k u a t i r  
j ay ip  
beber inow 
siowkebat id 
p e r i l u  diri keba t id  
ngamit  
kekas ih  
ke t i la i  kepa iyang 
sabor 
nu posabor 
tekanol  
b e n t i r o n  
p e t u l i d  
kacou 
b e n t i r o n  
ke l i l i r an  
misk in  
ad i l  
nupo '  ad i l  
senaoi 
rahasia 
nupo'  payu '  
ng iwan 
jay i l  
p i n g k a  
te l iwot  p i n t o r  
kapar  
mipis 

kas i  p 
tawa' 
s a y a t  
d isau 
nupo'  a d i r  
s iap 
lan tak  
sawat 
lel ipos 
kas ip  

431. e x t r a  colors 
432. bright 
433. r a w  (meat, 

f i s h )  
434. cooked 
435. w i l d  (animals I 
436. tame 
437. savage 
438. b a r r e n  
439. impor tant  
440. a l i ke  
441. d i f f e r e n t  
442. apa r t  
443. easy 
444. d i f f i c u l t  
445. t r u e  
446. fa lse 
447. vain, p r o u d  
448. ea r l y  
449. la te  
450. strange, 

pecu l ia r  
451. s l i p p e r y  
452. insecure  (as a 

stone n o t  
balanced) 

mengki lop 
gerua'  

ensubon 
b inatang buas 

ganas 
keranggasan 
pen t ing  
serupa' 
ando' 
penasuai 
gampang 
pa9on 
manong 
palsu' 
t ekabur  
ti kas 
buwoi  
heran 

lamog 
nupo mikang 

I Ill. VERBS 

I A .  General 

453. beg in  
454. hurry 
455. put if off 
456. s top 
457. change 

1 458. replace 
I 459. need 

460. t o  b e  unable 
( t o  d o )  

461. scat te r  
j 462. renew, make new 

463. embrace 
464. k i s s  

n impun 
mumpoi 
nge l  ugo t  
berhant ikogu lu '  
beruba '  
genantimumum endu l i '  
penereluno' 
nupo' malap 

ny imbor  
perbagu'  
ngamol 
ngadok 



465. commit a d u l t e r y  ngehina'  
466. "hang around, " be rke l i a ran  

re fuse  t o  g o  

B. Na tu ra l  

467. float 
468. s ink  
469. melt ( a s ' f a t  in 

f i r e )  
470. t remble 
471. swell 
472. f low 
473. overf low 
474. b u r s t  
475. st ick, adhere 
476. shine, o f  a 

light 
477. ref lect;  dazzle 
478. fade, o f  colors 
479. decAy . 
480. b e  ,syspended 
481 . to,; lean 
482. s l i p  
483. drip 
484. splash 
485. revo lve  
486.. w i ther  -. 

belabul- labu' 
lasod 
lemanak 

tem in t i g  
lemantob 
temi r is  
bunsu '  
ngelagum 
n y i k o t  
ng in ta i  

tepenaru '  
malis 
mu tong  
b e n i l i n g  
semandig 
ke l idas  
matok 
temundang 
penu to r  
melaya' 

C. Action, etc.  

en ter  
g o  o u t  
wander aimlessly 
g o  o n  hands 
and knees 
r i d e  
steer a boat  
r i n g  a be l l  
swing ( b y  i tse l f )  
row a boat  
ro l l  ( b y  i tself  
as down a h i l l )  

penumpos 
semila 
makow 
b e r a n g k a t  

m&ow mudan s idon 
ngupir 
gebebungkung  
n indong  
busa i  
bedu lun  

p o i n t  
f e t c h  
leap as a f r o g  
chase 
s t r a y  f rom a p a t h  
bow down 
b e n d  t h e  head 
f o l d  t h e  arms 
cross  t h e  legs 

petada' 
ngalap 
l a i y u t  
muga' 
pa l id  
temukom 
temu kom 
beselibon tangan 
besel ibon tango 

1 D. Human and  Animal 

506. f e l l  
507. sneak up on  
508. tas te  
509. t o u c h  
510. b u r y  
51 1. smile ." 
512. m a r r y  (man o r  

woman 1 
51 3. wound 
514. sweat 
515. c u r e  ( s i ck  person)  
516. shve  
517. comb h a i r  
518. c u r l  h a i r  
519. tear  a t h i n g  
520. feed 
521. s t i n g  
522. swallow 

I 523. kneel  
, 524. bow down 
1 525. open 

526. s h u t  
, 527. l i c k  
4 528. f r o w n  

529. choke ( b y  
oneself 

530. choke ( someone ) 
531. stoop 
532. c rawl  
533. h iccough 
534. peep 
535. s ta re  

ngangkam 
nye r imud  
rasa' 
kegagad 
nerasok 
bekanyom 
kawin 

peni lat 
begumos 
penebayis s iya  
begun t ing  
senu lud 
b e k e r i t i n g  
benincang 
kenakan 
minduk 
tenalom 
begatud 
penembungkung 
senukab 
tutub 
nyi la '  
ken i ja t  
satap 

senakak 
b u n g k u n g  
temungol 
kemensibok 
ny igag  
kerenduong 



I E. - Mental  

536. mind, ca re  fo r  
537. remind 
538. mean ( what  do  

yoLi ... ? )  
539. bel ieve 
540. exci te 
541. choose . . 
542. adopt [ c h i l d )  
543. promise 
544. praise 
545. blame 
546.. accuse 
547. f o r b i d  
548. f l a t te r  
549. tease 
550. annoy 
551. w o r r y  
552. confuse 
553. qua r re l  

mapas 
n g i n g o t  
maksud 

percaya'  
penapanas 
ngempi l i '  
t enangung  
den indang 
ng u n p o d  
ngensala 
nandos 
nyawai '  
nganja' 
ngeguda'  
nyusa'  
perdu l i '  
ngacau 
besel is ihan 

F. General 

554. leak 
555. swing 
556. sp r ink le  
557. smash. 
558. poke 
559. squeeze 
560. p r i c k  
561. paint, decorate 
562. sew 
563. tw is t  
564. scrape (as  a 

h ide) 
565. upset, sp i l l  
566. s t i r  
567. mix 
568. pou r  o u t  
569. d i p  
570. sweep 

1 
571. wipe 
572. pluck, as a bird 

pasut  
ng indong  
ngambur  
mantung 
nga juk  
neramos 
n y u s u k  
b e u k i r  
n y a l u t  
ngempil i '  
ngegar is  

s a i d .  
penembaoul 
penambap 
tenumtug  
nyibuk 
ngempapas 
mumpapas 
nge l  i kas 

573. s t re tch ,  make 
t a u t  

574. c u t  
575. f as ten  
576. grind 
577. c r u s h  t o  powder  
578. t i e  
579. f as ten  
580. w r a p  up 
581. pack  up 
582. leave o u t  
583. waste 
584. share  o u t  
585. wh isper  
586. swear 
587. w i n  
588. d r a w  ( p i c t u r e )  
589. console 
590. a r r e s t  a man % 

591. tempt, t o  t ry 
o u t  

592. w a r n  
593. a t tack  
594. escape 

NOTES 

tebabar 

mu tu l  
ngendu lung  
nger inda  
gemusug 
ngendukug  

bemungkus 
bekamor 
getetatag 
garas 
ayam 
gi y um 
besumpa 
manong 
ngegambor 
nge l i l in  
ngadakop 
gemuda' 

peningot  
sesawai' 
napungno'  

1. F ie ld  w o r k  among t h e  Bulusu'  was under taken  in 1980- 
81 u n d e r  t h e  sponsorship o f  N.S. F. Grant  BNS-79-15343 
w i t h  G. N. Appell, Ph. D., as p r inc ipa l  invest iga tor .  I 
under took l i ngu is t i c  research among t h e  T i d u n g  as a 
r e s e a r c h  assistant. I am indebted t o  h im  f o r  h i s  
guidance in t h i s  work  and f o r  h i s  he lp  in t h e  prepara-  

I t i o n  o f  t h e  f ina l  d r a f t  of t h i s  paper.  

I 2. My major in formant  was Muh id in  A.  R. a n  inhab i tan t  

! o f  t h e  v i l lage o f  Sekatak B u j i  o n  t h e  Sekatak R ive r  o f  
East Kal imantan. 

3. A n  a r t i c l e  d i s c u s s i n g  and co r rec t i ng  Beech's 1908 
d i c t i ona ry  i s  for thcoming.  

4. A basic word  l i s t  o f  t h e  Bu lungan  language i s  also 
fo r thcoming.  



, 
5. The Language Questionnaire used was prepared b y  the  

Department of Linguist ics, Research School o f  Pacific 
Stud ies,  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  Na t iona l  U n i v e r s i t y ,  f o r  
collecting ,data f o r  the i r  L inqu is t ic  Atlas of  the  Pacific. 
T h e  values f o r  t h e  symbols used in render ing t he  
vocabu la~y  can b e  found  in Gudschinsky I1967 1 .  

BIBLIOGRAPHY: Beech, M. W.  H. 1908. The  T idong 
Dialects of Borneo. London : Oxfo rd  Univers i ty  Press. 
Cense, A .  A. and E. M. Uhlenbeck. 1958. Cr i t ical  Survey 
of Studies on the Langusges o f  Borneo. Koninkl i jk  l n s t i t uu t  
voor Taal-, Land- en Volkenkunde Bibl iogrpahic Series 2. 
Is-Gravenhage: Martinus Ni jhof f .  Gender Stort, P. van. 
19 16 .  N eder  landsch-  -Tidoengsch--Tinggalan--Dajaksche 
Woordenlijst. ' VBGKW 62(5). Gudschinsky, Sarah C. 1967. 
How to  Learn an Unwr i t ten Language. New York:  Holt, 
R ineha r t  and Winston.  LeBar,  F rank  M., Ed i tor  and 
Compiler. 1972. Ethnic Groups o f  Insu lar  Southeast Asia. 
Volume 1 : Indonesia. Andaman Islands, and Madagascar. 
New Haven: Human Relations Area Files Press. 
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THE BULUSU' LANGUAGE OF EAST KALIMANTAN: 
ETHNOGRAPHIC PROFILE AND BASIC WORD LIST 

.-. Amity C. P. Appell  
Social ' i rans fo rmat ion  and Adaptation 

Research . Ins t i tu te  

d i f f e r e n t  f r om  t h e  B u l u s u '  SO t h a t  it i s  no t  mutual ly 
I 

intel l igible. 

i The Bulusu'  t radi t ional ly are longhouse dwellers and 
swidden agr icu l tur is ts .  Thei r  main crops are rice, manioc, 
and taro. Maize i s  also grown. Of  major importance a re  a 
var ie ty  of  f r u i t  t ree crops which i n  the  f r u i t  season p rov ide  
considerable income as t he  surplus i s  sold t o  t h e  markets in 
Tarakan. 

INTRODUCTION1 I 

The Bulusu' are a people o f  East Kalimantan. They 
1. 

w 

inhabi t  pr imari ly t he  middle t o  lower reaches of t h e  Sekatak 
River, the Bengara River, and t he  Batayau River  in the  

I 
C 

Kecamantan Tanjung Palas o f  the.,Kebupatan Bulungan. In 
t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  a n d  government repor ts  t he  Bulusu'  are  
re fer red to  as Berusu. However, Berusu i s  an exonym (see 
Appell 1968) and Bulusu'  i s  t he  p re fe r red  autonym. 

The Bulusu' maintain t ha t  the i r  closest l inguist ic allies 
are the Tidung, who inhabi t  the  lower reaches of  these 
r i ve r s  f requent ly  interspersed w i t h  Bulusu'  vil lages. Upr i ve r  
from the  Bulusu' are Punan, whose language i s  considerably 

The  Bulusu'  are experienced canoe bu i lders  and r i v e r  
t ravelers.  Much of  the  t rave l  t o  swidden f ie lds i s  done by 
canoe, and considerable f ish ing along t he  r i v e r  and ou t  t o  
the  r i v e r  mouths i s  done by canoe. 

The social organization of the  Bulusu'  i s  cognatic (see 
Appell  1982). The k insh ip  terminology i s  o f  t h e  Eskimoan 
type. Residence af ter  marriage i s  vir i local and a large 
br ide-pr ice i s  requi red.  The farming un i t  i s  t he  nuclear 
family. However, the consumption un i t  can b e  t he  la rger  
extended fami ly tha t  l i ve  in the longhouse apartment. Th i s  
i s  based on a marr ied couple, and the i r  male ch i ldren w i t h  
the i r  spouses and chi ldren. 

Inher i tance r i g h t s  of certain items are preferential ly 
sex l inked. Head beads are usually devolved on female 
chi ldren, and swords are devolved on males. F r u i t  t r ee  
groves and scarce jars and gongs which have high value and 
important r i t ua l  funct ions are devolved on al l  ch i ldren w i t h  
t he  eldest male hav ing preferent ia l  r ights,  so tha t  in t he  
case of ja rs  they  wil l  be  lodged in h is  longhouse apartment. 

BASIC WORD LIST2 

Human Beinqs 

1. man laki  
2. woman dandu' 
3. o ld  man laki  t uo  
4. o ld  woman dandur t uo  
5. marr ied man lak i  pongow pagandu' 
6. bachelor buaiyoi 



clever man: 
medicine man 
baby (male and 
female) 
boy jus t  walk ing 
young boy 
(5710 years) 
old* boy 
(10-15 years) 
husband 
wife 
small girl 
g i r l  a t  puber ty  
mother 
father 
elder b ro ther  
younger b ro ther  
sister o f  man 
daughter of man 
o r  woman 
son o f  man o r  
woman:: 
people in general 

t 

gantu  

anak 

anak bagu t impun makow - 

laki  
dandu' 
anak dandu' rumot 
samandak 
inda' 
yama' 
aka' 
ar i '  
gar i '  ( s ib l ing)  
anak 

anak 

u l un  

Par ts  o f  t h e  Body 

head 
h a 3  -o f  head 
hair  of body 
forehead 
eY e 
nose 
ear 
mouth 
tongue 
throat  
nape of  neck 
l i p  
tooth 
moustache 
beard 
cheek 
jar, ch in  
shoulder 

u tok 
abuk 
b u l u  
rabas (face) 
mato 
adung 
t i l ingo 
kabang 
di la' 
l iog 
ip.u s 
munung 
dipon 
sarub 
sarub 
i lan 
Ya 
1 ep 

P 44. 
45. 
46. 
47. 
48. 
49. 
50 .  
51. 
52. 
53 .  
54. 
55. 
56. 
57. 
58. 
59. 
SO. 
61. 
62. 
63. 
64. 

chest 
breat  of  woman, 
nipple 
be l ly  (exter ior  
stomach ( i n te r io r  1 
hear t  
sk in  
l i ve r  
k idney 
blood 
f a t  
upper  arm 
lower arm 
thigh 
knee 
lower leg 
foot 
ankle 
but tocks 
navel 
back 
backbone 
bone ( i n  general) 
nai l  o f  f i nger  o r  
toe 
a sore 
body 
soul (o f  l i v i ng  
person 
ghost 

kubab 
titi' 

t ina i  
udan guang 
paru-paru 
kungkung 
kada' 
sasapad 
dada' 
lomok 
bi l ingoi  
leset 
tolompo 
a tud  
lua' tonok (cal f  
bukung  
bentengel 
al u 
pusod 
buku rung  
tu lang b u k u r u n g  
tu lang 
sindi lu 

kadul  
k i r i n g  
l ingu 

mburuow 

sun 
moon 
s ta r  
Pleiades 

Landscape and Nature 

s k y  
c loud 
l i gh tn ing  
thunder  
r a i n  
rainbow 
dew 

matow odow 
bulan 
bilitin - 
kuanan 
laput  
gani t  
tangkarud 
dasamldurat 
b i l i t ung  
titu 



80. f o g  ,, 

81. night 
82. morn ing 
83. midday 
84. af ternoon 
85. evening 
86. water ( f r e s h )  
87. r i v e r  
88. bank of. . r i v e r  
89. earth, g r o u n d  
90. mud 
91. clay 
92. stone 
93. cave 
94. sand 
95. light 
96. darkness 
97. is land 
98. hill, mountain 
99. val ley 
100. p1ai.n 
101. bush  , 

i 
102. bay 
103. shore 
104. garden 
105. swamp 
106. c u w e n t  o f  r i v e r  
107. n o r t h -  
108. south 
109. east 
110. west 
111. w ind 
1 12. wet  season 
113. dry season 
114. f i r e  
115. smoke 
116. pa th  
11 7. charcoal 
118. ashes 
119. food (genera l l y )  
120, greens 
121. g inge r  
122. t ree  

ambun 
rondom 
nYuaP 
u n d o k  odow 
matow nimpon aba' 
s u d u n g  
t imog 
sungo i  
r i b u n  sungo i  
t una '  
r u k e '  
l i sak  s inan 
b a t u  
l uwang  b a t u  
a g  i s  
sahaya' 
rondom 
puru' 
m u r u k  
apas 
lempey 
togonok 

( specif ical ly, 
"sapl ing" 

l i d u n g  - 
umo 
dagar  
a r u s  
odow si lan 
odow si lan 
odow matoi 
odow u y a g  
ribut 
pa iyang  dasam 
pangaraw 
apu i  
l i s . ~  n' 
alan 
b a  
awa 
akan 
s a y u r  
layow 
t a u n  

123. roo t  
124. stem, trunk 
125. fo rked  b r a n c h  
126. leaf 
127. f lower  
128. fruit 
129. seed 
130. g rass  
131. sago (pa lm)  
132. bamboo 
133. banana 
134. coconut  
135. sugarcane 
136. betel  nut 
137. pepper  
138. betel  lime 
139. sweet potato 

bakag 
batang - 
daun 
busak 
bua' 
umi 
dikut 
r imbiow 
bu lu '  
p u n t i  
piasau 
tabu  
p indang  
sang 
apu9 
sabai lawing 

Animals, Reptiles, a n d  B i r d s  

140. t a i l  o f  animal 
141. fur o f  animal 
142. bird 
143. w ing  
144. fea ther  
145. e g g  
146. nest  
147. d o g  
148. r a t  
149. b a t  
150. flying f o x  
151. snake 
152. l i za rd  
153. moni tor  l i za rd  
154. f r o g  
155. crocodi le 
156. g reen  pigeon 
157. eaglehawk 

158. p a r r o t  
159. h o r n b i l l  
160. fowl  
161. duck 
762. goose 

iku' 
bulu 
pumpulu  
alad 
bulu 
ta lu '  
bu lunan 
as u 
t i k u s  tana' 
l ukuan  
mangkawot 
dip0 
busow ( t r e e  l i z a r d )  
kadaiya 
sai / tegek 
buaiow 

kanu i  (specif ical ly, 
Brahminy  K i te )  

sangkang 
rnanuk 
bibik 



163. owl 
164. crow ' 
165. t u r t l e  

u 'ot -u 'ot  
bangkak  
ko lop l lab i '  

Fishes. Etc. 

166. f i s h " ,  
167. scale o f  fi-sh 
168. fin 
169. ta i l  o f  f i s h  
170. shark  
171. s t i ng ray  
172. c rab  
173. eel 
174. fly 
175. l ice 
176. worm 
177. b lack a n t  
178. r e d  a n t  
179. yellow a n t  
180. mosqoito 
181 . b u t t e r f  ly-E 
182. moth ' 
183. centipede 
184. scorpion 
185. spider 
186. grasshopper 

pai t 
sisi '  
k a k a p i r l t i k o n  
iku' p a i t  
g i r i t a n  - 
bambanga 
lamang 
mongolod 
g u t u  
l ungkuwang  
k i l au  
k i l a u  
k i l au  
t u n t u n u n g  
kangka layat  
k i r i a p o  
d ipa l  
a r i p - a r i p  
lawa' 
pamparu ka lap ( locust  

Weapons and  Utensi ls  

187. material f o r  
making f i r e  

188. house (s ing le )  
189. house ( longhouse) 
190. v i l lage 
191. spear ( k i n d s )  
192. f i s h  spear 
193. shield 
194. axe 
195. be l t  
196. canoe 
197. paddle 
198. s t r ing ,  rope 

tik 

baloi 
baloi b u a t  
balayan 
sasalap/ tongkoyon 
sarampangl tumpul ing  
k a l i d  
pana' 
pand ing  
padau 
k a k a b i r  
ta l i '  

199. s k i r t  tap i '  
200. k n i f e  p a y  i s  
201. b low p ipe  sapuk 
202. blow d a r t  anak sapuk 

Adject ives 

203. a l i ve  
204. dead 
205. big 
206. small 
207. long 
208. s h o r t  
209. good 
210. b a d  
211. s ick  
212. well 
213. t h i r s t y  -,. 

214. hungry 
215. t i r e d  
216. r e d  
217. wh i te  
218. black, b l u e  
219. yel low 
220. h o t  
221. cold 
222. lame 
223. blind (one o r  

b o t h  eyes) 
224. sad 
225. happy, g lad  
226. full, sated 

( o r  o f  b u c k e t )  
227. empty ( o f  b u c k e t )  
228. qu i ck  
229. slow 
230. new 
231. o ld  
232. s t r o n g  
233. weak 
234. right (hand)  
235. l e f t  ( h a n d )  
236. right, co r rec t  
237. w rong  

bugay  
angka i londot  
adang 
rumot  
b u a t  
dui' 
pili' 
a ra t  
kagu i  
iga, s i ka r  
PO'Yog 
bitil 
u m POY 
r ia '  
p u r a k  
i tom 
silow 
lasu' 
saru i  
p ingka '  
bolow 

lap sonong 
lamadon 
panu' 

mbuluwa 
l igow 
uyut 
bagu  
la id 
pangkor  
mikai 
p imidis 
k a i i t  
lawonglmonong 
sala' 



238. f a t  
239. t h i n  
240. a n g r y  
241. peacable 
242. sleepy 
243. young  
244. g rey -ha i red  
245. p regnan t  
246. h a r d  . . 
247. so f t  
248. sweet 
249. b i t te r .  sour  

NOTES 

lomok 
mbarasa 
s iog 
aman 
ki  turug 
mbolok 
uog-uog abuk  
k i t i a n  
ko tog  
lami' 
amis 
pa i t  

F ie ld word  among t h e  Bu lusu '  was under taken i n  1980- 
81 under  t h e  sponsorship o f  N.S.F. Gran t  BNS-79- 
15343, w i t h  G. N. Appell, Ph.D., as p r inc ipa l  invest i -  
gator, and a F o r d  Foundat ion g r a n t .  I under took 
l ingu is t ic  research among t h e  Bu lusu '  as a research 
assistant  t o  my f a t h e r .  I am indebted t o  him f o r  
g u i d a n c e i n  t h i s  w o r k  a n d  he lp  i n  p r e  a r i n g  t h e  P Int roduct ion.  M y  l i ngu is i t i c  in formant  was mran, now 
l i v i n g  i n  t h e  r e s e t t l e m e n t  v i l l a g e  Tangap on t h e  
Sekatak R iver .  lmran was nineteen yea rs  o l d  a t  t h e  
t ime o f  f i e l d  work  a n d  h a d  completed g r a d e  school in a 
nearby v i l lage and t h e n  gone t o  Tarakan f o r  one year  
o f  jun iqr  high school. He was f l u e n t  in Indonesian, 
t h e  langudge used f o r  i n q u i r y .  

T h i s  quest ionnaire was.' p repared  by t h e  Department o f  
Linguist ics, Research School o f  Pacif ic Studies, t h e  
Austra l ian National U n i v e r s i t y  f o r  t h e i r  L inqu is t i c  At las 
o f  t h e  Pacif ic. T h e  l i ngu is t i c  symbols used a r e  f r o m  --- 
C u d s c h i n s k y  ( 1 9 6 7 )  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  t h a t  1'1 
indicates a g lo t ta l  stop. . - 

... 
BIBLILOGRAPHY: Appell, G. N. 1968. T h e  Dusun Language 
o f  Nor the rn  Borneo: Rungus  Dusun  a n d  Related Problems. 
Ocean ic  L i n g u i s t i c s  7 : 1-15.  . 1982. 
Ethn ic  Groups in t h e  Nor theast  Region o f  Indonesian Borneo 
and T h e i r  Social Organizat ions.  Paper presented a t  t h e  
B o r n e o  Research  C o u n c i l  Sympos ium "Recent Research 
Among Borneo Societies" h e l d  a t  t h e  81st Annua l  Meetings 

of t h e  American Anthropological  Associations, Washington, 
D. C., December 6, 1982. Cudschinsky, Sarah C. 1967. How 
t o  L e a r n  a n  U n w r i t t e n  Language.  New Y o r k :  Holt, 
R inehar t  a n d  Winston. 

BORNEO RESEARCH COUNCIL PROGRAM FOR 
RESEARCH I N  SABAH 

G. N. Appe l l  
Brandeis U n i v e r s i t y  

and  

I T h e  Borneo Research Counci l  

T h e  Borneo Research Counci l  i s  engaged i n  developing 
a soc ia l   anthropological^ research  program in Sabah in 
cooperation w i t h  var ious  departments o f  t h e  Sabah govern -  
ment. T h e  research w i l l  invo lve  basic e thnograph ic  research 
as well as appl ied research and  studies o f  social change. 

A s  i s  w e l l  known,  Sabah i s  v e r y  r i c h  in c u l t u r a l  
t rad i t ions .  I t  has been estimated t h a t  t h e r e  may b e  o v e r  
one h u n d r e d  named, self-conscious e thn ic  g r o u p s  in Sabah. 
Each o f  these g r o u p s  has i t s  own isoglot, i t s  own adat, i t s  
own c u l t u r a l  ecology, i t s  own ora l  l i terature,  and i t s  own 
sociocul tural  system d i f f e r i ng  t o  a g rea te r  o r  lesser degree 
f r o m  i t s  ne ighbors .  B u t  t o  date t h e r e  has n o t  been a g rea t  
deal o f  research on  these groups, w i t h  t h e  except ion o f  
l i ngu is t i c  research I see below). Thus, it i s  essent ia l ly  
unknown how close these var ious  t rad i t i ons  a re  t o  each 
other, how much t h e y  share a n d  what i s  unique, o r  t h e i r  
h is tor ica l  re la t ionsh ip  t o  each o ther .  Social anthropological  
research has on ly  been done on f o u r  o f  these g roups  (see 
Appel l  1968, 1969a, 1969b. 1976, 1978 a n d  Su t l i ve  1979 f o r  
r e v i e w s  o f  soc ia l  a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l  r e s e a r c h  i n  Sabah l .  
Consequently, i n  one sense al l  anthropological  research i s  
u r g e n t  in t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a tremendous amount o f  e thnograph ic  
work  t o  b e  done before  social change erodes t h e  t rad i t iona l  
c u l t u r a l  contours.  I estimate t h a t  we have o n l y  f i v e  t o  t e n  
years  t o  d o  t h i s  work, and  even so much o f  it w i l l  have t o  
b e  reconst ruc t ion .  Therefore, it has been h a r d  t o  p repare  



the following l is t  o f  par t icu lar ly  u rgen t  projects, since so 
l i t t le i s  known. , As ou r  knowledge expands, the  l i s t  wi l l  
change. 

SOME URGENT 'ANTHROPOLOGICAL RESEARCH PROJECTS 

1. Northern ' ~ u r u t  

The  N o r t h e r n  ' ~ u r u t  a r e  bel ieved t o  consist o f  a 
number of  related peoples, each o f  whom have the i r  own 
dialect. o r  isoglot, and d is t inc t  customs and adat. These 
peoples a r e  dist inguished f rom t h e  Southern Murut, o r  
Sarawak Murut. who are found  pr imar i ly  in Sarawak b u t  who 
have a series of vi l lages along t h e  southern Sabah border.  

There has been one s tudy  o f  a Southern Mu ru t  vi l lage 
( C r a i n  1070, 1982).  B u t  t he re  has been no in-depth 
ethnographic s tudy  of  any of  t h e  Nor thern  Mu ru t  peoples. 
Consequently, the  number of  these groups and t he  degree of  
their  relationship t o  each other has no t  been addressed in 
the anthropological.~literature. 

D. J. Pkn t i ce .  a l inguist, made a f i ne  s tudy  of  one of  
these Northern Murut ic  languages, and he  has investigated 
t h e  relationship o f  t he  var ious Muru t i c  isoglots t o  each 
other (Prentice 1965, 1969a, 1969b. 1971, 1981 1 .  B u t  t he  
ethnographic l i te ra ture on th is  g roup  o f  peoples i s  almost 
nonexistent. , 4 s  the re  are many aspects of  t he  cu l tura l  
tradit ions of  theS'Nor thern Mu ru t  t ha t  a re  unique, it i s  
important t o  begin a s tudy of these peoples before the i r  
tradit ions die. 

2. Wet Rice Aqr icu l tura l  Societies 

There are a number of  vi l lages in Sabah f rom various 
dialect groups tha t  practice wet r i ce  agr icu l ture .  However, 
the majority of these are members.,of t he  Dusunic language 
group. Wet r ice agr icu l ture  i s  based bo th  on ra in  water as 
well as water supplied f rom dams. There has not ye t  been 
an anthropological s tudy  of  t he  social economy of  wet r ice 
agr icul ture i n  Sabah, o r  f o r  tha t  matter in any pa r t  of  
Borneo. While there have been studies of  hill r ice agr icul-  
tu re  (swidden agr icul ture),  the  na tu re  of  i r r igat ion agr icul-  

t u r e  i s  unknown. Yet such a s tudy i s  cr i t ical  no t  on ly  f o r  
t h e  advancement o f  anthropological knowledge but also as a 
foundation f o r  development work. We thus  know v e r y  l i t t l e  
about t h e  technology of wet r ice agriculture, t he  na tu re  o f  
t he  year ly  agr icu l tura l  cycle, the ownership o f  f ie lds  and 
how they  are inherited, t he  ownership of  water r ights,  t he  
methods of  construct ion of head dams and canals, how these 
are owned, how they  are maintained, what social elabora- 
t ions a re  requ i red  by t h e  technology o f  i r r i ga t ion  in t h e  
region, etc. 

1 It i s  of  par t icu lar  interest  t o  anthropological inquiry t o  
compare the  social organization of hill r i ce  vi l lages t o  wet 

I r i c e  v i l l ages  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  social concomitance o f  
1 engaging i n  a wet r ice economy. It i s  general ly argued tha t  

wet r i ce  agr icu l ture  resu l ts  i n  social elaboration, b u t  the re  
I i s  no evidence as ye t  f o r  th i s  among the  wet r i ce  vil lages 
I o f  Sabah, o r  t he  res t  of  Borneo. 

I 3. Oral  L i tera ture n 

I There is a h igh ly  developed, exceptionally beaut i fu l  
oral l i te ra ture i n  Sabah tha t  i s  found among bo th  agr icul-  
t u ra l  and coastal groups. While i t s  existence i s  recognized 
b y  many, i t s  importance i s  f requent ly  overlooked, and it i s  

I no t  well documented. Much o f  th i s  l i te ra ture i s  based on 
I t he  prayers  and chants tha t  are used in t he  agr icu l tura l  

and lo r  f i sh ing  cycle, in cour t ing and marriage, in cu r i ng  
illness, and in protect ing o r  renewing the  f e r t i l i t y  of  t h e  

! v i l lage t e r r i t o r y .  It i s  f u l l y  as beaut i fu l  and sophist icated 
in i t s  poetic imagery as t he  Old Norse Sagas, t h e  l i te ra ture 

I f rom India, etc. Thus, i n  terms of  i t s  aesthetic values it i s  

1 equivalent to  any of  the  world's great l i teratures.  In th is  
l i te ra ture there also occur detailed descript ions o f  the  past 
e v e n t s  and  soc ia l  h is tory ,  and so it has an important 
histor ical  value i n  addit ion to  i t s  l i t e ra ry  value (see Appell 
n.d.  1 .  

The contents of  th i s  l i terature va r y  from vi l lage t o  
village, area t o  area. B u t  it i s  rap id ly  disappearing. Much 
i s  no longer used. And  the  pract i t ioners who learned these 
extensive poems and chants are dy i ng  of f  w i th  few i n  the  
younger generations now bother ing to  learn them. 



I t  i s  i n c r e d i b l y  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  t h i s  l i te ra ture be  
recorded and translated before it i s  too late. Within ten o r  
f i f teen years i t w i l l  be all gone, and it wi l l  be  an incalcul- 
able loss not on ly  t o  Sabah but t o  al l  mankind, f o r  it i s  
irreplaceable. 

Thus, i t ;  would be  extremely worthwhi le t o  mount a 
major e f for t  to  record th i s  l i te ra ture and ge t  an exegesis of  
it f r o m  those who a r e  knowledgeab le  i n  it before all 
understanding o f  i t s .  symbols and re ferents  are lost. 

4. Peoples of t h e  Kinabatanqan Reqion 

An th ropo log i s t s  have  l o n g  be l i eved  t h a t  a l l  t h e  
societies of Borneo ar.e cognatic. About f i f teen years ago 
an anthropologist b r i e f l y  v is i ted t he  Kinabatangan region. I 
asked him to  make a prel iminary su rvey  of  t he  region. And  
he reported tha t  he found  vi l lages in which there  were 
sections that  regulated marriage. A man could only mar ry  a 
woman who was a member of  a section d i f fe ren t  than h is  
own. And furthermore, membership in such sections was 
i nhe r i t ed  th rough  one's father,  which would make such 
societies unilinbal, *specifically patr i l ineal. He also repor ted 
two variants. , Spme villages were composed of  two sections, 
will others were composed of mult ip le sections. 

Th is  discovery raises t he  question as to  the  possibi l i ty  
that  there are unil ineal societies and no t  cognatic ones in 
the Kinabatangan region. Recently I ta lked w i t h  a student 
from tha t  region o f  Sabah here in t he  U.S.A., and he 
seemed t o  confir i l i  in general out l ine t he  f ind ings  of  the  
or ig ina l  survey. If there are marriage sections in the  
Kinabatangan region, th i s  i s  an anthropological d iscovery of  
great importance. 

However, according t o  t he  information I have been able 
to  obtain, these marriage sections have fal len in to  disuse 
and only the older people know ahout them. 

1 . . 
Then, du r i ng  my last f i e ld  s&sion in Sabah (Summer, 

I 1986) 1 discussed th is  w i t h  a Rungus informant who had 

traveled t o  the  upper  reaches of  t h e  Kinabatangan River. 
His understanding of  the  Kinabatangan marriage systems i s  
different. bu t  he d i d  no t  v i s i t  the  same region i n  which the  
original ethnographic survey was made. My informant stated 

t h a t  i n  t h a t  r e g i o n  an indiv idual  had t o  mar ry  in to  a 
d i f fe ren t  v i l lage from h is  natal one. Th is  i s  also d i f fe ren t  
f rom all t he  studies made to  date o f  vil lages in Borneo. 
ln t rav i l lage marriage i s  permitted, as f a r  as I know, wi thout  
exception. Only  kin relationship o r  apartment residence 
de te rmines  e l i g i b i l i t y  o f  marriage partners, no t  v i l lage 
residence. 

I t  i s  v e r y  important to  the  development o f  anthro- 
pological theory  that  t h i s  situation b e  studied in consider- 
able detai l  throughout  t h e  various dialect g roups  in t h e  
K inaba tangan  b e f o r e  it disappears completely. If t he  
information proves to  b e  correct, it wil l  change much o f  
an th ropo log i ca l  t h e o r y  w i t h  r ega rd  to  the societies o f  
Borneo and t he i r  h is tory .  It i s  also of  major importance f o r  
t he  social h i s to ry  of Sabah, and it needs t o  be  described in 
full detail. 

Thus, general ethnographic i nqu i r y  into t he  peoples o f  
t he  Kinabatangan is of  considerable importance. We know 
almost noth ing about what ethnic groups a re  there, t he i r  
d istr ibut ion,  the i r  cu l tura l  economy and so fo r th .  

5. The Banqqi  Islanders 

Of f  t he  nor thern  coast of Sabah i n  the Kudat Div is ion 
lies Banggi  Island. The  inhabitants are re fe r red  t o  as 
Banggi  Islanders, and they  consist of  only a few hundred  
i n d i v i d u a l s .  Whi le o f  small size, t h e i r  e thnograph ic  
importance i s  considerable. These people have a language 
tha t  i s  no t  closely related to  the Dusunic languages found in 
t h e  D iv is ion ,  a n d  e i t h e r  i s  an  ex tens ion  o f  Palawan 
languages o r  i s  in t rus ive  into the  area. The i r  cu l tu re  i s  
also h igh ly  d i f ferent  w i t h  dependence almost ent i re ly  on 
cassava, t he  wearing o f  loin cloths, and t h e  lack of  a 
longhouse. Houses are reported t o  be  bu i l t  in trees in t h e  
inter ior .  

A t  present there are major changes going on. in t h i s  
society, and there  i s  some urgency t o  do an ethnographic 
s tudy  as soon as possible. Cur ren t l y  there i s  a member of  
t h e  Summer I n s t i t u t e  o f  L i n g u i s t i c s  Malaysian Branch 
work ing on the  language. 



6. Development Anthropoloqy 
I 

Ethnographic research, i n  my experience. can be  of  
considerable help in development p lanning and implementa- 
tion. However, th i s  i s  a complex subject w i t h  many ramif i- 
cat ions.  S,ome c o u n t r i e s  have  deve loped  t h e  role of  I 
government anthropologist o r  ethnologist. A n  anthropologist I 

in such a position engages in cr i t ica l  research and provides 
I 

advice on development projects. Other countries ignore 
completely the  uses of  anthropological i ns igh t  and know- 
ledge. Then there are some countr ies t ha t  requi re  an 
anthropolog ica l  assessment o f  any project  before it i s  
completely formalized, and others  requ i re  t ha t  an anthro- 
pologist also be  on t he  s ta f f  o f  any such project. As a I 
result there i s  now a large l i te ra ture i n  anthropology on 
resettlement and development planning and implementation. 

The Sabah government has no t  used anthropologists i n  
development planning o r  actual projects. Th i s  situation i s  
now changing, and it i s  my understanding tha t  Sabah would 
welcome as a s t a r t  an evaluation of  development projects 
that  have been t r i e d  t o  understand how they  can be  planned 
for  greater success. I 

I I 

STATUS OF LINGUISTIC RESEARCH 

Modern l i n g u i s t i c  studies began w i t h  the work of 
Prentice. t b n .  .in 1978 the Summer lns t i tu te  o f  L inguist ics 
Malaysian Branch began a program o f  l inguist ic research. 
L i ngu i s t s  f r o m  the  lns t i tu te  have been engaged i n  the  
intensive s tudy of  th i r teen languages: Banggi; Coastal 
Kadazan; Eastern Kadazan; Ida'an; Keningau Muru t  INabay); 
Kimaragang; Kui jau l  Gana; Lotud; Pensiangan Muru t  (Taga l l  ; 
Tatana': T imugon Murut: TambanualSungai; and Upper 
Kinabatangan (see Jones 1986 and t he  var ious annual repor ts  
of l ns t i tu t  L inguist ic S l L  Cawangan Malaysia obtainable f rom 
i t s  off ice address: WDT 26, Kote 'Kinabalu, Sabah) . 

Linguist ic research such as th i s  wi l l  faci l i tate social 
anthropological inquiry and rel ieve much of the  burden  o f  
research. Previously social anthropologists had to  do the i r  
own l inguist ic analysis p r io r  t o  engaging i n  ethnographic 
inqu i ry  in any depth. Thus t he  work o f  t he  members of  the  

Summer l n s t i t u t e  of L i n g u i s t i c  Malays ian B r a n c h  wi l l  
complement t he  u rgen t  social anthropological and ethno- 
graphic  research t ha t  now needs t o  b e  done. 

CONCLUSION 

If anyone i s  interested in under tak ing any o f  these 
research projects o r  part ic ipat ing in t he  program tha t  t he  
Borneo Research Council is  developing, please contact me 
and I wi l l  be  v e r y  g lad t o  prov ide f u r t h e r  information. 
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B R I E F  C O M M U N I C A T I O N S  

On 11th July, 1984, t he  Society f o r  l ban  Studies (SIS) 
was formally registered i n  Kuching. Malaysia. 

The Society af f i rms that:  [ i ) lban cu l tu re  and societ 
is  a v ib ran t  and living en t i t y  ex is t ing  in i t s  own r ights;  ( i i y  
that  lban people- t r u l y  desire t o  maintain and cul t ivate the i r  
customs, tradit ions, and culture; ( i i i )  tha t  lban society can 
contr ibute to  the development of  a Malaysian culture, and 
the consolidation o f  the  Malaysian nations; and ( i v )  tha t  
l ban  c u l t u r e  a n d  society can cont r ibute  to  human and 
scientific knowledge, which may be  used t o  foster be t te r  
understanding between peoples o f  d i f fe ren t  cultures. 

The aims and objectives o f  SIS are: 1. To  collate and 
study all cultural, social. economi.~ and other aspects of lban 
society: 2. To publ ish and disseminate research works f o r  
scientific, educational, and community interests b y  means of 
lectures, publications, seminars. and such other media as t he  
executive committee of  the  Society may, f rom time t o  time 
consider fit; 3. To organize l ibraries, archives, museums, 
research projects and, Ins t i tu tes f o r  lban Studies; 4. To 

establish technical service departments; to  serve as consul- 
tants and advisers. upon requests, f o r  commerce, indust ry ,  
agriculture, mining, etc. regard ing research projects which 
f a l l  w i t h i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  the  Society's objectives: 5. To  
unde r t ake ,  promote, and encourage other academic and 
cu l tura l  projects which fa l l  wi th in the  aims and objectives 
of  t he  Society; 6. To  establish connections w i th  o ther  bodies 
hav ing similar aims; and 7. To solicit, receive, and hold 
funds  and propert ies f o r  purposes of research, publications, 
and promotion of  the  Society's objectives. 

T h e  ca tegor ies  o f  membership are as follows: 1. 
Ord inary  membership, which shall be  opened f o r  all lban 
who a r e  c i t i zens  o f  Malaysia; 2. Associate Membership, 
which shall be  opened f o r  all non-lban; 3. Corresponding 
Membership, which shall b e  opened f o r  any person l i v i ng  
abroad who has a special interest  i n  the  Society; and 4. L i fe  
Membership, which shall b e  opened t o  any o rd inary  member 
who pays a subscr ipt ion of  M$200. . 

There i s  an annual subscript ion fee of M$20 f o r  every 
member. Corresponding Members and L i fe  Members shall be  
exempted f rom pay ing  annual subscript ions. 

lban members who are citizens o f  Malaysia have t he  
right of  electing t he  members of  the  Executive Committee 
o r  be ing elected members o f  such a committee. 

T h e  Soc ie ty  plans t o  publ ish a journal each year. 
Members sha l l  b e  expec ted  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  art ic les and 
research papers f o r  t he  new publication envisioned by the  
Society. 

The SIS plans t o  set up  the  fol lowing departments t o  
conduct t he  a f fa i rs  o f  the  Society: ( i )  Anthropology and 
Sociology Department; ( i i )  Economic and Political Science 
Department; ( i i i  1 History  and Adat Department; ( i v  Language 
and L i tera ture Department: ( v )  L ibrary,  Museum, and Arch ive 
Department; and ( v i  ) Publications Department. 

Fur ther  information including a copy of the  Constitu- 
t ion,  ava i lab le  f o r  M$5, ' c a n  b e  ob ta ined  from: The 
Honorable Secretary, SIS, P. 0. Box 2132, General Post 
Office, Kuching, S a r a ~ a k , ~  MALAYSIA. 



( ~ b s t r a c t e d  from: Rules, Const i tut ion and Loqo o f  
Persatuan Penqaj ian l b a n  (Soc ie t y  f o r  lban Studies), 
Cerempong Pemansik Penemu Iban, To  Be Known Also as 
'SIS", Reqistration No. 26/84. Kuching, Malaysia. 11th July, 
1984.1 

' .  News o f  t h e  Sabah Society 

The Sabah Society was founded in 1960 t o  record and 
preserve interest ing and important aspects of  t he  history,  
cu l ture  and natura l  h i s to ry  of  Sabah which might  be  lost in 
the increasing surge forwards towards modernization. 

The Society cu r ren t l y  engages in f ou r  main activit ies. 
Meetings are held i n  which exper ts  are inv i ted  t o  speak on 
topics relevant t o  Sabah, expedit ions are organized t o  places 
of historical, cultural, o r  of  natura l  h i s to ry  interest; a 
journal is  published usual ly once a year, and monographs 
and books are published. 

The pre'serr.t. o f f icers  o f  t he  Society are Datuk Dr .  Lai 
Kuen Fung,  president; Datuk Tengku  D. Z. Adlin, Vice 
President; .I Zahra Yaacob, Hon. Secretary; C. L. Chio, 
T r e a s u r e r .  Commit tee Members a re  Robert  Lum, D r .  
Jacqueline Pugh-Kit ingan, D r .  Andrew Bacon, Dr .  Cl ive 
Marsh, and Sqd. Ld r .  Lester Daview. Patricia Regis i s  
Ed i t o r  o f  t h e  Soc ie ty 's  publication, The Sabah Society 
Journal. .+.. . 

The forthcoming issue,, of  the  Sabah Society Journal 
wil l  include the  fol lowing art icles: "Ecological Study of  
Coral Reefs in Sabah (Par t  II 1" by Dr .  Elisabeth Wood, 
"Kelabuan House Bui ld ing" b y  Jack Spitzack, "Report on 
Languages of  Banggi  and Belambangan" b y  M. V. A. Boutin, 
"The Bi rds and Mammals of Mt. T r u s  Madi" by F. H. Sheldon 
and C. M. Francis, and "Drough t  and Forest Fires in Sabah 
i n  1985. . .  

The  c u r r e n t  l i s t  o f  books publ ished by t h e  Sabah 
Society are: The Mammals o f  ~ a b a h  by John ~ a r r i s o n  (1964, 
M$5); Kinabalu Summit of  Borneo (1976, ~ $ 2 3 ) ;  B i r ds  of  
Borneo (3 rd  edit ion ) b y  J . E. Smythies ( 1981. M855 ) : Pocket 
Guide to  the B i r ds  of Borneo (1984, M$lO. US86): A Field 

Guide t o  t h e  Mammals of  Borneo by Junaidi Payne, and 
Charles M. Francis ( 1986. hard  cover US816.50, paperback 
US812.50); and The Orchids o f  Borneo (1986). 

Recent ta lks  of t he  Sabah Society have been b y  D r .  
Jef f rey  Wood, "Task of  Naming Borneo Orchids"; Dr .  John 
Dransfield. "The Palms of  Sabah"; and Dr .  George N. Appell, 
"Social Anthropological Research Among t he  Rungus Dusun .I1 

The Sabah Society sponsored a Rhino Forum a t  the  
Sabah Foundation Mini-Theater on t he  22nd of  November, 
1985, which was attended b y  some 200 people. The objec- 
t i v e s  o f  t h e  f o r u m  we re  t o  hea r  al l  possible relevant 
information regard ing the  proposals f o r  conservation and 
breeding o f  the  Sumatran Rhino in Sabah and Peninsular 
Malaysia and t o  a f fo rd  an oppor tun i ty  f o r  interested and 
concerned persons o r  organizations to  present any posi t ive 
and const ruct ive suggestions which may b e  o f  in terest  and 
assistance to  the Task Force Committee i n  the  implementa- 
t ion of the  conservation pr'bposals. 

Th is  forum was - in response t o  the  controversy over 
the  proposal t o  capture s ix  pairs of  Sumatran Rhinoceroses 
in Sabah, of  which f ou r  are t o  b e  exported t o  zoos in t he  
United States as p a r t  of  a captive breeding program. The 
f i r s t  two pa i rs  are intended f o r  captive breeding a t  Sepilok 
near Sandakan. 

Th is  program was proposed by the  Sumatran Rhino 
T r u s t  of the  American Association of Zoological Parks and 
Aquariums (AAZPS). It also includes t he  capture of  f ou r  
pairs f rom Peninsular Malaysia f o r  captive breeding a t  the  
Malacca Zoo. However, the progeny of the "exported rhinos" 
w i l l  rema in  t h e  p r o p e r t y  o f  Sabah a n d  t h e  Malaysian 
Government i n  perpetu i ty .  

Membersh ips i n  t h e  Sabah Society are as follows: 
En t rance  Fee M810; Local  Membersh ip  M815; Ou ts i de  
Malaysia M$20; l nst i tut ional  Membership M850. 

Inqu i r ies  should b e  addressed t o  The Secretary, The 
Sabah Society, P.O. Box 547, Kota Kinabalu, Sabah, Malaysia. 



( Abstracted from Sabah Society Newsletters 17 ( 1985 1, 
19/20 (19861, 21 (19861, and "Application f o r  Sabah Society 
Membership." ) ' 

Tun  Haii .Mohd. Fuad Stephens Research L i b ra r y  
o f  t he  Sabah Foundation 

.. . Zahra Yaccob 

Sabah Foundation (Yayasan Sabah) 

The Sabah Foundation was established as a s ta tu tory  
body i n  1966 under t he  Sabah State Enactment No. 8 of  
1966 main ly  t o  imp rove  educa t iona l  oppo r t un i t i e s  and 
facilit ies f o r  the  people of  Sabah. 

Dur ing the  in i t ia l  years, t he  Sabah Foundation confined 
i ts  activit ies i n  the  f ie ld  of  education, in t he  awards of 
scholarships and loans t o  needy students, and g ran ts  t o  
schools and other educational ins t i tu t ions f o r  t h e  improve- 
ment of  faci l i t ies such as l ib rar ies  and science laboratories. 

.* 
, . 

I n  1970 the' role of the  Sabah Foundation was extended 
to  enable it to  c a r r y  out  economic, indust r ia l  and commer- 
cial development projects. I n  1976, the  Foundation act iv i -  
t ies were strearnli ned t o  coincide w i t h  t he  overal l  govern- 
ment development s t ra tegy and t o  conform w i t h  t h e  general 
policies of the-government. The  Foundation intensi f ied i t s  
educational and sbcial programmes and launched new wood- 
based ventures t o  bring greater socioeconomic benef i ts t o  
the people of Sabah. 

Tun  Haji Mohd. Fuad Stephens Research L i b r a r y  

The Foundation established i t s  Research L i b ra r y  i n  
1979, naming it af ter  the  late Chief Minister,  Tun  Hj. Mohd. 
Fuad Stephens. .. - ... 

The objectives stressed a t  t h e  June, 1980, opening o f  
the L ib ra ry  are: 

- To serve as a reference, information and resource 
source pr imari ly f o r  the government policy makers 

and  p lanners ,  pro fess ional ,  manager ia l  a n d  
executive personnel. 

- To promote and part icipate in the  development 
and advancement of Southeast Asian Studies. 

- To  serve as a source o f  research par t i cu la r l y  on 
Sabah and Borneo (Sarawak, Brunei  and Kaliman- 
t an )  as well as Malaysia and establishing it as one 
o f  t h e  premier research centers of  t he  Asean 
region. 

- T o  s e r v e  t h e  v a r i o u s  programmes, activities, 
p r o j e c t  v e n t u r e s  o r  interests of  t he  Yayasan 
Sabah and t o  maintain the  inst i tut ion's archives. 

L i b ra r y  Collection and Arranqement 

The  f i r s t  phase of  t he  l i b ra ry  development plan (1980- 
1984) focused on collection bu i ld ing pr incipal ly t o  meet t he  1 needs of  researchers, pol icy makers and administrators as 
well as academicians. Unl ike t he  Sabah State L i b ra r y  which 
i n h e r i t e d  t he  Woolley Collection t o  form t h e  core of i t s  
reference materials, t h e  Research L i b ra r y  had t o  s t a r t  from 
pract ical ly nothing. I t  was only in i t s  third operational 
year tha t  emphasis was g iven towards developing a compre- 
hensive research collection of qual i ty.  

Collection Development 

I The bu i ld ing  u p  of  t he  Bornean Collection i s  beginn ing 
to  take shape ( i t  comprises approximately about 14 percent 

I o f  t h e  t o t a l  L i b r a r y  book  and  non-book  c o l l e c t i o n ) .  
However, the  development of  th i s  Bornean Collection i s  no t  
done in isolation wi thout reference t o  t he  res t  o f  Malaysia I 

(especially in t he  case o f  Sabah and Sarawak) as well as 
I Southeast Asian Studies. 

The desire i s  t o  bu i l d  u p  a collection i n  th i s  region 
( f ocus ing  on Borneo) t o  match to  a certain degree the  
superb Southeast Asian Collections in the  Western countr ies 
( l i ke  those of  t h e  John M. Echols Collection on Southeast 
Asia in Cornell; The L i b ra r y  of the School of Or iental  and 
Afr ican Studies, London; o r  The Brynmor Jones L i b ra r y  at  
Hul l  Univers i ty ) .  Such a strategy wil l  enable a researcher 



to  study some aspects o f  BorneanISoutheast Asian studies on 
a cross-national basis wi thout t rave l ing  t o  a distant country.  

To date the  L i b ra r y  has about twenty  cu r ren t  news- 
papers from Sabah, Sarawak, Brunei, Malaysia, and one main 
national dai ly paper of  each indiv idual  Asean country.  The 
L ibrary  has embarked b y  stages in purchas ing microfilms of  
r e t r ospec t i ve  newspaper  h o l d i n g s  f r o m  t h e  reg ion  t o  
supplement its. newspaper collection. O f  t he  greatest value 
would be microfilms .of complete r u n s  of  newspapers some 
reaching back t o  the  nineteenth cen tu ry  such as the St ra i ts  
Times I January 1883) and the  Nor th  Borneo Herald. 
Information Service 

The information service i s  designed mainly t o  serve 
government policy makers and planners, the  various pro-  
fessional  g r o u p s  as wel l  as management and executive 
personnel  engaged i n  commercial, agr icul tural ,  f ishing, 
forestry and other areas of act iv i ty.  It i s  geared to  meet 
the needs of  users whose time i s  a t  a premium and who, 
therefore, are unable t o  v i s i t  t he  L i b ra r y  t o  obtain the  
desired information. 

Reference ~ e ~ v i c e : '  
I 

The reference service i s  designed pr imar i ly  t o  meet the  
needs of the general pub l ic  and other user groups as well as 
students a t  te r t i a ry  levels. Th is  service i s  more conven- 
tional and i s  based on a wide range o f  reference materials, 
catalogues, biy iographies,  indexes, and abstract ing services. 

.. 
Due to  the shortage of  professional staff, the  L ib ra ry  

can only ca r r y  ou t  certain act iv i t ies on an ad hoc basis, 
usually on demand, such as the  compilation of  bibliographies. 
the undertaking of  l i te ra ture searches especially f o r  the  top  
management personnel of Yayasan Sabah. 

Conclusion 
I 

I The Tun  Haji Mohd. Fuad sGphens Research L i b ra r y  
I has a g r e a t  t a s k  ahead t o  explore ways and means of  

making i t s  services more effective. Given the  time and 
support it can become a dynamic research center specializ- 

I ing in  Bornean affairs,to serve users i n  the i r  respective 
fields of interest .  

( A b s t r a c t e d  f r o m  " T u n  Haji Mohd. Fuad Stephens 
Research L i b r a r y  o f  t h e  Sabah Foundation" by Zahra 
Y accob . 

l8PAPER PULP PROJECT" 

The  Edi tor  has received the  fol lowing information in a 
let ter  of  September 18, 1986: 

We would l ike  t o  take t he  oppor tun i ty  t o  prov ide you w i t h  
t he  factual information on the  Pulp and Paper project  in 
Sipi tang which we would request you t o  kindly publ ish:  

1. T h e  State Government of  Sabah i s  implementing an 
Integrated Pulp and Paper project  i n  Sabah a t  Sipi tang 
on the  West Coast of  Sabah. 

2. I n i t i a l l y ,  t h e  P u l p  M'iII wou ld  use  m ixed  tropical  
ha rdwood  as r a w  mater ia l .  F o r  t h i s ,  t h e  State 
Government has allocated 291,834 hectares o f  forests  in 
t h e  Lumaku and  U l u  Padas areas. The  fo res t ry  
operations wi l l  include clear-fel l ing as well as selective 
logging. The clear-fel l ing would be rest r ic ted t o  slopes 
below 20 degrees gradient. The clear-fel l  areas would 
b e  reforested w i th  fast-growing species. Fur ther ,  t h e  
clear-fel l ing i s  be ing done in i t ia l ly  f o r  a per iod o f  ten  
years on forest land of about 50,000 hectares which i s  
less than 17% of total land allocated t o  t h e  project. 
Moreover ,  t h e  area u n d e r  c l ea r - f e l l i ng  would be  
dispersed in to  smaller plots given the  slope constraints. 

3. Areas above 20 degrees and u p  t o  25 degrees slopes 
would be  selectively logged which i s  t he  pract ice in 
th is  p a r t  of  the  world. However, the  cable yarders  are 
being considered, which are recommended b y  forest  
engineers, g iven t he  terrains.  The intent ion i s  t o  
include control led t rack ing  by us ing a two-post logging 
e x t r a c t i o n  sys tem u t i l i z i n g  m u l t i p l e  sl ings. The  
objective i s  t o  minimize t he  damage t o  t h e  forest  f loor  
i n  t h e  p r e v a l e n t  conven t iona l  l o g g i n g  operat ion.  
Furthermore, enrichment plant ing wil l  be  undertaken 
wi th  minimum delay on all selectively logged areas. 



4. Major wa te r  catchment areas wi l l  b e  placed under  
protect ive1 forest  management. There are fou r  major 
r i v e r s  which d ra in  the  Lumaku and Padas forests, 

I 
namely t h e  Mengalong, Lakutan, Bukan and Padas 

1 River. The Padas River spans over 800 sq. kilometers, 
Mengaloug River about 550 sq. ki lometers and Lakutan 
River about 320 sq. kilometers rang ing  f rom pr imary t o  
secondary jungles, swamps and plantations. There i s  
no data for  Bukan River.  However, it dewaters the  
wes te rn  part- of Lumaku forest .  With t he  present 

1 l ogg ing  operat ions i n  these areas, Padas River is 
I t ranspor t ing rough ly  1,000 tonnes per  day of  oxygen- 
i consuming mate r ia l s  whereas Mengalong R iver  i s  

cont r ibut ing 10-70 tonnes per  day and Lukatan River i s  
approximately 5 - 30 tonnes pe r  day. Therefore, t h e  
r i ve r  system in the  areas t ranspor ts  approximately 2500 
- 3000 tonnes per  days o f  suspended solids t o  b e  
deposited a t  the  r i v e r  out lets and t he  sea. Th is  can 
be traced t o  t he  conventional logging operation which 
total ly disregards the  ecological consideration. In the  
forest  management envisaged b y  t he  pu lp  and paper 
project, a f u l l  consideration has been g iven  t o  these 
aspects. Accordingly t he  methodology of  logging and 
immediate replant ing has been devised. 

1 

The whole forest  work ing plan i s  be ing implemented 
wi th  the approval of the  State's Forest Department 
whose prime emphasis in on environmental protection 
and ecology preservation. 

'4 -. 
The project. as a correct ive measure, have already 
unde r t aken  t h e  p l an ta t i on  o f  approximately 2,500 
hectares of  t he  forest  land which was le f t  denuded 
after the forest  f i res  b roke  ou t  d u r i n g  the  d rough t  
season in .I982 / 83. 

To enhance the employment opportuni t ies f o r  the local 
i nhab i tan ts ,  t h e  p u l p  and- paper project  wi l l  also 
unde r t ake  agro-forestry or$ suitable lands i n  the i r  
clear-fell areas. Th is  prov ides t he  posi t ive mean t o  
assimilate the  local inhabitants in to  t he  project and 
wou ld  f u r t h e r  bring socio-economic development t o  
meet t h e  g r o w i n g  asp i r a t i on  o f  t h e  State's r u ra l  
communities, par t icu lar ly  inhabi tants in these forest  
areas. 

A s tudy  of  t he  foregoing wi l l  reveal t o  your  readers t ha t  
the  forest management in t he  Sabah pu lp  and paper project  
has been designed w i t h  a consideration t o  t h e  soil and 
environment protection. 

Thank ing you f o r  you r  kind cooperation and assistance. 

Your fa i th fu l l y  
SABAH FOREST INDUSTRIES SDN BHD 

CLARENCE BONGKOS MALAKUN 
Managing Director 

N E W S  A N D  A N N O U N C E M E N T S  

Borneo Research Council Proqrams 

T h e  Bo rneo  Research Council organized a session 
.dur ing  the  1985 Annual Meeting o f  t he  American Anthro-  
pological Association in Washington, D.C. The theme o f  t h e  
session was "Nation, States and Tr iba l  Societies in Southeast 
Asia." The fol lowing persons presented papers, abstracts of  
which are repr in ted  here. 

Introduct ion - Vinson H. Sutlive, J r .  (William and Mary ) .  
Un t i l  recently, Southeast Asia has been d iv ided in to  

lowland states and hill t r ibes.  Since t he  middle o f  t h i s  
c e n t u r y ,  n a t i o n - b u i l d i n g  s t ra teg ies  and  programs f o r  
development have erased t ha t  division, as t he  annexation of  
t r i ba l  lands, expropr iat ion of  resources, and insinuation of 
government and p r i va te  schemes f o r  product ion o f  cash 
crops and new energy sources have b rough t  representatives 
of states and t r ibes  in to  continuous and intensive contact. 
These pape rs  examine t h e  recen t  h is to ry  and cu r ren t  
circumstances in seven sett ings i n  Indonesia, Malaysia, and 
the  Philippines. 

George N. Appell  (Brandeis)  . In tegrat ing Ethnic Minorit ies 
in to  the  Nation State: Modernization and i t s  Consequences. 

Theo r i es  on  modern iza t ion  and  the  integrat ion of  
ethnic minorit ies are disctrssed in t he  context  of  Malaysian 



and Indonesian development plans. The  impact these are 
having in term$ of  threats to  ethnic ident i ty,  loss of control  
over indigenous resources, and the  consequent proletariani- 
zation o f  ethnic populations i s  i l lus t ra ted b y  specif ic cases. 
The social dysfunct ions and heal th impairments produced are 
discussed. An al ternat ive theory  of managing social change 

~ t o  minimize dysfunct ion i s  advanced. 
, 
I 
I Anna ~ o w e n h a u ~ t  Ts ing  (Un ive rs i t y  of  Colorado). Govern- 1 

ment Headhunters- and Cosmic Cuisine: Meratus Stories of  ~ 
t he  State and Local Politics. 

I n  1981, i n  t h e  h i l l s  o f  southeastern Kalimantan, 
Meratus to ld  me tha t  government-sponsored raiders were 
tak ing Meratus heads t o  bury beneath a malfunctioning oi l  
rig. The spreading ter ror ,  however, on ly  reaff i rmed state 
author i ty and i t s  por t raya l  as t he  source of beauty and 
order as well as feroci ty.  These seeming contradict ions 
s t imu la te  a d iscuss ion  o f  how Mera tus  local pol i t ics-- 
ec l ips ing  o u r  d ichotomies be tween accommodation and 
intervention, t rad i t ion and modernity, t r i bes  and peasants-- 
a re  shaped wi th in  an understanding o f  t he  relationship 
between local, communities and t he  state. 

Richard C. Fidler (Rhode Island College). Ethnic Iden t i t y  in 
Mult iethnic Nations. 

When ethnic demographics are poli t ical ly salient (as  i n  
the stabi l i ty  of mult iethnic nations), ethnic ident i ty  becomes 
political strategy. Governments and other power b rokers  
manipulate the def in i t ion and enumeration of  ethnic iden t i t y  
statuses and *eir concomitant r i g h t s  and duties (e.g. census 
t inkering, "aff irmative action," assimilationist pressures).  
Individuals respond by manip.ulating t h e  perceptions of  the i r  

I e t hn i c  i den t i t y  statuses and role manifestations t o  best 
adapt t o  and exploit the i r  mult iethnic social environments. 
T h i s  t h e s i s  i s  i l l u s t r a ted  and analyzed w i t h  data f rom 
Malaysia and other Southeast Asian nation-states. 

I 

Vinson H. Sutlive, J r .  (William and Mary) .  Money, Mega- 
watts, and Mercedes: Power a n d  Change in Sarawak. 

Federa l  and  s ta te  p l ans  f o r  development i n  East 
Malaysia are described, together w i t h  t h e  pr ivat izat ion of  
forests and the  logging of  Sarawak. Plans f o r  construct ion 

1 
I of a hydroelectr ic dam requ i r ing  the  relocation of several 

t r i b e s  a re  d iscussed.  Money and other new dominant 
symbols are analyzed as they inf luence ru ra l -u rban  migra- 

tion, b l u r r i n g  of social boundaries, and t he  subordinat ion o f  
former ly  independent tribesmen. 

Ida Nicolaisen I Copenhagen). Political Change Among t h e  
Punan Bah. 

Th is  paper wil l  analyze the impact of modernization on 
the  poli t ical s t ruc tu re  of the Punan Bah. I t  wi l l  describe 
the  rank  system in which a local " ru ler "  symbolized t h e  
u n u s u a l l y  ( f o r  Borneo) t i gh t l y  s t ruc tu red  h ierarchy of  
relat ionships. Recent events have led to  change in t he  
poli t ical organization and evidences o f  dissolution o f  t h e  
Punan Bah. These events and the i r  signif icance f o r  t h e  
surv iva l  of  t he  Punan wil l  be analyzed. 

Jay 6. Crain  (Univers i ty  of  Cali fornia a t  Sacramento). A 
Borneo Revisited: Reflections on Cul ture Change in a Sabah 
Kampong : 1969- 1980. 

A r epo r t  on cu l tura l  changes observed during a b r ie f  
v i s i t  to  Sabah in 1980. Revisits o f fer  the  ethnographer an 
oppor tun i ty  t o  1 )  re-establish contact w i th  t he  community, 
2 )  explore questions ar is ing out o f  an earl ier visit ,  and 3 )  
tes t  hypotheses exp l ic i t  o r  implicit in earl ier analyses. Th i s  
paper wil l  explore some aspects of  ethnography as process 
b y  examining certain changes observed in a L u n  Dayeh 
vi l lage eleven years fol lowing my in i t ia l  study. Specifically, 
t h e  re la t ionsh ip  between changes i n  the ethnographer's 
perspectives and changes in  the vi l lager's perspectives is 
related t o  t he  problematic issue of  ethnographic argumenta- 
t ion.  

James F. Eder (Ar izona State). Inf luence of  Land Tenure 
Policies on Phi l ippine Negr i to Subsistence Adaptation and 
Ethnic Ident i ty .  

Reservations, leases, and indiv idual  t i t les  have been 
employed b y  Phi l ippine government and p r i va te  agencies t o  
secure ancestral land f o r  Negrito groups. I n  comparison t o  
the i r  landless b u t  economically more tradi t ional  counterparts, 
many land-secure Negritos now follow agr icu l tura l  l ifeways 
b u t  also exh ib i t  greater language retent ion and a stronger 
sense of  ethnic ident i ty .  THis f i nd ing  raises questions about 
the relationship between land secur i ty f o r  indigenous peoples 
and "cul tural  survival" .  



T h e  Counci l 's session f o r  t h e  1986 Annual  meet ing o f  
t he  American Anthropological  Associat ion i s  o rgan ized on  
the  theme, "Settlement Pat te rns  in Borneo." T h e  fo l lowing 
papers w i l l  be  presented a t  t h e  8:00 a.m., December 7 t h  
program : 

In t roduct ion  -. V inson H. Sut l ive,  J r .  (Will iam and  M a r y ) .  
Pat terns o f  sett lement o f  t h e  200 societies on  Borneo 

h a v e  b e e n  d i v e r s e  a n d  d is t inc t ive ,  re f l ec t i ng  d i f f e r e n t  
strategies of adapt ion and  exp ress ing  a v a r i e t y  o f  s t r u c t u r e s  
a n d  cosmo log ies . ' '  L o n g h o u s e  domicile has been almost 
universal  among non-Musl im indigenes, a locus o f  p r o d u c t i v e  
and r i t u a l  act iv i t ies.  Numerous d i f fe rences in s t y l e  and  
s t ra tegy  have ex is ted  between even longhouse dwel lers.  
Urban migrat ion i s  leading t o  nucleat ion o f  social uni ts ,  
w i th  rami fy ing  e f fec ts  on  Borneo's societies and  cu l t u res .  
T h e  sess ion  w i l l  i n c l u d e  analyses o f  societies f r o m  al l  - I p r inc ipa l  pol i t ical un i t s .  

A n n e  S c h i l l e r  ( C o r n e l l ) .  I ns ide  t h e  Hornb i l l ' s  Vi l lage: 
Ngaju Settlements a n d  Cosmological Const ruc ts .  

T h e  s p a t i a l  a r r a n g e m e n t  o f  houses, shrines, and  
mor tuary  edif ices w i t h i n  v i l lages o f  t h e  Kahayan R ive r  Ngaju 
of Centra l  Kalimantbn re f lec ts  k e y  cosmological bel ie fs.  T h e  
paper  w i l l  al;lalf.ze t h e  symbology o f  v i l lage des ign  w i t h  
reference t o  indigenous cosmology and  cosmogony. Not  o n l y  
do v i l lages re f lec t  cosmological models, t h e y  a re  an i n teg ra l  
p a r t  o f  them. Modi f icat ion o f  t h e  v i l lagels phys ica l  aspect 
d u r i n g  t h e  per formance o f  r i t u a l s  denotes convergence, 
albeit  t ransient .  o f  t h e  w o r l d  o f  men and  a cosmological 
upperwor ld .  An-examinat ion o f  t h e  nexus  o f  v i l lage des ign  
and Kahayan cosmology o f f e r s  i n s i g h t  i n t o  local a t t i t udes  
toward  i n t r a -  and  ex t ra -v i l l age  re lat ions.  T h e  paper  w i l l  
a d d r e s s  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h i s  system o f  t h o u g h t  in 
reference t o  Kal imantan's mul t i -e thn ic  communities. 

G. N . Appel l  (B rande is )  . Social Determinants of Rungus  and  
Bu lusu '  Settlement Pat te rns .  

T h e  Rungus v i l lage consists o f  9ne o r  more longhouses 
composed o f  apa r tmen ts  o w n e d ' 6 y  t h e  nuclear  o r  stem 
family, t h e  p r imary  p roduc t i on  and  consumption u n i t .  T h e  
Bulusu'  vi l lage has one longhouse composed o f  apartments o f  
t he  patr i local extended family, t h e  p r i m a r y  consumption u n i t .  
The  product ion  u n i t  i s  t h e  nuc lear  fami ly .  T h e  Rungus  have 
a marked d r y  season. T h e  Bu lusu '  exper ience heavy  ra in fa l l  

and  l i t t l e  seasonal i ty. T h e  land t e n u r e  system o f  b o t h  i s  of 
t h e  c i r cu la t i ng  u s u f r u c t  t ype .  T h e  ecological a n d  social 
determinants o f  these t w o  t ypes  o f  sett lement p a t t e r n  w i l l  
b e  discussed. 

A l len  R. Maxwell  (Alabama).  Kadayan Residence: Rule, 
S t ruc tu re ,  a n d  E thn i c i t y  . 

P a t t e r n s  o f  r e s i d e n c e  f o r  t h e  Kadayan o f  B r u n e i  
rep resen t  a se t  o f  solut ions t o  t h e  quest ion o f  how t r a d i -  
t iona l  customary prac t ices  can b e  maintained in t h e  face o f  
social change t r i g g e r e d  by t h e  spread o f  i n d u s t r i a l  techno- 
logy  a n d  t h e  expansion o f  bureaucra t ic  pract ice.  In t h i s  
analysis, local vs .  analyt ica l  ru les  o f  residence, community 
s t r u c t u r e  a n d  residence pat terns,  a n d  t h e  in f luence o f  
e thn i c i t y  on  res idence a re  examined. A general  explanat ion 
f o r  depa r tu res  f r o m  t rad i t iona l  res idence norms and  how 
t h e y  a re  rat ional ized i s  proposed. 

H e r b e r t  L. Whi t t ie r  (Michigan Sta te) .  Chang ing Kenyah 
Sett lement Pat te rns :  Vi l lage Location and  S t r u c t u r e .  

T r a d i t i o n a l  K e n y a h  v i l l a g e  l o c a t i o n s  w e r e  b a s e d  
p r imar i l y  on  considerat ions of maximum use o f  resources  a n d  
secu r i t y .  Vi l lage s t r u c t u r e  incorpora ted v iews o f  how t h e  
na tu ra l  and supe rna tu ra l  wor lds  in te r re la ted .  More recent ly ,  
as some g r o u p s  have moved, o f ten  w i t h  government  s u p p o r t  
and  encouragement, t o  downr i ve r  locations, o t h e r  fo rces  
have come i n t o  p lay .  In b o t h  re located and  " t rad i t iona l "  
vil lages, new c rops  a n d  new economic act iv i t ies,  such  as 
t imber ing,  have changed land-use pa t te rns  a n d  l and  t e n u r e  
relat ionships, as well as socio-economic re lat ions in Kenyah 
society. Kenyah v i l lages i n  East Kal imantan a n d  Sarawak 
p r o v i d e  an i n te res t i ng  cont ras t  o f  modernizat ion a n d  socio- 
economic change. 

Vinson H. Sut l ive,  J r .  (Will iam a n d  M a r y ) .  Long  Memories, 
S h o r t  Houses: Sett lement Pat te rns  o f  l ban  U r b a n  M ig ran ts .  

Thousands o f  l ban  have abandoned r u r a l  longhouse 
domicile f o r  res idence in Sibu, Sarawak. A major i ty  a re  
s c a t t e r e d  among t h e  p r e d o m i n a n t  C h i n e s e  a n d  Ma lay  
populat ions, b u t  several thousand have located in squa t te rs  
sett lements. T h e  largest,  Usaha Jaya, permi ts  p r o x i m i t y  t o  
jobs y e t  permi ts  squat te rs  t o  organize themselves accord ing  
t o  s t r u c t u r a l  p r i nc ip les  o f  t h e  longhouse. Living in s ingle-  
f a m i l y  dwe l l i ngs ,  and  j u s t  downr i ve r  f rom Chinese a n d  
Malay, t h e  l ban  are  mainta in ing t h e i r  i d e n t i t y  t h r o u g h  t h e  



preservation o f  many " t radi t ional"  s t ruc tures ,  statuses, and  
values. 

B O R N E O  N E W S  

Brune i  News . . 

D R .  M O T O M I T S U  U C H l B O R l  i s  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  
Embassy o f  Japan, P.O. Box  3001, Bandar  Ser i  Begawan, 
Brunei, u n t i l  t h e  e n d  o f  September, 1987. Last  year  he 
made a b r ie f  u r b a n  anthropological  s t u d y  i n  Bandjarmasin. 

JODlE K .  HRUBY BEGGS submit ted h e r  d issertat ion f o r  
M. Sc. i n  Ag r i cu l tu ra l  Conservation. Heriot-Watt Un ivers i ty ,  
September 1985. on t h e  basis o f  h e r  research i n  Kampong 
A i r .  The t i t l e  o f  h e r  d isser ta t ion  i s  "Kampong A i r :  T h e  
Conservation o f  a L i v i n g  Community." 

L IM JOCK' SEtjG has been appointed Ambassador t o  
New Zealand and'..is also Director .  Pol i t ical Department, 
Min is t ry  o f  Fore ign Af fa i rs,  B rune i .  

PROFESSOR DATO SHAROM AHMAT, an histor ian.  i s  
the  Permanent Academic Advisor ,  U n i v e r s i t y  B rune i  Darussa- 
lam, Bandar Seri  Begawan, B rune i .  

The ~ x h i b h h  Hall o f  Malay Technology a t  t h e  B rune i  
Museum i s  near completion. 

Kalimantan News 

DR. MARTIN BAlER wr i tes :  Jus t  now I have f in ished 
compiling a d ic t ionary  on t h e  sate-rdotal language o f  t h e  
Ngaju Dayak i n  Cent ra l  Kalimantan ( Bahasa Sangiang-Bahasa 
Dayak Ngaju-Bahasa lndonesia-Germ'an 1 .  T h e  Royal I ns t i t u te  
of L inguist ics and Anthropo logy i n  Leiden Nether lands has 
accepted it f o r  publ icat ion in i t s  Verhandel ingen series. It 
expects t o  make t h e  manuscr ip t  ready  f o r  t h e  press  in t h e  
course o f  1987. 

Sabah News 

R I T A  LASIMBANG, a research assistant o f  t h e  Sabah 
Cu l tu ra l  Association, i s  c u r r e n t l y  a t tend ing u n i v e r s i t y  in 
Dallas, Texas.  Her  in teres ts  are i n  oral  h is tory,  poetry,  a n d  
music. Her  address is :  7500 West Camp Wisdom Road. 
Dallas. Texas 75236. 

DR. JACQUELINE PUGH-KITINGAN, Music Director ,  
M i n i s t r y  o f  Culture, You th  and Sports, p resented a paper  
e n t i t l e d  " I n s t r u m e n t s  a n d  I n s t r u m e n t a l  M u s i c  o f  t h e  
Tambunan Kadazan/Dusun" a t  t h e  Seminar Puis i  d a n  Muz ik  
Rakya t  Malaysia wh ich  was he ld  o n  A p r i l  6-8, 1986. 

ANWAR SULLIVAN, D i rec tor  o f  t h e  Sabah Museum, has 
in i t ia ted a program t o  r e c o r d  on videotape t h e  t rad i t iona l  

i re l ig ious  ceremonies o f  t h e  var ious peoples o f  Sabah. T h i s  
past  J u l y  and  Augus t  an extensive e f f o r t  was made b y  t h e  

I museum s t a f f  t o  make  a complete reco rd ing  o f  Rungus  
1 re l ig ious  ceremonies. 

I A n  e x h i b i t  on  bamboo and bamboo technology opened 
a t  t h e  Sabah Museum on  A u g u s t  23, 1986. 

C L l V E  MARSH Ph. D. i s  Senior Conservat ion O f f i ce r  
w i t h  t h e  Sabah Foundat ion in Kota Kinabalu. H is  address 
i s :  Sabah Foundation, P.O. Box 11623, Kota Kinabalu, 
Sabah, Malaysia. 

P A T R I C I A  REGIS and  JUDETH JOHN-BAPTIST a r e  
mak ing a s t u d y  o f  t h e  L o t u d  oral  t rad i t i on  a n d  re l ig ion.  

AMITY C. P. APPELL, H a r v a r d  Un ivers i ty ,  made a 
s t u d y  o f  la tah among t h e  Rungus o f  t h e  Kuda t  D iv is ion  in 
June, July, a n d  August, 1986. 

JOSEPH DAVID MANJAJI i s  ed i to r  o f  t h e  Language 
Research Group, P.O. Box  10984, Kota Kinabalu 88810, 
Sabah, Malaysia. T h e  Language Research Group i s  w o r k i n g  
on reco rd ing  t h e  Penampang Dusun language. 

GEORGE N.  APPELL I Brandeis U n i v e r s i t y )  a n d  LAURA 
W. R. APPELL recen t l y  v i s i t ed  t h e  v i l lage in t h e  Kuda t  
D iv is ion  where  t h e y  o r i g i s a l l y  did f i e l d  w o r k  in 1958-60 a n d  
1961-63. 



R. M. CALLAGHAN wri tes:  I t rave l  f a i r l y  f requent ly  
in t h e  i n t e r i o n  areas o f  Borneo  ( cu r ren t l y  Sabah and 
Sarawak) and although I have no t r a i n i ng  i n  anthropology, I 
am v e r y  in te res ted  in t he  people, t he i r  languages and 
customs. If any o f  your  readers o r  cont r ibutors  have any 
queries which ;I might  be  able t o  he lp  with, I would be  on ly  
t o  happy t o  try. I noticed in one o f  you r  back issues tha t  
a Mr.  Comber; was suggest ing t h a t  work  needed t o  be  done 
wi th  the  Lengi lu of  t he  Kerayan, s ta t ing t ha t  t he  language 
and customs were dy i ng  out.  I have made enquir ies th rough  
some Lun Dayeh (Lun  Bawang) f r i ends  here and I understand 
that  the language i s  s t i l l  spoken even amongst the  young 
people - some of the  L u n  Dayeh here  in Keningau can speak 
the language. (Callaghan's address is:  S. K. Timber 
Corporation Sdn. Bhd., P.O. Box 236, 89008 Keningan, 
Sabah. l 

News of the lns t i tu t  L ingu is t ik  SIL, Cawanqan Malaysia 

D r .  Eugene E. Ful ler  became d i rector  of the  Malaysian 
branch of the SIL i n  February, 1985. Linguists of t he  
lnst i tute are engaged in t he  intensive s tudy  of th i r teen 
languages of Sabah.. 

' , 
F ~ r t h e r . ~ i n f o r m a t i o n  on t he  act iv i t ies of  the  lns t i tu te  

can be obtained in t he  1985 Annual Report. Th is  may be  
obta ined f r o m  Dr .  Eugene E. Fuller, Director, l n s t i t u t  
L inguist ik S IL  Cawangan Malaysia, WDT 26, Kota Kinabalu, 
Sabah, Malaysia. 

'-.. - -  . 
The off ice of  t he  lns t i tu te  i s  located a t  304 Likas Bay 

Road, Likas, Kota Kinabalu: telephone 31661. 

Sarawak News 

MA K O T O  TSUGMAI, Depar tment  o f  Social Anthro- 
pology, Univers i ty  of Tokyo, i s  planning t o  do a general 
ethnography of the  Kayan. 

I 

MONICA HUGHES JANOWSKI. f rom the  Department of  
Anthropology a t  the London School o f  Economics, wil l  be 
conduc t i ng  h e r  research f o r  her  Ph.D. dissertation on 
agr icul ture among the  Kelabit. 

DR. JENNY ALEXANDER, wife of Paul Alexander of  the  
Department of  Anthropology a t  Sydney Universi ty,  wi l l  be  
conduct ing research ent i t led The Market ing and Economic 
System of an Ethn ic  g roup  in Belaga. 

F IONA JACK-H  I NTON, Curator o f  Southeast Asian 
Ethnography a t  t h e  Nor thern Te r r i t o r y  Museum and A r t  
Gallery, wi l l  be  su rvey ing  the  material cu l tu re  o f  t h e  Kajang 
ethnic g roups  in t he  Belaga Distr ict .  

R I T A  ARMSTRONG, Depar tment  o f  Anthropology, 
Univers i ty  o f  Sydney, i s  conducting research on t he  poli t ical 
economy o f  t h e  Kenyah Badang in the Belaga Dis t r ic t .  She 
i s  interested i n  socioeconomic strat i f icat ion i n  a swidden 
society. 

DR. ROBERT WI NZLER, Department of  Anthropology, 
Univers i ty  of  Nevada, Las Megas, has been conduct ing an 
ecological and epidemiological survey of  latah behavior i n  
t h e  Malay Pen insu la  and  Sarawak.  He completed h is  
research i n  Juine, 1986. 

DR. YAO SOUCHOU has a s ix month research project  
t o  s tudy t he  socioeconomic transformations in Belaga Town 
wi th  emphasis on t he  economic and ethnic relations int he 
Belaga Bazaar. 

B O O K  R E V I E W S ,  A B S T R A C T S ,  
A N D  B I B L I O G R A P H Y  

Hunt inq  and Wildlife Management in Sarawak 
Final Report  o f  a Conservation Management S tudy  

For Hunted Wildlife i n  Sarawak 

Julian Ol iver Caldecott 
World Wildlife Fund Malaysia 

National Parks and Wildlife Off ice 

SUMMARY 

This  i s  a f i r s t  review o f  hun t ing  i n  Sarawk. Though 
sometimes overlooked, hun t ing  i n  Sarawk has great  recrea- 



tional, cul tura l ,  nu t r i t i ona l  and  economic signif icance. T h e  
last two  roles in pa r t i cu la r  bene f i t  r u r a l  people who a r e  
of ten poor in cash terms. T h i s  i s  because, if game i s  
plenti ful ,  a poor fami ly  can s t i l l  enjoy a d i e t  r i c h  i n  meat. 
Hun t ing  i s  a necessary supplement t o  s h i f t i n g  cul t ivat ion,  
w i thout  which t h i s  way o f  l i f e  would have t o  b e  subsid ized 
by other  means. 

The  methods o f  hunting used in a n  area a re  in f luenced 
by many fac tors  i nc lud ing  t rad i t ion ,  knowledge o f  techni-  
ques, access t o  a m m u n i t i o n  and  l ights,  and access t o  
markets for  meat and  t roph ies .  These in turn af fec t  t h e  
cho ice  o f  spec ies  t a k e n  a n d  t h e  scale o f  t h e  harvest ,  
causing g rea t  var ia t ion  in hunting p a t t e r n s  f r o m  place t o  
place. 

H u n t i n g  i s  most ly  c a r r i e d  o u t  by: t r a p p i n g  (new 
techniques are now be ing  i n t roduced  f r o m  abroad 1;  spear ing  
( w i t h  t h e  help o f  t r a i n e d  dogs): b l o w p i p i n q  ( a  dying a r t ) ;  
and shoot ing ( b y  day o r  by n ight ,  w i t h  dogs, by sta lk ing,  
f rom hides, r o a d  vehic les o r  boats) .  Near ly  two- th i rds  o f  
h u n t e d  animals,.:-die by gun f i re ,  and  more t h a n  ha l f  t h e  
car t r idges f i r e d  kil l an animal. On  average i n  t h e  in ter io r ,  
t he re  a re  'about two  dogs a n d  two  spears p e r  family, one 
shotgun per  two  families, and  one blowpipe among f o u r .  

There  are  about  61.500 shotguns reg i s te red  in Sarawak, 
which together f i r e  a n  average o f  more than  two  mil l ion 
car t r idges e2ch .year ( o r  s i x t y  tonnes o f  lead sho t ) .  Access 
t o  t h i s  ammunition i s  rat ioned, t h e  most impor tant  l imi t  
be ing t h e  number o f  rounds  wh ich  may b e  b o u g h  a t  one 
t ime.  O n l y  a t e n t h  o f  t h e  maximum ra t ion  i s  actual ly  
b o u g h t  because mos t  people cannot  v i s i t  t h e i r  D i s t r i c t  
c a p i t a l s  v e r y  o f t e n .  T o  i nc rease  t h e  maximum single 
purchase allowance as proposed would cause a sha rp  increase 
in hunting w i t h  f i rearms. 

Almost any animal l a r g e r  t h a n  mouthfu l -s ized i s  l iable 
t o  b e  c a p t u r e d  a n d  eaten in Sarawak. Ungulates are  
numerical ly dominant in t h e  harvest ,  w i t h  60-90% o f  k i l l s  
be ing deer (3 and  k i janq) ,  mouse deer  (pelandok) o r  w i l d  
pigs; t h e  last  i s  b y  f a r  t h e  most impor tant  s ingle p r e y  
species. In remote areas where  large, g r o u n d - l i v i n g  animals 
are common, t h e y  are  h u n t e d  w i t h  dogs and spears o r  w i t h  
guns.  A s  these animals become rare, smaller species a re  

h u n t e d  instead: these t e n d  t o  b e  ac t ive  by night o r  up in 
t h e  trees, so t h e y  have t o  be k i l l e d  by g u n f i r e .  

T h e  con t r i bu t i on  o f  w i ld  meat t o  human n u t r i t i o n  in 
t h e  i n t e r i o r  i s  i l l us t ra ted  by ra t i ons  f o r  pup i l s  a t  boa rd ing  
schools: 203 tonnes o f  meat a n d  f i s h  were consumed a t  63 
schools i n  1984-1985: t h e  largest  s ingle component was w i l d  
pig meat a t  32%, w i t h  o the r  w i l d  meat c o n t r i b u t i n g  about  
7%, f i s h  about  18%, and domestic pork ,  beef a n d  ch icken 13- 
16% each. Because domestic meat i s  re la t ive ly  expensive, 
where l i t t l e  w i l d  meat was available schools did n o t  make up 
t h e  d i f fe rence w i t h  domestic suppl ies so t h e  p u p i l s  ate less 
meat  in  t o t a l .  T h e s e  p a t t e r n s  a r e  t h o u g h t  t o  re f l ec t  
condi t ions i n  r u r a l  communities a t  large.  

T h e r e  i s  a well establ ished t r a d e  in w i ld  meat in t h e  
R a j a n g  b a s i n .  It invo lves  t h e  use o f  r e f r i g e r a t o r s  in 
longhouses, boats and towns, and  low-cost r i v e r  t r a n s p o r t  t o  
downstream markets, par t icU lar ly  Sibu. In 1984 t h e  va lue o f  
t h i s  t r a f f i c  i n  w i l d  p i g  and  deer  meat exceeded $4 million; 
i n  sample per iods  during 1984 and  1986, one t r a d e r  alone 
handled such  meat a t  a ra te  o f  $800-900 p e r  d a y  a t  Kap i t  
pr ices.  R ive r  f i s h  are  also important, and  d u r i n g  high water  
in 1986 t h e  same t r a d e r  d ispatched $1,521 w o r t h  p e r  day. 

I t  i s  estimated t h a t  near ly  20,000 met r ic  t ons  ( 10,000- 
30,000 tonnes)  o f  w i l d  meat i s  harvested e v e r y  year  in 
Sarawak as a whole. T h i s  i s  equivalent  t o  an average 
consumption o f  about  12 kg. p e r  p e r s o n . p e r  year, t h o u g h  
t h i s  var ies  g rea t l y  between areas. T h e  cost o f  rep lac ing 
20,000 tonnes o f  meat p e r  year i s  calculated f rom A g r i -  
c u l t u r e  Department exper ience in l ivestock a n d  f i shpond  
development; it would approach $100 mil l ion i n  theory,  but 
in p r a c t i c e  n u m e r o u s  l og i s t i c  d i f f i cu l t i es  wou ld  g r e a t l y  
in f la te  t h i s  pr ice .  

T h e  r u r a l  populat ion's dependence on w i l d  meat w i l l  b e  
a n  i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r  in development f o r  t h e  foreseeable 
f u t u r e .  Therefore,  a s t ra tegy  i s  u r g e n t l y  needed t o  combine 
management o f  t h e  w i ld l i fe  harvest  w i t h  investment in cost- 
e f fec t ive  means o f  p ro te in  product ion  a t  t h e  longhouse level.  

Many species o f  w i ld l i fe  a r e  dec l in ing  in Sarawak, f o r  
a v a r i e t y  o f  reasons connected w i t h  t h e  open ing up o f  t h e  
inter ior ,  i n  pa r t i cu la r  by t h e  t imber  i n d u s t r y .  As  practiced, 



logging causes immediate phys ica l  d isturbance,  long-term 
I 

habi tat  changes ( f o r  example by damage t o  food trees, sal t -  
l i c k s  ), i n c r e a s e d  hunting by t imber  company workers, 
avai labi l i ty o f  logg ing roads as hunting routes, and  g rea te r  
access b y  local h u n t e r s  t o  ammunition. l ights,  and markets I 
f o r  hunted game. Wild p igs  a re  mainly a f fec ted by loss o f  
inaccessible feeding, b reed ing  and  t r a v e l l i n g  grounds,  and  by 

I damage t o  food trees, whi le t h e  deer a r e  vu lnerab le  t o  
extreme hun t ing .  p ressu re  along logg ing  roads and  a round  
salt  l icks.  

The  n e t  e f fec t  f o r  res idents  i n  logged-over areas i s  a 
sharp decl ine in w i l d  meat harvests,  wh ich  a r e  estimated t o  
fa l l  f rom about  54 kg. p e r  person p e r  yea r  before  logg ing t o  
about 2 kg. w i t h i n  30 years; t w o - t h i r d s  o f  t h i s  decl ine 
occurs over  t h e  f i r s t  decade. T h e  impact i s  o f ten  made 
worse by ser ious injury t o  s tocks  o f  r i v e r  f i s h  a t  t h e  same 
time: t h i s  i s  caused by mud a n d  diesel-oi l  pol lut ion, f rom 
soil erosion and log t ranspor t .  Such changes are  s t rong ly  
resented by many r u r a l  communities. 

Some spec ies  a r e  easy t o  w i p e  o u t  local ly under  
hun t ing  pressure.  T h e y  i nc lude  rh inoceros  a n d  w i l d  cat t le 
amongst l a rge  game, and  o f  smaller animals bears, gibbons, 
pango l ins ,  leaf-monkeys,  proboscis monkeys, hornbi l ls .  
clouded leopards and  a rgus  pheasants. A major conse- 
quences o f  t h e  decl ine o f  deer  a n d  w i l d  pig populat ions i s  
t ha t  many o the r  species a re  subsequent ly  over -exp lo i ted  in a 
relentless-search f o r  meat by r u r a l  people. 

Wi ld l i fe  populat ions..decl ine if h u n t i n g  i s  too ha rsh  
re lat ive t o  b reed ing  rates, o r  if rep roduc t ion  i s  reduced 
because o f  hab i ta t  damage a n d  loss o f  food. Since t h e r e  
a r e  now f e w  r e f u g e s  f r o m  e i the r  kind o f  attack, it i s  
necessary  f o r  w i l d l i f e  popu la t i ons  t o  b e  shielded f rom 
indiscriminate hunting whi le t h e y  ad jus t  t o  new condi t ions 
i n  t h e  i n t e r i o r ,  a n d  e s t a b l i s h  a new equ i l ib r ium w i t h  
regenerat ing instead o f  v i r g i ~  hab i ta t .  

It i s  t h e  aim o f  w i ld l i fe  management t h a t  animals a re  
not  hunted so heav i ly  t h a t  t h e y  decl ine towards ext inct ion: 
t h e  ob jec t  i s  t h u s  a y ie ld  wh ich  i s  sustainable, ideal ly 
fo rever .  T h i s  y ie ld  depends p a r t l y  on  t h e  scale o f  t h e  
harvest  re la t ive  t o  t h e  number o f  animals, a n d  p a r t l y  on  t h e  
ra te  and success o f  b reed ing amongst t h e  su rv i vo rs .  T h i s  i n  

turn depends la rge ly  o n  food supply, wh ich  i s  w h y  w i l d l i f i  
management  d e p e n d s  as m u c h  o n  e c o l o g y  and  h a b i t a  
pro tec t ion  as it does on  the  regu la t ion  o f  hunting i t se l f .  

Recognizing t h e  la rge scale o f  t h e  w i ld l i fe  h a r v e s t  eack 
year, and  t h e  fact t h a t  t h e  main benef ic iar ies a r e  thosr 
people who a r e  least able t o  p a y  f o r  a l t e rna t i ve  foods, i. 
wi l l  b e  more cost-effect ive t o  maintain w i ld l i fe  p r o d u c t i v i t )  
t han  t o  at tempt t o  replace wi ld  meat w i t h  o the r  foods ir 
much o f  t h e  i n te r i o r .  Sarawak c u r r e n t l y  has v e r y  littli 
c a p a c i t y  f o r  w i l d l i f e  management, a n d  a s t r a t e g y  fot 
i m p r o v i n g  t h i s  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  j u d i c i o u s  i nves tmen t  ir  
manpower, t ra in ing ,  legal change and pub l ic i ty ,  and  woulc 
r e s t  o n  increased hab i ta t  protect ion, a n d  t h e  regu la t ion  ol 
h u n t i n g  a n d  t r a d e  i n  w i ld  meat. 

Hab i ta t  p ro tec t ion  should inc lude t h e  to ta l  protect ior  
o f  c ruc ia l  feed ing a n d  breed ing grounds, a n d  pro tec t ion  01 
important  food t rees  ( a n d  sal t  l i cks )  f rom de l ibera te  damagc 
during logging.  T h e  regu la t ion  o f  hunting shou ld  includc 
l i c e n s i n g  o f  hunters ,  t i gh ten ing  cont ro ls  o n  t h e  use 01 
f i r e a r m s ,  a n d  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  addit ional species. Tradc 
between D is t r i c t s  shou ld  b e  l imi ted t o  deer  a n d  w i l d  pic 
meat, and  shou ld  b e  licensed; t h e  t r a d e d  volume especiall) 
o f  deer meat shou ld  b e  reduced. 

In practice, t h e  main needs f o r  a w i l d l i f e  management 
program include:  a senior o f f i cer  responsib le f o r  p lanninc 
and coordination; a Faunal and Habi tat  S u r v e y  o f  Sarawak; 
amendment o f  t h e  Wild L i f e  Protect ion Ordinance; addit ional 
t r a i n i n g  f o r  e x i s t i n g  staff ,  especial ly in prosecut ion proce- 
du res  and wi ld l i fe  matters; an aggressive p u b l i c i t y  campaign; 
and addi t ional  intermediate and  jun ior  s ta f f  w i t h  wh ich  tc 
implement t h e  new program on t h e  g round .  

Copies o f  t h i s  r e p o r t  may b e  obtained a t  US815 per 
copy f r o m  World Wi ld l i fe F u n d  Malaysia, P. 0. Box  10769, 
50724 Kuala Lumpur,  Malaysia. 

(Abs t rac ted  f r o m  H u n t i n q  and w i l d l i f e  Manaqement i n  
Sarawak: Final  Repor t  o f  a Conservat ion Manaqement S tudy  
f o r  Hunted Wildl i fe in Sarawak b y  Jul ian O l i ve r  Caldecott, 
1986, World Wild L i f e  F u n d  Malaysia, Kuch ing.  1 



COMMEMORATIVE HISTORY OF SABAH; 1881 -1981 

Edited b y  Anwar Sul l ivan and Cecilia Leonq 

Th is  book was publ ished t o  mark t h e  State Centenary 
b y  the State. Government o f  Sabah. It consists of  595 pages 
wi th  photographs and maps. 

T h e  book compr ises f o u r  main sec t ions  cover ing 
administration, political, economic, and social development. 
Under these headings are chapters on "The General State 
Administration of  Sabah 1881 -1981" b y  V. Gabriel William; 
"The Development of  Native Administration in Sabah 1877- 
1946" b y  D. S. Ranji t  Singh; "Political Development in Sabah 

1 

1881-1981" by Clarence D. Bongkos Malakun; "Economic 
I Development i n  Sabah 1881-198111 b y  Peter Spence Gudgeon; 

"Social Development Health 1881-1981" b y  D r .  Sheila V i r d i  
and Dr.  Mechiel K.  C. Chan; "Housing in Sabah 1881-1981" 
b y  Verus Aman Sham; "100 Years o f  Social Welfare Develop- 
ment i n  Sabae" b y  David C. V. Wang and Lawrence Hee Qui 
Sh i  n g  ; "Historical Development of  Education" b y  K. M. 
George; "Cu l t u ra l  Process and t h e  Ar ts "  b y  Johan M. 
Padasian: "Oemography'l b y  Anwar Sul l ivan and Patricia 
Regis; and "Some Thoughts About t he  Future1' b y  Stanislaus 
Yee Fong Chun. 

It i s  ava i lab le  f r o m  t h e  S ta te  Arch ives  f o r  R835 
hardcover and.. U820 softcover. 

I CHIN, S. C., Agr icu l ture  and Resource Uti l ization i n  a 
Lowland Rainforest x v i  + 322 pp., (December 1985), Kenyah 
Community, Special Monograph No. 4, Kuching. The Sarawak 
Museum Journal, No. 56 (New Series). ISSN 0375-3050, M$10. 

I C h i n  See Chung ' s  study..of .  t he  Lepo Gal Kenyah 
community is an excellent, thorough, and val'uable cont r ibu-  

1 t ion to  Borneo studies i n  par t icu lar  and tropical  ecology i n  
genera l .  A b o t a n i s t  w i t h  t h e  Department of  Botany, 
Univers i ty  of  Malaya, Chin's f i e ld  research i s  "ve ry  much 
(a )  n anthropological approach," as Lucas Chin and Peter 
Kedi t ,  ed i to rs ,  note. He spent long periods wi th  h is  
subjects, learned the i r  language, and observed the  Kenyah in 

t h e i r  activit ies. Th i s  volume i s  Chin 's doctoral "thesis 
! 
I m i nus  two  chapters and otherwise condensed" (personal 

communication . 
Chin introduces Lepo Gal Kenyah of  Long Selatong 

I Ulu, the  v i l lage which "is the focus of  th i s  s tudy"  ( p .  1 ) .  
He sets f o r t h  h i s  hypothesis, v iz.  "that, in principle, t h e  
Kenyah swidden system and resources ut i l izat ion pat terns 
and strategies are stable, adaptive and compatible w i th  t he  
funct ion ing of  t he  rainforest  ecosystem" ( p .  7 ) .  He then 
describes h is  techniques f o r  data collection. 

A f t e r  t h e  In t roduct ion (1)  t he  monograph i s  d iv ided 
in to  seven major sections, dealing wi th  ( 2 )  physical environ- 
ment, ( 3 )  social environment, ( 4 )  land tenure, ( 5 )  food and 
diet, (6) exploitat ion of  environmental resources t h rough  
hunting, f ishing, gather ing and collecting, ( 7 )  t h e  swidden 
cycle, and I 8 ) domesticated plants. Approximately two- f i f ths  

I 
I o f  t he  volume i s  a thorough descript ion of  t h e  swidden 

cycle. Parallel i n  numeroys respects wi th  other studies of  
swiddening, Chin's overview i s  in places r i cher  because o f  
h i s  at tent ion t o  and inclusion o f  botanical information. He 
notes, f o r  exmaple, tha t  "a special aspect of  the  Kenyah 
swidden system i s  the  farm gardens" ( p. 243 1 .  

Chin's work  i s  an important addi t ion t o  t he  consider- 
able l i te ra ture on sh i f t i ng  agr icu l ture  and resource uti l iza- 
tion, and concludes w i t h  the caution tha t  while t h e  Kenyah 
have benef i t ted f rom the  government's Agr icu l tura l  Diversi-  
f i ca t i on  Scheme, any f u tu re  change "must be  positive, 
gradual  and g i ve  due consideration t o  t he i r  present system 

! 
and way-of-life." (Vinson H. Sutlive, J r .  

PEOPLE OF THE WEEPING FOREST: 
TRADITION AND CHANGE IN  BORNEO 

i Jan B. AV& and Victor T. K ing  

T h i s  a t t r a c t i v e l y  produced book, amply i l lustrated I th roughout  w i th  black-and-white photographs, colour plates, 
maps and diagrams, provides a general in t roduct ion t o  t he  
peoples, cu l tures and hisAory o f  t he  island o f  Borneo. 

It covers bo th  the  Malaysian states of  Sarawak and 
Sabah and t he  f ou r  provinces of  Indonesian Kalimantan, as 
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wel l  as present ing some information on t he  sultanate of  
Brunei. The book describes the  t radi t ional  cu l tures of the  
Dayak, the nat ive people o f  t he  island, concentrating on 
the i r  religions, world-views and material cu l ture .  B u t  i t s  

I 
main focus 5s t h e  ways in which ra in forest  dwellers use and , 
adap t  to  the i r  environment t h rough  sh i f t i ng  cult ivation. 
hunting, gather ing and f ishing, and the  changes which are 
taking place in local economies. The  indigenous people of 
Borneo are havi'rig to  come to  terms w i t h  modernization, and 
the authors assess the  effects of  commercial logging of  the  
rainforests, land settlement and resettlement schemes, and, 
in l ndonesian Kalimantan, transmigration. 

A f inal chapter examines t he  posit ion o f  the Dayak 
today  and  t h e i r  response  t o  educational opportunities, 
Christ ian conversion, modern poli t ics and urbanization. I t  
also cons iders  t h e  cont r ibut ion which t h e  local Borneo 
museums and scholars make and can make t o  t h e  study, 
preservation and regeneration of  Dayak cu l ture .  

This Enqlish edit ion i s  a revised and expanded version 
of  the ~ u t c h -  edit ion ent i t led Borneo: oerwoud in onder- 
gang, c u l ~ u r k n  op d r i f t  I Borneo: vanishinq junqles, cu l tures 
adr i f t ) ,  or ig inal ly wr i t ten  to  accompany an-exhibit ion o f  the  
same name beina held a t  t he  Riiksmuseum voor Volkenkunde. 
Leiden, f rom 12 February  to  -6 October 1986 and of f ic ia l ly  
opened b y  S i r  David Attenborough. 

~ e o p l e ' o f  - t h e  Weepinq Forest i s  suitable f o r  academics 
and students, as well as f o r  non-specialists w i th  an interest  
in Borneo and in the  processes of -change af fect ing tropical 
rainforest cul tures and habitats. 

The book can be  obtained f rom the  Rijksmuseum voor 
Volkenkunde. P. B. 212, 2300 AE LEIDEN, t he  Netherlands; 
price: D f l .  17,50 (sof t  cover,. 142 pp., 110 black-and-white 
photographs, 28 colour plates; -6 maps and 7 diagrams). 
[Excluding postage and bank -charges) 

FAMINE IN  PEASANT SOCIETIES 

Ronald E. Seavoy 

T h e  c o n t i n u i n g  occurence  o f  p e r i o d i c  peacet ime 
famines, despite decades of  a id programs, test i f ies tha t  
economic policies have fai led t o  increase per  capita food 
product ion i n  peasant nations. Food product ion remains at  
a subsistence level : peasants produce jus t  enough addit ional 
food each year t o  feed an increased population. In t h i s  
controversial s tudy  , Seavoy of fers  a new approach based on 
the  actual behavior o f  peasants. He maintains t ha t  it i s  
poss ib le  t o  increase per  capita food product ion wi thout 
massive and inappropr iate technological inputs .  

Seavoy s h i f t s  t h e  f ocus  f rom modern development 
economics t o  a cu l tura l  and historical analysis o f  subsistence 
a g r i c u l t u r q  i n  Western Europe (England and Ireland),  
Indonesia, and India. F r o h  h is  survey of  peasant cul t ivat ion 
practices in these countries, he generalizes on t he  social 
values tha t  gu ide food product ion in all peasant societies. 
He argues tha t  these social values create what he  terms the  
subsistence compromise. Peasants wil l  only expend enough 
labor  t o  p r o d u c e  suff ic ient  food t o  last un t i l  t he  nex t  
harvest, on the  assumption tha t  every year wi l l  produce 
normal yields. The labor expendi ture in normal c rop  years 
produces enough food t o  avoid hunger  b u t  t h e  subsistence 
compromise prevents  t he  product ion o f  an assured food 
surplus, such as i s  produced by commercial food producers 
l yeomen and farmers 1. 

He r e c o n s t r u c t s  t h e  soc ia l  i ns t i tu t ions ,  land use 
practices, and agr icu l tura l  technologies t h a t  were used b y  
E n g l i s h  peasants  f r o m  t h e  e l even th  t o  t he  eighteenth 
centuries. Similar essays analyze the causes of t he  Great 
Famine of I re land and the  Indian Famine of  1876-1879. He 
also presents a detailed prof i le of the  great  d ive rs i t y  of  
peasant societies in Indonesian subsistence cu l tu re  as a 
means of  understanding why there are high r u r a l  population 
densities and endemic hunger in a wide var ie ty  of  environ- 
ments. Indonesia has escaped major famines only because 
oi l  revenues have been used t o  purchase food. In al l  of  
these ages and cultures, 2 e a v o y  f inds  a consistent social 
organization o f  agr icu l ture  tha t  produces identical resul ts:  



seasonal hunger  i n  poor c rop  yea rs  and  famine condi t ions in 
consecutive poor c r o p  years.  

Seavoy argues t h a t  economic pol icies have fa i led  t o  
increase per;capi ta food p roduc t ion  because economists and  
government p lanners t ry  t o  app ly  market -or ien ted pol icies t o  
populat ions t h a t  a r e  n o t  commercially motivated. Once t h e y  
understand t h e  subsistence compromise, pol icy-makers can 
take appropr ia te  act ion--and t h a t  act ion must  b e  pol i t ica l .  

T h i s  i s  an  impor tant  w o r k  o n  a t o p i c  o f  g rea t  pub l i c  
concern. It i s  a book t h a t  i s  highly appropr ia te  f o r  un i ve r -  
s i t y  o r  general l ibrar ies,  but especial ly f o r  government 
policy-makers. I t  i s  c ross-d isc ip l inary  and  wi l l  b e  usefu l  t o  
pol i t ical scientists, economists, c u l t u r a l  geographers. and 
sociologists, as well as h istor ians.  B u t  i t s  g reates t  value 
wi l l  be  t o  pol icy-makers in peasant nat ions o r  in commercial 
nations t h a t  contemplate funding development projects.  

T h i s  book can b e  obtained f r o m  Greenwood Press. Inc.,  
88 Post Road. West, Box 5007, Westport, C T  06881 (203) 
226-3571. Contact: Mary  Rose Denaro. (Con t r i bu t i ons  in 
Economics and ~ ~ c o n o m i c  History, No. 66, ISSN 0084-9235 1 .  
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THE PUNAN?...HUNTERS AND GATHERERS OF BORNEO 

Car l  Hoffman 

Addresses a cent ra l  and  e n d u r i n g l y  popu lar  subject  
wi th in cu l tu ra l  anthropology - h u n t e r s  and  gatherers  - and 
challenges some bedrock  assumptions about  these peoples. 
Th is  lucid, fast-paced invest iga t ion  i s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  ethno- 
graph ic  f i e ld  work  on  t h e  is land .of Borneo among l i t t le -  
known a n d  scant i l y  documented -g'roups o f  nomadic h u n t e r s  
and gatherers  cal led Punan. 

Objects o f  in tense cu r ios i t y  and fascinat ion f o r  well 
over 100 years, t h e  Punan have been t h e  s t u f f  o f  co lor fu l  
legend among b o t h  Western v i s i t o r s  a n d  coastal-dwell ing 
natives o f  Borneo. T h e  v e r y  existence o f  these nomadic 
groups was a matter  o f  skept ic ism and  sc ient i f i c  d i spu te  in 

anthropological l i t e ra tu re  as late as 1947. T h e  Punan deals 
w i t h  t h e  quest ion o f  who t h e y  are and  what t h e y  mean i n  
terms of t h e  e thnograph ic  and histor ical  p i c t u r e  o f  Borneo.  
Hoffman considers t h e  meaning o f  t h e  hunt ing-and-gather ing  
adapta t ion ,  a n d  i t s  remarkable pers istence down t o  t h e  
present  day. 

T h i s  book can b e  obtained f rom Cu l tu ra l  Anthropo logy,  
UMI Research Press Book News, No. 12, $44.95, i l lus t ra t ions ,  
124 pp. 
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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR (Cont 'd.  1 

Borneo Research Council under  the  leadership of Vinson 
S u t l i v e  has also ra ised an endowment of  approximately 
$17,000 from various sources inc lud ing UNESCO and The 
Wenner-Gren Foundation. He has invested these funds, 
wi th the  idea of l e t t i ng  the  interest  accumulate on them 
unt i l  there are suf f ic ient  funds  t o  suppor t  a monograph 
series on Borneo. 

~nfort;nat.ely, each year t h e  Borneo Research Bul le t in  
runs  u p  a .deficit of  rough ly  $2000 to  $2500. Th is  i s  only 
part ial ly because of  the  increase i n  number and size of  
scholarly art icles being published. The problem i s  t ha t  t he  
subscript ions and membership fees do no t  cover the  publ ish- 
ing  costs. Yet if t he  Born'eo Research Bul le t in  i s  t o  b e  p u t  
on a sound f inancial foot ing and not  prov ide a dra in  on t he  
Borneo Research Council, we must ei ther raise income o r  
cut  the amount 'of  scholarly materials published. 

What i s  discouraging tb Vinson Sutlive, who has g iven 
t irelessly of h is time and energies t o  the  Borneo Research 
Counci l  and  who has personal ly  covered much o f  th i s  
deficit, i s  tha t  there are indiv iduals who receive and enjoy 
the BRB who are no t  ca r r y i ng  t he i r  share by pay ing t he i r  
annual subscript ion o r  membership fee. One dist inguished 
anthropolog is t  has complained.,~bitterly on the fa i lu re  of 
members to  pay the i r  fees o r  the i r  subscr ipt ion costs. He 
highly objects t o  h is  membership fee being used t o  ca r r y  
freeloaders, those who do no t  pay f o r  the i r  subscript ions. 

There are several solutions. First ,  the number of  
articles published could be cut .  Th is  would be against the 
Bullet in's cu r ren t  policy, tha t  all scholarly art icles submitted 

I should b e  published. Th is  i s  an important po in t  par t icu lar ly  
in a f i e ld  such as Borneo studies where those who are 
i n t e r e s t e d  are scattered throughout  t he  world,' w i t h  no 
major center f o r  Borneo research. As a result,  scholars 
need t o  b e  in contact w i th  new research and i t s  resu l ts  I q u i c k l y  t h r o u g h  t h e  art ic les and t imely information on 
developments tha t  are published in t h e  m. Thus, a t  t h i s  
par t icu lar  juncture i n  the h is to ry  of t he  BRC, w i t h  growing 
in terest  i n  Borneo and increased research, I feel tha t  it 
would be  fo l l y  now t o  c u t  t he  material published. We would 
all su f fe r  f rom a break in f low o f  information. 

We must then raise additional income. We could raise 
our  subscr ipt ion fees. b u t  they  are a t  t he  po in t  where we 
would begin t o  lose readership if we did. However, we can 
signi f icant ly raise ou r  income if those who do no t  pay f o r  
the i r  BRB s ta r t  paying. Please encourage you r  colleagues t o  
join the  BRC o r  pay the i r  membership fees if they  have not 
done so. We should make every e f fo r t  t o  increase our  
membership as t he  number of Borneo researchers grows. 

In addit ion, we should consider ins t i tu t ing  a page 
charge f o r  art ic les published. 

A t  t h i s  po in t  we must show ou r  suppor t  f o r  the  f ine 
job t ha t  Vinson Sut l ive  has done and thank him f o r  al l  h i s  I 
time, effort, and devotion t o  Borneo studies. The  best way 
tha t  we can do th is  i s  to  help him meet the  cu r ren t  def ic i t .  

I 

I G .  N. Appell  

We are grateful  t o  t he  following persons who have 
con t r ibu td  t o  t h e  work o f  t he  Council. If we have omitted 
anyone 's  name we apologize. We suf fered a computer 
m e m o r y  l o s s  o f  a l l  r eco rds  f r o m  November  1985 t o  
September 1986. Contr ibutors are: Charles Bryant,  Miami 
Universi ty,  Orv i l l e  A. Smith, Stephanie Morgan, David S. 
Boyce, David Crawford. K. S. Lambert, Anthea Phill ips. W. 
Tul ly.  G. Chandler, and Rex Marshall. 



INFORMATION FOR AUTHORS 

THE BORNEO RESEARCH COUNCIL 

The Borneo Research Council was founded in 1968 and 
i ts  membership consists o f  Fellows, an international g roup  of  
scholars  who are professionally engaged in research in 
Borneo. t h e  goals of  t he  Council are  ( 1 )  t o  promote 
scientific research in Borneo; (2) t o  permit  t he  research 
community, {nterested Borneo government departments and 
others t o  keep abreast o f  ongoing research and i t s  results; 
( 3 )  to  serve as a vehicle f o r  drawing attention t o  u rgen t  
research problems: ( 4 )  to  coordinate t he  f low of information 
of Borneo research ar is ing f rom many d iverse sources; (5) t o  
disseminate rap id ly  the  in i t ia l  resu l ts  o f  research act iv i ty;  
and (61  t o  f ac i l i t a t e  research by repor t ing  on cu r ren t  
condi t ions.  T h e  f u n c t i o n s  of  the  Council also include 
providing counsel and assistance t o  research endeavors, 
conservat ion activit ies, and t he  pract ical  application of  
research results. 
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Research Notes: These should be  concerned w i th  a summary 

/ o f  research on a par t icu lar  subject o r  geographical area; t he  
r e s u l t s  of recen t  research; a review of  t he  l i terature;  

I 
analyses o f  t he  state o f  research: and so fo r th .  Research 
Notes di f fer  from other contr ibut ions i n  tha t  t he  material 
covered should be  based on or ig inal  research o r  t he  use of  
judgment, experience and personal knowledge on t h e  p a r t  of  
t he  author i n  t he  preparation of the material so t ha t  an 
or ig inal  conclusion i s  reached. 

Support f o r  the  act iv i t ies of  t he  Council comes from 
subscriptions t o  t h e  Borneo Research Bulletin, Fellowship 
fees, and con,t.ributions . Contr ibut ions have played a 
signif icant ,part in the  suppor t  of the  Council, and they are 
always welkome. 

Fellows of the Borneo Research Council 

The pr iv i leges o f  Fellows include ( 1 )  part ic ipat ion in 
the organizeion and act iv i t ies o f  t h e  Council; (2) right t o  
form committees of  Fellows t o  deal w i th  special research 
problems o r  interests; ( 3 )  suppor t  o f  t h e  Council 's program 
of fu r the r ing  research in t he  social, biological, and medical 
sciences in Borneo; (.4) subscr ipt ion t o  t he  Borneo Research 
Bullet in. 

The Fellows o f  t he  Council serve as a pool of  know- 
ledge and expert ise on Borneo matters which may be  drawn 
upon t o  deal w i t h  specif ic problems bo th  in t he  f ie ld  of 
research and  i n  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  app l icat ion o f  scientif ic 
knowledge. 

Fellowship i n  the  Council i s  b y  invitat ion, and enqui- 
r ies are welcomed in t h i s  regard.  

B r ie f  Communications: These d i f fe r  f rom the  foregoing in 
t h a t  no or ig inal  conclusions are drawn nor  any data i n  
consist ing pr imar i ly  of a statement of research intent ions o r  
a summary of news, e i ther  der ived f rom pr i va te  sources o r  
summarized from items appearing i n  other places tha t  may 
no t  be  readi ly accessible to  t he  readers of  t h e  Bul le t in  but 
which have an interest  and relevance f o r  them. They wi l l  
b e  i nc l uded  w i t h  t he  contr ibutor 's name in parentheses 
fol lowing t h e  item t o  indicate t h e  source. Summaries o f  
news longer than one o r  two paragraphs wi l l  appear w i th  
t h e  cont r ibutor 's  name under t he  t i t l e  and prefaced by 
"From1'. 

Bibl ioqraphic Section: A Bibl iography of  recent publications 
wil l  appear i n  each issue of  the Bulletin, and, consequently, 
r ep r i n t s  o r  other notices of  recent publications would b e  
grate fu l ly  received b y  t he  Edi tor .  

Other Items: Personal news, b r ie f  summaries o r  research 
activities, recent publications, and other b r i e f  items wi l l  
appear wi thout t he  source specifically indicated. The Edi tor  
urges those cont r ibut ing such news items to  send them i n  
t he  form in which t he  cont r ibutor  wishes them t o  appear 
ra ther  than leaving th is  to  the  discretion of  t he  Editor. 

Workinq Papers: Research repor ts  o r  papers exceeding 10 
double-spaced pages wi l l  be published as Working Papers. 
Authors who submit such papers wi l l  be  consulted b y  t h e  
Edi tor  who, upon obtaining an author's consent, wi l l  ed i t  
and process the  paper f o r  d is t r ibut ion b y  p r i va te  order .  A 
l i s t  o f  Work ing  Papers, w i th  t he  cost o f  each, wi l l  b e  
included i n  each issue of the Bul let in.  
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Al l  con t r ibu t ions  should be  sent t o  the  Editor, Borneo 
Research Bulletin, c / o  Department of  Anthropology, College 
of William and .Mary, Williamsburg, VA 23185, U.S.A. 

STYLE FOR CONTRIBUTIONS 

P lease  s u b m i t  a l l  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  double-spaced.  
Research Notes and Br ie f  Communications should be limited 
t o  approximately eight double-spaced pages. Footnotes are 
to  be avoided wherever possible. Bibl iographies should be  
l isted alphabetically by author a t  t he  end o f  the  cont r i -  
butions: author should appear on a separate line, then date, 
t i t le  of article, journal. volume number, and pages. For 
books, include place o f  publ icat ion and f ina l ly  publ isher.  
References in the  body o f  contr ibut ions should be  ci ted b y  
au tho r ' s  last name, date, and page number as follows: 
(Smith 1950 :36-41) . For punctuat ion and capitalization re fe r  
to  Bibl iographic Section. 

Names ment ioned i n  t h e  News Sect ion and  other 
uncredited cpntr i f iut ions wil l  be capitalized and underl ined. 

~ r t w o + k  i s  t o  be  submitted in professionally prepared, 
camera-ready copy. Costs incur red  b y  the Council i n  
reproducing maps o r  i l lustrat ions wi l l  be charged to  the 
author. 
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SUBSCRIPTION CHARGES 

T h e  fo l low ing  a r e  c u r r e n t  r a t e s  f o r  Fellows and 1 Subscribers i n  the  respective countries: 

/ FELLOWSHIP FEE: 

I 

Australia 
Belgium 
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Canada 
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France 
Germany 
Hong Kong 
Indonesia 
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Japan 
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M$12.00 
$10.00 
D.Kr. 55 
N.Fr. 45 
DM255 
HK$40 
RP 1000 
IB 35.00 
Yen 2500 
M$12.00 

SUBSCRIPTION FEE 

Netherlands D.Fl.25 
New Zealand NZ$8.00 

Norway Phillippines 
N.Kr. P25 50 

Singapore S$12.00 
Spain Pesetas 200 
Sweden S.Kr. 35 
Switzerland S. Fr. 25 
Thailand Baht 100 
U.S.S.R. Rs. 10 
United Kingdom L3 
U.S.A. $10.00 

Brunei US$7.00 Philippines US$5.00 
Indonesia US$5.00 Singapore US$7.00 
Malaysia US$7.00 All other 

parts of the 
world US$7.00 


