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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR R E S E A R C H  N O T E S  

I n  t h e  September 1987 issue o f  t h e  Bulletin, we noted 
" indications o f  in teres t  i n  and openness t o  research by 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  of t h e  f o u r  p o l i t i c a l  u n i t s .  o f  Borneo" 
[ 19 (2 )  :86]. With the  mail ing o f  t h a t  issue, we also dis- 
t r i bu ted  notices o f  workshops and a symposium on  cu l tu ra l  
her i tage planned as p a r t  o f  t h e  celebrat ion o f  Sarawak's 
25th ann iversary  o f  independence 'in Malaysia. Workshops 
were held f o r  each o f  t h e  major ethnic groups i n  Sarawak-- 
Malays, Bidayuh, Orang Ulu, I ban, Indians, Chinese, and 
Melanaus--in June and July, and the  Symposium on Sarawak 
C u l t u r a l  H e r i t a g e  t o o k  p lace  i n  Kuching f rom Ju ly  31 
th rough  August  5. T h e  Government o f  Sarawak and  t h e  
O r g a n i z i n g  Commit tee a r e  t o  b e  congratulated f o r  t h e  
success o f  a l l  events. A major resu l t  o f  t h e  programs i s  
the  establishment o f  a foundat ion f o r  t h e  preservat ion o f  
t h e  cu l tu ra l  her i tages o f  Sarawak's societies. a development 
we hear t i l y  applaud. 

As i s  obvious upon a scanning of the  contents o f  t h i s  
issue, much a t ten t ion  i s  devoted t o  research among t h e  
Penan. Peter Bros ius  reviews t h e  research and publ icat ions 
o f  Car l  Hoffman based upon Brosius' three-year research 
among t h e  Penan o f  Sarawak. Be rna rd  Sellato provides a 
review f rom h i s  l eng thy  research experience i n  Kalimantan. 
And Lars  Kaski ja cont r ibu tes  an analysis of l i t e ra ry  sources 
on the  Penan. 

We also inc lude ar t ic les f rom Kuk i la  by Stephen and  
Anne Nash and by A. Prieme and M. Heegaard. These 
repor ts  add  considerably t o  t h e  orni thology o f  Borneo. 

We express o u r  g ra t i t ude  t o  al l  who have remit ted 
payments, and especially t o  t h e  fo l lowing persons who have 
sent contr ibut ions.  f o r  t h e  work  o f  t he  Council. ( I f  o u r  
records are  inaccurate and  anyonets name i s  omitted, we lay  
the  blame on o u r  computer system--excluding processors-- 
and ask t h a t  you  not i fy  us. ) Cont r ibu tors  are: George and 
Laura Appell, Most Rev. D r .  Michael C. Coomans, John 
Elliot, D r .  Mohd. Yaakub Hj .  Johari, Cl ive W. Marsh, Rex 
Marshall, James Schweithelm, and ( T A D )  East Kalimantan 
Technical Cooperation fo r  Area Development Project.  

A SEPARATE REALITY:  COMMENTS ON HOFFMAN'S 
THE PUNAN: HUNTERS AND GATHERERS OF BORNEO 

J. PETER BROSIUS 

I t  has  been  many decades s i n c e  a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s  
abandoned what Radcl i f fe-Brown condemned as "conjectural  
h i s to ry "  i n  favo r  o f  analyses based on  extended f i e l d  studies 
o f  par t icu lar  communities. In t h e  present  study,  however, 
we have, b o t h  in f i e ld  method and  in manner o f  argument, a 
r e t u r n  t o  t h i s  ear l ier  t rad i t i on .  T h e  work  serves as a 
reminder o f  w h y  anthropologists do  what t h e y  do, and  
i l lus t ra tes  t h e  shortcomings o f  a method character is t ic  o f  
an ear l ier  t ime i n  o u r  d isc ip l ine.  It i s  un fo r tuna te  that, i n  
p r o v i d i n g  t h i s  reminder, t h e  ethnographic r e c o r d  should 
have been so d is tor ted .  T h i s  i s  perhaps n o t  so ser ious f o r  
Borneo specialists who a r e  able t o  read  t h e  work  w i t h  a 
c r i t i ca l  eye. B u t  f o r  o the rs  w i t h  n o  prev ious exposure t o  
Bornean ethnography, pa r t i cu la r l y  those w i th  a more general  
i n t e r e s t  i n  h u n t e r - g a t h e r e r s ,  t h e  misrepresentat ion o f  
ethnographic rea l i t y  i s  a serious concern.  

I n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  discussion, I take  r a t h e r  ser ious 
exception t o  much of what  Hoffman has wr i t t en .  As  t h i s  
r e v i e w  proceeds,  t h e  reasons f o r  my cr i t ic isms shou ld  
become clear. 1 would p r e f e r  t o  avoid excessive a t ten t ion  
t o  detail, bu t .  t h e  fa i lu res  o f  t h i s  work  a re  such t h a t  t h i s  i s  
sometimes necessary t o  set  t h e  ethnographic reco rd  s t ra igh t .  
T h e  fallacies o f  Hoffmanls centra l  argument are  b u i l t  u p  by 
c u m u l a t i v e  m isuse  o f  e t h n o g r a p h i c  m inu t iae .  In a n y  
anthropological discussion t h e r e  a r e  two  levels o f  dialogue: 
presentat ion o f  t h e  data themselves, and t h e  i n te rp re ta t i on  
o f  those data. Di f ferences o f  opin ion ove r  t h e  i n te rp re ta -  
t i on  o f  a g i ven  body  o f  data a re  o f  no g rea t  consequence 
f o r  o u r  d i s c i p l i n e ,  a n d  i n  f a c t  a r e  usua l ly  where i t s  
t h e o r e t i c a l  g row ing  po in ts  are  t o  b e  found.  B u t  such 
dialogue requ i res  a re l iable foundat ion o f  e thnograph ic  data. 
When, t o  s u p p o r t  a p a r t i c u l a r  interpretat ion,  a w r i t e r  
intent ional ly  o r  un in tent iona l ly  misrepresents t h e  data, t h e  
basis f o r  any  f u r t h e r  discussion i s  eroded. Here in  l ies t h e  



p r i m a r y  shor tcoming o f  Hoffman's work:  t h r o u g h  b o t h  
omission and  commission, Hoffman ser iously misrepresents 
the  ethnographic record .  Thus  t h e  f i r s t  t ask  a t  hand  mus t  
b e  t o  demonstrate how and  where t h e  w r i t e r  has er red .  In 
the  following, I address not  simply Hoffman's in te rpre ta t ion ,  
b u t  t he  questionnable factual  foundat ion upon wh ich  it res ts .  

Undoubted ly  a major source o f  t h e  inaccuracies f o u n d  
in t h i s  b o o k  l i e s  in Hof fman's choice o f  f i e l d  method. 
H o f f m a n  w o r k e d  in Ka l iman tan  f r o m  A u g u s t  1980 t o  
November 1981, a pe r i od  o f  some 15 months. D u r i n g  t h i s  
time he v i s i t ed  perhaps a dozen PenanIPunan g roups  in 
E a s t e r n  a n d  C e n t r a l  Ka l iman tan .  It i s  impossib le t o  
determine prec ise ly  how many communities he  v is i ted  o r  f o r  
how l o n g  b u t ,  b y  inference and  b y  h is  own admission 
(personal  communication), he  spent  no  more t h a n  a few  
weeks w i t h  any  s ingle g roup .  A broad- rang ing s u r v e y  may 
be  an important  preface o r  supplement t o  i n -dep th  f i e l d  
research w i th in  a s ingle community, b u t  it i s  n o  subst i tu te .  
By s u r v e y  alone, f i e l d  data inev i tab ly  lack d e p t h  a n d  a re  o f  
l imi ted value. T h e  question is, a re  su rvey  data suf f ic ient ,  
and was t h e  qua l i t y  o f  Hoffman's f i e l d  s u r v e y  good enough 
t o  serve  h i s  purpose:  t o  expla in t h e  ethnogenesis o f  t h e  
PenanIPunan? T h e  qua l i t y  and  usefulness o f  in format ion 
b a s e d  o n  s u c h  a s u r v e y  der ives,  as i n  any  sc ien t i f i c  
endeavor, f r o m  t h e  qua l i t y  and  r i g o r  of t h e  methodology 
employed. 

T h e  lack o f  ethnographic d e p t h  i s  ap t l y  i l l us t ra ted  in 
chapter  two, a "descr ip t ive  overview", where var ious  aspects 
o f  PenanIPunan e thnography are  t rea ted i n  v e r y  c u r s o r y  
f a s h i o n :  n o  top i c ,  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  
PenanIPunan, i s  g i v e n  more than  5 112 pages, a n d  most a re  
g i ven  on  t h e  o r d e r  o f  2 t o  3 pages. With t h e  except ion o f  
vague pa r t i cu la rs  on t h e  d i s t r i bu t i on  of var ious g r o u p s  t h e r e  
is, e thnograph ica l ly -speak ing ,  v i r t u a l l y  n o t h i n g  in t h i s  
section, o r  elsewhere in t h i s  book, t h a t  has no t  been said in 
previous publ icat ions deal ing w i th  PenanlPunan. ( 1 ) T h e  
presentat ion of e thnograph ic  data i s  highly general, t r i v i a l  
a n d  anecdotal ,  a n d  one has t h e  impression a t  t imes o f  
read ing  a s o r t  o f  gener ic  hunter -ga therer  e thnography.  
Given such a f i e l d  method, t h e r e  i s  also t h e  danger  t h a t  
misconceptions may b e  re in fo rced  r a t h e r  t han  resolved, and  
th i s  is p rec ise ly  t h e  source of many o f  Hoffman's e r r o r s .  

Hoffman's methodology g i ves  r i s e  t o  another  problem, 
wh ich  was h i s  lack o f  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  .develop pro f ic iency  in 
a n y  s i n g l e  PenanIPunan dialect.  As  Hof fman c o r r e c t l y  
p o i n t s  o u t ,  t h e r e  i s  n o  s i n g l e  l a n g u a g e  s p o k e n  by 
PenanIPunan i n  Kalimantan. T h u s  al l  h i s  communications, 
a n d  al l  t h e  quotat ions p r o v i d e d  in t h e  book, a re  in t h e  
medium o f  Bahasa Indonesia. One wonders w h y  h e  bo the rs  
w i t h  such quotes. Indeed nowhere i n  t h e  book does a 
s ingle i tem o f  PenanIPunan vocabu lary  appear, w i t h  one 
exception, a n d  he re  it i s  used i nco r rec t l y  (Payau, .Pg. 26). 
E l s e w h e r e  he  prov ides  on ly  Indonesian vocabulary,  and  
presents it as if it were PenanIPunan, such as when he  te l l s  
u s  t h a t  t h e  t rad i t i ona l  PenanIPunan she l te r  i s  cal led a 
pondok (Pg .  3 0 ) .  Numerous o the r  examples abound - babi 
hutan, sumpit, cawat, p rahu,  paranq,  and  o thers .  I am n o t  
aware o f  a n y  o the r  e thnograph ic  monograph where  t h i s  has  
b e e n  done .  Nowhere does h e  ind ica te  t o  readers  t h a t  
q u o t e s  a r e  i n  Indones ian ,  w h i c h  may  m is lead  n o n -  
I ndonesia1Malaysia .specialists. 

It i s  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  l i ngu i s t i c  in format ion t h a t  one of 
t h e  p r imary  shortcomings of Hoffman's work  i s  revealed. 
O n  numerous occasions Hoffman makes assert ions about  t h e  
l ingu is t i c  af f i l ia t ions o f  var ious  PenanIPunan groups,  and  
about  t h e  l ingu is t i c  relatedness o f  PenanIPunan dia lects t o  
those o f  sedentary  ag r i cu l t u r i s t s .  Nowhere does h e  p resen t  
l i ngu i s t i c  evidence t o  s u p p o r t  these assert ions.  Given h i s  
chosen  f i e l d  method,  su rvey ,  one would a t  least have 
expected Swadesh w o r d  l i s t s  t o  have  been collected, a n d  
perhaps inc luded in an  appendix.  Such  data  wou ld  have  
enhanced h i s  argument t remendously - o r  perhaps no t  - b u t  
would ce r ta in l y  have been invaluable f o r  o the rs  in assessing 
t h e  va l i d i t y  o f  h i s  arguments r e g a r d i n g  b o t h  t h e  g r o u p i n g  
a n d  sub -g roup ing  o f  PenanIPunan populat ions and t h e i r  
re la t ionsh ip  w i t h  o the r  Bornean populat ions. 

Nowhere do we have any  evidence t h a t  such  w o r d  l i s t s  1 were col lected. I n  two instances he  mentions w o r d  l i s t s  
I (Pp.  15, 19), but it i s  unclear  whether  these were col lected 
: by him o r  by others.  T h i s  i s  a c r i t i ca l  area o f  omission, 

since a k e y  p a r t  of h i s  argument i s  based on  t h e  assert ion, 
o r  o n  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  impress ion ,  t h a t  a d j a c e n t  

1 PenanlPunan and  sedentary  ag r i cu l t u ra l  g r o u p s  speak nea r l y  
ident ical  languages ( P p .  14, 20, 24, 25, 39, 58, 60, 62, 6 3 ) .  
Such an assert ion i s  h i g h l y  suspect  - it ce r ta in l y  does n o t  



accord w i th  t h e  ethnographic s i tuat ion in Sarawak. ( 2 )  In 
Sarawak there  are  two pr imary  dialect-groups o f  Penan 
( i gno r ing  f o r  now t h e  Punan Busang and  sedentary Punan 
Bah) which Needham termed Eastern and Western Penan. 
These  t w o  d ia lec ts ,  t hough  s igni f icant ly  d i f ferent ,  a re  
m u t u a l l y  i n t e l l i g i b l e .  What i s  s igni f icant  i s  t h a t  t h i s  
re lat ively u n i t a r y  l ingu is t ic  u n i t  is  sur rounded b y  sedentary 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  peoples o f  ove r  a dozen l ingu is t ic  g roups:  
Kelabit, Berawan, Kayan, Badang, etc. T h i s  i s  c lear ly  a 
much  more  complex  s i t u a t i o n  t h a n  t h a t  d e s c r i b e d  b y  
Hoffman. 

Penan languages in Sarawak a re  p a r t  o f  t h e  Kenyah 
language family. T h e  question then is, would t h i s  no t  
appear t o  suppor t  Hoffman's contention tha t  Penan/Punan 
are re t rograde agr icu l tu ra l is ts?  Clear ly  one could a rgue  for  
the  opposite perspective, t ha t  many contemporary agr icu l -  
t u ra l  societies d e r i v e  f r o m  hunter -gatherer  populat ions. In 
fact, t h i s  i s  what oral  t rad i t ions  suggest f o r  g roups  such as 
Kenyah Lepo T a u  (Whi t t ie r  1973) and Sebop. It i s  also more 
consistent w i th  h istor ical  trends, since the re  a re  a la rge 
number o f  former hunter -gatherers  i n  bo th  Sarawak and 
Kalimantan who have set t led in histor ical  times, as Hoffman 
himself notes. It i s  of ten assumed tha t  t h e  process o f  
se t t l emen t  of nomads i s  la rge ly  a recent, post-colonial 
phenomenon. I n  fact, it i s  l i ke l y  t h a t  t h i s  process i s  o f  
much greater  t ime depth.  One cannot ignore, either, t he  
re lat ive valuation between r i ce  and sago assumed by many 
Bornean peoples. fo r  whom success i n  r i ce  cu l t i va t ion  i s  
h e l d  i n  high regard, and  t h e  consumption o f  sago t h e  
precise opposite. Penan are  well aware o f  t h i s  att i tude, and 
t h e  r i c e  e t h o s  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  a fo rce  in the  gradua l  
sedentarization o f  hunter -gatherers .  T h e  po in t  he re  i s  t h a t  
ra re ly  if ever  does t h e  process work  i n  reverse fashion, i .e. 
successful r i ce  fa rmers  abandoning t h i s  f o r  a sago-based 
subsistence system. 

One o f  t he  most severe shortcomings o f  t h i s  book i s  
i n  the  basic na tu re  o f  i t s  argument, which can b e  fau l ted  on  
two counts. F i rst ,  t h i s  i s  a classic s t raw man s o r t  o f  
argument. Hoffman sets t h i s  u p  f o r  us  i n  t h e  f i r s t  chapter  
dealing w i t h  t h e  "Punan problem". We are  led t o  bel ieve 
tha t  to  t h i s  v e r y  d a y  nobody has ye t  succeeded in "figuring 
ou t "  t h e  Penan IPunan ,  t h a t  t h e y  are  s t i l l  un iversa l ly  
regarded as "wi ld men o f  t h e  forest", and tha t  h e  has been 

t h e  f i r s t  t o  comprehend t h e  s igni f icance o f  t rade .  He 
t races t h i s  conception back  t o  Bock (Pg.  2 ) .  and  prov ides 
f o r  u s  a series o f  late 19 th lea r l y  20th c e n t u r y  quotes wh ich  
pu rpo r ted l y  i l l us t ra te  t h e  pers istence o f  Bock's conception. 
Such a conception i s  indeed interest ing,  and i s  consistent  
w i t h  V i c t o r i a n  evolutionism/historicism, b u t  it does n o t  
o r i g ina te  w i t h  Bock.  Hoffman cou ld  have presented a n  
in teres t ing  discussion on t h e  development o f  such not ions i n  
t h e  light o f  19th c e n t u r y  assumptions. He ce r ta in l y  would 
h a v e  f o u n d  t h a t  s u c h  assumpt ions were no t  l imi ted t o  
PenanIPunan, b u t  had  much wider  cur rency,  f o r  instance 
concerning such peoples as Negr i tos  in t h e  Phi l ippines a n d  
Peninsular Malaysia (See Rosaldo 1982). Hoffman does h i n t  
a t  th is ,  pa r t i cu la r l y  in h i s  d iscussion o f  t h e  Phi  T o n g  Luang  
(Pp.  95-98), but no t  in t h e  contex t  o f  cons t ruc t i ng  h i s  
l a rge r  argument. Nevertheless, t h e  hear t  o f  h i s  argument i s  
t h a t  such assumptions pe rs i s t  u p  t o  t h e  present  and  a r e  
unc r i t i ca l l y  accepted. Y e t  t h e  two most recent  quotes he 
prov ides in suppor t  o f  t h i s  a r e  those by Dalton in 1977 (Pg.  
8 )  and Rubenstein i n  1973 (Pg .  8 ) .  T h e  f i r s t  i s  a t rave l  
wr i te r .  whi le t h e  second i s  a poet - both lack qual i f icat ion 
rega rd ing  Bornean e thnography.  T h e  fac t  t h a t  h e  i s  unable 
t o  c i t e  a n y  recent  anthropological observers  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  
h i s  cent ra l  contention suggests t h a t  h e  i s  b a t t l i n g  windmil ls. 

E q u a l l y  d i s t u r b i n g  h e r e  a r e  a number o f  ser ious 
omissions. T h e  importance o f  t rade  among Southeast Asian 
hunter -gatherers  i s  n o t  an  issue which  has been igno red  
among anthropologists (Peterson 1977, 1978a, 1978b: D u n n  
1975; Est ioko-Gr i f f in  & G r i f f i n  1975; Endicot t  1974; H u t t e r e r  
1974, 1976. 1977; Benjamin 1973; Rambo 1979; Fox 1969). 
Y e t  Hoffman does no t  c i te  any  of t h i s  l i te ra ture .  One 
wonders whether t h i s  omission i s  simple lack o f  awareness, 
o r  whether it i s  del iberate i n  o rde r  t o  convey an impression 
o f  o r i g ina l i t y  t o  h i s  argument.  Some clar i f icat ion o f  t h i s  b y  
Hoffman would b e  welcome. 

G i v e n  Hof fman 's  i n a t t e n t i o n  t o  s u c h  a l a rge  and  
s ign i f i cant  body  o f  l i terature,  t h e  s t r i dency  o f  tone i n  much 
of h i s  p r e s e n t a t i o n  i s  v e r y  i r r i t a t i n g .  D i rec t l y  o r  b y  
implicat ion h e  accuses those who have worked in Borneo of 
be ing  possessed o f  a ce r ta in  "pecul iar  idea" ( P g .  1 ) o r  
l lcolorful conception" ( P g  . 1 w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  PenanIPunan, 
t h a t  we p e r s i s t  i n  seeing them as "w i ld  people o f  t h e  
woods" (Pg.  81, t h a t  t h i s  r e s u l t s  f r o m  t h e  neglect  o f  Borneo 



by anthropologists, and t h u s  t h a t  "our  misconceptions about 
the ' Punan are. . . inexcusable"( Pg. 9 ) .  Hoffman seems t o  
believe tha t  t he  PenanIPunan a re  "as much an enigma in 
1982 as they  were i n  1882" (Pg  . 55 1, because anthropologists 
"have insisted upon seeing these people as be ing  somehow 
distinct, outside, and apar t  f rom t h e  general pa t te rn  o f  
Borneols t radi t ional  l ife" (Pg.  55). He goes on  t o  ask I' a 
question perhaps more important t o  o u r  unders tand ing o f  t h e  
e thnograph ic  p i c t u r e  o f  Borneo than  manv o f  u s  ever -. - - - - . 
expected.. . jus t  who a re  these Punan and what i r e  they  doin 
here?" (Pg.  61, emphasis or ig inal) .  On ly  a few "havz 
noticed something amiss in t h e  general c o n c e ~ t i o n  o f  Punan I - - - .  

as mysterious, rap id l y  vanishing aboriginest1' (Pg.  63). O f  
I course, t h i s  delusion we have suf fe red is t h e  resu l t  o f  o u r  

own intel lectual rigidity. We apparent ly  have d i f f i c u l t y  
escap ing  f r o m  o u r  "usua l  concep t ions  o f  generalized, 

I uni l inear social evolut ion1'( Pg . 98 . Another misconception 
u n d e r  w h i c h  we l a b o r  d e r i v e s  f rom t h e  1966 
Hunter  conference, where " the basic, widespread conception 

I tha t  modern day  hun te rs  and gatherers  are  van ish ing re l ics  
o f  t he  paleol i thic was codif ied and perpetuated" ( Pg . 100). ( 3 )  
As fo r  Borneo specialists. "we need t o  s top t h i n k i n g  o f  
Borneo as though  it were another New Guinea" (Pg.  103). . . 

A n d  y e t  a t  times, Hoffman hints, we have come so 
tantal iz ingly close t o  a state o f  revelation, as when Cole 
(1945, 1947) denied t h e  existence o f  PenanlPunan: "We are  
now.. .able t o  appreciate j us t  how close Cole came t o  making 
my f ieldwork unnecessary. Fo r  he cor rec t ly  perceived, 
albeit  fo r  t he  wrong reason, t h a t  g roups called Punan a re  
not  a single, d i s t i nc t  people, and he displayed remarkable 
i n t u i t i o n  w i t h  h i s  reference t o  t h e  gather ing  o f  jung le  
p r o d u c t s "  (Pg.  93). O u r  whole problem, according t o  
Hoffman, has been t h a t  "previously publ ished informat ion 
concerning Punan has been nar row i r i  scope and  highly 
specific t o  small ind iv idua l  localities" (Pg.  63).  Th i s  i s  
presumably a reference t o  standard, long-term par t ic ipant -  
observation research.  We have been hindered b y  " the u t t e r  
lack of comparative f ie ld data on Punan groups in general" 
(Pg. 63). Needham, who surveyed Penan widely in Sarawak, 
might wish t o  d i f f e r  on t h i s  point .  Nevertheless, Hoffman 
tel ls us. "such a s t u d y  has now been made. and  I bel ieve as 
a r e s u l t  of it we a r e  p r e s e n t l y  ab le  t o  answer some 
longstanding questions and resolve certain mysteries" I Pg . 
63). 

T h e  s e c o n d  m a j o r  f a u l t  w i t h  Ho f fman 's  c e n t r a l  
argument i s  t h a t  t h e  "issue" h e  raises i s  rea l l y  no issue a t  
al l .  T h e  problem h e  i s  essential ly address ing concerns t h e  
o r i g i n  o f  t h e  P e n a n l P u n a n  - whe the r  t h e y  a re  fo res t  
dwellers primeval o r  f e ra l  fa rmers  who a t  some po in t  made 
a rat ional  decision t o  abandon ag r i cu l tu re  in o rde r  t o  cash 
in on  t h e  benef i ts  o f  t rade.  T h i s  problem i s  a non-problem 
i n  t h a t  it i s  unresolvable. except  by reso r t i ng  t o  t h e  most 
tenuous s o r t  o f  conjectural  h i s to ry .  O the r  than  detai led 
genea log ica l  a n d  o r a l  h i s t o r i c a l  accounts and  external  
h istor ical  documents linking Penan t o  ag r i cu l tu ra l  ancestors, 
which t o  my knowledge do  no t  exist, I cannot  t h i n k  o f  any  
t y p e  o f  evidence t h a t  would resolve t h i s  issue. As noted, 
t h e  e x i s t i n g  h i s t o r i c a l  evidence suggests precisely t h e  
o p p o s i t e  t r e n d ,  t h a t  o f  h u n t e r - g a t h e r e r s  se t t l i ng  and 
a d o p t i n g  a g r i c u l t u r e .  G e n e a l o g i c a l  l i n k s  b e t w e e n  
PenanJPunan and  sedentary  communities do  exist, but these 
l i n k s  a r e  uncommon and  occur  between members o f  two 
c lear ly  d i s t i nc t  communities. T h i s  does n o t  represent  t h e  
t rans i t ion  o f  ag r i cu l tu ra l  communities i n t o  hunter -gatherers ,  
n o r  does it indicate a f l u i d  and permeable boundary  between 
nomadic  a n d  seden ta ry  communities. With lack o f  any  
evidence, e i ther  d i rec t  o r  indi rect ,  supposi t ions o f  t h i s  so r t  
can r e s t  on l y  on conjecture. It i s  w i t h  good reason t h a t  
anthropologists long ago abandoned issues o f  t h i s  so r t .  

H a v i n g  d e a l t  w i t h  t h e  g e n e r a l  i s s u e s  r a i s e d  b y  
Hoffman, I now wish t o  examine t h e  ex ten t  t o  wh ich  t h e  
data he presents accords w i t h  e thnograph ic  rea l i t y .  The re  
a r e  problems he re  as well. T h e  f i r s t  po in t  concerns t h e  
r e l a t i v e  p r o x i m i t y  o f  Penan lPunan  bands t o  longhouse 
communities. Hoffman states t h a t  PenanjPunan communities 
l i v e  in t h e  f o r e s t  "adjacent and cont iguous t o  an area 
occupied b y  a speci f ic  sedentary  ag r i cu l tu ra l  people.. . t h i s  has 
usua l ly  entai led a Punan g r o u p  l i v i n g  a t  t h e  headwaters and  
t r i b u t a r i e s  o f  a r i v e r  t h a t  i s  occupied - in i t s  lower 
reaches - by a speci f ic  sedentary  people w i t h  whom t h e  
Punan g r o u p  i s  af f i l ia ted" (Pg .  24) .  T h i s  i s  t r u e  as f a r  as it 
goes, but i s  misleading. Elsewhere (Pg.  561, h e  speaks o f  
P e n a n l P u n a n  l i v i n g  i n  " r e l a t i v e l y  c lose  p rox im i t y "  t o  
longhouse peoples and  states t h a t  " the  d ispersed encamp- 
ments o f  t h e  Punan g r o u p  a r e  general ly  no  more than  a 
day's walk f rom. . .sedentary vil lages". T h i s  i s  fo l lowed b y  
several examples (Pp.  56-57 1,  der i ved  p r imar i l y  f r o m  set t led 
PenanlPunan communities, wh ich  g i v e  t h e  impression t h a t  



proximi ty  is general ly even greater, a matter o f  a few hou rs  
tvavel. Here again t h e  book reads l i ke  a gener ic  Southeast 
Asian 'hunter-gatherer  ethnography,  since t h i s  i s  a po in t  
t h a t  has  repeated ly  been made w i t h  reference t o  o t h e r  
h u n t e r - g a t h e r e r s  in t h e  region.  Here Hoffman's book 
( though not  h i s  argument would have benef i t ted  f r o m  some 
sense of geographical scale. Most of t h e  g roups  f o r  wh ich  
he  gives examples o f  p rox im i t y  have been long settled, 
which he notes elsewhere, b u t  no t  here.  Had Hoffman had  
more intimate exposure t o  PenanIPunan, he doubt less would 
have prov ided a v e r y  d i f fe rent  p ic tu re .  Hav ing  p rev ious l y  
done f ie ldwork  w i th  Phi l ippine Negritos, what has so s t r u c k  
me a b o u t  P e n a n t p u n a n  in Sarawak  i s  t h e i r  degree o f  
isolation f rom longhouse peoples, i n  most cases a minimum 
of  two days t rave l  f r o m  t h e  nearest longhouses. F u r t h e r -  
more, Penan a r e  comp le te l y  sel f -suf f ic ient  in te rms o f  
subsistence. T h i s  i s  in g rea t  cont ras t  t o  o the r  Southeast 
Asian hunter-gatherers.  and i s  one o f  t h e  k e y  fea tures  t h a t  
make PenanlPunan ethnographical ly  s igni f icant .  

With r e g a r d  t o  PenanIPunan subsistence, Hoffman again 
presents a h i g h l y  d i s to r ted  p ic ture.  In h i s  f i r s t  pa rag raph  
he speaks of " two species o f  la rge  w i ld  deer cal led Payau 
and E" and " the  kanc i l  o r  mouse deer" (Pg.  26 ) .  No 
p e r s o n  who  h a s  more  t h a n  a f l e e t i n g  fam i l i a r i t y  w i t h  
in te r io r  Sarawak o r  Kalimantan (especial ly in a PenanlPunan 
context  1 ,  o r  has famil iar ized themselves w i th  t h e  ecology o f  
Borneo forests, would make such a mistake. Payau i s  an 
a lmost  g e n e r i c  Orang  U l u l 4 )  te rm f o r  t h e  Sambar deer  
(Cervus  unicolor) ,  whi le 9 is the  Malay te rm f o r  t h i s  
same spec ies .  T h e r e  i s  a l so  t h e  smal l  b a r k i n g  deer 
( M u n t i a c u s  m u n t j a c ) .  c a l l e d  Telao in many Orang  U l u  
languages, wh ich  seldom stands ta l le r  than 25 inches a t  t h e  
shoulder - cer ta in ly  n o t  large.  F ina l ly  t he re  i s  t h e  mouse 
deer ( T r a q u l u s  sp.  1. cal led Kanci l  o r  Pelandok in Malay and 
Pelanuk in many Orang  U l u  languages. 

As t o  t h e  assert ion t h a t  t h e  Penan adaptat ion i s  as 
much r i v e r i n e  as it i s  forest-or iented (Pg .  28). t h i s  i s  r a t h e r  
deba tab le .  R i ve rs  are  important  t o  Penan in terms o f  
l a n d s c a p e  k n o w l e d g e  ( s e e  B r o s i u s  1 9 8 6 ) .  T h e y  d o  
occasionally camp along t h e  la rger  r i vers ,  and are  famil iar 
w i t h  a n u m b e r  o f  f i s h i n g  technologies. but t h i s  h a r d l y  
represents a " r i ve r i ne  adaptat ion" i n  t he  sense t h a t  t h i s  
m i g h t  a p p l y  t o  s e d e n t a r y  l o n g h o u s e  peoples. Among 

t r a d i t i o n a l  nomadic  Penan,  f i s h  is  cons idered almost a 
ha rdsh ip  food, t o  b e  eaten o n l y  when n o  o t h e r  meat i s  
available. Cast ne ts  and  f i x e d  nets  ( P g .  28) are  recen t  
in t roduct ions .  T h e  p roduc t i on  o f  sal ted d r i e d  f i s h  (Pg .  29) 
i s  cer ta in ly  no t  a t rad i t i ona l  PenanIPunan enterpr ise .  as 
anyone who would t ry  t o  p repa re  t h i s  i n  t h e  shaded, humid  
fo res t  would soon discover.  

O n  these same pages (Pp.  28, 29) Hof fman discusses 
t h e  g a t h e r i n g  o f  w i l d  f r u i t s .  Wild f r u i t s  ce r ta in l y  a re  
impor tan t  t o  PenanIPunan, but a re  highly seasonal in t h e i r  
occurrence and  no t  casual ly ga thered on  a yea r - round  basis. 
T h e  fruit season i s  o f  such  importance t o  PenanIPunan t h a t  
one would have expected some mention o f  t h i s .  W i t h  r e g a r d  
t o  honey, t h i s  may b e  impor tan t  t o  coastal g roups,  b u t  it i s  
highly q u e s t i o n n a b l e  whether  t h i s  resource i s  o f  much 
s igni f icance t o  more i n t e r i o r  PenanIPunan on  a yea r - round  
basis. In t h r e e  yea rs  w i t h  Penan Gang, I have  seen honey 
consumed on on l y  one occasion. ( 5 )  O n  Page 44 Hoffman 
speaks o f  " food gather ing"  as a women's a c t i v i t y .  Indeed, 
one o f  t h e  more s ign i f i cant  fea tures  o f  Penan, counter  t o  
t h e  "man as hunter ,  woman as ga the re r "  general izat ion i s  
that ,  except  f o r  occasional f i sh ing ,  t h e  place o f  women in 
Penan subs is tence i s  r a t h e r  minimal a n d  c i rcumscr ibed,  
l i m i t e d  p r i m a r i l y  t o  p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  w i t h  men, in sago 
processing. Groups o f  women almost neve r  t r a v e l  alone i n t o  
t h e  fo res t  unaccompanied by men o r  a t  least boys .  

H o f f m a n ' s  t r e a t m e n t  o f  P e n a n I P u n a n  soc ia l  a n d  
p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i s  f a c i l e  a n d  i n a c c u r a t e ,  a g a i n  
re f l ec t i ng  Hoffman's extension o f  gener ic  assumptions about  
hunter -ga therers  t o  t h e  PenanIPunan. H is  f i r s t  mistake i s  
in asser t ing  t h a t  these g r o u p s  have " f a i r l y  un i f o rm pa t te rns  
o f  social s t r u c t u r e  a n d  pol i t ica l  organizat ion" (Pg.  361, a n d  
us ing  t h e  Punan Ba tu  and  Punan B ina i  as t yp i ca l  examples. 
In fact, PenanlPunan social-pol i t ical organizat ion i s  f a i r l y  
var iable.  Undoubted ly  some groups,  such  as Eastern Penan 
in t h e  Baram R ive r  watershed, a re  small, o f  f l u i d  com- 
p o s i t i o n ,  a n d  l a c k  s t r o n g  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  l e a d e r s h i p .  
However ,  t w o  g r o u p s  as c u l t u r a l l y  a n d  l i n g u i s t i c a l l y  
dissimilar as Penan Gang a n d  Punan Busang  share  several  
notable similar i t ies wh ich  a re  qu i te  a t  con t ras t  w i t h  t h e  
descr ip t ion  p r o v i d e d  by Hoffman, leading one t o  think t h a t  
such fea tures  are  p robab ly  shared b y  a number  o f  g r o u p s  in 
Kalimantan as well. One fea tu re  these g r o u p s  share i s  



re lat ive ly large band  size - 50-150 members - and  long-term 
stabi l i ty  of band composition. These are ce r ta in l y  no t  t h e  
"amorphous u n i t  w i th  f l u i d  composition a n d  vague social 
boundaries" I Pg. 37 depicted by Hoffman. With r e g a r d  t o  
leadership, bo th  Penan Gang and  Punan Busang claim t h e  I 
existence o f  ar istocrats, and t h i s  has a s t r o n g  genealogical 
basis. Th i s  i s  a complex issue, and a f u l l  d iscussion w i l l  
not be attempted here.  T h e  po in t  i s  that, among these 
groups, leadership i s  no t  " temporary and  ad hoc" (Pq.  361, 
and PenanlPunan g roups  are- no t  -"an acephalous ;nit bf 
ident i ty"  ( P g  . 37) . 

One  of t h e  m o r e  n a i v e  c o n t e n t i o n s  d e f e n d e d  by 
Hoffman i s  t h a t  PenanlPunan are  l i t t l e  more than  por tab le  
Kayan ( o r  Kenyah, o r  whatever) .  He states (Pg.  49) t h a t  
" 'Punan  cu l t u re '  i s  precisely what one would expect  o f  
nomadic Dayaks" (emphasis or ig ina l  1. He mentions t h i s  in 
the  contex t  o f  material  cu l t u re  (Pp.  30-311, subsistence 
technology (Pg.  29). a n d  re l ig ion  (Pp.  47-49). Of  course, 
PenanIPunan do share many ethnographic fea tures  w i t h  t h e i r  1 
sedentary ne ighbors  - t h i s  might  in p a r t  b e  due  t o  t h e  fact  i tha t  t hey  maintain social in teract ions w i th  them. Such a I 

s i m p l i s t i c  a r g u m e n t  n o t  o n l y  does v i o l e n c e  t o  t h e  , 
e thnographic reco rd  but also, in effect, dismisses t h e  e n t i r e  1 
anthropological en terpr ise  as i r re levant ,  since it must  t h e n  ! 

be assumed t h a t  var iat ions between PenanIPunan groups, and  
between these and  sedentary longhouse communities, a re  , 
un important .  

Consider  t h e  content ion t h a t  "The t rad i t iona l  re l ig ions  
of Punan g roups  a re  abridged, trimmed-down o r  'por table '  
v e r s i o n s  o f  t h o s e  a d h e r e d  t o  a n d  p r a c t i c e d  by t h e i r  
sedentary Dayak neighbors"  (Pg.  47 1, and t h a t  "Rather t h a n  
being essential ly d i f f e ren t  f rom sedentary Dayak re l ig ion  
generally, t h e  re l ig ion  of Punan g roups  i s  a scaled-down 
version, s t r i pped  t o  a bare  u t i l i ta r ian  minimum t o  serve  t h e  
somewha t  s p e c i a l i z e d  needs  o f  nomadic  h u n t e r s  a n d  
gatherers"  (Pg .  49). T h i s  i s  rough ly  l i k e  say ing  t h a t  
Quakerism i s  a st r ipped-down vers ion of Roman Catholicism. 
One wonders how anyone could make s ign i f i cant  statements 
abou t  r e l i g i o n ,  a s e n s i t i v e  and  d i f f i cu l t  subject  in al l  
f ieldwork. a f t e r  on ly  v e r y  b r i e f  acquaintance w i t h  any  s ing le  
group.  A r o u n d  1900 a German anthropologist  by t h e  name 
of Gunther Tessmann conducted a similar s u r v e y  o f  South  

American t r i b e s  in which  h e  detected no  t race  of re l ig ion  in 
t h e  g r e a t  major i ty  o f  them I Tessmann 1930). 

Hoffman devotes two pages t o  exp l ica t ing  h i s  backpack 
theo ry  o f  rel igion, in an  account  wh ich  cou ld  easi ly have 
been d e r i v e d  f rom Hose, Roth, Elshout  o r  o thers .  T h i s  
accoun t ,  w h i c h  s t a t e s  speci f ica l ly  t h a t  "Punan re l ig ion  
d e r i v e s  ( e m p h a s i s  m i n e )  f r o m  s e d e n t a r y  Dayak bel ief  
systems" (Pg.  49). shows ignorance o f  t h e  r ichness  a n d  
complexi ty  o f  PenanlPunan re l ig ion .  Omenology ce r ta in l y  
was an  impor tan t  aspect o f  t rad i t iona l  PenanIPunan re l ig ion,  
but a v e r y  c i rcumscr ibed aspect of it. Hoffman ignores, o r  
was never  aware of, a vas t  b o d y  o f  bel ie fs and  prac t ices  
re la t i ng  t o  t hunder ,  animal mockery,  food-mixing, death, a n d  
a r i c h  a n d  p o e t i c  f i g u r a t i v e  v o c a b u l a r y  i n v o l v i n g  t h e  
address ing  of t h e  supe rna tu ra l  w o r l d  a n d  t h e  concealment o f  
h u m a n  ac t iv i t ies  f r o m  malevolent sp i r i t s .  What Hoffman 
fa i led t o  real ize i s  t h a t  t h e  PenanIPunan use omenology as 
an  idiom of reference t o  t h e  t rad i t iona l  re l ig ion .  When one 
asks Penan Gang, who a r e  p resen t l y  fo l lowers o f  Bungan, t o  
descr ibe t h e i r  t rad i t iona l  re l ig ion,  t h e y  i nev i t ab l y  r e f e r  t o  
t h e  importance o f  omens. 

With r e g a r d  t o  s imi lar i t ies in subsistence technology, 
Hoffman does n o t  claim t h a t  Penan lPunan subsistence i s  a 
por tab le  vers ion  o f  t h a t  p rac t i ced  by sedentary  ag r i cu l t u ra l  
communities. However, h e  does a rgue  t h a t  "The  subsistence 
ac t i v i t i es  a n d  techn iques t h a t  Punan have  prac t iced a re  
common among sedentary peoples as well" IPg.  29). T r u e  
enough. He t h e n  argues t h a t  "The re  i s  ... n o  qua l i ta t i ve  
d i f f e r e n c e  between t h e  subsistence technology o f  Punan 
g roups  a n d  t h a t  of sedentary  'agr icul tura l  peoples. S ta ted  
s i m p l y :  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  subsistence, Punan g r o u p s  do 
no th ing  t h a t  i s  n o t  done by sedentary  people as wel l .  T h e  
d i f fe rence i s  one of emphasis" ( P g  . 29).  Apparen t l y  t h e  
s e r v i c e s  o f  eco log i ca l l y -o r i en ted  anthropo log is ts  a r e  n o  
longer needed. 

Next, it i s  necessary t o  examine t h e  manner in which  
H o f f m a n  d e a l s  w i t h  t h e  e t h n i c  complexi ty  of East and  
Cent ra l  Kalimantan. A minimum expectat ion o f  such  a work  
i s  t h a t  it should c l a r i f y  t h e  e thnograph ic  record .  Here 
however we have  a w o r k  t h a t  confuses a n d  obscures t h i n g s  
f u r t h e r .  T h e r e  are  two  respects in wh ich  t h i s  i s  done: ( 1  
e t h n i c  n o m e n c l a t u r e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  



"Penan/PunanN issue, and ( 2 )  t h e  na tu re  o f  ethnic i ty ,  
be tween PenanJPunan  g r o u p s ,  a n d  between these and 
longhouse groups.  

Concerning e thn ic  nomenclature, before wading t h r o u g h  
Hoffman's confused account, I feel it might  b e  useful  t o  
e x p l a i n  how t h e  t e r m s  Penan a n d  Punan are  used i n  
Sarawak. 1 would n o t  claim t h a t  t h i s  i s  precisely how t h e y  
are used i n  Kalimantan. b u t  t h i s  may g i ve  u s  some perspec- 
t ive.  T h i s  i s  indeed a complicated issue, but one which  we 
should expect  a f i e l d  researcher t o  be able t o  c la r i f y  f o r  h i s  
audience. Hoffman seems t o  remain confused: I cer ta in ly  
was a f te r  read ing h i s  account. Among b o t h  Eastern and  
Western Penan in Sarawak, t h e  autonym t h e y  app ly  t o  
themselves  i s  Penan, followed b y  some locational term- 
Penan Gang, Penan Silat, Penan Serungo, etc. Then the re  
are the  Punan Busang, o f  which there  are  present ly  two 
communities in Sarawak. ( 6 )  Finally, there  are t h e  fu l l y  
agricultural,  sedentary Punan Bah o f  t h e  Balui, Kakus and  
Pandan Rivers.  One complicat ing factor  i s  t h a t  Kayan r e f e r  
to  all hunter -gatherers  as Punan, whi le Kenyah and Penan 
use the  word  Penan. Among a l l  g roups - Kayan. Kenyah, 
Penan and others - t h e  words Penan and Punan are  used in 
a gener ic sense t o  inc lude such non-PenanlPunan former 
hunter-gatherers as Buke t  (Uk i t ) ,  Sihan, Lisum, Buk i tan  and 
even, fo l lowing my descr ipt ions o f  them, Phi l ippine Negr i tos 
I Penan P i l ip in  and  American Indians ( Penan Mer ika)  . T h e  
f a c t  t h a t  t h e  te rm Penan i s  used by Penan Gang as a 
g e n e r i c  t e r m  does n o t  d i m i n i s h  i t s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  as a 
meaningful autonym among Penan themselves. 

In h i s  book ,  Hoffman uses t h e  te rm Punan ind is -  
c r im ina te l y ,  n o t  o n l y  i n  r e f e r r i n g  t o  g roups  which  a r e  
almost c e r t a i n l y  Penan but g roups  who, t h o u g h  former  
hunter-gatherers,  a re  ne i ther  Punan n o r  Penan - Lisum and 
Beketan. He does note t h a t  t he re  are s igni f icant  l ingu is t ic  
and cu l tu ra l  di f ferences between var ious "Punan" groups, b u t  
such a statement by i tse l f  i s  la rge ly  meaningless. We a re  
g iven n o  l ingu is t ic  o r  o ther  c r i t e r i a  f o r  judging this, n o r  
a r e  we a b l e  t o  f o r m  any p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  relatedness o f  
various g roups  t o  each other. A n  e thnography shou ld  b e  
something t h a t  o the rs  can build on. I n  m y  own work  I 
have found Hoffman's account hopelessly confusing i n  t r y i n g  
t o  determine. f o r  instance, t h e  relatedness o f  Sarawak Penan 

t o  var ious g roups  i n  Kalimantan. Much more useful  have 
been works  by Whitt ier,  Hi ldebrand,  a n d  others.  

P a r t  o f  t h e  p r o b l e m  i s  a p p a r e n t l y  Hoffmanls own 
c o n f u s i o n  a b o u t  nomenc la ture .  When r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  
"PenanJPunan" terminological debate, Hoffman concludes t h a t  
"both  sides of t h e  argument a re  probab ly  correct* '  (Pg .  7 ) .  
Elsewhere, in what appears t o  b e  an at tempt t o  overs ta te  

1 h i s  case by p lay ing  down t h e  PenanJPunan as d i s t i nc t i ve  
e thn ic  g r o u p s  a n d  merely mobile appendages o f  longhouse 
communities, he  makes t h e  completely fal lacious statement 
t h a t  " the  word  Punan was f a r  more commonly a t e r m  o f  
reference appl ied t o  nomads b y  sedentary peoples t h a n  an 
actual label of i d e n t i t y  f o r  t h e  nomads t h e m ~ e l v e s * ~  ( P g  . 17 1 .  
He continues by s ta t i ng  t h a t  t h e y  "wi l l  on  occasion, r e f e r  t o  
themselves as Punan, but t h e y  a r e  usua l ly  more p r o n e  t o  
speak o f  themselves us ing  some local lexeme meaning lusl. 
In e i ther  case, Punan i s  r a r e l y  a meaningful  e thn i c  name in 
t h e  minds o f  peoples so termed" (Pg .  17 ) .  Given t h e  fac t  
t h a t  h e  t h e n  prov ides t h e  "Punan Lisum" as an example o f  
this, d isplays h i s  ignorance o f  var ious  e thn ic  ident i t ies  i n  
h i s  f i e l d  area. He t h e n  makes an amateur ish at tempt t o  
find an or ig ina l  meaning fo r  t h e  word  "Punan" f r o m  var ious  
lexica (Pp.  17-18). He concludes w i t h  t h e  whol ly  absu rd  
statement t h a t  " for  na t ive  peoples o f  Kalimantan, t h e  use o f  

I t he  word  Punan t o  designate g roups  o f  people invo lves  more 
a descr ip t ion  o f  locational and behavioral  character is t ics 
t h a n  a s s u m p t i o n s  of e thn ic  or ig ins"  I P g .  18, emphasis 
or ig ina l  1 .  

As was noted, t h e  words  Penan o r  Punan are  also used 

1 i n  a gener i c  sense, even among Penan themselves, b u t  
Hoffman e i ther  missed o r  ignores  t h e  s igni f icance o f  t h i s  
word  as the autonym appl ied by t h e  major i ty  o f  h u n t e r -  
ga therers  in cent ra l  Borneo t o  themselves (exc lud ing  g r o u p s  
such as Buket, Sihan, Lisum, and  B u k i t a n ) .  He f u r t h e r  
misconstrues t h e  use o f  geographical re fe ren ts  ( f o r  example 
Penan Berun )  i n  PenanlPunan autonyms. Such re fe ren ts  are 
not  unimportant  t o  Penan. A n y  g i ven  PenanlPunan g r o u p  

I may r e f e r  t o  i t se l f  by any  o f  several d i f f e r e n t  names, but 
t h i s  does n o t  mean t h a t  these names a r e  un impor tant .  
True, t he re  i s  n o  s ingle name which i s  the name f o r  any  

I pa r t i cu la r  g roup.  What Hoffman fa i led t o  recognize i s  t ha t  
var ious  names a re  used in a s o r t  o f  segmentary fashion, 
w i th  an histor ical  and  genealogical re fe ren t .  T o  g i v e  a 

I b r i e f  example, Penan i n  Long  Jek may re fer  t o  themselv_es 
! 



as Penan Apat, Penan Gang, Penan Belaga o r  Penan Long  
Jek. No s ingle name i s  the co r rec t  name, but depends on  

' t he  immediate contex t  o f  inclusiveness i n  reference t o  o the r  
Penan groups.  T h i s  inclusiveness i s  an a r t i f ac t  o f  h is tor ica l  
and genealogical commonality. Yet  Hoffman states t h a t  such  
g roup  names are  " ra re l y  a label o f  ident i ty  b y  which people 
r e f e r  t o  themselves" (Pg. 181, and t h a t  in "trying t o  
ascertain t h e  'real names' of Punan groups was a matter  f a r  
more important  t o  me than  it was t o  the  Punan themselves1' 
(Pg. 18). Th is  statement must  b e  seen as en t i re l y  mis- 
informed. 

It appears t o  me however that, ra the r  than  innocent ly  
misinformed, Hoffman engages in a bit of f as t  foo twork  in 
o rde r  t o  lend s t r e n g t h  t o  h is  argument and, i n  so doing, 
does violence t o  t h e  ethnographic record. In the  scant  1 
314 pages i n  which h e  discusses " l inguist ic  af f in i t ies"  (Pp.  
19-20), Hoffman notes accurately tha t  various Penan/Punan 
languages v a r y  widely, and may b e  more closely re lated t o  
the  dialects o f  var ious sedentary agr icu l tu ra l  g roups than  t o  
those o f  each o ther .  In Sarawak, f o r  instance, Penan Gang 
and Kenyah Badang a r e  much more closely re lated t o  each 
o t h e r  t h a n  e i t h e r  i s  t o  t h e  completely mutual ly  unin- 
t e l l i g i b l e  Punan Busang. Certa in ly I would agree w i t h  
Hoffman t h a t  "The Punan do no t  fo rm any s o r t  o f  l ingu is t ic  
isolate; t h e y  do  no t  speak languages unrelated t o  those 
spoken b y  sedentary agr icu l tu ra l  peoples" (Pg.  2 0 ) .  I t  i s  t h e  
conclusions he draws f rom t h i s  where he engages i n  a bit o f  
s l ippery  obfuscation. He states tha t  " l inguist ic  evidence 
does no t  suppor t  t h e  assumption tha t  t he  'Punan' comprise a 
s ing le .  u n i f o r m  people who a re  ethnical ly  d i s t i nc t  f r o m  
sedentary agr icu l tu ra l is ts "  (Pg.  2 0 ) .  What h e  i s  doing h e r e  
i s  linking t h e  co r rec t  idea t h a t  t h e  PenanlPunan are  n o t  a 
s ingle people (wh ich  has never  been claimed by a n y  re l iab le  
observer )  w i th  t h e  fal lacious claim tha t  t hey  are  i nd i s t i nc t  
from sedentary peoples. 

The  above i s  no t  an isolated case. There  are  numerous 
o t h e r  examples  w h e r e  Hoffman takes l iber t ies w i t h  t h e  
ethnographic record.  He uses t h e  vague phrase "cu l tu ra l l y  
a f f i l i a t e d "  ( P g  . 24 w i t h  re ference t o  t h e  re lat ionship 
between PenanIPunan bands and sedentary communities, a n d  
o n  t h e  n e x t  p a g e  ( P g .  2 5 )  s l ips  i n to  t h e  s ingle t e r m  
"affi l iated" w i th  reference t o  several such specif ic re lat ion-  
s h i p s  in a m a n n e r  t h a t  seems. i n t e n d e d  t o  create t h e  

impression t h a t  PenanlPunan bands are mere off-shoots o f  
specif ic longhouse communities. He states t h a t  Punan have 
a "cogni t ive map" d is t ingu ish ing nearby  "people o f  o u r  kind" 
a n d  more  d i s t a n t  "peop le  o f  o t h e r  k i n d s "  ( P g .  24 ) .  
According t o  Hoffman : 

"People o f  o u r  k ind "  have inc luded t h e  Punan 
g r o u p  a n d  t h e  specif ic sedentary people w i t h  
whom t h i s  g r o u p  i s  economically interdependent, 
and w i th  whom it shares similar i t ies i n  customs, 
h istor ical  t radi t ions,  and  sometimes language as 
well. Those belonging t o  t h e  second category, 
"peop le  o f  o t h e r  k i n d s " ,  a r e  c u l t u r a l l y  and 
h is tor ica l ly  d i f ferent ;  t h e  members o f  t h e  Punan 
g r o u p  h a v e  p e r c e i v e d  them as be ing  jauh o r  
"d istant"  - d i s tan t  cu l tu ra l l y  as well as geogra- 
ph ica l ly  (Pg.  25). 

He f u r t h e r  suggests t h a t  PenanlPunan labor under  a s o r t  o f  
"mental constra int"  wh ich  p r e v e n t s  them f r o m  s t r a y i n g  "too 
f a r  f rom 'our  kind"'  I P g  . 25) . He car r ies  t h i s  misrepresenta- 
t ion  t o  absu rd  lengths, and d isp lays  h i s  own ignorance, when 
h e  c la ims  t h a t  t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between 
PenanlPunan and sedentary communities i s  "a s t rong  sense 
of e thn ic  similar i ty ' '  (Pg.  3 8 ) .  He at tempts t o  convey the  
f a l l a c i o u s  i dea  t h a t  c u l t u r a l  a n d  l i ngu is t i c  d i f ferences 
between Kenyah Lepo T a u  and  Punan Oho, a n d  Kenyah Lepo 
Timai and  Lisum are  negl ig ib le (Pg .  39) .  He considers such 
re lat ionships t h e  "maximal unit o f  social organization" ( P g  . 
39) .  T h i s  i s  qu i te  a t  odds w i t h  what anthropologists would 
normally consider social organizat ion t o  be.  If Hoffman 
wishes us t o  bel ieve t h a t  Kenyah and  PenanIPunan society 
are isomorphic, h e  has e i ther  been deceived himself o r  i s  
a t t e m p t i n g  t o  m is lead  u s  in s u p p o r t  o f  h i s  argument.  
Likewise when h e  states t h a t  " the  adhesive element t h a t  
bonded nomadic h u n t i n g  and ga the r ing  famil ies t o  a speci f ic  
sedentary people was e thn ic i ty "  ( Pg . 39, emphasis or ig ina l  1 .  

Hoffman would have benef i t ted  f rom some degree o f  
h istor ical  perspect ive.  We are  g i ven  t h e  impression f r o m  h is  
d i s c u s s i o n  t h a t  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between nomadic and 
sedentary communities are  of g r e a t  t ime depth .  In real i ty ,  
Penan and  Punan w i t h  whom I am famil iar have general ly  
f o r m e d  c lose  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  a s e r i e s  o f  longhouse 
communities t h r o u g h  time. Such re lat ionships may endure  



f o r  several generations, but they  a re  equal ly l i ke l y  t o  b e  
severed a f te r  re la t ive ly  b r i e f  per iods o r  t o  be intermit tent .  
The Penan Gang, ove r  t h e  past  century,  have var ious ly  had  
close re lat ionships w i t h  Seping, Sebop, Lirong, Lahanan, 
K e n y a h  Sambop, Kenyah Uma Pawa. Kayan and  others.  
Furthermore, whereas many Penan groups do remain i n  the  
same g e n e r a l  a rea  o v e r  many  generations, even when 
longhouse communities w i th  which they  have been associated 
move away, o the r  Penan g roups  move g rea t  distances, t o  
areas which they  never prev ious ly  inhabited. Th is  i s  c lear ly  
a v e r y  d i f f e ren t  p i c t u r e  f rom t h a t  presented by Hoffman. 

In defense o f  Hoffman, observers may be confused by 
t h e  manner  in w h i c h  b o t h  PenanIPunan and sedentary 
peoples ta l k  about  t h e i r  relat ionships. Hoffman presents  
n u m e r o u s  examples  where  indiv iduals assert sol idar i ty ,  

I 
a f f i n i t y  and  even k insh ip  (Pp. 24, 38-39, 58-60, 62 1.  Indeed, 
I myself have heard  many such statements made b y  Penan, 
K a y a n  a n d  Kenyah. A Penan, f o r  instance, may claim 
emphatically t h a t  a cer ta in Kayan i s  a "real, t r u e  s ib l ing" 
l atek pad i  Ian), o r  t h a t  people o f  a cer ta in longhouse a r e  o f  
the  same o r ig in  as themselves. B u t  n o  competent anthropo- 
logist  would accept such statements a t  face value. In some 
cases, s u c h  c la ims may b e  made because o f  t h e  past  
t e m p o r a r y  f o s t e r a g e  o f  a Penan ch i ld  by a pa r t i cu la r  
longhouse family. Another reason may be a past  Sebila 
r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  o r i g i n a t i n g  in a blood pact  made by two 
indiv iduals.  Th i rd l y ,  such statements may be t h e  resu l t  o f  
actual genealogical re lat ionships resu l t i ng  f rom pa r t i cu la r  
marriages between Penan and longhouse persons, o f ten  more 
than a c e n t u r y  previously.  Finally, t h e  most usual  contex t  
i n  which such statements a re  heard i s  when Penan and 
longhouse peoples a r e  together.  I n  such cases t h e  assert ion 
of k insh ip  i s  a matter  o f  et iquet te.  On several occasions 

I Penan a n d  Kayan have reciprocal ly  made such claims in my 
presence. When la ter  ask ing Penan about the  genealogical 
par t icu lars  of such  p u r p o r t e d  relations, I was t o l d  t h a t  t h e y  
were  n o t  a c t u a l l y  kin, b u t  t h a t  t h i s  was said o u t  o f  
politeness and  good manners. It would b e  useful  t o  know 
the context  o f  t h e  statements Hoffman records, whether 
they  were made in t h e  presence o f  Kayan, Kenyah o r  o the r  
longhouse-dwelling guides. Hoffman apparent ly  took such 
s ta temen ts  l i t e ra l l y  w i thout  perce iv ing  what was beh ind 
them. He also fa i led t o  consider tha t  such statements might  
be made o u t  o f  a fee l ing  o f  i n fe r i o r i t y .  PenanIPunan a re  

t rea ted pat ron iz ing ly  by longhouse peoples and government 
agents, and are  made t o  feel t h a t  t h e i r  past  o r  p resent  
l i f e s t y l e s  a r e  s o m e t h i n g  t o  b e  ashamed o f ,  S e t t l e d  
PenanlPunan g roups  in pa r t i cu la r  may b e  qu i te  eager t o  
separate themselves f rom t h e i r  pas t  b y  claiming a f f i n i t y  t o  
longhouse peoples. 

I n  press ing h i s  po in t  concern ing t h e  relatedness o f  
nomads t o  sedentary communities, Hoffman f u r t h e r  e r r s  i n  
m a k i n g  s loppy  use o f  t h e  l i t e ra tu re .  Fo r  instance, i n  
quo t ing  Beccari 's statement concerning t h e  relatedness o f  
Kejaman, Sekapan, Kayan and  "Punan", a n d  Brooke's note on 
t h e  relatedness o f  "Punan" and Melanao, Hoffman fa i ls  t o  
real ize t h a t  it i s  t h e  sedentary, ag r i cu l tu ra l  Punan B a h  who 
are  be ing  r e f e r r e d  t o  (Pg.  62) .  He also misrepresents 
U r q u h a r t ' s  account concerning t h e  relatedness o f  Penan 
Si lat  a n d  Kenyah Nyamok ( P g  . 62 1. 1 have col lected t h i s  
same account, w i t h  f u r t h e r  genealogical detai ls. It re fe rs  t o  
t h e  marr iage between a Kenyah woman and a Penan man, 
ra the r  than  t o  any  p u r p o r t e d  isomorphism between these two 
g r o u p s ,  a p o i n t  wh ich  i s  c lear in U r q u h a r t ' s  account. 
Hoffman f u r t h e r  misrepresents B lus t 's  assignment o f  Sarawak 
Penan languages t o  t h e  Kenyah language g roup .  B lus t  states 
t h a t  " there  are  no l ingu is t ic  g r o u n d s  f o r  r e g a r d i n g  Penan 
dialects as d i s t i nc t  f rom Kenyah" (Pg.  63 ) .  B l u s t  does not  
claim t h a t  Penan themselves a re  i nd i s t i nc t  f r o m  Kenyah. 

Final ly ,  it i s  necessary t o  rev iew Hoffman's t reatment 
of t h e  issue o f  t rade.  He begins w i t h  an anecdotal account 
o f  an inc ident  h e  exper ienced ea r l y  in h i s  f ie ldwork  o f  
rea l iz ing  t h a t  PenanIPunan have t r a d e d  r a t t a n  and  o ther  
fo res t  p roduc ts  w i t h  Kayan f r o m  "long, long ago" (Pg.  64). 
T h i s  o b j e c t i o n a b l e  r h e t o r i c a l  device seems in tended t o  
t ranspor t  u s  along w i t h  Hoffman in h i s  amazement, and  h i s  
"d iscovery"  t h a t  such t rade  has g rea t  h is tor ica l  t ime depth, 
when in fac t  it appears t o  demonstrate t h a t  e i t he r  Hoffman 
was n o t  t e r r i b l y  famil iar w i t h  t h e  l i t e ra tu re  on t h e  Penan 
and o ther  Southeast Asian hunter -gatherers  before  go ing  t o  
t h e  f i e l d ,  o r  engages i n  a d e l i b e r a t e  a t tempt  t o  use 
s impl is t ic  r h e t o r i c  ("my mind rac ing" )  t o  woo those no t  
famil iar w i t h  t h e  l i t e ra tu re  t o  h i s  argument.  I address t h i s  
p a r t  o f  h i s  account because it seems i l l us t ra t i ve  of t h e  
overal l  way t h a t  he  const ruc ts  h i s  argument.  



With r e g a r d  t o  trade, it i s  Hoffman's content ion t h a t  
"It i s  t rade. .  . t ha t  has been what  these Punan of Borneo are  

I all about. I t  i s  t rade. .  . t ha t  has generated t h e  pa r t i cu la r  
t y p e  o f  h u n t i n g  and  ga the r ing  adaptat ion known t o  t h r e e  
generat ions of western t rave le rs  and scholars. It i s  t r ade  
t h a t  has created and  perpetuated a specific ecological n iche 
t h a t  h a s  b e e n  occupied by g roups  of people known as 
Punan" ( P g  . 85 1 .  Elsewhere Hoffman re jects Needham's 
statement t h a t  PenanIPunan "need t o  t rade  w i th  t h e  se t t led  
peoples. . . in o r d e r  t o  remain nomads" ( 1972: 177-178 1,  a n d  
instead argues tha t :  

Punan d o  n o t  t r a d e  in o r d e r  t o  remain nomads; 
t h e y  have instead remained nomads in o rde r  t o  
t rade.  Punan d o  no t  col lect fo res t  p roduc ts  t o  
suppor t  themselves whi le hunting; t h e y  h u n t  - a n d  
g a t h e r  t h e  f i s h  ( s i c )  - t o  suppor t  themselves 
whi le col lect ing fo res t  p roducts .  T rade  i s  n o t  
j us t  another t h i n g  t h e  Punan do; it is  essential ly 
t h e  thing t h a t  Punan do. It is, I believe, t h e  - 
collect ion and  t rade  of fo res t  products,  and no t  
h u n t i n g ,  t h a t  h is to r ica l l y  has been t h e  ra ison 
d le t re  o f  nomadic, p r imary  fo res t  g roups  known as 
Punan. I t  has been b o t h  t h e  demand f o r  these 
fo res t  p r o d u c t s  a n d  t h e  local need f o r  t h e  goods 
t h e y  bring in exchange t h a t  have led t o  t h e  
h u n t i n g  and  ga the r ing  adaptat ion t h a t  modern-day 
W e s t e r n e r s  h a v e  obse rved  - t h e  existence o f  
g r o u p s  cal led Punan (Pg.  89). 

C o n j e c t u r a l  h i s t o r y  a t  i t s  f inest .  What evidence does 1 
Hoffman adduce in s u p p o r t  o f  t h i s  contention? 

He f i r s t  makes a po in t  about  hunting. In cont rad ic t ion  
o f  ear l ier  statements, t h a t  PenanlPunan a re  t o  be  f o u n d  a t  
no g rea t  d is tance f r o m  longhouse settlements, h e  must  admit 
tha t  t h e y  dwell  "in deep fo res t  areas" (Pg.  891, by which  he  
p r e s u m a b l y  means b e y o n d  h u n t i n g  range o f  longhouse 
peoples. The  po in t  he  makes i s  t h a t  PenanIPunan d o  n o t  
l i ve  i n  t h e  deep fo res t  in o r d e r  t o  hunt ,  since t h e y  cou ld  as I 
eas i l y  f ind a n  a b u n d a n c e  o f  p i g  in areas adjacent t o  
longhouses. T h i s  i s  an  arguable, t hough  no t  necessar i ly  
fallacious, po in t .  L e t  u s  g r a n t  h im th is .  T h e  argument t h e n  
is  that, since PenanlPunan a re  no t  in t h e  deep fo res t  t o  1 hunt, t h e y  can o n l y  b e  the re  f o r  t h e  purpose o f  col lect ing 

fo res t  p roduc ts  f o r  t rade.  Hoffman r a t h e r  conven ient ly  
f o rge ts  t o  mention t h a t  sago (Euqeissona u t i l i s )  i s  n o t  an 
un impor tan t  food resource t o  PenanlPunan.  P i g  can indeed 
b e  found j us t  about  anywhere if one looks h a r d  enough ( a n d  
o n e  does have t o  look r a t h e r  h a r d e r  in t h e  v i c i n i t y  of 
longhouses) . B u t  un l i ke  pig, sago i s  immobile. Penan l  Punan 
must  t h u s  locate themselves in p rox im i t y  t o  sago concentra-  
t ions.  T h e y  have a clear idea of t h e  re la t i ve  abundance and 
location of sago groves t h r o u g h o u t  t h e i r  f o r a g i n g  areas. 
A n y  PenanIPunan one cares t o  ask w i l l  exp l i c i t l y  a r t i cu la te  
t h a t  it i s  t h e  re la t ive  abundance o f  sago in var ious  locations 
in t h e  fo res t  t h a t  determines t h e  location and  du ra t i on  of 
P e n a n l P u n a n  settlements. Had Hof fman n o t  h e a r d  t h i s  
himself, h e  cou ld  have found numerous statements t o  t h i s  
e f fec t  in t h e  l i te ra ture .  

I d o  n o t  w ish  he re  t o  underemphasize t h e  importance 
o f  t r a d e  t o  PenanlPunan.  Cer ta in ly  t r a d e  has  been an  
i m p o r t a n t  f a c e t  o f  t h e i r  f o r e s t  a d a p t a t i o n  f o r  un to ld  
genera t ions .  B u t  it i s  one thing t o  say t h a t  t r a d e  i s  
impor tan t  t o  them, and even t h a t  t h e y  cannot  e x i s t  in t h e  
fo res t  w i thout  it, and something else again t o  claim t h a t  
t h i s  i s  what t h e y  are  "al l  about" ( a  less t h a n  r igorous  
concept),  t h e i r  ra ison d'etre, o r  t h a t  t h i s  exp la ins  t h e i r  
o r ig ins .  Along w i t h  Penan, v i r t u a l l y  a l l  Southeast Asian 
hunter -ga therers  d o  r e l y  o n  t rade.  What has impressed me, 
as I have come t o  know t h e  Penan, i s  how re la t i ve l y  much 
more sel f -suf f ic ient  t hey  are  in te rms o f  subsistence and i n  
t h e i r  rel iance on ex terna l  goods. Many Negr i t o  g roups,  b o t h  
in t h e  Phi l ippines and in Peninsular  Malaysia, may have 
a lmost  d a i l y  c o n t a c t  w i t h  ag r i cu l t u ra l  peoples, a t  least 

d u r i n g  cer ta in  p a r t s  o f  t h e  year .  Many Penan, by contrast ,  
may have contact  w i t h  longhouse peoples pe rhaps  o n l y  two 
o r  t h r e e  times a year.  One would t h e n  have t o  claim that,  
t o  a much g rea te r  ex ten t  t h a n  Penan, t r a d e  i s  wha t  these 
phenotypical ly  d i s t i nc t  Negr i tos  a re  "al l  about", a n d  t h a t  
t h i s  expla ins t h e i r  o r ig ins .  

If one wishes t o  bel ieve Hoffman, one wou ld  have a 
h a r d  t i m e  r e c t i f y i n g  t h e  actual  n a t u r e  o f  Penan t rade  
resource explo i tat ion.  Hoffman's descr ip t ion  wou ld  lead one 
t o  bel ieve t h a t  Penan are  fo rever  in search of t r a d e  goods. 
T h i s  may b e  t r u e  f o r  some of t h e  coastal g r o u p s  discussed 
b y  him, b u t  most cer ta in ly  i s  no t  t h e  case i n  more i n te r i o r  
areas. One aspect of my research has been t o  col lect t h e  



sequence of settlements f o r  a single Penan band f rom ca. 
1925 to  t h e  present .  One thing t h i s  sequence shows i s  t h a t  
trade-related collection and  product ion occur red i n  b u r s t s  o f  
act ivi ty, i n  ant ic ipat ion o f  making a t rad ing  trip. When 
such a trip i s  anticipated, e i ther  an ent i re  band  o r  several 
families wi l l  move t o  an area where, f o r  instance, damar o r  
r a t t a n  i s  p len t i f u l .  Resources such as damar a re  n o t  
ubiquitous, b u t  occur i n  isolated clumps i n  cer ta in h ighe r  
elevation areas, and v i s i t s  may b e  made t o  these areas f o r  
t he  express purpose o f  col lect ing these resources. . Once 
suf f ic ient  damar has been collected, o r  mats and baskets 
produced, t h e  g r o u p  r e t u r n s  t o  areas where sago i s  more 
available and resumes i t s  normal r o u n d  of act iv i t ies.  

Hoffmanl.s argument raises o ther  questions. If people 
decide t o  specialize in trade, t he re  must  presumably b e  some 
par t icu lar  advantage t o  th is .  B u t  be ing on the  supp ly  end 
of a t rad ing  enterpr ise  i n  the  Borneo fores t  i s  ne i ther  easy 
n o r  prof i table.  If it were prof i table, we should expect  t o  
f i n d  bands of nomadic Foochows roaming t h e  fo res ts  o f  
Borneo. T h e  p roduc ts  t raded  by Penan a re  notor iously 
d i f f i cu l t  t o  collect, produce o r  t ranspor t .  A s ingle mat can 
easily t ake  o v e r  th ree  weeks t o  produce. Damar i s  less 
d i f f icu l t  t o  collect, but it must  b e  t ranspor ted over  long 
distances packed in baskets which may weigh up t o  100 Ibs. 
Bezoar stones a r e  on ly  ra re l y  found.  The la rge quant i t ies 
of ra t tan  b r o u g h t  t o  t rade  b y  sett led Penan mentioned by 
Hoffman (Pg. 64) are  cer ta in ly  no t  character is t ic  o f  nomadic 
groups.  

Penan conduct  t rade  general ly  i n  one o f  two ways- 
e i ther  by t ranspor t i ng  goods t o  longhouses, t rade  meetings 
o r  market centers, o r  by longhouse t rade rs  t rave l l i ng  t o  
Penan. I n  t h e  former case t h e  problem i s  one of t ranspor t ,  
if no t  bringing t h e  goods t o  market, t hen  t ranspor t i ng  salt, 
sugar, metal. cloth, tobacco and o ther  goods back t o  t h e  
Penan community. In t h e  la t te r  case, t h e  problem f o r  
~ e n a n / P u n a n  i s  i n  t h e  terms of t rade.  For goods t rans -  
p o r t e d  t o  them. PenanlPunan g e t  v e r y  l i t t l e  in r e t u r n .  
Longhouse peoples often remark how easy it i s  f o r  them t o  
cheat the 'penan .  Fo r  t h e  Penan, t rade  i s  by n o  means a 
prof i table enterpr ise.  I might  remark, incidental ly, t h a t  
these t rade re lat ionships between Penan communities and  
par t icu lar  longhouse t raders,  who are  usual ly  aristocrats, a r e  
a v i ta l  aspect of t h e  t rade  re lat ionship and one which i s  

to ta l ly  ignored by Hoffman. There  i s  n o  mention o f  Sebila 
relat ionships. Since t r a d e  i s  a t  t h e  center  o f  h i s  argument, 
t h i s  i s  a serious shortcoming. It i s  also cur ious  t h a t  h e  
makes no mention o f  actual  t ransact ions o c c u r r i n g  between 
nomadic and sedentary ind iv idua ls  o r  communities, and  we 
have n o  idea o f  t h e  terms o f  t rade.  

Final ly  one must  ask two  r a t h e r  obvious questions. 
F i r s t ,  does o n e  h a v e  t o  b e  nomadic  t o  co l lec t  f o res t  
r e s o u r c e s ?  Cer ta in l y  it helps, but by n o  means i s  it 
necessary. In t h e  1970's t h e  p r i ce  o f  garu wood rose, and  
la rge numbers o f  Kayan, Kenyah a n d  o thers  scoured t h e  
forests of t h e  upper  Balui, areas inhab i ted  by Penan, in 
s e a r c h  of t h i s  resource. Ear l ier  i n  t h e  c e n t u r y  la rge 
numbers of l ban  l ikewise t rave l led  th roughou t  t h e  fo res ts  o f  
Sarawak in search o f  rh inoceros horn .  It i s  also s ign i f i cant  
t h a t  p r e s e n t l y  s e t t l e d  Penan  t h r o u g h o u t  Sarawak a n d  
Kalimantan cont inue t o  col lect and  t r a d e  fo res t  resources. 
Also, concerning t h i s  re lat ion between t r a d e  and  nomadism, 
o n e  m i g h t  a s k  why,  w i t h  t h e  i m p o s i t i o n  o f  co lon ia l  ' g o v e r n m e n t s  a n d  t h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  t r a d e  volume which 

I resulted, one does n o t  observe any  t r e n d  toward  sedentary 
I communities becoming increas ing ly  nomadic or, as Hoffman 
I would have it, becoming Punan. 

S e c o n d l y ,  h o w  w o u l d  H o f f m a n  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  
d i s t r i bu t i on  o f  hunter -gatherers  i n  Borneo? A look a t  a 

d is t r ibu t iona l  map o f  nomads i n  Borneo wi l l  show t h a t  t h e y  
o c c u r  i n  a n  east-west  band  t h r o u g h  t h e  middle o f  t h e  
island, be ing absent f rom Sabah and f r o m  t h e  southern  p a r t  
o f  Kalimantan. ( 7 )  Hoffman does r e f e r  t o  t h i s  d i s t r i bu t i ona l  
p a t t e r n  (Pg. 11 1, b u t  n o t  w i t h  much c la r i t y .  Cer ta in ly  the re  
are ( o r  were) abundant fo res ts  i n  those areas, a n d  a number 
o f  important  en t repot  t r a d e  centers. My own guess i s  t h a t  
it has something t o  do w i t h  t h e  d i s t r i bu t i on  o f  Euqeissona 
u t i l i s  in Borneo, though  t h i s  may well b e  mistaken. A n y  
comment f rom readers concerning the  presence o r  absence 
o f  t h i s  species in var ious  areas o f  Borneo would cer ta in ly  b e  
welcome. T h e  q u e s t i o n  i s  w h y  the re  a re  n o  h u n t e r -  
ga therers  i n  la rge areas o f  n o r t h e r n  and southern  Borneo, 
and  what implicat ions t h i s  has f o r  Hoffman's argument.  

I The re  a re  numerous o the r  shortcomings o f  Hoffman's 
I work  which I have chosen no t  t o  focus on, but which  must  
: b e  considered by serious readers  o f  t h i s  book. In a v e r y  



g e n e r a l  w a y  h e  i g n o r e s  o r  does not  comprehend many 
cr i t ica l  aspects of PenanlPunan subsistence, settlement and  
soc ia i  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  make  t h e m  notable among t h e  
world's documented hunter -ga therers :  l a rge  g r o u p  size, 
long-term s tab i l i t y  o f  g r o u p  composition, long dura t ion  o f  
settlements, and o thers .  He almost completely ignores t h e  
immense body  of Du tch  sources on Kalimantan. He ignores 
a number o f  important  references, such as S toh r ' s  discussion 
o f  Bornean fune ra ry  customs (19591, ar t ic les by Nicolaisen 
(1976a, 1976b1. Langub (1972, 19741, U r q u h a r t  (1951 ), El l is 
(1972 1, A rno ld  ( 1958 1 and except  f o r  scat tered references, 
almost completely ignores t h e  work  of Needham. Though  
most of these works  concern Sarawak Penan, t hey  conta in 
i n fo rma t ion  highly re levant  t o  Hoffman's argument. He 
makes no attempt t o  re late h i s  d is t r ibu t iona l  o r  nomen- 
c latura l  data t o  t h e  works  of Whitt ier,  Hi ldebrand o r  others.  
Th i s  would have been extremely helpful,  as would have been 
a more deta i led map speci fy ing t h e  locations o f  g roups  h e  
v is i ted.  As  noted, t h e  inc lus ion o f  wordl is ts  would have 
been invaluable.  

H o f f m a n  d e v o t e s  5 112 pages  t o  w h a t  h e  c a l l s  
"residence", when in fac t  he  i s  t a l k i ng  about sett lement 
systems (Pp .  21-26]. His discussion of t h e  an t i qu i t y  o f  
Ch inese  t r a d e  in B o r n e o  i s  e x t r e m e l y  amateurish a n d  
includes, f o r  instance. Heine-Geldern's imaginings about  
s ty l i s t i c  s imi lar i t ies between Chinese and Bornean mot i fs  
( P g .  65). t h e  p u r p o r t e d  in fus ion  o f  Chinese blood i n t o  
Murut.  Dusun and PenanIPunan populat ions (Pp .  67-68). and 
the  der iva t ion  o f  place names (Pg .  67) .  The  la t te r  two  
cons ide ra t i ons  in pa r t i cu la r  do  no t  mer i t  inc lus ion in a 
ser ious anthropological discussion. Hoffman attempts t o  
create t h e  impression tha t  those who re ject  h i s  argument 
are hopeless adherents t o  unreformed 19th c e n t u r y  un i l inear  
evolutionism (Pp .  85, 981, another o f  h is  s l i ppe ry  rhe tor ica l  
devices t h a t  may persuade those n o t  famil iar w i t h  Bornean 
e t h n o g r a p h y .  A t  t h e  same time, Hoffman seems t o  b e  
adher ing  t o  a naive so r t  of decision theory  o f  adaptation, 
tha t  ind iv idua ls  o r  communities make conscious decisions t o  
occupy a n iche when t h e y  perceive some immediate material  
advantage. Congruent  w i t h  t h i s  i s  t he  not ion t h a t  t h e  
PenanlPunan are  fo res t  n o ~ a d s  because it pays  o f f .  Such 
an assumption denigrates the  PenanlPunan adaptat ion as 
unwor thy  i n  i t s  own right; These are endur ing,  sel f -  
perpetuat ing societies which, t hough  most cer ta in ly  shaped 

b y  ecological forces and  constra ints,  ex i s t  independent  of 
d i r e c t  material  benef i ts .  T h o u g h  widely d i v e r g e n t  lingui- 
s t ica l l y  and  cu l tu ra l l y ,  each society has i t s  own ethos, i t s  
o w n  genealogical  charter ,  and  i t s  own deep ly  h is to r ica l  
re lat ionship t o  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  fo res t .  Bornean nomads a re  
n o t  K a y a n  o n  t h e  hoof ,  n o r  a r e  t h e y  g e n e r i c  f o res t  
entrepenuers.  T h e y  a re  Penan Gang o r  Penan L u d a  o r  
Punan Busang.  What an thropo log is ts  shou ld  b e  do ing  i s  n o t  
dismissing o r  obscu r ing  th is ,  b u t  trying t o  unders tand  it. 
One cannot  he lp  b u t  wonder what  f o r m  Hoffman's argument 
w o u l d  h a v e  t a k e n  h a d  h e  r e m a i n e d  w i t h  a s i n g l e  
PenanlPunan g roup .  

T h e r e  are  numerous o the r  shortcomings o f  t h i s  book 
wh ich  I have chosen n o t  t o  focus  on, so as n o t  t o  d e t r a c t  
f rom what  I feel  a re  t h e  cen t ra l  issues: n o t  merely t h e  
u n r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  h i s  da ta ,  a n d  t h e  weaknesses  o f  h i s  
arguments a n d  conclusions, but what appears t o  me t o  b e  a 
purposeful  attempt t o  obscure  t h e  shortcomings o f  h i s  data, 
t o  i gno re  cer ta in  data t h a t  r u n  counter  t o  h i s  argument, and  
t o  use t h e  avai lable l i t e r a t u r e  in a pa r t i a l  manner.  Fu r the r ,  
t h e  r h e t o r i c a l  d e v i c e s  h e  e m p l o y s  Rave  n o  p l a c e  in 
anthropological discourse, p a r t i c u l a r l y  when these r e s u l t  in 
t h e  misrepresentat ion o f  e thnograph ic  rea l i t y .  It seems h e  
t r i e s  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  w i t h  r h e t o r i c  wha t  h i s  a rgument  i s  
lack ing  in evidence. A t  base, t h i s  w o r k  i s  l i t t l e  more t h a n  
a l i t a n y  o f  a s s e r t i o n s :  t h e  t e x t u r e  c o n f e r r e d  by 
e thnograph ic  deta i l  i s  conspicuously absent .  T h i s  i s  a 
classic case o f  an inves t iga tor  a l lowing h i s  preconceived 
c o n c l u s i o n s  t o  de termine t h e  shape a n d  content  o f  h i s  
argument, r a t h e r  t h a n  fo l lowing one's da ta  wherever  it may 
lead. T o  paraphrase t h e  quote  p r o v i d e d  f o r  u s  a t  t h e  
b e g i n n i n g  o f  h i s  book ,  I h a v e  s t a r e d  a l ong  t ime a t  
Hoffman's book, a n d  i t s  s t rangeness has y e t  t o  d isappear.  

NOTES 

1 .  A n  observat ion f i r s t  made b y  K.  L. H u t t e r e r .  

2 .  N o r  in m a n y  p a r t s  o f  Kalimantan. G, N .  Appel l  
(personal  communication) r e p o r t s  t h a t  in t h e  area o f  
Kal imantan T i m u r  where  h e  worked, t h e  languages of 



n e i g h b o r i n g  Be lusu  and  Punan a re  n o t  mutua l l y  
intelligible. 

3.  Here again Hoffman ignores a major body of  l i terature, 
conce rn i ng  t h e  place o f  e thnograph ic  analogy i n  
archeological theory  and in speculations about human 
evolution. It i s  precisely the  e f for t  t o  deal w i th  th i s  
issue that  has generated a great deal o f  theory  in 
research related to  hunter-gatherers, par t icu lar ly  i n  the 
past decade. 

4. Here I use the  term Orang Ulu in the sense in which 
it i s  used in Sarawak, re fe r r ing  to  non-lbanic peoples 
of  the in ter ior  - Kayan, Kenyah, Kajang, PenanIPunan. 
Lun Bawang. Kelabit and others. 

5. As I was l eav i ng  t h e  f ie ld  i n  September 1987, it 
appeared as though a ve r y  large honey season was i n  
store,  f r o m  t h e  T u t o h  R i v e r  a l l  t h e  way t o  t he  
PlieraniSeping area. 1 had nothing l ike  th i s  in the  
previous three years. 

6. I n  1984 the Punan Busang Kihan moved from the lwan 
River in Kalimantan. to  Lg. Unai, in the  f a r  head- 
waters of  the  Balui. 

7. This point  was or ig inal ly made b y  G. N. Appell. 
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THE NOMADS OF BORNEO: 
HOFFMAN AND "DEVOLUTION" 

B.  J. L. Sellato 

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  comments dea l  mainly w i t h  Car l  L. 
Hoffman's or ig ina l  Ph. D. d issertat ion (1983) and subsequent 
cont r ibu t ion  t o  Carmel Schr i re 's  book Past and Present  
Hunter  Gatherer  Studies (1984). Other  wr i t i ngs  by Hoffman, 
s u c h  as h i s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  Michae l  Dove ' s  b o o k  in 
lndonesian a n d  two papers i n  t h i s  Bu l le t in  (see References 
L is t ) ,  wi l l  no t  b e  considered here. 

Hoffman's thesis, as provocat ively stated i n  Disserta- 
t ion  Abst rac ts  International,  i s  t h e  fo l lowing : - 

It i s  suggested in conclusion t h a t  t h e  'Punan' o f  
Borneo a r e  in fac t  an  ethnical ly  d iverse assort -  
ment of peoples. t h a t  t hey  der ive  or ig ina l ly  f rom 
var ious sedentary  agr icu l tu ra l  groups, and  t h a t  
t he i r  nomadic hunting and gather ing  way o f  l i f e  
is  a re la t ive ly  recent  ' re-adaptat ion' t h a t  revolves 
e s s e n t i a l l y  a r o u n d  t h e  co l l ec t i on  o f  f o r e s t  
p roducts  f o r  t rade.  

Before d iscussing t h e  c r u x  o f  t h e  question ra ised ( a n d  
al legedly solved!) by Hoffman, t h a t  is, ultimately, t h a t  o f  
t he  o r i g i n  of t h e  nomadic hunter -gatherers  of Borneo, I 
w o u l d  l i k e  t o  p o i n t  a t  a n u m b e r  o f  weaknesses a n d  
shortcomings i n  Hoffman's e thnograph ic  f i e ld  work, as well 
as background, data, and i n  t h e  use h e  makes o f  it. As 
Bros ius  p u t s  it, in te rp re ta t i on  i s  a subject  f o r  discussion. 
but t h e  data on  wh ich  it r e s t s  should b e  reliable, and  n o  
anthropologist  w i th  a reasonably good knowledge o f  Bornean 
e thnography wi l l  accept Hoffman's data a t  face value.  

T h e  fo l lowing wi l l  b e  presented as a pa rody  o f  t h e  
layout  o f  Hoffman's con t r i bu t i on  in S c h r i r e  (1984). 

1. Hoffman and t h e  L i te ra tu re  

One f i r s t  question one asks oneself when read ing  t h e  
l i s t  o f  references a t  t h e  end  o f  Hoffman's d issertat ion is :  
I s  Hof fman aware t h a t  t h e  Du tch  have been present  in 
Borneo during several centuries, and  i n  t h e  hinter land,  
where most nomads live, since t h e  t u r n  o f  t h i s  cen tu ry?  
H is  b ib l iography amounts t o  some 80 entries, o f  wh ich  on ly  
one r e f e r s  t o  a Du tch  source, and y e t  t h e  author 's  name i s  
m i s s p e l t  a n d  t h e  t i t l e  g i v e n  i s  t h a t  o f  a n  u n k n o w n  
manusc r ip t  dated 1901, r e f e r r i n g  probab ly  t o  an ar t ic le  
pub l ished i n  1903. When w o r k i n g  on  my own dissertat ion, I 
was able t o  find some 40 D u t c h  documents ( o u t  o f  ove r  250 
bib l iographical  entr ies) ,  a number o f  them deal ing a t  least 
p a r t l y  w i t h  t h e  nomads o f  Borneo.  There  were probab ly  
more t o  b e  found, since m y  s u r v e y  o f  Du tch  arch ives  was 
incomplete and my command o f  t h e  Du tch  language r a t h e r  
poor.  

Du tch  colonial off icers, physic ians and missionaries, 
a l t h o u g h  most o f  them were no t  t ra ined  ethnographers,  
p rov ide  a l o t  of valuable, y e t  scattered, informat ion on  a 
w i d e  range o f  nomadic g roups  dwel l ing i n  regions, and 
speaking l inguae francae, of wh ich  those Dutchmen h a d  a 
f a i r  knowledge. I f o u n d  those b i t s  and  pieces o f  e th -  
nographic data general ly  v e r y  rel iable. 

Bes ides  D u t c h  sources, one can mention a smaller 
number o f  German sources, some of them prominent, and, 
a l though t h e  post- independence Indonesian l i t e ra tu re  on t h e  
nomads i s  no t  r ich, it p rov ides  several re levant  documents, 



b e  t h e y  loca l  manuscr ip ts  o r  government reports,  t h a t  
Hoffman could have read. Instead. on ly  one lndonesian 
source i s  c i ted.  

It i s  a pity tha t  t h i s  r i c h  corpus o f  b ib l iographical  
data has remained absolutely untapped i n  Hoffman's work .  
One can on ly  wonder whether t h i s  was del iberate ly so o r  
due t o  a tota l  lack o f  command o f  fo re ign languages. It 
appears anyway t h a t  Hoffman did no t  bother t o  improve h i s  
access t o  t h i s  l i t e ra tu re  in h is  subsequent work, since h i s  
1984 b ib l iography does n o t  l i s t  a s ingle non-English item! 

It i s  t r u e  t h a t  Engl ish-language sources, mostly B r i t i s h  
documents  o n  Sarawak, p a r t  o f  them recent, a re  v e r y  
valuable, but Hoffman worked i n  Kalimantan. Besides, some 
of h is  references, such as 19th cen tu ry  adventurer  Bock 
( seeming ly  h i s  favo r i t e ) ,  o r  t h e  American Miller, were 
def in i te ly  no t  author i t ies on the  subject of t he  nomads, no t  
t o  speak o f  t h i s  t rave l -gu ide compiler b y  t h e  name o f  Bill 
Dalton. 

A n  outcome o f  t h i s  p a r t i a l  use o f  t h e  l i terature,  
intentional o r  not, i s  a s t r o n g  bias in Hoffman's background 
data, and presumably a subsequent bias i n  h i s  in terpre ta t ion .  
A geographical bias, f i rs t ,  since he uses side by side h i s  
own f i e ld  data f r o m  t h e  East-Kalimantan and l i t e ra tu re  data 
r e f e r r i n g  t o  Sarawak.  as if one cou ld  reach re levant  
conclusions about  t h e  farmers o f  centra l  France by d raw ing  
information f r o m  Belgian archives. It i s  beyond doubt  tha t  
t he  situation o f  t h e  Punan Batu  o f  Berau and t h a t  o f  t he  
Penan Gang o f  Sarawak were and s t i l l  a re  qu i te  d i f fe rent .  
A h istor ical  bias, then, since historical information on the  
Penan o f  Sarawak,  h o w e v e r  re l i ab le ,  i s  n o t  per fec t ly  
re levant  t o  t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  Punan Batu.  T h e  result ,  as can 
b e  seen i n  Ho f fman 's  d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  is methodologically 
confused and confusing.  T h i s  may jus t  be  what t h e  author 
was aiming at. 

2. Hoffman a n d  Languages 

As has been said above. one can suspect t h a t  Hoffman 
was not  famil iar w i t h  t h e  Du tch  language. How did he deal 
w i th  l inguist ic  matters while i n  t h e  f ie ld? 

Ho f fman  v i s i t e d  some f i f t e e n  nomadic o r  f o rmer l y  
nomadic groups, according t o  h i s  map ( 1983: 33 1, presumably 
spending v e r y  l i t t l e  t ime among each o f  them. He appa- 
r e n t l y  communicated w i th  them i n  Indonesian, more probab ly  
t h a n  n o t  in a pidgin Indonesian, as most o f  these g r o u p s  
speak a poor vers ion of t h e  national language. Hoffman, 
however ,  g i v e s  u s  i t e m s  o f  v o c a b u l a r y  w i t h o u t  even 
ment ioning t h a t  t hey  a re  Indonesian, i nduc ing  u s  t o  bel ieve 
he could communicate i n  t h e  Punan languages. As Bros ius  
has co r rec t l y  stated, t he re  does n o t  appear a s ing le  i tem of 
vocabulary in any "Punan" language i n  Hoffman's work .  
Instead, we a re  faced w i t h  lndonesian words, some obviously 
confused w i t h  regional terms I l i ke  r u s a  and  p a y a u  1. some too 
vague (paku,  1983:56, i s  n o t  "a t y p e  o f  fern", b u t  t h e  
g e n e r i c  t e r m  f o r  " f e r n s "  ) , some misspelt ( l i k e  dinda, 
1983: 84, k a y u  reba. 1983: 99, kamarau, 1983: 143 1 .  It the re fo re  
appears t h a t  Hoffman's command o f  t h e  lndonesian language 
was well below t h e  minimum necessary t o  c a r r y  o u t  a f i e l d  
s t u d y  among any  e thn ic  g r o u p  in Indonesia. 

I 
Le t  us  g o  back t o  t h e  "Punan" languages. I t  seems 

f a i r  enough t h a t  Hoffman cou ld  n o t  reasonably learn  f i f t een  1 d ialects o r  languages. B u t  he could reasonably col lect basic, 
Swadesh-type, vocabularies f o r  each o f  them. I am inc l ined 
t o  bel ieve t h a t  h e  did not .  E v e r y  now and  t h e n  in h i s  
dissertat ion, we come across statements l i ke  " the  Punan 

I Kelai ins isted tha t  t h e i r  language was v e r y  close t o  t h a t  o f  

1 t h e  Segail' ( 1983:40), " t he  Punan Lisum t o l d  me t h a t  t h e  
language they  speak i s  similar and  mutua l ly  in te l l ig ib le  w i t h  ' t h a t  o f  1 t h e  Kenyah Lepo Timai" (1983:40; also 78; emphasis 

, in b o t h  sentences i s  mine).  What evidence does h e  p r o v i d e  
f o r  such assumptions? D idn ' t  h e  care t o  check? While t h e  
f i r s t  assumption seems correct, and  conf i rmed by Cuer re i ro  
i n  t h i s  Bu l le t in  (1985). t h e  second i s  not .  Wordl ists o f  
these two languages, col lected by myself, show less t h a n  

/ 30% cognates. Now, one sees n o  reason w h y  t h e  Punan 
Lisum and  t h e  Kenyah Lepo Timai should have a similar 
l anguage  since the  Lisum came a long way across f r o m  
Sarawak n o t  so long ago and  c o n t r a r y  t o  what  Hoffman 
states, have had there fore  on ly  a recent  association w i t h  
the  Lepo Timai. Th i s  t yp i ca l  case o f  i nsu f f i c i en t  invest iga-  
tion, fol lowed b y  hasty  conclusions, inev i tab ly  casts a d o u b t  
on t h e  r e s t  o f  h is  assumptions t h a t  h e  fa i l s  t o  s u p p o r t  w i t h  
an acceptable evidence. 



.! 3. Hoffman and  Time 

As f o r  languages, Hoffman offers a number  o f  b l u n t  
statements concerning t h e  h i s to ry  of the  nomadic g r o u p s  h e  
has surveyed.  Some of those statements appear groundless.  
He was told, he wr i t es  (emphasis mine), by Kenyah Lepo T a u  
t h a t  t h e y  a n d  t h e  Punan Oho are  descendants o f  a common 
ancestor ( 1983: 77 : these two people have been economically 
symbiot ic f o r  as long as anyone can remember I 1984: 131 ; h e  
was told, again by t h e  Punan Lisum t h a t  t h e y  and  t h e  -- 
Kenyah Lepo Timai have always had  the  same customs a n d  
almost t h e  same language. t h a t  t hey  were " the  same people" 
( 1983: 78; 1984: 133). However, he  acknowledges t h a t  t h e  
Punan Oho (1983:26) and t h e  Lisum (1983:29) came f r o m  
Sarawak  ( w h i l e  t h e  K e n y a h  did n o t ) .  H a d  H o f f m a n  
invest igated f u r t h e r  in languages, he  would have  f o u n d  o u t  
t h a t  Punan Oho a n d  Punan Lisum languages n o t  on l y  show 
m a r k e d  a f f i n i t y  11983: 281, but a r e  one language ( m y  
wordl is ts  a r e  clear enough on t h i s ) .  I n  f ac t  t h e  Punan Oho 
a r e  L i s u m .  H a d  h e  inves t iga ted f u r t h e r  in t h e i r  o ra l  
t r ad i t i on  and  i n  t h e  l i terature,  he  would have d iscovered 
t h a t  t h e  Punan Lisum l i ved  in t h e  Belaga area of Sarawak 
and lef t  between 1910 and  1920 t o  sett le in t h e  Apo Kayan 
and  s t a r t  t h e i r  "af f i l ia t ion"  t o  t h e  Lepo T a u  (see Deshon, 
1901 a, 1901 b: Anonymous, 1907: Elshout, 1926:243). 

The  Punan of t h e  M u r u n g  have been se t t led  since t h e  
1930s. according t o  Hoffman (1983:29), and  t h i s  i s  t r u e  o f  
those of Tumbang Topus (who were t h e  last  t o  d o  s o l .  B u t  
Hoffman states that, be ing  p a r t  o f  t h e  same c u l t u r e  complex 
as t h e  S i a n g  a n d  O t  Danum, t h e y  h a v e  " s i n c e  t i m e  
immemorial" b u r i e d  t h e i r  dead in t h e  O t  Danum fashion, t h a t  
i s  w i th  a major feast  inc lud ing  t h e  sacri f ice o f  a number o f  
pigs, o r  even a buf fa lo (1983:94-95). Who e v e r  hea rd  o f  
fo res t  nomads b reed ing  p i g s  and buffaloes? With some more 
i ns igh t  in t h e i r  o ra l  t r ad i t i on  (and  a bit o f  common sense), 
Hoffman would have learnt,  as I did, tha t  t h e  Punan of t h e  
upper  M u r u n g  were "af f i l ia ted" t o  t h e  Long-Gelat of t h e  
Mahakam long  before fa l l ing  under  t h e  cu l t u ra l  in f luence o f  
t he  Ot Danum, and t h a t  t hey  d i d  no t  adopt t h e  O t  Danum 
t y p e  o f  funera ls  before 1900. t h a t  i s  about 30 vears a f t e r  
t he  establishment of t h e  f i r s t  Punan v i l lage ( i e e  Sellato. 
1986 : 222 thru 288 1 .  

B u t  it a p p e a r s  t h a t  H o f f m a n  i s  n o t  in te res ted i n  
h i s to ry .  Such a lack o f  concern  f o r  t h e  h is to r ica l  back-  
g r o u n d  o f  t h e  local g r o u p s  h e  v i s i t e d  i s  puzzl ing,  as h e  i s  
supposed t o  show u s  what  none o f  u s  has e v e r  been able t o  
see, t h a t  is, t h e  real  o r i g i n  o f  t h e  nomads o f  Borneo.  

/ 4. Hoffman in t h e  M ind  

Now, w h y  is  it t h a t  Hoffman does no t  care about  t h e  
l i terature,  l ingu is t i cs  o r  h i s t o r y ?  A hint was p r o v i d e d  t o  
me d u r i n g  one of my v i s i t s  t o  a Punan M u r u n g  vil lage, some 
t ime af ter  Hoffman's v i s i t .  He h a d  spent  j u s t  a couple o f  

: days  in t h a t  pa r t i cu la r  vi l lage. As  I was look ing  f o r  e lde r l y  
people t o  in terv iew, we came t o  t a l k  about  him. E x t r a c t  i f r o m  my  notebook: 

I Q: D i d  h e  ask quest ions? 
A:  Not  much: he  t o l d  u s  s tor ies  about  o ther  s u k u .  

Q: What quest ions did h e  ask?  
A :  Oh, he  did no t  ask, he  knew al ready e v e r y t h i n g  

about  us. 

T h i s  candid, mat ter-of- fact  statement shows where t h e  
h e a r t  o f  t h e  problem p robab ly  l ies. T h i s  i s  also w h y  
Hoffman ca r r i ed  ou t  h i s  f i e l dwork  t h e  way h e  did, s u r v e y i n g  
a score o f  scat tered groups,  among whom h e  spent  but a 
few days  o r  weeks, instead o f  f ocus ing  o n  one chosen g roup .  
He went  t o  t h e  f ield, n o t  in o r d e r  t o  check h i s  p re l im ina ry  
ideas and theories, but in search o f  some selected b i t s  of 
in format ion t o  suppor t  them. And, s u r e  enough, h e  f o u n d  
what  he  wanted. T h i s  i s  w h y  we come across so many 
statements l i k e  "I was t o l d  tha t . .  .I1, " they  ins is ted  tha t . .  .", 
"They say tha t . .  .It, w i thou t  f u r t h e r  cross-checking . In h i s  
po in t  o f  view, Hoffman i s  sat is f ied w i t h  t h a t .  Consistent ly ,  

I h e  c a r e f u l l y  a v o i d s  p r o v i d i n g  speci f ic  e thnograph ic  o r  
l ingu is t i c  data ( i f  he eve r  col lected i t )  beyond  t h e  scope of 
vague general i t ies, and  so t h i s  w o r k  p rov ides  u s  w i t h  no 
new data. Evidently, as has been shown f o r  speci f ic  cases 
above,  s u c h  d a t a  w o u l d  h a v e  c o n t r a d i c t e d  h i s  i d 6 e s  
pr6concues. 

When Hoffman set o f f  f o r  t h e  f ield, h e  h a d  a l ready 
d iscarded al l  t h e  e thnograph ic  da ta  on  Borneo nomads, as 



h a v i n g  been  col lected by amateurs. "The subject  was 
obviously ready f o r  some clar i f icat ion a t  the  hands o f  ' real '  
anthropologists" ( 1983: 7 ) .  May t h e  gods o f  t h e  Punan ( if 
t h e y  have a n y )  p ro tec t  u s  f rom t h a t  b r a n d  o f  anthropo- 
logists. I would r a t h e r  r e l y  on data collected b y  amateurs. 

5.  Hoffman ( a n d  Borneo Nomads) i n  General 

As we have by now establ ished t h a t  Hoffman's data a r e  
n o t  reliable, we can proceed t o  discuss his in terpre ta t ion .  
Some may d e c i d e  t h a t ,  t h e  f o r m e r  not  p r o v i d i n g  f i r m  
ground, t h e  la t te r  shou ld  no t  b e  considered. However, I 
f e e l  t h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  i ssues  t h a t  a r e  w o r t h  a b r i e f  
discussion. 

A specif ic hunter -gatherer  cu l tu re  o r  not? 

I am n o t  i n tend ing  t o  g i v e  he re  a discussion al ready 
developed a t  length  in my dissertat ion (1986) and  in m y  
b o o k  ( i n  p r e s s ) .  T h e r e  t h e  reader will f i n d  complete 
b ib l iographical  references tha t  cannot b e  inc luded here f o r  
lack o f  room. 

A f i r s t  p o i n t  i s  unquestionable: apar t  f rom some 
h e a d h u n t i n g  pack on t h e  war p a t h  o r  a Kenyah fami ly  
occasional ly  go ing  t o  t h e  jungle f o r  a year, nobody in 
Borneo, but t h e  nomads, permanently obtains h i s  subsistence 
f rom t h e  p r imary  fo res t .  T h i s  po in t  i s  a l ready discrimi- 
na t ing  p e r  se. Not  on l y  i s  t h e  fo res t  a viable environment, 
but it allows f o r  a complete subsistence autarky .  T h i s  too 
i s  a po in t  t h a t  nobody who i s  aware of recent  studies on 
the  nomads o f  Borneo can deny.  Harrisson himself, t h e  
in i t ia tor  o f  t h e  theo ry  o f  "secondary p r im i t i v i t y "  concerning 
the  Borneo nomads ( 19491, acknowledged t h a t  none o f  t h e  
th ree main t r a d e  items ( salt, tobacco, metal ) i s  absolute ly 
indispensable t o  them ( 1949: 139). Besides, it i s  establ ished 
that, t o  t h i s  day, some nomadic g roups  s t i l l  have  v e r y  l i t t l e  
t rade  ac t iv i ty .  

Al though Hoffman dismisses too hast i ly  t h e  sago, t h e  
nomads' main staple diet, it i s  t r u e  t h a t  many h igh land r i c e  
cu l t i va tors  also reso r t  t o  it i n  case o f  famine. A n d  it i s  
n o t  comple te ly  w r o n g  t h a t  "none  o f  t h e  s u b s i s t e n c e  

techniques.. . are  pecul iar  t o  Punan alone" (1983:58), a t  least 
nowadays. L e t  u s  note, however, t h a t  h istor ical  i n t e r -  
bo r row ing  of techniques has occur red.  Fish-nets and f i sh -  
t raps  are  recent  bor rowings among some Penan (Nicolaisen 
1976a:50), as i s  perhaps t h e  f ish-hook.  So i s  t h e  canoe, as 
a score of au thors  have noted. General ly speaking, t h e  
nomads, con t ra ry  t o  Hoffman's statement, feel v e r y  uneasy 
when t rave l l i ng  by r i v e r  and  many cannot  swim. T h e  f a c t  
that. in some groups, women h u n t  a n d  f i s h  l i k e  ( i f  n o t  as 
much as)  men also shows a notable d iscrepancy w i t h  t h e  
agr icu l tu ra l is ts '  habits. Vegetal poisons, b o t h  f o r  hunting 
a n d  f i s h i n g ,  p e r t a i n  t o  a f o r e s t  technology, t h a t  has 
probab ly  been on ly  p a r t l y  t r a n s f e r r e d  b y  t h e  nomads t o  t h e  
agr icul tura l is ts,  t h e  la t te r  s t i l l  o f ten  acqu i r i ng  t h e  poisons 
b y  t rade.  Now, what sense can b e  made o f  t h i s  statement, 
o f t e n  found  i n  the  l i terature,  t h a t  t h e  nomads have an 
avers ion f o r  t h e  taste of rice, if t h e y  were former r ice-  
cu l t i va tors? 

As f o r  social and cu l tu ra l  features, it seems ev ident  
t h a t  t he  nomads have heav i ly  bo r rowed  f rom whatever o the r  
g r o u p  t h e y  have been i n  re lat ions w i th .  T h i s  can account 
f o r  " the broad divergence among Punan g roups  w i th  respect  
t o  customs su r round ing  marriage, divorce, death, bu r ia l . .  ." 
( Hoffman,, 1983: 109). B u t  had Hoffman read  t h e  l i t e ra tu re  
more extensively o r  i nqu i red  more i n -dep th  in t h e  f ield, h e  
would have f o u n d  t h a t  what  he cal ls " the  b u r y - a n d - r u n  t y p e  
o f  funeral"  (1983:95) or, as I would  r a t h e r  write, "leave t h e  
corpse and  run", i s  a widespread a t t i t ude  among nomadic 
g r o u p s  al l  over  Borneo (see a number o f  references i n  
Sellato, 1986:496-4971, t h e  dead person's h u t  o r  t h e  whole 
camp be ing  pu l led  down o r  no t  be fore  be ing  abandoned. 
T h i s  a t t i t ude  i s  i n  s t rong  cont ras t  t o  t h a t  o f  t h e  var ious  
g roups  of agr icul tura l is ts,  who genera l ly  ho ld  r i t ua l s  t o  
accompany t h e  soul o f  t h e  deceased t o  i t s  r e s t i n g  place a n d  
m a i n t a i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  it. A number  o f  o the r  issues. 
concerning marr iage and  bridewealth, social organizat ion a n d  
s y s t e m  o f  leadership, t e r r i t o r i a l i t y ,  col lect ive act ivi t ies, 
endogamous practices, could be ra ised here  and argued upon  
t o  suggest  t h a t  t he  nomads o f  Borneo represent  a cu l tu ra l  
a n d  soc ia l  t y p e  q u i t e  d i s t i nc t  f rom those o f  t h e  ag r i -  
cu l tu ra l is ts .  

T h e  problem of  "Punan" languages should be b r i e f l y  
discussed here.  As we have seen above, t h e  languages of 



t h e  Lisum and t h a t  o f  t he  Kenyah Lepo Timai, allegedly " the 
same people", are qu i te  d i f fe rent .  I n  many cases, t he re  i s  
no par t icu lar  l ingu is t ic  a f f i n i t y  between a g i ven  nomadic ( o r  
formerly nomadic) g r o u p  and t h e  geographically, economi- 
cal ly o r  pol i t ica l ly  closest agr icu l tu ra l is t  g roup.  On the  
other hand, nomadic groups, res id ing at  a great  distance 
f rom o n e  another, may share the  same language. The  
Beketan, fo rmer ly  associated w i th  t h e  lban o f  t h e  Rejang 
and now on  t h e  Balui, and those l i v i n g  now on t h e  Belayan 
speak t h e  same language and share a common h is tory .  The  
Bukat  on the  Kapuas, those o f  t he  Balui and those o f  t he  
Mahakam are h istor ical ly  t h e  same g roup  and  al l  speak t h e  
Buka t  language, a l though they  have been associated w i t h  
var ious g roups  o f  agr icu l tu ra l is ts .  So the  nomads have t h e i r  
o w n  languages and  language groups tha t  are, in many 
instances, d is t inc t ive .  It cannot b e  denied, however, t h a t  
each s p e c i f i c  "Punan"  l anguage  may h a v e  u n d e r g o n e  
transformations u n d e r  t h e  inf luence o f  languages o f  neigh- 
b o r i n g  sedentary groups, and t h a t  some "Punan'l languages 
are  actual ly re lated t o  those o f  some sedentary groups.  

As a conclusion t o  the  l ines above, I suggest t h a t  1 )  
t h e  subs is tence  economy o f  t h e  nomads may have been 
t o t a l l y  autonomous before  t h e  in t roduct ion  o f  new tech- 
nological items l i ke  metal, and tha t  t he  nomads may have 
therefore l i ved wi thout  any t rade  contact w i t h  outsiders; 2 )  
the  nomads o f  Borneo per ta in  t o  a cu l tu ra l  e n t i t y  o f  hun te r -  
ga therers  t h a t  i s  d i s t i nc t  f rom that l those o f  t h e  su r round ing  
agr icul tura l is ts;  and  3 )  t h i s  hunter -gatherer  cu l tu re  i s  un ique 
throughout  Borneo. 

The  importance o f  t rade? 

Markets for  f o res t  p roducts  already existed on t h e  
coasts o f  Borneo ove r  a millennium ago. A t  t ha t  time, as 
pr imary forests were much more extended than  they  a r e  now 
(see what Hildebrand, 1982:34, wr i tes  about i t ) ,  such a t rade  
involved nomadic bands l i v i n g  on  t h e  pe r iphe ry  o f  sedentary 
settlements, on t h e  middle reaches o f  r ivers,  whi le deep 
hinter land bands, such as those o f  the  Ml i l ler  mountains, 
may have remained fo r  a long time v i r t ua l l y  untouched by 
the  t rade networks.  

S u c h  remote  bands did use stone implements u n t i l  
recent  times ( Nicolaisen, 1976a:44; 1976b:229), as did some 
isolated h igh land agr icu l tu ra l is ts  l i k e  t h e  Kelabi t  I Harrisson, 
1984:317). I n  some places, t h e  dogs a re  also a recent  
in t roduct ion  t o  those g roups  (see references i n  Sellato, i n  
p ress ) .  The  absence of metal and t h e  dog  suggests, if no t  a 
t o t a l  l a c k  o f  contac t ,  a t  least a marked isolat ion f rom 
regional t rade  networks.  Later, w i t h  t h e  reduct ion  o f  t h e  
p r imary  fo res t  owing t o  agr icu l tu ra l is ts '  p rogress  toward  the  
i n t e r i o r  a n d  t h e  s e d e n t a r i z a t i o n l  p r o g r e s s  toward  the  
i n te r i o r  and the  sedentarizat ion o f  per iphera l  nomads, t h e  
remote  bands  o f  t h e  h in te r l and  came progress ive ly  i n to  
contact w i t h  t h e  agr icu l tu ra l is ts  a n d  became invo lved  i n  
t rade act iv i t ies.  

I h a v e  t e n t a t i v e l y  recons t ruc ted  t h e  processes o f  
economic change among such a band.  T h e  reader  w i l l  find a 
fully developed discussion w i t h  specif ic h istor ical  cases in 
Sellato, 1986 and i n  press. Here on ly  a s h o r t  summary wi l l  
b e  g iven.  Obtain ing metal and  dogs f rom the i r  neighbors, 
t h e  nomads no t  on l y  had t o  p a y  f o r  them but, a t  t h e  same 
t ime, w e r e  g i v e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y ,  w i t h  those new and 
e f f i c i e n t  technological implements, t o  save t ime on  t h e i r  
subsistence act iv i t ies and devote it t o  commercial col lect ing. 
I n  what may seem a paradoxical step, se t t l ing  down and 
t a k i n g  u p  some s imple  a g r i c u l t u r a l  pract ices (cassava, 
banana) allowed them t o  devote more t ime t o  t h e  col lect ing 
f o r  t rade.  In a la ter  stage, some o f  these g roups  took up 
r i ce  cu l t i va t ion  and subsequently, becoming more o r  less 
fully agr icul tura l is ts,  abandoned progress ive ly  t h e  t r a d e  o f  
fo res t  p roduc ts  o r  re layed it t o  o the r  more isolated, s t i l l  
nomadic, bands and  acted t h e n  as middlemen. 

B u t  many nomadic o r  hal f -set t led bands, once t h e y  had 
become col lectors f o r  trade, did no t  care t o  swi tch  t o  f u l l e r  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r a c t i c e s  and, instead, developed a mixed 
economy, i nc lud ing  col lect ing f o r  t r a d e  a n d  a subsistence 
system combining w i ld  sago and  cu l t i va ted cassava ( w i t h  o r  
w i thout  some paddy ) . 

So it seems un l ike ly  t h a t  " the  existence o f  'Punan' 
g roups  in Borneo arose in i t i a l l y  f r o m  t h e  demand fo r  var ious  
jung le  products .  .IN (Hoffman, 1983: 197), o r  t h a t  "it i s  t rade  

1 t h a t  h a s  genera ted  the  pa r t i cu la r  t y p e  o f  h u n t i n g  and 

I ga the r ing  adaptat ion. .I1 ( 1983: 164).  However, in my opinion, 

I 



it is  cor rec t  t o  assume, as Hoffman d i d  (1983:171) against  
Needham ( 1972: 177-781, t h a t  t h e  "Punan" ( a t  least those who 
had already become llprofessional" collectors fo r  t r ade  and  
were under  pressure  t o  take u p  agr icu l tu re)  chose t o  remain 
nomadic, o r  a t  least semi-nomadic, in o rde r  t o  c a r r y  on  
t h e i r  t r ade  act iv i t ies.  B u t  we should not  f o r g e t  t h a t  a 
n u m b e r  o f  nomadic g r o u p s  s t i l l  today  have but a v e r y  
l imited t r a d i n g  ( o r  o the r  ) in teract ion w i th  outs iders.  

Relations between hunter -ga therers  and  agr icu l tu ra l i s ts  

Let  us now. in light o f  t h e  pages above, evaluate what 
Hoffman misleadingly cal ls "af f i l ia t ion"  of a nomadic band  t o  
a sedentary g roup .  We have seen t h a t  t h i s  af f i l ia t ion was 
o r i g i n a l l y ,  in  mos t  o f  t h e  cases, nei ther  cu l t u ra l  n o r  
l inguist ic .  I t  was economic and  pol i t ical.  T h e  processes o f  
t he  establishment of economic and  pol i t ical domination o f  
the  sedentary ag r i cu l t u ra l i s t s  over  t h e  nomads have been 
descr ibed in deta i l  in my  disser tat ion ( 1986: 501 -513). T h e  
main out l ines a re  g i v e n  he re  below. It appears t h a t  t r a d e  
forms t h e  s t a r t i n g  po in t  of t h i s  domination. 

T o  t h e  demand f rom t h e  coasts f o r  fo res t  products, t h e  
agr icu l tu ra l i s ts  seem t o  have responded in two  ways: e i ther  
t hey  themselves went o u t  t o  t h e  pr imary  fo res t  t o  col lect 
( l i k e  t h e  "pioneer" Iban, o r  t h e  populat ions of t h e  upper  
Bar i to) ,  o r  t hey  establ ished connections w i th  ne ighbor ing  
nomads ( i f  t he re  were any around)  who would collect f o r  
them ( t h a t  was t h e  case w i th  most Kayan-Kenyah g roups ) .  
We should keep i n  mind t h a t  it i s  t h e  agr icu l tu ra l i s ts  who 
pr imar i l y  need t h i s  t rade  w i t h  t h e  nomads, s ince t h e y  act  as 
middlemen (anc ien t  sources made t h i s  c lear ) .  Par t i cu la r ly  in 
t h e  case o f  s t r a t i f i e d  s e d e n t a r y  societ ies,  t h i s  t rade  
r e p r e s e n t e d  a big p a r t  o f  t h e  ar is tocrats '  income ( a n d  
re lated p res t i ge ) .  T h e  chief  Kwing l r a n g  o f  t h e  Mahakam 
Kayan,  who  h a d  n o  nomads a r o u n d ,  h a d  t o  c a l l  f o r  
professional col lectors f rom the  Bar i to  t o  come and exp lo i t  
the  fo res t  resources of h i s  t e r r i t o r y  ( Nieuwenhuis, 1904-07 : 1, 
276). 

The  agr icu l tu ra l i s ts  reso r t  t o  var ious st rategies t o  l u r e  
t h e  nomads t o  t hem a n d  es tab l ish  themselves as t h e i r  
patrons.  Economic st rategies invo lved se t t ing  t h e  nomads in 
the  si tuat ion o f  debtors  b y  p r o v i d i n g  them w i t h  t rade  items, 

inc luding,  besides iron, sal t  and  dogs, such  th ings  as tobacco 
and  beads, t h a t  t h e y  shou ld  p a y  f o r  in fo res t  p roducts .  
T h i s  u t a n q  ( o r  c r e d i t )  system i s  s t i l l  in use  today.  Pol i t ical 
s t rategies inc luded alliance, b o t h  by blood-exchange and  
marr iage ( the re fo re  Hoffman's content ion  t h a t  nomads a n d  
a g r i c u l t u r a l i s t s  h a v e  common ancestors, 1983:77), t h a t  
p r e v e n t e d  t h e  nomads f r o m  l o o k i n g  f o r  o the r  t r a d i n g  
par tners .  In f u r t h e r  stages o f  contact, af ter  some i n t e r -  
mar r i age ,  w i t h  i n - m a r r y i n g  a g r i c u l t u r a l i s t s  becoming  
prominent  leaders of t h e  ha l f -se t t led  nomads and  re in fo rc ing  
t h e  cont ro l  over  forest  resources, pol i t ica l  domination was 
added t o  economic domination, and  t h e  nomads were d r a w n  
in to  t h e i r  pa t rons1 armed confl icts, head- o r  s lave-hunt ing  
ra ids  against  o the r  g roups .  In la ter  stages, a long w i t h  t h e  
p r o c e s s  o f  s e d e n t a r i z a t i o n ,  t h e  f o r m e r  nomads w e r e  
pol i t ica l ly  and  f i na l l y  cu l t u ra l l y  i n teg ra ted  t o  t h e i r  patrons.  

B u t  pa t rons  sometimes become too  demanding, o r  s t a r t  
t a k i n g  heads among " the i r "  nomads, a n d  t h e  l a t t e r  may 
decide t o  move t o  another watershed a n d  establ ish re lat ions 
w i t h  another sedentary g roup .  T h e  Punan Kohi  of t h e  
Langasa deserted t h e i r  Uma' Su l i ng  pa t rons  who t rea ted  
them l i ke  slaves. Conversely, if a speci f ic  sedentary g r o u p  
a p p e a r s  t o  b e  a good patron,  a nomadic b a n d  may b e  
convinced t o  move along w i t h  them t o  a new area. 

Another po in t  needs f u r t h e r  c la r i f i ca t ion .  Nomadic 
g roups  are  def in i te ly  no t  res t r i c ted  t o  a g i v e n  t r a c t  o f  
t e r r i t o r y .  Some may  move  o v e r  l ong  distances: t h e  
Beketan, f o r  instance, h a v i n g  l e f t  t h e  middle Rejang. went  
as f a r  as t h e  Belayan in East  Kalimantan; t h e  L isum moved 
o v e r  a similar distance, b e i n g  acquainted successively w i t h  a 
number o f  d i f f e ren t  patrons.  

Final ly, what  remains o f  Hoffman's "af f i l ia t ion"? Not  
ethnic, no t  cul tura l ,  no t  l inguist ic ,  t h i s  af f i l ia t ion i s  on l y  o f  
a pol i t ica l -economic n a t u r e  and  i s  l imi ted in time, more 
o f ten  than  no t  j us t  a matter  of con junc ture :  it i s  because 
t h e  Lisum were d r i v e n  o u t  o f  Sarawak b y  t h e  l ban  t h a t  t h e y  
took re fuge  near t h e  Kenyah Lepo Tau; t h e  var ious  bands of 
Punan o f  t h e  u p p e r  M u r u n g  moved back and f o r t h  across 
t h e  w a t e r s h e d  b e t w e e n  t h e  Mahakam a n d  t h e  M u r u n g  
because t h e  Long-Gelat a n d  t h e  O t  Danum were  competing 
t o  b e  t h e i r  patrons.  As  t h e  nomads commonly wander in an  
enclave between t h e  te r r i t o r i es  o f  several  sedentary  groups.  



t h e y  usua l ly  can choose the i r  patrons.  Hoffman's assump- 
t i o n  t h a t  "each g r o u p  known as 'Punanl has tended t o  
con f i ne  i tse l f  t o  a t r a c t  o f  p r imary  fo res t  adjacent and 
contiguous ( s i c )  t o  an area occupied b~ 2 specif ic sedentary 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  people . . . w i t h  whom t h e  'Punan' g r o u p  i s  
aff i l iated" ( 1983:47; emphasis or ig ina l  is t hen  def in i te ly  
misleading. 

Devolut ion? 

Now, what  can be  said of those concepts o f  "cu l tu ra l  
devolut ion", "secondary pr imi t i v i ty " ,  o r  "secondary h u n t e r -  
gatherers"  in t h e  con tex t  o f  Borneo? 

A basic premise in Hoffman's ten ta t ive  rev i ta l izat ion o f  
those ideas i s  t h e  combination o f  Harr isson's technological 
arguments I1949 and  B lus t ' s  conclusion t h a t  t h e  Austrone- 
sians who populated Borneo were already r ice-cu l t i va tors  
(1976). Technology a n d  comparative l ingu is t i cs  became al l ies 
t o  make  t h e  nomads c l e a r l y  d e r i v i n g  f r o m  s e d e n t a r y  
ag r i cu l t u ra l  peoples ( Hoffman, 1983: 195). 

A s  f o r  t h e  technological arguments, namely t h a t  a 
c u l t u r e  u s i n g  a hardwood blowpipe could no t  ex i s t  w i thout  
t h e  p r i o r  knowledge o f  metal lurgy, I have suggested ( in  
press)  t h a t  t h e  hardwood blowpipe may have replaced, when 
metal became available, e i ther  a bamboo blowpipe similar t o  
t h a t  used by some O r a n g  Asli, o r  t h e  bow and arrow, t h e  
former existence o f  wh ich  may be  induced b y  some evidence 
[see Nicolaisen, 1976a:49; 1976b:230; AvBand King, 1986: 127 1 .  
The  sophist icated poison technology o f  t he  nomads, in any  
case, suggests a weapon w i t h  poisoned arrows.  As  it i s  
most l i ke l y  t h a t  some g r o u p s  have managed t o  s u r v i v e  u n t i l  
no t  so long ago w i t h  stone axes t o  fe l l  the  sago trees, and  
w i th  bamboo o r  f i re -hardened spears and no  dogs t o  ca tch  
game, it may t h e n  well b e  t h a t  t h e  hardwood blowpipe i s  a 
re la t ive ly  recent  t ransformat ion o r  adaptat ion o f  a fo rmer  
t y p e  o f  weapon, t h e  way t h e  modern h u n t  w i t h  dogs i s  a 
modified vers ion  o f  t h e  fo rmer  beat hunt. 

T h e  l i n g u i s t i c  argument f i na l l y  can also b e  t u r n e d  
around. U n t i l  someone can p r o v e  t h a t  t h e  nomads actual ly  
came t o  Borneo as r i ce -cu l t i va t i ng  Austronesians, t h e  o n l y  
conclusion o f  B l u s t  i s  t h a t  t h e  nomads ( o r  a t  least t h e  

Penan) speak an Austronesian language. T h i s  does no t  take  
us  v e r y  f a r .  T h e  Nor the rn  French,  be ing  o f  Cel t ic  and 
Germanic e thn ic  stock, speak a La t i n  language and  adhere 
t o  a re l ig ion  coming f rom t h e  Or ien t .  A g i v e n  g r o u p  may 
be  o f  e thn ic  o r i g i n  A, speak language B and  have been 
assimilated b y  c u l t u r e  C, and one cannot  i n f e r  a n  e thn i c  
o r i g in  f rom a language. Then, t h e r e  i s  absolute ly  n o  f i r m  
g r o u n d  t o  conclude f o r  " cu l t u ra l  devolut ion" .  Hoffman 
h i m s e l f  seems t o  s t e p  b a c k  f r o m  h i s  ca tegor ica l  1983 
conclusions t o  a s l i gh t l y  more caut ious " they  remain and 
poss ib ly  even became nomads in o r d e r  t o  t rade"  ( 1984: 142; 
emphasis mine).  

Hoffman goes on  in t roduc ing ,  paral le l  t o  t h e  opposi t ion 
be tween  "pr imary"  a n d  "secondary hunter -ga therers" ,  a 
second opposi t ion between "subsistence hunter -ga therers"  
a n d  "commercial hunter -ga therers" .  Whereas t h i s  may have 
a relevance in o ther  p a r t s  o f  t h e  world, I have  suggested 
t h a t  in Borneo b o t h  ex is ted  and  s t i l l  e x i s t  s ide by side, and 
t h a t  t h e  same people, d iachronical ly  o r  j u s t  geographical ly ,  
sh i f t ed  slowly f rom t h e  former t o  t h e  l a t t e r :  i n  t h e  f i r s t  
hal f  o f  t h e  19th century ,  some B u k a t  were a l ready assimi- 
l a t e d  t o  t h e  ne ighbor ing  Kayan, some were hal f -set t led 
upstream as col lectors for .  trade, whi le some o the rs  were 

i roaming as f u l l y  nomadic subsistence hun te r -ga the re rs  a t  t h e  
sources o f  t h e  Mendalam r i v e r .  

Now, if we do have t o  consider  some s o r t  o r  o ther  o f  
"evolution", I would then  completely agree w i t h  Bros ius  in 
t h a t  al l  ex i s t i ng  h is tor ical  evidence leads one t o  conclude 
that,  a t  least d u r i n g  t h e  last  two o r  t h ree  centuries, t h e  
nomadic g r o u p s  of Borneo have been progress ive ly  se t t l i ng  
and, as I have shown in t h e  case o f  t h e  Aoheng (19861, t h e  
process had  al ready begun  well be fore  t h e  D u t c h  colonial 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  t o o k  t h e  m a t t e r  f r o m  t h e  hands of t h e  

I ag r i cu l t u ra l  g roups.  
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1 

Some years  ago, Car l  Hoffman presented a Ph.  D .  thesis, 
i n  which i s  pa id  special a t ten t ion  t o  t h e  i d e n t i t y  and  h i s t o r y  
of t h e  Punan o f  Borneo. He t h e r e  suggests t h a t  " the  
existence o f  'Punan' g roups  in Borneo arose i n i t i a l l y  f rom 
t h e  demand f o r  var ious  jung le  p roduc ts  des i red  b y  Chinese" 
(1983a:197). T h e  Punan a re  the re fo re  no t  a homogeneous 
g r o u p  o f  abo r ig ina l s ,  but a heterogeneous ca tegory  of 
"secondary" o r  "commercial" h u n t e r s  and  gatherers .  A t  an 
ear ly  stage, t h e  large-scale t r a d e  in f o r e s t  p roduc ts  led 
ind iv idua ls  and  g r o u p s  o f  sedentary  swidden cu l t i va to rs  t o  
specialize in t h e  col lect ion o f  these p roduc ts .  T h e  t rade  
created a n iche t h a t  demanded a nomadic existence, and  
t h a t  n iche became occupied by p rev ious l y  sedentary  peoples. 
Hoffman isolates several  f ac to rs  which, accord ing  t o  him, 
suppor t  h i s  hypothesis, such  as t h e  racial, c u l t u r a l  and  
l ingu is t i c  similar i t ies t h a t  e x i s t  between separate g r o u p s  of 
Punan a n d  t h e i r  immediate sedentary  neighbors.  Several  of 
h i s  arguments a re  v e r y  convincing, a n d  o n  t h e  whole it 
appears s t range t h a t  these quest ions have  n o t  p rev ious ly  
been discussed ser iously and  a t  length .  H i s  thes is  makes an 
important  contr ibut ion,  n o t  least t h r o u g h  p o i n t i n g  o u t  t h e  
inadequacy o f  ear l ier  in te rpre ta t ions .  

A l though Hoffman r e f e r s  pa r t i cu la r l y  t o  h i s  own data, 
collected among several g r o u p s  o f  Punan in East and  Cent ra l  
Kalimantan ( 1983a:21-331, he  i s  "concerned p r imar i l y  w i t h  
t r y i n g  t o  determine j us t  who exact ly  these 'Punan' a re  and 
what  t h e y  mean i n  terms of t h e  e thnograph ic  p i c t u r e  of 
Borneo as a whole" (op .  c i t .  15). H is  main arguments t h u s  
deal w i t h  Punan in general .  

I f ind it r a t h e r  un fo r tuna te  t h a t  Hoffman neglects 
t a k i n g  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  t h o s e  e m p i r i c a l  d a t a  t h a t  
c o n t r a d i c t  o r  o b s t r u c t  h i s  o w n  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  It is  
pa r t i cu la r l y  odd  t h a t  he  pays  no a t ten t ion  t o  Needham's 
d isser ta t ion  o r  t h e  th ree  papers presented b y  Johannes 

r 



Nicolaisen - t h e  on ly  studies on t h e  Punan, based on long- 
term f ie ldwork  in t h e  classical sense. ( 2 )  In addition, Peter 
K e d i t ' s  s u r v e y  o n  t h e  P u n a n  o f  G u n u n g  Mulu i s  no t  
mentioned - a s t u d y  t h a t  presents important  material f o r  
Hoffman's discussion. 

DISCUSSION 

Some examples o f  data, (mainly from Sarawak) t h a t  
contradict  o r  obs t ruc t  Hoffman's arguments concerning t h e  
h is tory  and o r i g i n  o f  t he  Punan i n  general, follow below. 

T r a d i t i o n a l  p a t t e r n s  o f  res idence .  Accord ing t o  
Hof fman, "each g r o u p  known as 'Punan' has tended t o  
conf ine  i tsel f  t o  a t r a c t  o f  p r imary  forest adjacent and 
cont iguous t o  an area occupied by  a specif ic- sedentary 
agr icu l tu ra l  people" ( 1983a:47; o f  104). Th i s  would indicate, 
according t o  Hoffman, a common or ig in .  The  argument i s  
no t  pa r t i cu la r l y  convincing, however, as the re  may b e  a 
v e r y  complex background.  A simple, synchronic descr ipt ion 
o f  t he  contemporary s i tuat ion i s  not  enough. I n  addition, 
several g roups  o f  Punan, such as those in t h e  Balui, l i ve  
qu i te  f a r  away f rom t h e i r  sedentary neighbors (Johannes 
Nicolaisen 1976b:35-40; Rousseau 1984:88). But, even where 
the  distance between g roups  i s  qu i te  short, t h i s  does n o t  
necessarily mean t h a t  t he re  a re  regular contacts (Needham 

I 1965:71). 

I Hoffman also argues t h a t  d i f f e ren t  g roups  o f  Punan 
have contact on l y  w i th  t h e i r  sedentary neighbors, a n d  n o t  
w i th  each o ther .  Some g roups  "cannot recal l  hav ing  had 
much of any contact w i th  o ther  Punan a t  all" (1983a:112). 
There i s  no reason t o  doubt  this, b u t , i t  i s  no t  t r u e  f o r  a l l  
g r o u p s  o f  P u n a n  I cf .  Needham 1953:56-78). Johannes 
Nico la isen s t a t e s  t h a t  " v e r y  c lose c o n t a c t  a n d  some 
marriages are contracted even between members o f  g roups  
l i v ing  v e r y  f a r  f rom each other"  (1976b:41). 

correct; t h e  Punan are  a v e r y  heterogeneous category o f  
people. It does no t  te l l  us, however, whether a l l  g roups  o f  
Punan, o r  o n l y  some o f  them, o r  n o n e  o f  t h e m  a r e  
descended f rom t h e i r  sedentary neighbors.  In t h e  case of 
t h e  Kenyah in t h e  Apo Kayan area, t h e  l ingu is t ic  similar i t ies 
can b e  i n te rp re ted  t h e  o the r  way around (Whi t t ie r  1973:22f). 

It i s  also impor tant  t o  po in t  o u t  t h a t  i nd i v idua l  Punan 
normally speak several languages. Accord ing t o  Rousseau, 
they  a re  o f ten  eager t o  imitate t h e i r  neighbors, and "in 
a reas  w h e r e  K e n y a h  a r e  dominan t ,  . . . assimilation i s  
fac i l i ta ted by t h e  l ingu is t ic  simil i tudes between Kenyah and 
Penan" ( Rousseau 1975:42 1.  L ingu is t ic  s imi la r i ty  between 
nomads and  swidden cu l t i va to rs  i s  qu i te  a common pheno- 
menon, even when t h e  nomads a re  phys ica l ly  d ist inct ,  as i s  
t h e  case of t h e  Fi l ip ino-Negr i tos ( LeBar  11 :24). 

Why t h e  P u n a n  became h u n t e r s  a n d  q a t h e r e r s .  
Accord ing t o  Hoffman, t h e  sedentary Dayaks did n o t  have 
t h e  time t o  col lect f o res t  products;  t h e y  l i ved  too f a r  away 
f rom p r imary  fo res t  - where t h e  commercial p roduc ts  are  t o  
b e  found.  In addition, war fare  "kep t  ho r t i cu l tu ra l i s t s  more 
bound t o  t h e i r  regions than  t h e y  a re  today" (1984:143). 
T h i s  has "prevented most sedentary Dayak g roups  f rom be ing 
able t o  devote su f f i c ien t  a t ten t ion  and  energy  t o  ga the r ing  
jung le  products"  ( 1983a:136). T h i s  i s  also t h e  reason, 
a c c o r d i n g  t o  Hof fman,  w h y  s e d e n t a r y  a g r i c u l t u r a l i s t s  
b e c a m e  h u n t e r s  a n d  g a t h e r e r s :  " t h e y  spec ia l i zed"  
(1983a:164). 

T h e  cu l t i va t ion  o f  h i l l - r i ce  does n o t  in i tse l f  p reven t  
t h e  farmers f r o m  devo t ing  t ime t o  o t h e r  act ivi t ies, such  as 
t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  f o r e s t  p r o d u c e  ( c f .  Miles 1976:9-13; 
Freeman 1970). 1 would instead a r g u e  t h a t  o t h e r  factors-  
especial ly t h e  socially and  cu l tu ra l l y  de f ined motivat ions 
beh ind t h e  product ion  and  t h e  subsistence ac t iv i t ies  - p lay  a 
much more s ign i f i cant  ro le  in t h i s  con tex t  ( c f .  Sahl ins 1972; 
1978). If t h e  swidden cu l t i va to rs  p r e f e r  t o  obta in  forest  
produce " t h r o u g h  t h e  nomads" ( Rousseau 1974: 153). t h e  
reasons a re  p robab ly  more cu l tu ra l  t han  pract ical .  

1 L inqu is t ic  aff ini t ies. Hoffman concludes tha t  " l ingu is t ic  
evidence does no t  suppor t  t h e  assumption tha t  t h e  IPunan1 None of t h e  reasons g i ven  by Hoffman - time, distance 

comprise a single, un i fo rm people who are  ethnical ly  d i s t i nc t  1 and warfare - i s  a sat is factory explanation. T h e  swidden 

from sedentary agr icul tura l is ts"  ( 1983a:QO). Th is  i s  p robab ly  
I c u l t i v a t o r s  of B o r n e o  h a v e  t h e  t i m e  t o  g a t h e r  forest  



produce, and they  do not  always l ive par t icu lar ly  f a r  away 
f rom pr imary  jungle - especially not  i n  the  past. The  
prevalence of warfare, however, cer ta in ly had considerable 
effects on the  l ives o f  local peoples. Judg ing f rom St. John 
(1863). t he  Sarawak Gazette and o ther  sources, t h i s  i s  
par t icu lar ly  t r u e  f o r  t h e  19th century .  Earlier, during the  
17th and 18th centuries, p i rates "went p lunder ing vi l lages 
f o r  goods and slaves" I Ida Nicolaisen 1976 : 77 1, even as f a r  
in land as t h e  Belaga area. D u r i n g  t h i s  time. "T rad ing  was 
hampered a lmost  t o  a p o i n t  o f  stand-sti l l , a fac t  t h a t  
cer ta in ly had i t s  e f fec t  on  t h e  in land groups" ( i b id .  I. If 
war fa re  res t r i c ted  farmers' possibi l i t ies t o  gather  fo res t  
p roduce,  it p r o b a b l y  a lso r e s t r i c t e d  t h e  t rade  itself, 
sometimes "to a po in t  of stand-st i l l "  ( i b id .  1 .  

A n  i m p o r t a n t  aspec t  t o  c o n s i d e r  i n  relat ion t o  a 
proposed s h i f t  from swidden agr icu l tu re  t o  h u n t i n g  and 
gather ing  i s  t h e  implications t h i s  would have had f o r  t he  
women. However, Hoffman does not  include t h i s  aspect in 
his discussion (c f .  Johannes Nicolaisen 1976a:228, note 10). 

T r a d e  - t h e  c e n t e r  o f  Punan1s economy? T h e  
m i g r a t i o n s  a n d  s e t t l e m e n t - p a t t e r n s  o f  t h e  P u n a n  a re  
determined, according t o  Hoffman, by the i r  t r a d i n g  relat ions 
w i th  the i r  sedentary neighbors. Several  factors do  indicate 
tha t  movements a n d  sett lement-patterns have a much more 
compl ica ted b a c k g r o u n d ,  a t  least among the  Punan o f  
Sarawak, where cu l tu ra l  and ecological factors - especially 
the supp ly  of sago - play an important ro le (Ked i t  197818- 
24; Needham 1953: 79-80; Johannes Nicolaisen 1976b: 42; Hi ihne 
1959:201). Or, as one Punan indiv idual  expressed it, "We go  
f r o m  Pa Tepen slowly, w i th  wife and chi ld. Whenever 
there is  much sago, the re  we stay a long time, perhaps ten 
days" ( Harr isson 1949: 136). 

T h e r e  i s  t h e r e f o r e  reason  t o  q u e s t i o n  Hoffman's 
argument, t h a t  "Punan do  no t  t rade  in o rde r  t o  remain 
nomads, they  have instead remained nomads in o rde r  t o  
trade" ( 1983a: 171 1. Accord ing t o  Rousseau, " th is  descr ipt ion 
applies t o  t h e  Punan Ba tu  and Punan Binai, but it i s  no t  
general ly t r u e  of Borneo hunter-gatherers.  Indeed, i n  t h e  
in ter io r  o f  Borneo, opportuni t ies f o r  t rade are  usual ly  too 
l i m i t e d  t o  make  it the c e n t r e  o f  nomadic economy" 
( Rousseau 1984: 90).  Rousseau' therefore concludes t h a t  

"Hoffman's argument t h a t  nomadism arose out  of t rade i s  
no t  compelling" (op.  c i t .  92). 

Reliqious bel iefs. "The  t rad i t iona l  re l ig ions  o f  Punan 
g roups  a re  . . . 'portable1 vers ions o f  those adhered t o  and 
prac t iced by t h e i r  sedentary  Dayak neighbors"  (Hof fman 
1983a:96; 1983b; cf. Johannes Nicolaisen 1976b:46, 51 1 .  It i s  
v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  say a n y t h i n g  about  this, as we know so 
l i t t l e  about t h e  re l ig ious and cosmological bel iefs o f  t h e  
Punan. We do  no t  even know whether o r  n o t  t h e  docu- 
m e n t e d  s imi lar i t ies - such as t h e  bel iefs i n  omen-birds 
I Hoffman 1983a:96ff) - have t h e  same s t ruc tu ra l  s igni f icance 
f o r  t h e  Punan as f o r  t h e  sedentary g roups  ( c f .  T u r n b u l l  
1965:33). T h e  re l ig ious s i tuat ion i n  nor th-cent ra l  Borneo i s  
a v e r y  complicated matter, as " the  en t i re  c u l t u r e  area i s  
character ized by var iat ion and bo r row ing  o f  bewi lder ing  
complexity" (Metcalf 1976: 114). T h e  re l ig ious  similar i t ies 
can also b e  expla ined in t h e  opposite way, and  t h e  re l ig ious 
systems o f  t h e  sedentary Dayaks can b e  viewed as elabora- 
t ions  o f  cosmologies o f  t h e  "portable" type.  

Impor tant  d i f ferences d o  exist, e.g., Punan cannot  "be 
persuaded t o  he lp  in t h e  f ie lds  because o f  t h e i r  f ea r  t h a t  
heat  wi l l  r o t  t h e i r  bra ins" (Needham 1953:46), and  they  "do 
n o t  b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  I r i c e  m o t h e r '  a n d  t h e  cus toms  o f  
sacr i f i c ing  l i ve  animals i s  v e r y  much against t h e i r  re l ig ious 
bel ief" (Johannes Nicolaisen 1976b:44). Obviously, Hoffman 
i s  compelled by h i s  argument t o  suggest  thaJ such  symbo- 
l ica l ly  s igni f icant  beliefs, as these, were simply abandoned 
w h e n  t h e  Punan became h u n t e r s l t r a d e r s .  He seems t o  
assume some k i n d  of economic-ecological ra t iona l i ty  beh ind 
t h i s  reduct ion:  "The Punan have . . . ex t rac ted  f r o m  these 
complex and  elaborate re l ig ious  systems t h e  b a r e  u t i l i t a r i an  
essence needed t o  p rov ide  a suppor t i ve  ideology f o r  t h e i r  
re la t ive ly  simpli f ied way o f  l i fe" [ 1983a:96; c f .  also p. 100). 
How t h e n  should we i n t e r p r e t  t h e  importance o f  death- 
names among t h e  Punan? Johannes Nicolaisen " found n o  
less than  43 death-names1' (1978:31) among t h e  Punan o f  t h e  
7 t h  Division, whi le t h e i r  sedentary neighbors o n l y  have a 
f e w  ( c f .  a lso  Needham).  It i s  r a t h e r  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  
Hoffman avoids d iscussing t h e  s igni f icance o f  t h i s  pheno- 
menon - especially as h e  does mention several a r t i c les  t h a t  
pa r t i cu la r l y  deal w i t h  t h e  Punan necronyms (Needham 1954c; 
1965). 



N e i t h e r  N e e d h a m  n o r  N i c o l a i s e n  p r e s e n t  much  
information on t h e  re l ig ious bel iefs o f  t he  Punan. Never- 
theless, bo th  seem t o  be v e r y  much aware o f  t h e  r ichness 
and complexity character iz ing t h e  t radi t ional  re l ig ions o f  t he  
Punan. Hoffman ser iously underestimates t h i s  complexity; he  
makes t h e  cosmologies of t he  Punan ra the r  simple con- 
s t ruc ts .  Another weakness w i th  Hoffman's in terpre ta t ion  i s  
i t s  lack of processual explanations. 

Punan  - a heteroqeneous cateqory. Hoffman also 
p o i n t s  o u t  t h e  d i f fe rences between d i f f e ren t  s roups  o f  - .  
Punan as a fac to r  t h a t  suppor ts  h is hypothesis. They are 
d i f f e ren t  because t h e y  or ig inate f rom d i f f e ren t  g roups  o f  
sedentary farmers, Hoffman argues. Perhaps t h i s  i s  t rue,  i n  
some cases, but n o t  in all. We do know t h a t  Punan i s  a 
heterogeneous category, but t h i s  does no t  necessari ly te l l  u s  
any th ing  about  t h e  o r i g i n  of these groups o f  h u n t e r s  and 

I gatherers.  O u r  knowledge i s  too f ragmentary t o  allow any 
f ina l  conclusions on t h i s  matter. 

CONCLUSIONS 

I d o  n o t  s u g g e s t  t h a t  Ho f fman 's  conclusions are  
inval id.  I n  reference t o  specif ic g roups o f  Punan, most o f  
h is  conclusions a r e  perhaps correct .  B u t  if we a re  ta l k ing  
about Punan i n  general  - which Hoffman does - th ings  get  
much more complicated. 

H i s  b a s i c  hypotheses concerning the importance o f  
t r a d e  a n d  t h e  P u n a n  involvement in a wider, regional 
context  a re  most cer ta in ly  correct .  No g r o u p  o f  Punan has 
been isolated, "dist inct,  outside, and apar t  f rom t h e  general 
pa t te rn  o f  Borneo's t rad i t iona l  l i fe" ( Hoffman 1983a: 101 ) . 
They have al l  been p a r t  o f  a wider socio-economic system, 
although we do  no t  know how o r  t o  what ex ten t  d i f f e ren t  
groups of Punan have part ic ipated in these relat ions. 

As has been documented by Hoffman, t h e  t rade  and 
exchanges ca r r i ed  ou t  between coast and in land d u r i n g  t h e  
las t  millennium have had considerable effects on al l  t h e  
peoples of Borneo. Large-scale socio-cultural changes have 
t a k e n  place over  time, and the  f low of people between 
di f ferent  e thn ic  u n i t s  and d i f f e ren t  subsistence strategies 

has been considerable ( c f .  K i n g  1982:35-36). It is, therefore, 
o f  course, erroneous t o  pro jec t  t h e  contemporary e thn ic  and 
socio-economic s i t u a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  past. U n t i l  f u r t h e r  
research has been ca r r i ed  out, it is, I believe, n o t  possible 
t o  draw a clear p i c t u r e  of t h e  dynamic and highly var ied  
ro le  o f  t h e  Bornean fo ragers  in re lat ion t o  t h e  regional 
processes. Nor  i s  it possible t o  document t h e  ro le  o f  t h i s  
regional context  i n  the  wor ld  o f  t h e  Punan. 

NOTES 

1. I wish t o  thank A l f  Hornborg  and Chr i s te r  Norstrom 
f o r  st imulat ing discussion on topics re levant  t o  t h i s  
paper, and En id  Nelson. f o r  cor rec t ing  my Engl ish.  

2. Between 1973 and 1975 Johannes Nicolaisen spent, i n  
to ta l ,  "one  y e a r  among t h e  Penan" I J .  Nicolaisen 
1976b:35), whi le Needham c a r r i e d  o u t  h i s  f ie ldwork  
" f r o m  May  1951 t o  May  1952" (Needham 1953:35). 
Hoffman's study, on  t h e  o the r  hand, i s  more co r rec t l y  
d e s c r i b e d  as  "an  e t h n o g r a p h i c  su rvey ' '  (Hoffman 
1983:21). Between 1980 and  1982 h e  v i s i t ed  a la rge 
n u m b e r  of P u n a n  set t lements  in East a n d  Centra l  
Kalimantan, The  in terv iews were most l i ke l y  conducted 
i n  Bahasa Indonesia, n o t  i n  t h e  local languages (op.  c i t .  
48, 107, 111, 152, etc. 1 .  
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THE LONGEVITY OF PENAN DART POISON 

RODNEY NEEDHAM 
A l l  Souls College, O x f o r d  

T h e  t rad i t iona l  h u n t i n g  weapon o f  t h e  Penan, in b o t h  
t h e  e a s t e r n  a n d  t h e  w e s t e r n  t r i b e s ,  was a hardwood 
blowpipe. From t h i s  were prope l led  fea therwe ight  d a r t s  
made f rom t h e  m id r i b  o f  a palm leaf .  In themselves t h e  
d a r t s  were too light and  insubstant ia l  t o  i n f l i c t  harm on  any  
b u t  t h e  smallest c rea tures  such as b i r d s  and l izards; l a rge r  
animals such  as monkeys, pig, a n d  deer, wh ich  were t h e  
pr inc ipa l  game, would b e  merely p r i c k e d  b y  them. T o  be  
e f fec t ive  i n  hunt ing ,  t h e  po in ts  o f  t h e  d a r t s  had  t o  b e  
smeared w i t h  poison (Penan, ta jem) .  T h i s  was made f rom 
latex tapped f rom t h e  b a r k  o f  A n t i a r i s  tox icar ia  (Penan 
kayeu  tajem, poison t ree) ,  a g igan t i c  t r e e  g r o w i n g  w i l d  and  
widely d ispersed in t h e  fo res t .  Among t h e  western  Penan 
( a t  any  r a t e  t h e  Penan S i la t )  t h e  la tex  could b e  mixed w i t h  
t h e  sap o f  a poisonous c reeper  ( i p u  W), p robab ly  a species 
o f  Strychnos,  and  ce r ta in  o the r  vegetable substances ( f r o m  
another  creeper, t h e  b a r k  o f  a d i f f e r e n t  tree, etc. 1 .  T h e  
t yp i ca l  p rac t ice  o f  t h e  eastern Penan was t o  m ix  t h e  d r i e d  
la tex  w i t h  a l i t t l e  p la in  h o t  water, a n d  t h i s  was said t o  
necessitate u s i n g  more poison t h a n  was t h e  case w i t h  t h e  
western  Penan concoction. T h e r e  i s  much t o  b e  w r i t t e n  
about  t h e  use and idiom o f  d a r t  poison among t h e  Penan, 
a n d  a n  account  ( w i t h  references a n d  inc identa l  de ta i l s )  
fo rms p a r t  o f  an e thnograph ic  monograph t h a t  i s  in t h e  
course o f  p repara t ion .  T h e  present  note i s  concerned w i t h  
t h e  l eng th  o f  t ime t h a t  t h e  poison ' re ta ins  i t s  v i ru lence,  and  
t h e  purpose i s  t o  r e p o r t  a decis ive finding. T h e  pa r t i cu la r  
material  in quest ion i s  of eastern Penan provenance, b u t  t h e  
pharmacological resu l t  appl ies t o  t h e  d a r t  poison as used b y  
b o t h  of t h e  Penan t r i bes .  



T h e  Penan explanation f o r  t h e  eff icacy o f  t h e  poison 
was tha t  t h e  t ree  p u ' u n  bal6i ( E ) ,  i.e. it possessed o r  was 
characterized b y  a sp i r i t ua l  presence o r  association, t h o u g h  
there  was no ind iv idua l  named s p i r i t  IbalCi) o r  class o f  
spir i ts, such as Bal6i Tajem, connected w i th  t h e  t ree.  T h e  
allusion t o  bal6i conveyed, rather,  t h a t  some ex t rao rd ina ry  
v i r t u e  o r  capacity was immanent in t h e  t ree  and  i t s  product .  
T h i s  kind o f  ef f icacy was d is t inc t  from t h a t  o f  what i s  
t rans la tab le  as "medicine" (tawan E, tabat  W ) ,  such as 
indigenous heal ing substances o r  imported d rugs .  T h i s  la t te r  
concept also covered o ther  forms o f  ef fect ive action; e.g. 
t h e  fac t  t h a t  wh i te  men could make airplanes was explained 
by saying t h a t  t hey  p u ' u n  tawan( E),  i.e. t hey  possessed t h a t  
unusual abi l i ty, much as the i r  penic i l l in  ointment was able 
t o  cu re  conjunct iv i t is .  T h e  conception of such medicine was 
essentially pragmatic; it was something t h a t  human be ings 
c o u l d  somehow w o r k  o u t  f o r  themselves. whereas t h e  
e f f i c a c y  o f  d a r t  p o i s o n  was myst ica l ,  a s i g n  o f  t h e  
immanence o f  s p i r i t .  

Nevertheless, t h e  actual operation o f  t h e  poison was 
t h e  subject o f  pract ical  assessment. D i f f e ren t  t rees  were 
said t o  p rov ide  poison o f  d i f f e r i n g  strengths; some were 
known t o  b e  especially st rong.  The  poison, when mixed 
w i t h  water o r  t h e  sap o f  sago palm (Eugeissona u t i l i s )  roots, 
might  b e  made i n  too low a concentration. When appl ied t o  
t h e  darts, it might  b e  smeared on  too th in ly,  o r  pa tch i ly .  A 
dart,  when f i red,  m igh t  no t  p ierce the  animal deeply enough 
t o  c o n v e y  t h e  p o i s o n  a t  s u f f i c i e n t  s t r e n g t h  i n t o  t h e  
bloodstream, o r  else, in the  case o f  a g ibbon o r  a monkey, 
it might  b e  snatched o u t  too qu ick l y  f o r  t h e  poison t o  work .  
A l though t h e  d a r t  was notched around t h e  sha f t  below t h e  
t i p  o r  head, so t h a t  it should break o f f  in t h e  wound, t h e  
incision might  no t  b e  deep enough, o r  th,e sha f t  might  b e  
unusual ly  resistant, so t h a t  t h e  project i le cou ld  b e  dragged 
ou t  by t h e  animal b r u s h i n g  against leaves o r  branches and  
remain in tac t .  A n y  o f  these possible factors could b e  taken 
in to  account t o  exp la in  w h y  an animal, a l though s t r u c k  by a 
dart ,  was no t  k i l l ed  by the  poison. It would sometimes 
happen, also, t h a t  a c reature  which had been k i l l ed  was 
found t o  have the  b r o k e n  t i p  of a previous d a r t  embedded 
in i t s  flesh, su r rounded  by incrus ta t ion  o r  hardened tissue, 
showing t h a t  poison had  entered i t s  system but had n o t  
been lethal. Fai lures o f  these k i n d s  were expla ined in 

pract ical  terms, w i thout  reference t o  t h e  mystical aspect of 
t he  poison. 

I n  addi t ion t o  such explanations the re  was another 
means o f  unders tand ing how it m igh t  b e  t h a t  t h e  poison did 
no t  p rocu re  i t s  due ef fect .  T h i s  was t o  i n f e r  t h a t  it had 
simply los t  i t s  efficacy, w i t h  t h e  passage o f  time, and  t h a t  
it was n o  longer "alive" [ m u r i p ) .  T h i s  fa i l u re  too was not  
ascr ibed t o  t h e  act ion o r  inact ion o f  s p i r i t  (bal6 i  1, but was 
accepted as p a r t  o f  t h e  o r d i n a r y  course o f  t h ings .  I n  the  
case o f  human beings, it was unders tood t h a t  t h e r e  was a 
gradua l  physical  decl ine th roughou t  adu l t  l ife, and t h a t  t h i s  
would lead eventual ly  t o  deb i l i t y  a n d  death. A l though  the re  
w e r e  v a r i o u s  e x p l a n a t i o n s  f o r  t e r m i n a l  i l l ness  i n  the  
comparatively young and  t h e  strong,  no special diagnosis 
was cal led f o r  a t  t h e  death o f  a n  o ld  person: "he was v e r y  
old, and h e  died because h e  was old."  I n  t h e  case o f  d a r t  
poison, t h e r e  was a vague premise t h a t  it too had  a f i n i t e  
l i fe  and t h a t  a f te r  a time it would b e  dead. ( I t  was r a t h e r  
as we say o f  a f l ash l i gh t  b a t t e r y  t h a t  it i s  dead--an idiom 
shared b y  t h e  Penan, inc idental ly ,  when they  had become 
acquainted w i t h  such th ings .  T h e  leng th  o f  t h i s  pe r iod  was 
var ious ly  estimated; by a number o f  men, i n  d i f f e ren t  g roups  
o f  bo th  tr ibes, t he  te rm was set  a t  f i v e  t o  t e n  days, o r  a 
year, o r  one t o  th ree  years. 

It i s  most un l i ke l y  t h a t  a n y  o f  these estimates res ted 
on a del iberate reckon ing o f  t ime o r  on quasi-experimental 
observation. The  expectable l i f e  o f  d a r t  poison was not, so 
f a r  as I ever  heard, a subject  o f  spontaneous discussion 
among t h e  Penan; t h e  matter  arose on ly  when I asked about  
it. T h e  Penan, a l though enabled b y  t h e i r  language t o  speak 
o f  t h e  lapse o f  days, months, and years, had  in t h e i r  
o r d i n a r y  l i fe  pract ical ly  no  occasion t o  make a calendrical 
reckon ing o f  t he  passage o f  time. A n  apparent  except ion 
was t h e  use o f  a kno t ted  s t r i p  o f  cane ( tebukeu)  t o  ensure 
t h a t  t hey  re tu rned  t o  a t r a d i n g  post  on the  r i g h t  date. 
Each k n o t  represented a day, and  one was undone o r  c u t  
o f f  eve ry  day un t i l  it was t ime t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  longhouse 
o r  o the r  po in t  on  t h e  r i v e r  where  t h e  t r a d i n g  meeting was 
t o  b e  held.  The number o f  days  (commonly 110-120) was 
set, however, b y  t h e  admin is t ra t ive  o f f i ce r  in charge of 
t rade  w i t h  the  Penan; and t h e  Penan themselves, i n  o rde r  to  
r e t u r n  by t h e  co r rec t  date, were n o t  r e q u i r e d  t o  make any 
c a l c u l a t i o n s  o t h e r  t h a n  t o  make  s u r e  t h a t  t h e y  l e f t  



themselves enough days  towards t h e  end in which  t o  cover 
t h e  f inal stages of t h e i r  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  post.  T h e y  did not  
use t h e  tebukeu as a calendar b y  which to  date intermediate 
events. Natural ly,  t h e y  could place events i n  t ime re la t ive  
t o  other  events such as t r a d i n g  meetings o r  f r u i t  seasons o r  
deaths, b u t  it was no t  t h e i r  p rac t ice  t o  keep t r a c k  o f  t ime 
o r  t o  general ize about  per iods o f  time. Given t h a t  t h e y  
t o o k  d a r t  poison t o  have a set life, it was o n l y  t o  be  
expected t h a t  those who were prepared t o  say a n y t h i n g  
about how long it was should come u p  w i th  some pe r iod  o r  
other; b u t  t h e  range of t he  estimate--from f i v e  days  to  
t h ree  years-- tends t o  indicate t h a t  t h e  per iod  h a d  n o t  been 
measured. It may b e  signif icant, also, t h a t  t h e r e  was no  
received idea, ref lected in a general  agreement, as t o  how 
long t h e  poison o u g h t  t o  remain al ive. Another reason f o r  
doub t  i s  t h a t  t h e  d a r t s  were qu i te  easily made in la rge 
number, i n  tens o r  u p  t o  f i f t y  o r  more at a time, and  they  
were rap id l y  expanded. If a man went h u n t i n g  e v e r y  day, 
w i th  a qu i ve r  conta in ing  about twenty - f i ve  darts, a ba tch  o f  
f r esh l y  p repared d a r t s  would b e  used u p  in a few  days, so 
t h a t  t he re  would b e  n o  occasion t o  observe whether  o r  no t  
t he  poison on  them lasted f o r  so long as a year, le t  alone 
th ree  years.  Then  t h e r e  is  t h e  fac tor  t ha t  hand fu l s  o f  d a r t s  
were commonly made ove r  as g i f ts ,  e i ther  as o r d i n a r y  tokens 
of f r i endsh ip  (especia l ly  when men o f  d i f f e r e n t  g r o u p s  met 
a t  a t r a d i n g  pos t )  o r  in response t o  requests, so t h a t  a 
g i ven  man's d a r t s  m igh t  bear  poison f rom d i f f e r e n t  sources 
and o f  d i f ferent  ages. In these circumstances. however 
occasional, a man cou ld  no t  be  s u r e  how o ld  was t h e  poison 
on any par t i cu la r  d a r t  o r  whether, if it fa i led t o  k i l l ,  it was 
o r  was n o t  s t i l l  a l i v e .  T h i s  l a s t  was t h e  on ly  test, 
moreover: if a poisoned d a r t  s t r u c k  an animal square ly  and  
t h e  c reature  did n o t  die, t h e  poss ib i l i t y  was presented t h a t  
t h e  poison was dead. 

A separate considerat ion i s  t h e  potency o f  t h e  poison 
while it was s t i l l  i n  t h e  b lock of concentrated latex.  Such 
a block could last  f o r  months and  perhaps f o r  a yea r  o r  
more; one  t h a t  I was g i ven  by Penan Akah  weighed 9 
grammes a n d  was said t o  b e  su f f i c ien t  f o r  one man f o r  t w o  
years, t hough  t h e  l eng th  o f  t ime a b lock might  last  was no t  
usual ly  counted a n d  t h i s  estimate was probab ly  no more 
l i ke ly  t o  be exact  t h a n  any o ther  such estimate made b y  
eastern Penan. Cer ta in ly  t hey  had no way o f  t e l l i ng  if t h e  
poison were s t i l l  a l ive o the r  t han  b y  i n t roduc ing  it i n t o  t h e  

I b l o o d s t r e a m  o f  a n  an imal .  T h e y  m i g h t  think t h a t  it 
I g radua l ly  lost  i t s  potency, b u t  t h e r e  was no  ex terna l  change, 

as of color  o r  consistency, t h a t  ind ica ted as much: t h e  
block, wh ich  was usual ly  k e p t  dry in a conta iner  made of 
bamboo o r  a g o u r d  hung f r o m  t h e  w a i s t b a n d  o f  t h e  
loincloth, k e p t  i t s  t a r - l i ke  appearance i nde f i n i t e l y  a n d  was 

1 changed o n l y  in fo rm a n d  we igh t  as scrap ings  were taken 
f rom it. T h e  Penan did no t  say, e i ther ,  t h a t  t h e r e  was any 

il: d i f fe rence in t h e  poison on  t h e  d a r t  and  as it was whi le 
s t i l l  in t h e  block, and  indeed t h e r e  was no  obvious reason 
t o  think the re  might  be. T h e  la tex  was concentrated b y  
evaporat ion until it was solid, a n d  t h e n  it was re l i qu i f i ed  by 
admix ture  w i t h  heated water  in o r d e r  t o  app l y  it t o  t h e  
dar ts .  T h e r e  was n o  pa ten t  change, in t h e  basic procedure,  
such as might  a f fec t  i t s  degree o f  v i ru lence  o r  i t s  l i fe .  I n  
these respects t he re  was noth ing,  so f a r  as t h e  Penan o r  
t h e  e thnographer  could see, t o  bear  o u t  a n y  o f  t h e  Penan 
statements as t o  t h e  l ongev i t y  o f  t h e  d a r t  poison. 

S c i e n t i f i c a l l y ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  d e f i n i t e  
p rogress  o v e r  t h e  decades. In 1902, Seligmann r e p o r t e d  a 
t e s t  o f  K e n y a h  d a r t  p o i s o n  made f r o m  t h e  sap o f  A .  
tox icar ia.  A sample col lected in a tightly co rked  vessel 
re ta ined i t s  color and  i t s  s t r e n g t h  f o r  months; in fact,  he 
found, l'it appears t o  keep indef in i te ly ,  a n d  samples wh ich  
have la in  f o r  o v e r  two  years  in a n  o r d i n a r y  tin b o x  have  in 
no  degree lost  t h e i r  potency."  In 1952, a b lock  o f  poison 
g i ven  t o  me b y  t h e  Penan A k a h  was tes ted  by J u d i t h  A .  
Robinson and  H. W. Ling, o f  t h e  department  o f  pharma- 
cology a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Oxford ,  a n d  was f o u n d  t o  cause 
death  by a r r e s t i n g  t h e  h e a r t  in systole. T h e  age o f  t h e  
poison when I acqu i red  it was n o t  noted, but s ince it was 
re la t i ve l y  l a rge  (9g.)  it cou ld  have  been p repa red  n o t  l ong  
before  mid-May 1952. T h e  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  test, in wh ich  t h e  
researchers a l luded t o  t h e  sample h a v i n g  been " recent ly "  
received by them, was dated in t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  September 
1952. T h e  poison, t h a t  in m inu te  doses was q u i c k l y  le thal  
t o  cats a n d  rabbi ts ,  was the re fo re  about  s i x  months old, a t  
least, a n d  it was s t i l l  highly potent .  In F e b r u a r y  1988, Dr. 
A.  Dav id  Smith, p ro fessor  o f  pharmacology a t  Oxford ,  tes ted  
a tiny amount o f  t h e  poison a n d  f o u n d  it lethal  t o  t h e  tes t  
animal, an  anaesthetized cat .  T h e  sample, we igh ing  a l i t t l e  
over  2 grammes, h a d  been in my  possession since 1952 and  
was ev iden t l y  t h e  unexpended po r t i on  o f  t h e  b lock  t h a t  h a d  
been tes ted  in t h a t  year.  It h a d  n o t  been p rese rved  w i t h  



I '  any  special care, e.g. in a hermetical ly sealed container, 
I t h o u g h  n e i t h e r  h a d  it b e e n  exposed  t o  e x t r e m e s  o f  

temperature o r  humidity; it was in a paper envelope and  was 
l e f t  in a cardboard  b o x  f i l e  in my rooms. T h i s  b lock  o f  
eastern Penan d a r t  poison had retained, at t h e  least, "most 
of i t s  potency" a f te r  near ly  t h i r t y - s i x  years. 

T h e  conclusion t o  be  reg is te red is  t h a t  d a r t  poison 
consist ing of t h e  latex of An t i a r i s  toxicaria, o r  o f  wh ich  
t h i s  i s  a p r i n c i p a l  component ,  rema ins  potent  f o r  an 
indef in i te  l eng th  o f  time. It does not  have, as t h e  Penan 
u s e d  t o  think it did, a set te rm of l i fe. A pract ica l  
consequence i s  t h a t  museum cu ra to rs  wi l l  d o  bes t  t o  t r e a t  
poisoned blowpipe d a r t s  f r o m  Borneo, acquired however 
many years before, as v e r y  l i ke ly  t o  be s t i l l  deadly.  
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and  
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INTRODUCTION 

T a n j u n g  P u t i n g  Na t i ona l  Park  i s  located near t h e  
south-western corner  of t h e  is land of Borneo, in Cent ra l  
Kalimantan prov ince a t  112O E, 3 O  S, and covers an  area o f  
296,800 hectares. T h e  p a r k  contains t h e  la rges t  a n d  bes t  
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  southwestern Borneols or ig ina l  coastal 
plain habitats, pa r t i cu la r l y  t h e  predominant heath a n d  peat 
swamp forests, wh ich  occupy a much la rger  ex ten t  h e r e  than  
in any o ther  p ro tec ted area in Borneo. 

Tan jung Pu t i ng  i s  considered t o  b e  o f  World Her i tage 
Q u a l i t y  ( I U C N  19851, a n d  in 1977 was approved as a 
UNESCO Man and t h e  Biosphere reserve, an example o f  one 
of t he  wor ld 's  major eco-systems (Robertson 1985). In 

*Repr inted f rom Kuki la, Vol.  3, No. 3-4, February  1988, Pp. 
96-116. 

Indonesia's National Conservat ion Plan t h e  p a r k  i s  s ingled 
ou t  as an area o f  pa r t i cu la r  conservat ion importance f o r  t h e  
c o u n t r y  ( F A 0  1981 1, y e t  f o r  a l l  i t s  importance a n d  potential, 
t h e  faunal  d i v e r s i t y  o f  t h e  p a r k  h a d  neve r  been examined i n  
detail, t h r o u g h  systematic faunal  su rveys .  Under  t h e  World 
Wildl i fe F u n d  Project  1687, in associat ion w i t h  t h e  Direc-  

1 to ra te  General o f  Forest  Protect ion a n d  Na tu re  Conservat ion 

{ (PHPA 1 ,  t h e  authors  su rveyed  t h e  b i r d s  in representa t ive  
areas b o t h  ins ide t h e  p a r k  a n d  in some cases, outside, f o r  
t h e  purpose o f  s t a r t i n g  a fauna l  da ta  b a n k  on  wh ich  f u t u r e  
management  s t ra teg ies  may b e  based. Occur rence and 
d i s t r i bu t i on  data col lected i n  these s u r v e y s  a re  presented 
herewi th.  

T h e  observat ions presented he re  are  en t i r e l y  o u r  own 
records, obta ined between May a n d  September 1985, a n d  no  
reference i s  made t o  prev ious  records  o f  o the r  observers  
(see Galdikas e t  al. 1985, Bohap & Galdikas, 1987). A much 
more deta i led account o f  t h e  Park 's  o rn i t ho logy  i s  g i v e n  in 
Nash E Nash (1986). 

METHODS 

I n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e  b i r d l i f e  o f  t h e  p a r k  a n d  i t s  
s u r r o u n d i n g  area was gathered in t w o  ways: compil ing 
cont inuous f i e l d  observations, and conduct ing  a systematic 
bird capture-and-release program, in as many o f  t h e  p a r k ' s  
p r i nc ipa l  hab i ta t lvegeta t ion  t y p e s  as was possible. Between 
t h e  months o f  May and September 1986, observat ions were 
made on  109 days, amounting t o  well o v e r  3000 man-hours 
o f  observat ion time. Ne t t i ng  was c a r r i e d  o u t  o n  80 days, in 
31 l o c a l i t i e s  o f  wh ich  6 were  outs ide  t h e  present  p a r k  
boundar ies.  Twelve t o  f i f t een  s tanda rd  mist -nets were used, 
f o r  j u s t  o v e r  6200 net -hours  ( a  ne t -hou r  i s  equal t o  open ing 
a s tanda rd  12-meter ne t  f o r  one h o u r s ) .  

SURVEY AREA 

T h e  s u r v e y  area was as fol lows (see f i g u r e  1 ) :  f r om 
t h e  v i l lage o f  Kumai t o  t h e  mouth  o f  t h e  Sekonyer r i ve r ;  
t h e  Sekonyer r i v e r  past  Tan jung  Harapan t o  t h e  main fork;  
t h e  r ight f o r k  as f a r  as t h e  Orangutan Research and 
Conservat ion s t u d y  site; t h e  l e f t  b r a n c h  pas t  Natai Lengkuas 



and Natai Pelanduk t o  Gedung S in tuk  and  t h e  grass  swamps i 
beyond; f rom t h e  mouth of t h e  Sekonyer south  along t h e  

I 

I coast t o  Te luk  Pulai, and  t o  t h e  B u l u h  Kecil r i ve r ;  up t h e  
B u l u h  Kecil r i v e r  approximately 20 kilameters; f r om t h e  LOCATION MAP 

mouth o f  t h e  B u l u h  Keci l  south  t o  t h e  Bu luh  Besar r i ve r ;  u p  

I 
t he  B u l u h  Besar r i v e r  f o r  approximately 15 kilometers; f r o m  
t h e  mouth o f  t h e  B u l u h  Besar south  t o  the  Aru teba l  r i v e r .  
Occasional observat ions were made on  Kumai Bay, and  a t  
t he  west side o f  t h e  Kumai estuary,  a t  Tan jung Keluang and 
Tan jung Kubu.  Observat ions made in t h e  fo res ts  were not  
usual ly  f a r t h e r  t han  3 ki lometers away f rom t h e  r i v e r .  

HABITATS AND VEGETATION 

Habi tats and vegetat ion t ypes  f o r  the  Tan jung  Pu t i ng  
areas have recent ly  been descr ibed in Nash a n d  Nash (1986). 
Those covered i n  t h e  s u r v e y  are f reshwater  swamp fores ts  
(combining t h e  immediate r i pa r i an  g r o w t h  along t h e  r i v e r  
systems, a l luv ia l  swamp forest.  and  past  basin margins; t r u e  
peat swamp was not  su rveyed  1, mature kerangas ( t rop i ca l  
heath fo res t ) ,  young  (po le  stage ) kerangas, f i re -padang 
scrub land (degraded kerangas 1, ladang ( reclaimed cu l t i va t ion  1, I 

grass swamp. nipa-mangrove. coastal f r i n g e  I heav i ly  degraded 
mangrove), and cu l t i va t ion  p lo ts  (coconut, etc. 1. Tan jung  
Pu t i ng  habi tats no t  su rveyed  are t r u e  peat swamp forest,  
t r u e  beach vegetation. a n d  alang-alang grassland. I 

RESULTS 

D u r i n g  t h e  survey,  207 species o f  48 families were 
I 

recorded w i th in  t h e  pa rk ' s  boundar ies and t h e  immediate 
region, composed o f  200 res ident  species (46 famil ies) a n d  7 
seasonal v i s i t o rs  and migrants.  Specifically, 160 species 
w e r e  r e c o r d e d  in swamp forest,  102 species in mature  
kerangas. 69 species in young  kerangas, 78 species in f i r e -  
padang scrubland, 29 species in ladangs, 61 species in grass  
swamp, 68 species in coastal f r i n g e  forest,  a n d  23 species in 
(coastal cu l t i va ted  land.  The  n e t t i n g  program yie lded 1367 , 
captures ( 92 species). 

Figure. 1 



SPECIES ACCOUNTS 

I n c l u d e d  in t h e  species accounts i s  in format ion on 
r e l a t i v e  abundance,  d is t r ibu t ion ,  b reed ing records  a n d  
chronology, and  behaviora l  notes, where re levant .  F o r  t h e  
abundance ra t ing ,  "common" indicates tha t  t h e  species would 
usual ly be  encountered in t h e  course o f  a day  in appropr ia te  
habitat; "uncommon" indicates t h a t  t h e  species would b e  
occasionally encountered, i n  appropr iate habitats, o v e r  a 
per iod o f  several days  o r  weeks. 

The  fo l lowing hab i ta t  symbols are used against  each 
species: S = swamp forest,  K = mature kerangas, k = y o u n g  
kerangas, FP = f i re -padang scrub,  L = Ladang, C f  = coastal 
f r inge,  G = Grass swamp, C = cu l t i va ted  land. Bo th  edge 
and aerial  species a re  inc luded w i th in  these classes. R i ve rs  
are considered p a r t  o f  swamp fores t .  

Or ienta l  Da r te r  Anh inqa melanoqaster S, Cf, G 
Uncommon. Found s ing l y  along all t he  major r ivers,  and  
regu la r l y  a t  t h e  coast. also in g roups  o f  2 o r  3. 

Dusky-Grey  Heron Ardea sumatrana C f  
Recorded o n l y  once. a s ingle bird a t  t h e  coast near  t h e  
Arutebal  r i v e r .  on 16 August .  Be ing  a bird o f  mud f l a t s  and  
n i p a  ( B a t c h e l o r  1959, S m y t h i e s  1982). t h i s  species i s  
p r o b a b l y  no t  f o u n d  sou th  o f  t h e  Arutebal  r i v e r  o n  t h e  
western s ide o f  t h e  po in t .  

Purple Heron Ardea p u r p u r e a  S, G 
Uncommon. Usual ly  seen s ing ly  in r ipar ian  edge and grass  
swamp. 

L i t t le  Heron Butor ides  s t r ia tus  S, Cf. G 
Common. Recorded along t h e  main r i v e r  systems and  along 
the  coastal mud f l a t s  and mangrove. 

Large Egre t  Eqre t ta  alba Cf, G 
Recorded th ree  times, s ingle b i r d s  in the  Sekonyer r i v e r  
headwaters grass  swamp, and t h e  estuaries o f  t h e  Buluh 
Besar and  B u l u h  Keci l  r i v e r s .  T h i s  species i s  bel ieved t o  
breed in t h e  'bird lake' south o f  t he  B u l u h  Besar r i v e r  
(Galdikas e t  al 1985). b u t  evidence o f  a la rge s t i l l  ac t ive  
breed ing populat ion i s  lack ing.  

Common Night -Heron N yc t icorax  nyc t i co rax  S 
R e c o r d e d  o n l y  once, a long t h e  Sekonyer  r i v e r  a t  Natai 
Lengkuas on  3 Ju l y .  

Black B i t t e r n  Dupetor  f lav ico l l i s  C 
Recorded on ly  once, two  separate b i r d s  along t h e  upper  
reaches o f  t h e  Sekonyer  r i v e r  in g rass  swamp a n d  Pandanus 
edge, on  4 August .  As t h i s  s i g h t i n g  i s  too ear ly  f o r  migrant  
b i r d s  (see Nash a n d  Nash 19861, these b i r d s  may rep resen t  a 
res ident  populat ion. 

Storm's S t o r k  Ciconia stormi  S 
Uncommon. Found s ingly,  o r  in 2's o r  3's a long t h e  main 
r i v e r s .  One pa i r  seen da i l y  near  t h e  B u l u h  Keci l  PHPA 
g u a r d  pos t  in August ,  appa ren t l y  f eed ing  a long t h e  mud 
banks  o f  t h e  r i v e r .  On 7 August ,  4 b i r d s  seen soar ing  high 
over  t h e  B u l u h  Keci l  r i v e r  ( t hese  did n o t  inc lude t h e  usual 
p a i r  1 .  

Lesser Ad ju tan t  Lepto t i lus  javanicus C f  
One seen o n  16 Auaust ,  3 k m  sou th  o f  t h e  mouth  o f  B u l u h  
Besar r i ve r ,  a t  thz coast. Also, on  2 August ,  one seen 
soar ing  o v e r  Gedung S i n t u k .  

Wandering Whist l ing Duck Dendrocyqna arcuata C 
One g r o u p  of 25-30 b i r d s  was f o u n d  o n  23 June in t h e  
f looded g rass  swamp a t  t h e  headwaters o f  t h e  l e f t  b r a n c h  of 
t h e  Sekonyer r i v e r .  

Cres ted Honey-Buzzard Pern is  p t i l o r h y n c h u s  FP, G 
Single b i r d s  recorded tw i ce  in f i r e -padang  a t  Gedung S in tuk .  

Ba t  Hawk Machaerhamphus a lc inus  S, G 
Single b i r d s  tw i ce  seen a t  B u l u h  Keci l  r i v e r  PHPA g u a r d  
post, a n d  once a t  Gedung S i n t u k .  

Brahminy  K i te  Ha l ia tu r  i n d u s  S ,  Cf, G 
Common. Occasionally seen inland, but most common along 
t h e  coast. 

White-bel l ied Sea-Eagle Haliaeetus leucogaster  S, C f  
Uncommon. Several  s i gh t i ngs  f r o m  t h e  u p p e r  Sekonyer 
r i ve r ,  but most common along t h e  coast. 



Lesser Fish-Eagle lc thyophaqa nana S 
Uncommon. Seen on ly  along t h e  major r i v e r  systems, and  
markedly less common than  the  fo l lowing species. 

Grey-headed Fish-Eagle lc thyophaqa ichthyaetus S, Cf, G 
Uncommon. Seen along the  major r ivers ,  and occasionally 1 along the  coast. 

Crested Serpent  Eagle Spi lorn is cheela S, K, k 
Common. U s u a l l y  seen near  a r i ve r ' s  edge. but also 

! encountered well inland. 

Japanese Sparrow-hawk Accip i ter  gu la r i s  S 
One bird bel ieved t o  b e  t h i s  species seen on 14 September 
i n  al luvial swamp fo res t  (Sekonyer r i v e r ) .  

Crested Goshawk Accip i ter  t r i v i r q a t u s  S, K 
Common. Found in al l  forested areas. 

Black Eagle lc t inaetus malayensis 
Uncommon. Only  seen soaring v e r y  h igh  over  fo res ted 
areas. 

Black- th ighed Falconet Microhierax f r i nq i l l a r i us  S, FP 
A sinale bird recorded on lv  twice, alona the  Sekonver r i v e r  

4 

a t  Tan jung Harapan. h hi; species s h o i l d  b e  commdn, but it 
i s  noticeably absent f r o m  al l  suitable habitats. We have no 
explanation f o r  th is .  

Black Wood-Partridge Melanoperdix n ig ra  K, k 
Uncommon. One pa i r  w i t h  hatchl inqs was seen on 19 July, 
w i th  several present, b u t  o Z y  one well seen, .being 
completely downy, w i t h  an overal l  r u fous  color. Another  
male was seen 75 m away a t  t h e  same time t h e  pa i r  was 
watched. One nest  was found  on 12 September contain ing 
one in fer t i le  egg and a p ipped egg  shell. T h e  complete egg  
measured 38.5 x 32.3 mm, was a b road  ellipse, w i t h  a dull 
whi te g r o u n d  color. T h e  nest  was a simple depression 13 
cm across, l ined w i t h  dead leaves. A pa i r  o f  adul ts  was 
seen close t o  t h e  nest, but had ev ident ly  abandoned it. We 
presume t h e  c lu t ch  hatched approximately the  prev ious day.  
T h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  descr ip t ion  o f  t h e  nest  o f  t h i s  species, 
and only t h e  s i x t h  nest  known t o  science (see Coomans d e  
Rui te r  1946, Robinson and Chasen 1936). T h e  young  

mentioned above, w i t h  t h i s  nest, represent  t h e  on ly  b reed ing  
I records f o r  Kalimantan south o f  Pontianak. 

Crested Wood-Partr idge Rol lu lus rouloul  K 
One male seen in kerangas-al luv ia l  f o res t  t ransi t ion,  at 
Natai Lengkuas. 

White-breasted Waterhen Amaurornis phoen icurus  G 
Recorded on ly  once, a t  t he  r i v e r i n e  edge o f  g rass  swamp 
along t h e  upper  Sekonyer.  

Lesser Golden Plover Pluvia l is  dominica CF  
Two b i r d s  i n  w in ter  plumage seen on 16 Augus t  along the  
coast near  Aru teba l  r i ve r ;  3 b i r d s  seen o n  19 A u g u s t  a t  
Te luk  Pulai, o f  wh ich  one was in par t ia l  b reed ing  plumage 
(b lack  face, cent re  o f  b reast  b lack ) .  

Common Redshank T r i n g a  to tanus CF 
! 1 t o  5 b i r d s  a t  Te luk  Pulai, 19-23 August .  

Common Sandpiper Ac t i t i s  hypoleucos S, C f  
F i r s t  recorded on 6 August, f o u n d  along t h e  main r i v e r s  and 
t h e  coast. 

White-winged T e r n  Chl idonias leucopterus G 
Two b i r d s  seen on  22 May i n  f looded m a s s  swamD near  t h e  

d 

headwaters o f  t h e  sekonyer  r i ve r ,  i n  mainly wintek plumage. 

L i t t l e  T e r n  Sterna a lb i f rons  CF 
Commonly seen a round  Kumai Bay .  

Great  Cres ted T e r n  Sterna b e r q i i  C f  
Commonly seen a round  Kumai Bay.  

Th ick-b i l led  Pigeon T r e r o n  cu rv i ros ta  S 
Occasionally seen in r i pa r ian  hab i ta ts  a long t h e  Sekonyer 
r i v e r  a t  Natai Lengkuas.  

Cinnamon-headed Pigeon T r e r o n  fu lv ico l l i s  
S, K, k, FP, L, C f  
Common. Favors swampy areas as well as open sc rub .  
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L i t t l e  Green Pigeon T r e r o n  olax S I Uncommon. On ly  a few s igh t i ngs  f rom t h e  Natai Lengkuas 
area. Th i s  species i s  said t o  p re fe r  sub-montane localit ies 

I 

(Smythies 1981 ) ,  perhaps exp la in ing  i t s  scarc i ty  i n  t h e  p a r k .  

Pink-necked Pigeon T r e r o n  vernans S, FP, C f  
Common. Recorded in most f o res t  areas. 

Large Green Pigeon T r e r o n  capellei S 
Occasionally seen around open habi tats along t h e  Sekonyer 
r i ver ,  near Natai Lengkuas.  Usual ly on ly  single b i r d s  seen. 
Banks (1935) suggested t h a t  1. capellei replaces Ducula 
aenea in  some areas. T h e  la rge number o f  t h e  la t te r  
species in t h e  area may expla in t h e  scarc i ty  of t h e  fo rmer .  

Jambu Fru i t -Dove Pt i l inopus jambu S 
Uncommon. Recorded on ly  in al luv ia l  fo res t  edge a t  Natai 
Lengkuas, in f r u i t i n g  shrubs .  

Green Imperial  Pigeon Ducula aenea S, K, k, FP, C f  
Ve ry  common. Found in most habi tats.  One nest  f o u n d  in 
coastal f r i n g e  vegetat ion a t  Te luk  Pulai on 21 Augus t .  A n  
adu l t  was f l ushed  f r o m  t h e  nest, b u t  t h e  contents were no t  
seen. Nupt ia l  f l i g h t s  commonly observed.  

Spotted Dove Streptopel ia chinensis FP, Cf, G, C 
Common on ly  in t h e  open areas and f i re -padangs of t h e  
upper  Sekonyer r i ve r ,  and  near v i l lage (Tan jung  Harapan, 
Te luk  Pu la i ) .  T h r e e  nests were f o u n d  on 1 Augus t  a t  

I Gedung Sintuk,  t w o  w i t h  2 eggs, one w i t h  1 egg. 

Emerald Dove Chalcophaps indica S. FP 
Uncommon in d r i e r  f o res t  areas and s c r u b  edges. 

Long-tai led Parakeet Psi t tacula lonqicauda 
S, K, k. FP, Cf, G ' 

Ve ry  common. General ly  small g roups  o f  less than  20 seen, 
b u t  d u r i n g  t h e  month  o f  June a t  Natai Lengkuas, g r o u p s  o f  
40-60 were common, a n d  f r o m  28 June t o  2 J u l y  morn ing  
and evening f l i g h t s  tota l led ove r  800 b i r d s  each day, but b y  
7 Ju ly  on ly  t h e  r e g u l a r  small g roups  were seen. One ac t ive  
nest was found  on  1 June adjacent t o  open grass  swamp, 
occupied b y  an adu l t  female. One pa i r  was seen exp lo r i ng  a 
nest cav i ty  on  23 June. 

Blue-rumped Par ro t  Ps i t t i nus  c y a n u r u s  S, K, k 
Uncommon. Observed mainly in day  fo res t  areas, kerangas.  

Blue-crowned Hanging Pa r ro t  Lor icu lus  qa lqu lus  S, K, k, C f  
Common. Seen in most fo res ted areas. One male seen 
d isp lay ing  on 1 J u l y  a t  t h e  edge o f  open sc rub .  One pa i r  
seen inspect ing  a nes t  hole on  9 June.  

Ind ian  Cuckoo Cuculus micropterus  S. 
Uncommon. On ly  hea rd  in t h e  peaty  a l luv ia l  f o res ts  of t h e  
B u l u h  Kecil area. 

Pla int ive Cuckoo Cacomantis meru l inus  S, k, FP, G, C 
Common. One female w i t h  an unshel led egg  f e l t  i n  i t s  
ov iduc t  on 5 June. One f ledged y o u n g  seen in al luv ia l  
f o res t  edge on 25 May a n d  7 Ju l y .  

Violet Cuckoo Chrysococcyx xan tho rhynchus  
S, K. k, FP, L, G 
Common i n  t h e  Natai Lengkuas area. 

Drongo Cuckoo Surn i cu lus  l u q u b r i s  S, k, FP. L 
Common in t h e  Natai area. 

Chestnut-bel l ied Malkoha Phaenicophaeus sumatranus 
S, k, FP 
Common. One adu l t  w i t h  2 f ledged y o u n g  on  26 J u l y  a t  
Tan jung  Harapan near t h e  PHPA g u a r d  pos t  ( p a r k  s ide)  in 
dense r i pa r i an  g r o w t h  ove r  a small stream. B o t h  y o u n g  w i t h  
near-adul t  plumage were b e g g i n g  food f r o m  t h e  adu l t .  One 
b i rd  seen deposi t ing a faecal sac o n  12 J u l y  in y o u n g  
kerangas a t  Natai Lengkuas.  

Raff les'  Malkoha Phaenicophaeus chlorophaeus S, FP, G 
Common. O n  23 June one male seen c a r r y i n g  food in 
f looded r i v e r i n e  fo res t .  

Red-bi l led Malkoha Phaenicophaeus javanicus S, L, G 
Uncommon b u t  regu la r  in t h e  Natai Lengkuas area. 

Chestnut-breasted Malkoha Phaenicophaeus c u r v i r o s t r i s  S, C f  
Uncommon. R e c o r d e d  in  f o r e s t  a r e a s  a n d  in  coastal 
vegetat ion. 



Greater Coucal Centropus sinensis S, FP, Cf, G 
Common, especially along t h e  Sekonyer r i v e r  banks .  

Lesser Coucal Centropus bengalensis G, C 
Uncommon. A res ident  of ladangs and  cu l t i va ted  areas. 

Reddish Scops-Owl Otus  rufescens S 
Uncommon. Recorded o n l y  in t h e  Natai Lengkuas area in 
al luv ia l  swamp fo res t  (vo ice  records  o n l y ) .  

Col lared Scops-Owls O tus  bakkamoena S, L, G ,  C 
Common. Most easi ly f o u n d  in t h e  a l luv ia l  fo res ts  o f  Natai 
Lengkuas. 

Ba r red  Eagle-Owl Bubo  sumatranus S 
Uncommon, but possib ly  overlooked. Records f r o m  t h e  Natai 
Lengkuas area on ly .  

B u f f y  Fish-Owl Ketupa k e t u p u  S 
Recorded on l y  in one area, near t h e  Bu luh Besar PHPA 
g u a r d  post ,  1 bird regu la r l y  hea rd  a t  dusk  a n d  ea r l y  
evening. 

B rown  Hawk-Owl N inox  acutu lata S, FP 
Uncommon. Heard  a t  night in t h e  Natai Lengkuas area in 
association w i t h  t h e  ladang and o ther  open areas. Also 
heard  a t  t h e  B u l u h  Keci l  PHPA g u a r d  post. 

B rown  Wood-Owl S t r i x  leptoqrammica S 
Uncommon. Recorded a round  t h e  B u l u h  Kecil PHPA g u a r d  
post  only, but v e r y  regu la r l y .  Circumstantial  ev idence 
suggests t h a t  t h i s  species wi l l  eat b i rds .  

Large Frogmouth Batrachostomus au r i t us  K 
Status uncerta in.  T w o  b i r d s  were f lushed f rom low perches 
a t  t h e  edge of kerangas fo res t  on 28 June, Natai Lengkuas. 

Javan Frogmouth Batrachostomus javensis S 
Status uncer ta in .  Single b i r d s  hea rd  a t  n i g h t  in al luv ia l  
swamp fores t  a t  Natai ~ e n ~ k u a s  o n  28 a n d  27 June a n d  21 
Ju l y  were ident i f ied  a t  t h i s  sp.  f r om t h e  call ( a l l  presumed 
males). 

Malaysian Eared N igh t j a r  Eurostopodus temmincki i  
S, K, FP, L, G 
Common, t hough  more so a round  Natai Lengkuas than  in a n y  
o the r  area surveyed.  One roos t i ng  bird was f lushed f r o m  
young  kerangas vegetat ion. 

Edible-nest Swi f t le t  Collacalia fuc iphaga S, Cf. C 
Common,but more so along t h e  coast. Ident i f ied  f rom t h e  
deeply f o r k e d  tai l .  

White-bell ied Swi f t le t  Collocalia esculenta S 
Uncommon. Observed i n  t h e  Natai Lengkuas area only, but 
it may have been overlooked. 

B rown  Needletail H i rundapus q iganteus  S 
Recorded on l y  once on  26 June o v e r  t h e  Sekonyer r i v e r  a t  
Natai Lengkuas (one b i r d ) .  

S i l ver - rumped S w i f t  Rhaph idura  leucopyqia l is  S, k, FP, L, G 
Common, usua l ly  over  water .  

House Sw i f t  Apus a f f i n i s  S, FP, L, Cf, G, C 
Occasional near  bu i l d ings  o r  seen in flight. One nest  f o u n d  
on 6 J u l y  conta in ing 2 y o u n g  a t tended by 2 adults, in t h e  
eaves o f  t h e  PHPA B u l u h  Keci l  g u a r d  post .  T h i s  nes t  was 
f o u n d  des t royed  o n  27 August ,  but one bird was seen 
rebu i l d ing  on  t h e  same spot. 

Asian Palm-Swift Cyps iu rus  batasiensis C f  
Recorded o n l y  once, a popu la t ion  roos t i ng  in t h e  coconut  
p lantat ions o f  Te luk  Pulai.  

Cres ted T reesw i f t  Hemiprocne lonq ipenn is  S, K. k, FP, Cf, G 
Common. Recorded o v e r  most habi tats,  b u t  most common 
along t h e  coast. On 17 August, 2 adu l t s  w i t h  f ledged y o u n g  
were seen in coastal f r i n g e  vegetat ion, t h e  y o u n g  b e g g i n g  
food f rom t h e  adul ts .  

Whiskered T reesw i f t  Hemiprocne comata S, G 
Uncommon. Recorded o n l v  in t h e  Natai  Lenakuas area, a n d  

d 

marked ly  less common than  H. Lonqipennis.  

Red-naped T rogon  Harpactes kasumba S, K 
Uncommon in fo res t  areas. One newly- f ledged y o u n g  ne t ted  
on  27 June in kerangas. 



Diard 's  Trogon Harpactes d ia rd i i  S, K 
Uncommon, i n  fo res t  areas. 

Scarlet-rumped T rogon  Harpactes duvaucel i i  S, K 
Uncommon t o  common, in most fo res t  areas. One immature 
male net ted on 28 August .  

1 Blue-eared K ingf isher  Alcedo menin t inq  S, K, k, FP, Cf, G 
Common, in almost all habi tats.  One nest  in kerangas on  2 
June, t h e  adu l t  f l ushed  f rom t h e  nest  bu r row .  Interest ingly,  
t h e  b u r r o w  was d u g  i n to  almost level g round.  F ledged 
young were net ted  on  30 May and 1 July, and 1 was seen 
on 27 May in swampforest. 

I Black-backed1Rufous-backed Kingf isher  Ceyx e r i t h a c u s l c e y x  
ru f i do rsus  S, K, k, C f  
Common. Recorded in al l  fo res t  habitats, i nc lud inq  t h e  

I I 
- 

coastal f r i nge .  One juveni le mostly er i thacus seen on  5 
June. V i r t ua l l y  al l  ind iv idua ls  seen were er i thacus- ru f idorsus  
h y b r i d s ,  s h o w i n g  g r e a t e r  a f f i n i t y  t o  one o f  t h e  o the r  
p r inc ipa l  form. Voous (1961) and Thomson (1966) state 
t h a t  h y b r i d s  are  v e r y  common in Borneo, and  Smythies 
(1957) declared t h a t  58% of  museum specimens were h y b r i d s .  

S tork -b i l led  K ing f isher  Pelarqopsis capensis S, FP, Cf. G 
Common. Found along al l  r i v e r s  and t h e  coast. On 10 

I I September 2 immatures were observed. 

I Ruddy K ingf isher  Halcyon coromanda S, C f  
Uncommon. Net ted  in coastal f r i n g e  vegetat ion a t  T e l u k  

I Pulai ( w i n g  = 100 mm, endemic Sunda race minor) ,  and  

observed in r i pa r i an  swamp fo res t  a t  t h e  B u l u h  Keci l  PHPA 1 gua rd  post.  

Collared K ingf isher  Halcyon ch lor is  Cf, G 
Uncommon t o  common. Occasionally seen in land in t h e  
grass swamps, but most common a t  t he  coast. 

Sacred K ingf isher  Halcyon sancta Cf, C 
Migrant .  On 17 August, 2 b i r d s  were seen in coastal f r i n g e  
vegetat ion sou th  o f  t h e  B u l u h  Besar r i v e r .  One bird seen in 
scrub around Te luk  Pulai on  21 August .  

1 B lue- throated Bee-Eater Merops v i r i d s  S, K, k, FP, L, Cf, G 
i Common. O n  3 June a f ledged y o u n g  was seen begg ing  food 
I f rom an  adu l t .  

Bushy-cres ted Hornb i l l  A n o r r h i n u s  ga le r i t us  S, K, k 
Common in al l  in land fo res t  areas. T h e  most f requen t l y  
encountered g r o u p  size was 7. 

, Wr ink led Hornb i l l  Rhyt iceros  co r ruqa tus  S 
Uncommon. Occasional a round  Natai Lengkuas.  Overall, t h e  

1 least o f ten '  encountered ho rnb i l l .  

B lack Hornb i l l  Anthracoceros malayanus S, K, k 
Uncommon, t h o u g h  regu la r  a round  Natai Lengkuas.  

Southern  Pied Hornb i l l  Anthracocerus  convexus S, k 
Common. Found in al l  r i p a r i a n  hab i ta ts  on  t h e  i n t e r i o r .  

Rhinoceros Hornb i l l  Buceros rh inoceros  S, K, FP 
I 
I 

Common. Recorded in al l  in land fo res t  areas, i nc lud ing  peat 
swamp. 

Red-crowned Barbe t  Megalaima ra f f l es i i  S, K, k, FP, L 

( V e r y  common in most areas, t h o u g h  uncommon in mature 

I kerangas. 

~ Red-throated Ba rbe t  Megalaima mystacophanos K 
Uncommon. Recorded o n l y  in kerangas forest,  where it 
appears t o  displace t h e  p reced ing  species. 

I Blue-eared Barbe t  Megalaima aust ra l i s  S, K, k, FP 
V e r y  common. Heard  in a l l  i n l and  fo res t  habi tats.  One 
adu l t  was seen excavat ing  a nes t  c a v i t y  in kerangas fo res t  I on 15 June. 

I B rown Barbe t  Calorhamphus fu l ig inosus S, K ' Uncommon. Occasionally observed in fo res t  areas. 

! Rufous Piculet  Sasia abnormis S, K, k, FP, L, Cf, G 

i Common in al l  f o res t  and  s c r u b  areas. One adu l t  was seen 
c a r r y i n g  food on  31 May. In all, 8 juveni les were net ted  
between 19 June and  23 Augus t .  



Rufous Woodpecker Micropternus b rachyu rus  S 
Very  uncommon. On ly  one record, o f  a pa i r  seen excavat ing 
a nest cav i t y  on 24 August, in swamp forest .  

Crimson-Winged Woodpecker Picus puniceus S 
Uncommon. Recorded on ly  i n  t h e  Natai Lengkuas area, i n  
forest .  

Banded Woodpecker Picus miniaceus K, Cf .  
Uncommon, .bu t  less so than  t h e  preceding species, i n  fo res t  
area. 

Common Goldenback Dinopium javanense Cf .  
Common, but along t h e  coast on ly .  

Ol ive-backed Woodpecker Dinopium raf f les i i ;  S 
Ve ry  uncommon. Recorded on ly  once i n  swamp forest,  a t  
Natai Lengkuas.  

Buf f - rumped Woodpecker Meig lyptes t r i s t i s  S 
V e r y  uncommon, b u t  possib ly  overlooked. Recorded in 
al luvial  swamp fo res t  a t  Natai Lengkuas. 

Buf f -necked Woodpecker Meiq lyptes t u k k i  S, K, k, FP 
Common. Recorded in al l  in land fo res t  areas. One f ledged 
young seen begg ing  food f rom 2 adul ts  on 27 June. 

Great Slaty Woodpecker Mul ler ip icus pu lveru len tus  S, k 
Common. Mostly f o u n d  in t h e  Natai Lengkuas area. One 
male was seen excavat ing a nes t  cav i t y  o n  27 June, in a 
large t r e e  on  t h e  edge of a ladang. 

White-bell ied Woodpecker Dryocopus javensis S, K 
Common. Usual ly  associated w i t h  r i v e r i n e  swamp forests.  

Brown-capped Woodpecker Picoides m o l ~ c c e n i s  FP, Cf, G 
Uncommon. Recorded on lv  i n  t h e  arass  swamD areas near 
standing dead trees, and 'along th; coast. 0; le bird seen 
ca r r y ing  a faecal sac o u t  o f  a nest  cav i ty  on  14 June; one 
bird seen en te r i ng  a nes t  cav i t y  on  14 June ( n o t  t h e  same 
bird as j us t  mentioned): one nest  f ound  on 23 June in grass  
swamp, and another nest  f ound  a t  t he  edge of sc rub  on 27 
July (contents  of b o t h  no t  seen).  

Grey-and-Buf f  Woodpecker Hemicircus concre tus  S, K, k 
Uncommon, but possib ly  overlooked. One ac t ive  nes t  was 
f o u n d  o n  9 June in swamp fo res t  edge. 

Orange-backed Woodpecker Chrysocolaptes va l idus  S, K 
Uncommon. Occasionally seen in t h e  Natai Lengkuas area i n  
kerangas a n d  swamp fores t .  

Black-and-Red Broadb i l l  Cymbi rhynchus macrorhynchus S, K, 
k. FP. Cf. G 
Common in al l  r i pa r i an  hab i ta ts  and t h e  sea coast. On 21 
May along t h e  Sekonyer r i v e r  2 separate nes ts  were seen 
w i t h  adu l ts  leaving, a n d  1 nes t  w i t h  an  adu l t  s t i l l  ins ide  was 
also noted. On 7 June another nes t  was f o u n d  along t h e  
Sekonyer, f r e s h l y  made and  decorated w i t h  green moss. On 
7 June one bird was seen c a r r y i n g  nest  materials. On 3 
Sept. one fami ly  g r o u p  o f  2 adu l t s  a n d  2 f l edged  y o u n g  was 
seen along t h e  B u l u h  Keci l  r i v e r .  

Banded Broadb i l l  Eury la imus javanicus S 
Encountered on ly  near t h e  B u l u h  Kecil area ( in  peat basin 
marg ins) .  T h i s  species i s  repo r ted l y  r a r e  in swampy coastal 
d i s t r i c t s  ( Robinson, 1927 ; i t s  sca rc i t y  in kerangas, compared 
w i t h  E. ochromalus i s  s u r p r i s i n g  in v iew o f  t h e  comments in 
Holmes G B u r t o n  (1987 1 .  

Black-and-Yel low Broadb i l l  Eury la imus ochromalus 
S, K, FP, C f  
Common in al l  in land fo res t  areas. 

Green Broadb i l l  Calyptomena V i r i d i s  S, K, k 
Common. in al l  in land fo res t  areas, t houqh  more common i n  
keranga&. One newly-vacated nes t  was f k n d  on  30 June in 
kerangas, 1 m f rom t h e  g round .  Family g r o u p s  o f  4 b i r d s  
were occasionally encountered.  

Garnet  P i t ta  P i t ta  g rana t i na  S 
Recorded o n l y  once along t h e  B u l u h  Keci l  r i ve r ,  in al luv ia l  
forest,  on  29 August .  T h e  r e d  c rown  o f  t h e  race qranat ina  
was v is ib le.  

B a r n  Swallow H i rundo  rus t i ca  S, FP, L. Cf, G, C 
Common ( i n  migra t ion)  everywhere .  F i r s t  a r r i v a l  data was 4 
August .  



Pacific Swallow H i rundo  tahi t ica S, k, FP, L, Cf, G, C 
Common everywhere.  On 21 May, 2 nests were found a t  
Natai Lengkuas under  t h e  eaves o f  bui ld ings.  In t h e  same 

1 area 1 bird was seen bu i l d ing  another nest on 9, 12 and 17 
June. On 26 July. 1 f ledged young  was seen perched i n  

I I pandanus, a n d  2 f ledged young  were seen at tended by 2 
1 adul ts  in pandanus edge two days  later .  
1 
1 

B lack-winged F lycatcher  Sh r i ke  Hemipus h i rundinaceus S, C f  
1 , 
I 

Common in in land  fo res t  areas, usual ly  close t o  r i v e r s .  

Large Wood-Shrike Tephrodorn is  v i rqa tus  K 
I 

Encountered on l y  once, in kerangas, on 2 June. 

Bar-bel l ied Cuckoo-Shr ike Coracina s t r ia ta  K 
Recorded on l y  once, in kerangas, on 1 June. 

Lesser Cuckoo-Shrike Coracina f imbr iata S,  FP 
Common a t  t h e  edge o f  r i v e r i n e  swamp fores t .  

Pied T r i l l e r  Lalaqe n i q r a  Cf, C 
Only  f ound  in open areas near cult ivat ion, and along t h e  
coast. 

F ie ry  Min ive t  Per icrocotus igneus S,  k 
Common around Natai Lenqkuas. One iuveni le was seen 
begging food f rom an  adultdmale on  11 ~ ; ~ u s t  in t h e  B u l u h  
Besar r i v e r  area. 

1 Scarlet Min ive t  Per icrocotus flammeus S 
I Common, b u t  less so than  preced ing species. 
1 

Green l o ra  Aeqi th ina v i r id iss ima S, K, k, FP, G I I Common as an edge species. and in t h e  upper  canopy of 

Common lo ra  Aeq i th ina  t iph ia  S, K. FP, Cf, G 
Common i n  cleared areas, and v e r y  common in coastal f r i n g e  
vegetation. On 23 June 1 male was seen d isp lay ing  in a 
r ivers ide  c lear ing o n  t h e  Sekonyer; t h e  bird f lew between 
the  same f o u r  perches w i th  s t i f f  wings, hold ing i t s  ta i l  

. downwards. f u l l y  exposing t h e  long whi te f lank  feathers.  

Greater Green Lea fb i rd  Chloropsis sonnerat i  S, K, k 
T h e  mos t  common lea fb i rd  in t h e  p a r k .  O n  16 J u l y  1 
juveni le was net ted.  O n  1 J u l y  an  un iden t i f i ed  Chloropsis 
female was seen ga the r ing  nes t  materials. 

Blue-winged Lea fb i rd  Chloropsis cochinchinensis S 
Uncommon, on l y  encountered in t h e  B u l u h  Keci l  d ra inage 
area. 

Black-and-white B u l b u l  Pycnonotus melanoleucos S, L 
Uncommon. Recorded on l y  in t h e  Sekonyer r i v e r  area. 

Black-headed B u l b u l  Pycnonotus a t r i ceps  S 
Uncommon. Occasionally recorded in t h e  Natai Lengkuas 
area. 

Grey-bel l ied Bu lbu l  Pycnonotus cyan iven t r i s  S 
Recorded on l y  once along t h e  Sekonyer  r i v e r  in degraded 
r i v e r i n e  vegetat ion on  21 May. 

Puf f -backed B u l b u l  Pycnonotus eut i lo tus  S, K, k, FP 
Common in al l  i n l and  fo res ts .  

Yel low-vented B u l b u l  Pycnonotus qo iav ie r  S, k, FP, L, G, C 
Common in open areas, especial ly ladangs. One Juven i le  was 
net ted  on 13 Ju l y .  

Ol iver-winged Bu lbu l  Pycnonotus plumosus S. K, k. FP, L, 
Cf, G, C 
A common bird o f  r i v e r i n e  edge iand  open scrub land.  F i v e  
juveni les were noted between 28 May a n d  13 Augus t .  

Red-eyed Bu lbu l iCream-vented B u l b u l  Pycnonotus  brun- 
neus/simplex S,K, k, FP, L, C f  

- -- 

Common in al l  in land fo res t  areas. As  plumaqe charac ters  
a re  v e r y  similar between t h e  t w o  species, a n d  eye  colors 
decidedly polymorphic a n d  confusing, (Nash  a n d  Nash, in 
prep.  1 ,  t h e  authors  have combined observat ions and  n e t t i n g  
r e c o r d s  f o r  t h e s e  spec ies .  P r e c i s e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  
ind iv idua ls  b o t h  in t h e  f i e l d  a n d  in t h e  hand, p a r t i c u l a r l y  
i nvo l v ing  immatures, was no t  always possible. O n  13 June, 
2 juveni les were observed begg ing  food, in swamp forest .  

Lesser Green Lea fb i rd  Chloropsis cyanopoqon S, K, k 
Common, especially i n  t he  Natai Lengkuas area. 



Spectacled Bu lbu l  Pycnonotus erythropthalmos S 
Only one record  of t h i s  species, 2 b i r d s  i n  swamp fores t  a t  
Nata i  L e n g k u a s  o n  23 May.  T h i s  species was almost 
cer ta in ly overlooked. 

Yellow-bellied Bu lbu l  C r in iqe r  phaeocephalus S, K 
Common in in land  fores t  areas, most common i n  kerangas. 
A family g r o u p  o f  2 young and 2 adul ts  was net ted on 16 
Ju l y  in kerangas. 

Hook-bil led Bu lbu l  Setornis c r i n iqe r  S, K, k, FP 
Common in in land fo res t  areas. Family g roups  were noisy 
and f requent ly  heard.  One newly-f ledged young  was net ted 
on 28 May. 

Hairy-backed Bu lbu l  Hypsipetes c r i n iqe r  S, K 
Common i n  in land fo res t  areas. Two juveni les were net ted 
on 18 and 19 Ju ly .  

Buf f -vented Bu lbu l  Hypsipetes charlottae S, K 
Only one r e c o r d  o f  t h i s  species, o f  4 b i r d s  i n  kerangas on  
18 July, but probab ly  overlooked and common in forests.  

Bronzed Drongo D i c r u r u s  aeneus S 
Loca l l y  common in t h e  B u l u h  r i v e r s  area, i n  r i pa r ian  
habitats. 

Greater Racket-tai led Drongo D ic ru rus  paradiseus S, C f  
Common i n  t h e  B u l u h  r i v e r s  area. and cur iously absent f rom 
the Natai Lengkuas area. 

Dark- throated Oriole Or io lus xanthonotus S, K 
Common in in land forests. A juveni le was seen begg ing 
food f rom an adu l t  male on  11 Sept., i n  kerangas. 

Asian Fa i r y  B lueb i rd  l rena puel la S, K 
Common in a l l  in land fo res t  areas. 

Crested Jay Platy lophus qalericulatus S, K 
Recorded on ly  once in the  Natai Lengkuas area, a t  t h e  edge 
of a ladang. 

Black Magpie Platysmurus leucopterus S ,  FP 
Recorded on ly  once i n  scrub a t  Tan jung Harapan. 

Slender-bi l led Crow Corvus  enca S, K, k, FP, L, G 
Common in al l  habi tats a n d  areas. 

Velvet- f ronted Nuthatch S i t ta  f ron ta l i s  S, FP, Cf, G 
Common, b u t  easilv overlooked. One bird was seen c a r r v i n a  
food on 1 June. ?he nest  was f o u n d  on  10 June, w i t h  botj; 
b i r d s  watched c a r r y i n g  food t o  t h e  next, and  t a k i n g  away 
faecal sacs, in r i v e r i n e  swamp f o r e s t  edge. O n  17 Augus t  a 
fami ly  g r o u p  o f  2 juveni les and  2 adu l ts  was seen feed ing i n  
coastal fo res t .  

Rail Babbler  Eupetes macrocerus K 
Recorded on lv  once on 28 June i n  keranclas. The  call is  
we l l  k n o w n  t o  t h e  authors, so it i s  u'lnlikely t h a t  t h i s  
species was ser iously overlooked. 

Black-capped Babbler  Pel lorneum capistraturn S,  K 
Common i n  in land fores ts .  On  27 June one f ledged young  
was seen at tended b y  an adult,  i n  kerangas.  

Short - ta i led Babbler  Trichastoma malaccense S, K, k, FP 
Common in in land fo res t  areas, p r e f e r r i n g  dry g round .  On 
25 June one juveni le was net ted w i t h  an adu l t  in kerangas. 

White-chested Babbler  Trichastoma ros t ra tum S, K, k, FP, G 
Common, usual ly  i n  r i v e r i n e  habi tats.  

Fer rug inous Babbler  Trichastoma bicolor  S, K 
Uncommon i n  in land fo res t  areas. 

Horsf ie ld 's  Babbler  Trichastoma sepiarium S ,  K 
Common, b u t  perhaps local, i n  in land fo res t  areas. Two 
separate juveni les were net ted i n  a l luv ia l  fo res t  (pea t  basin 
marg in)  on 3 and 4 Sept. 

Abbottls Babbler  Trichastoma abbot t i  FP, C f  
Common, b u t  only i n  association w i th  n ipa.  On 15 August ,  
1 juveni le at tended by 2 adu l ts  was net ted.  

Moustached Babbler  Malacopteron maqnirostre S, K 
Uncommon. Juveni les were net ted on 24 May ( 1  1, 3 June 
(21, 4 June (11, and 30 June ( 1  b i r d )  i n  fo res t .  



Sooty-capped Babbler Malacopteron af f ine S, K 
Uncommon. One j uven i l e  was ne t t ed  on 31 May in 
kerangas, and 1 was seen on 2 June in kerangas. 

Scaly-crowned Babbler Malacopteron cinereum S, K 
Common i n  forests. Sympatric wi th  the following species. 
Two juveniles were netted on 25 June, and 1 on 16 July, i n  
kerangas. One nest was found on 28 August in al luvial 
forest (peat basin margin 1 containing 1 egg at  0600 hours, 
then 2 eggs by 1100 hours. Eggs measured 20.0 x 14.3 mm 
and 20.5 x 14.0 mm, and were pale green, densely splotched 
with pale brown, w i th  a subterminal ring of black-brown 
spots and splotches at  the  larger end. 

Rufous-crowned Babbler Malacopteron maqnum S, K, k 
Common i n  all inland forest  areas. Two possible juveniles 
were netted on 12 Sept. in kerangas. 

Grey-breasted Babbler Malacopteron albogulare S, K 
Uncommon, o r  common b u t  skulking, in dense forest. One 
s t i l l  downy  f l e d g e d  y o u n g  was ne t t ed  on 28 June i n  
kerangas. 

Chestnut-rumped Babbler Stachyris maculata S, K, FP 
The  least common Stachyris. A juvenile was netted i n  
kerangas on 11 Sept. 

Black-throated Babbler Stachyris niqricol l is S, K, k, FP 
Common in in land forests. An adul t  was seen car ry ing  food 
on 31 May i n  kerangas. Two fledged young wi th  2 adults 
were seen on 7 Ju ly  in alluvial forest. Juveniles were 
netted on 7 July, 1 Sept. and 12 Sept. i n  kerangas. 

Chestnut-winged Babbler Stachyris erythroptera S, K, k, G 
Common t o  v e r y  common i n  in land forest  areas. Two 
juveniles were netted on 22 June in young kerangas. 

Striped Ti t -Babbler Macronous gu lar is  
S , K , k , F P , L , C f , G , C  
Common, around edge and open clearings. One nest was 
found on 21 May containing 2 eggs, in ladang edge. An  
adult was seen feeding sti l l -down f ledged young on 6 June 
in swamp forest  edge. One pa i r  was seen building a nest in 
an alluvial forest  clearing on 7 July.  One nest found i n  a 
ladang on 4 August contained 2 eggs. One newly-fledged 

downy young was netted on 5 June, and other  juveniles 
were netted on 7 June, 2 and 3 August. 

Fluf fy-backed Ti t -Babbler Macronous pti losus S, K, k, FP, G 
Common i n  edge habitats. On 24 May a juvenile w i th  an 
adul t  was netted i n  al luvial swamp forest  edge. On 12 June 
1 adul t  female was netted i n  which a shelled egg low i n  the 
oviduct could be  fel t .  

Brown Fulvet ta Alcippe brunneicauda K 
Recorded only once on 18 Ju ly  when a female was netted in 
kerangas at  Natai Lengkuas. Al though th is  species usually 
has a sub-montane range (Fogden 1976, Smythies 1981 1, it 
has been recorded i n  the lowlands (see Kidd and Beales 
1977) and appears t o  be  found a t  th i s  al t i tudinal  level in 
restr icted numbers. 

Magpie Robin Copsychus saularis S, k, FP, L, Cf, G, C 
Common i n  open areas, c u l t i v a t i o n  and coastal fr inc,- 
forests. One immature w i th  a spotted throat  was captured 
on 2 August i n  fire-padang. 

White-rumped Shama Copsychus malabaricus S, K, k, FP, Cf  
Common in all forest  areas, including coastal f r i nge  forest. 
One f ledged downy young was captured on 25 June, and 8 
other juveniles were netted between 27 June and 12 August. 

Rufous-tailed Shama Copsychus py r ropyqus  S, K 
Uncommon. Observed in most forest  areas. 

Flyeater Gerygone sulphurea S, FP, Cf  
Common. Easily found i n  coastal areas and in fire-padang. 

Dark-necked Tai lorb i rd  Orthotomus atroqular is S, K, Cf, C 
Uncommon. T h e  least  common o f  t he  ta i lorbirds.  A 
part ia l ly  -downy f ledged young was netted on 23 August  in 
coastal f r i nge  vegetation. 

Ashy Tai lorb i rd  Orthotomus ruf iceps 
S , K , k , F P , L , C f . G . C  
Common in edge habitats and open areas. Two f ledged 
young were seen begging food on 11 June. On 8 Ju ly  a bird 
was seen bu i ld ing a nest between two leaves a t  the  edge o f  
alluvial forest. On 11' Ju ly  an adul t  was seen deposit ing a 
faecal sac at  the  edge o f  a ladang. Family groups (usual ly 



wi th  2 young) a re  common. Juveniles were net ted between 
2 June and 23 August .  

Rufous-tailed T a i l o r b i r d  Orthotomus sericeus 
S, K, k, FP, Cf, G 
Common i n  edge habi tats and open areas. One bird of  a 
pa i r  was seen do ing a d isplay flight on 4 June near a l luv ia l  
swamp fores t  edge. A bird was seen deposi t ing a faecal sac 
i n  scrub beh ind coastal vegetat ion on 21 August .  

Yellow-bellied Pr in ia  P r in ia  f l av i ven t r i s  FP, L, G, C 
Common t o  v e r y  common i n  ladang areas, uncommon t o  
common in f i re -padangfscrub habi tat .  One f ledged young  
was seen begg ing food f r o m  an adu l t  on  20 J u l y  in ladang. 
One nest contain ing 3 eggs was found  i n  a ladang on 21 
Ju ly .  On 31 Ju l y  a l l  3 eggs hatched. A f ledged young was 
seen begg ing food a t  t h e  edge o f  a ladang on  11 Sept. 

Grey-chested Flycatcher Rhinomyias umbrat i lus S, K 
Common, especially in dry kerangas. Juveni les were net ted 
on 27 June, 18 and 19 July,  and 20 August .  

Rufous-chested Flycatcher Ficedula d u m e t ~ r i a  K 
Recorded twice i n  keransas.  A iuveni le male was net ted on 
29 and 30 June. ~ l t h o u g h  smytLies (1957) states tha t  t h i s  
species i s  "occasional" in t h e  lowlands, t he  presence o f  a 
breed ing populat ion i n  t h i s  extreme lowland site, so f a r  f rom 
sub-montane habitats, appears t o  b e  s igni f icant .  

Malaysian B lue F lycatcher  Cyorn is  turcosa S, k, FP, C 
Common in r i v e r i n e  habi tats.  On 1 Ju l y  a f ledged young  
was being at tended by a n  adu l t  female. Newly-f ledged s t i l l  
downy young were ne t ted  on 11 and 12 July, and juveni les 
were net ted between 5. June and 12 August. 

Mangrove Blue F lycatcher  Cyorn is  ru f i qas t ra  Cf, C 
Common, but along t h e  coast i n  nipa-mangrove, coastal 
scrub, and sometimes In coastal coconut plantat ions. A 
juveni le was net ted on 15 August. 

Spotted Fantai l  Rh ip idu ra  per la ta  K 
Uncommon, i n  kerangas.  Juveni les were net ted on 26 and  
29 June. 

Pied Fantai l  Rh ip idura  javanica S,  k. FP, L, Cf. G, C 
V e r y  common i n  r i v e r i n e  habitats. A l l  nests were f o u n d  on  
r i ve rs ide  pandanus stems, w i t h  t h e  exception o f  one nest  a t  
t h e  apex o f  an  emergent Cr inum sp. leaf. Nests: on  4 
June, a nest  contain ing 3 eggs: on  4 July, 2 nests w i t h  
s i t t i ng  hatched young ( t h e  second egg  hatched by 6 August ) ;  
on  10 August, 1 nest  w i t h  a s i t t i n g  bird, and  another nest  
w i t h  2 eggs, and t h e  Cr inum nes t  w i t h  a s i t t i n g  bird; on  29 
Augus t  2 nests w i th  2 eggs each; on  31 August, 1 nest  w i t h  
s i t t i n g  bird, b o t h  sexes sha r ing  t h e  incubat ion duties: on  4 
Sept., 1 nest  w i th  2 eggs, t h i s  nes t  be ing  depredated by t h e  
n e x t  day, and the  pa i r  s ta r ted  t o  build another nest  nearby; 
on  1 Augus t  a newly-f ledged y o u n g  was be ing  at tended by 
two  adults; on  4 Augus t  a f l edged  young  was seen feed ing 
alone. Juveni les were net ted on  27 July, and  2 a n d  22 
August .  

Black-naped Monarch Hypothymis azurea S, K, k, FP 
Common i n  in land fores t  areas, w i t h  a preference f o r  mature 
kerangas. A male was seen d i sp lay ing  t o  a female o n  1 
June. A juveni le was seen begg ing  food f rom a female on  
25 June. Two males were observed i n  a t e r r i t o r i a l  fight on 
25 June. A pa i r  was seen building a nest  on  1 July, w i t h  
mosses and down. B o t h  b i r d s  were around t h e  nest, b u t  
on l y  t h e  female was seen add ing  materials. A nest  f o u n d  on  
19 J u l y  c o n t a i n e d  1 egg,  a n d  b o t h  sexes  w e r e  seen 
incubat ing.  On 7 Augus t  t h i s  nest  was found  depredated. 
Juveni les were net ted on 18 and  27 Ju ly .  

Rufous-winged Flycatcher Philentoma py rhop te rum 
S ,  K, k, FP 
Common in most in land fo res t  areas. A juveni le was ne t ted  
on 14 June. 

Mangrove Whist ler Pachycephala cinerea S, K, k, FP, C f  
Common i n  in land fo res t  areas, pa r t i cu la r l y  in kerangas. 

White-breasted Wood-Swallow Ar tamus leucorhynchus Cf, C 
Occasic3nally seen a r o u n d  c u l t i v a t e d  a r e a s  a l o n g  t h e  
Sekonyer r i v e r  ( a t  Tan jung  Harapan ) , b u t  most common 
along t h e  coast, near open areas. On  23 A u g u s t  1 f l edged  
young was be ing at tended by 2 adults, in coastal f r i n g e  
vegetat ion. 



Long-tai led Sh r i ke  Lanius schach C 
Not actual ly recorded w i th in  t h e  park,  b u t  common in t h e  
scrub land around t h e  town o f  Kumai. It i s  l i ke ly  t h a t  t h i s  
species occurs in similar habi tats w i th in  t h e  p a r k .  

Bornean Br is t lehead P i ty r ias is  gymnocephala S, K, k, FP 
Uncommon. More f requen t  in the  Natai Lengkuas area. 
Usual ly encountered in pa i r s  o r  small g roups.  One bird was 
noted in v e r y  low s c r u b  a t  Tan jung  Harapan, otherwise a l l  
s igh t ings  were made in t h e  mid-and upper  canopy levels o f  
forest .  O n  t h e  basis o f  calls. which had  a s t r o n g  s imi la r i ty  
t o  those o f  t h e  B lack  B u t c h e r b i r d  Cract icus quoy i  in l r i a n  
Jaya, we would s u p p o r t  t h e  inc lus ion o f  t h i s  species in t h e  
Cract icidae of Aust ra l ia  and  New Guinea (see Ah lqu i s t  gtd. 
1985). 

Phi l ippine Glossy S ta r l i ng  Aplonis panayensis S, Cf, C 
Common, but loca l .  A la rge evening roos t  o f  several 
hund red  b i r d s  was present  in the  coconut p lantat ions of 
Te luk  Pulai, w i t h  many immature b i r d s  evident, on  18-23 
August .  

Hi l l  Myna Gracula rel iqiosa S, K, k, FP, L, G 
Common in t h e  Natai Lengkuas area. A pa i r  was seen 
exp lor ing  a t r e e  cavit.y on 3 June, i n  r i v e r i n e  fo res t  edge. 
Single b i r d s  were seen ex i t i ng  separate nest  cavi t ies o n  14 
and 23 June, in r i v e r i n e  fo res t .  

Plain S u n b i r d  An th rep tes  simplex S, K 
Common in in land  fo res t  areas. p r e f e r r i n g  kerangas. A 
juveni le w i t h  f r e s h  fea thers  was net ted  on 2 Ju ly .  

Brown-throated S u n b i r d  Anthreptes  malacensis 
S . K . k , F P . L , C f , G , C  - - 

Common in edge hab i ta ts  and  scrub.  A nes t  w i th  2 eggs 
was found  on  23 May. Bo th  eggs hatched on  7 June, and 
f ledged on  22 June. A nest  was found  on 1 July, possib ly  
s t i l l  unde r  const ruc t ion .  Bo th  these nests were on  t h e  edge 
of a ladang. On 20 Ju l y  a juveni le was seen begg ing  food. 
Juveniles were ne t ted  between 2 and 22 August .  

Red-throated S u n b i r d  Anthreptes  rhodolaema S, K, FP 
Uncommon, i n  c lear ings and scrub.  A nest  was f o u n d  on  11 
June, and it appeared t h a t  on ly  t h e  female bu i l ds  t h e  nest, 
w i th  t h e  male occasionally inspect ing it. T h e  male d isplayed 

t o  t h e  female a t  t h e  nest, by po in t i ng  i t s  head downwards, 
i t s  t a i l  up, whi le lower ing  i t s  w ings  and  u t t e r i n g  high- 
p i tched t r i l l s .  Thompson ( 1966) bel ieved t h a t  A. rhodolaema 
and  A. malacensis may b e  al lopatr ic, but t h i s  rhodolaema 
nest  was less than  50m away f r o m  an  ac t ive  malacensis nest, 
d i s p r o v i n g  t h e  hypothesis.  

Ruby-cheeked S u n b i r d  An th rep tes  singalensis S. K, k, FP, C f  
Common, as a fo res t  edge a n d  c lear ing  species. O n  28 June 

! a f ema le  was seen  building a n e s t  in kerangas edge. 
Juveni les were ne t ted  o n  18 June a n d  27 Ju ly .  

Purple-naped S u n b i r d  Hypoqramma hypoqrammicum S, K 
Common in edge and s c r u b  habi tats.  Juveni les were  net ted  
on 3 and  6 August .  

Purp le- th roated S u n b i r d  Nectar in ia sperata K, K, k, FP, G 
Common in edge and s c r u b  habitats, juveni les were  ne t ted  
on 3 and  6 Augus t .  

Copper- throated S u n b i r d  Nectar ina calcostetha C f  
Common, b u t  o n l y  in  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  n i p a - m a n g r o v e  
vegetat ion. 

Ol ive-backed S u n b i r d  Nectar ina  jugu lar is  FP, Cf, G, C 
Common in s c r u b  a n d  f i re-padang.  Juveni le was ne t ted  on  
2 a n d  6 August .  

Crimson S u n b i r d  Aethopyga s iparaja S, k, FP, G 
Common in s c r u b  and  f i re-padang.  A juven i le  was ne t ted  on  
26 June. 

L i t t l e  Sp ide rhun te r  Arachnothera  long i ros t ra  
S. K. k, FP, Cf. G . - .  

V e r y  common in most areas. Juveni les were ne t ted  between 
20 J u l y  and 6 August .  

Th ick-b i l led  Sp ide rhun te r  Arachnothera  c rass isors t r i s  S 
Occasionally recorded in t h e  Natai Lengkuas area. 

Long-bi l led Sp iderhunter  Arachnothera  robus ta  S 
Only  recorded once in swamp fo res t  on  2 Augus t .  T h i s  
species was probab ly  over looked.  



Spectacled Sp iderhunter  Arachnothera f lav igaster  S 
Occasionally recorded in t h e  Natai Lengkuas area. 

Yellow-eared Sp iderhunter  Arachnothera chrysogenys S 
Uncommon, in fores ts  around Natai Lengkuas. A juveni le 
was net ted on 13 June. 

Scarlet-breasted Flowerpecker Prionochi lus thoracicus 
S, k, FP 
Uncommon. mostly observed in sc rub  habitats. Juveni les 
were net ted on  14 and  20 July.  

Yellow-breasted Flowerpecker Prionochi lus maculatus 
S, K, k. FP, C 
Very  common. i n  fo res t  edge habitats as well as closed 
f o r e s t .  Juven i les  were net ted between 23 May and  29 
August .  

Crimson-breasted Flowerpecker Prionochi lus percussus 
K, k, FP 
Uncommon, mostly observed in sc rub  habitats. Juveni les 
were net ted on 26 and  27 July.  

Yel low-vented Flowerpecker Dicaeum chrysor rheum S ,  L 
Recorded on ly  once a t  t h e  edge o f  r ipar ian  swamp fo res t  a t  
Natai Lengkuas on  22 May. 

Orange- bel l ied Flowerpecker Dicaeum tr iqonostigma 
S, K, k, FP, L, Cf, G 
Common as a n  edge species. A juveni le was seen o n  22 
May and juveni les were net ted between 23 May and  17 Ju ly .  

Plain Flowerpecker Dicaeum concolor FP 
Recorded on ly  in one locality, Tan jung Harapan, in open 
scrub, but t h i s  species i s  easily overlooked. 

Scarlet-backed Flowerpecker Dicaeum cruentatum FP 
Common in s c r u b  habi tats.  

Scarlet-headed Flowerpecker Dicaeum trochi leum S. FP 
Uncommon b u t  widespread i n  edge habitats. Th i s  appears t o  
be t h e  western l im i t  o f  i t s  p resent ly  recorded range  in 
Kalimantan. 

Javan White-Eye Zosterops f l ava  C f  
Local, common in t h e  coastal f r i n g e  vegetat ion o f  Te luk  
Pulai. On  21 Augus t  a f ledged young  was seen begg ing  food 
f rom an adul t .  A juveni le was ne t ted  on  23 August .  A few 
b i r d s  were heard  a t  Tan jung  K u b u  (wes t  side o f  Kumai B a y )  
on  8 Sept. 

Dusky  Munia Lonchura fuscans S, k, FP, L, C, C 
Common i n  grassy  areas. One bird seen c a r r y i n g  nest  
materials on  17 June. Nests were f o u n d  on 2, 9 and  21 
August, w i th  b i r d s  seen e x i t i n g  t h e  nests. 
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A V IS IT  T O  GUNUNG N Y l U T  I N  WEST KALIMANTAN* 

b y  
A .  PRIEME 

and 
M. HEEGAARD 

Almost no orn i thological  f ie ldwork  has been done in 
t h e  mon tane  r e g i o n s  o f  Ka l iman tan  i n  r e c e n t  decades 
(Holmes and  B u r t o n  1987). 

We spent  10 days  f rom 28 August  t o  6 September 1986 
observ ing b i r d s  in Gunung  N y i u t  Wildlife Refuge, West 

*Repr inted f rom Kukl ia, Vol 3,No. 3-4, Feb rua ry  1988, Pp. 
138-140 

Kalimantan (1100E, l o  N )  and  hope t h a t  o u r  r e c o r d  w i l l  
con t r i bu te  t o  t h e  d i s t r i bu t i ona l  knowledge o f  t h e  avi fauna o f  
Borneo. 

T h e  w i l d l i f e  r e f u g e  c o v e r s  140,000 ha.  o f  main ly 
submontane fo res t .  T h e  h ighes t  elevation a t  t h e  summit o f  
Gunung N y i u t  i s  1701 m. Between 800 and  1500 meters v e r y  
l i t t l e  change in vegetat ion can b e  seen, b u t  above t h i s  
elevation and  u p  t h e  steep slopes o f  Gunung  N y i u t  t h e  t rees  
become q u i t e  low, on l y  reach ing  10-15 m in he igh t .  

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  i s  a n  a n n o t a t e d  c h e c k l i s t  o f  b i r d s  
recorded above about  800 m - o u r  a l t i tudes  are  estimates 
and  the re fo re  t h e y  a re  o n l y  ind ica t ive .  Unless o therwise  
stated, a l l  b i r d s  were seen in pr imary ,  submontane fo res t .  

Macropygia ru f i ceps  L i t t l e  Cuckoo-Dove: Common. 

Harpactes oreskios Orange-breasted T rogon  : One a t  1000 
meters. 

Megala ima mon t i co la  M o u n t a i n  B a r b e t :  Common - i t s  
d i s t i nc t i ve  cal l  be ing  one o f  t h e  charac ter is t i c  sounds above 
1000 meters. 

Meqalaima eximia B lack- th roated Ba rbe t :  A s ingle bird seen 
a t  1200 meters. It was observed a t  about  15 meters range  
f o r  s e v e r a l  m inu tes ,  t a p p i n g  o n  a dead  trunk l i k e  a 
woodpecker. 

H i rundo  rus t i ca  B a r n  Swallow: A small f lock  a round  summit 
o f  Gunung N y i u t .  

C r in iqe r  ochraceous Ochraceous B u l b u l  : Common. 

Hypsipetes f lavala Ashy  Bu lbu l :  A few. 

D i c r u r u s  leucophaeus A s h y  Drongo:  A few. 

T r i c h a s t o m a  p y r r h o g e n y s  T e m m i n c k ' s  B a b b l e r :  O n e  
observat ion.  

Pomatorhinus montanus Chestnut -backed Scimi tar-Babbler :  
One observat ion.  



Napothera crassa Mountain Wren-Babbler: Common a t  1200- 
1400 meters, f requen t ing  low bushes, seen in pa i r s  o r  small 
groups.  

Napothera epi lepidota Eye-browed Wren-Babbler: Singles 
noted around 1200 meters in dense undergrowth.  It p roved  
somewhat d i f f i c u l t  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  Wren-Babblers because o f  
sku l k ing  behavior  and similar plumage. Mountain Wren- 
Babbler was ident i f ied  by larger  size, al l  whi te th roa t  and  
breast, f a in t l y  s t reaked upper  parts, and by l i gh te r  b r o w n  
color. Eye-browed Wren-Babbler could b e  confus ing due t o  
a wide range o f  plumages, b u t  when seen the  whi te spots on 
wing-coverts were conclusive. 

S tachyr is  n iq r iceps Grey-throated Babbler: Common. 

Pteru th ius  f lav iscapis White-browed Shr ike-Babbler :  One a t  
1000 meters. 

Alcippe brunneicauda Brown  Fulvet ta:  Common. 

Yuhina eve re t t i  Chestnut-crested Babbler :  V e r y  common 
f rom 500 meters and  upward.  

En icurus  leschenault i  White-crowned Forkta i l  : A s ingle bird 
a t  1000 meters in swampy fo res t  near a slow moving stream. 

Chlamydochaera je f fe ry i  Black-breasted T h r u s h :  One pa i r  
seen feeding t h e i r  f u l l y  g rown  young - once presumably w i t h  
a tiny f r u i t .  Observed a t  1200 meters, and always keep ing 
t o  low branches o f  small t o  medium-sized trees. A f u r t h e r  
single ind iv idua l  was seen i n  the  same habi tat  and al t i tude.  

Abroscopus superc i l ia r is  Yellow-bellied Warbler : A few. 

Seicercus montis Yel low-breasted Warbler: Common. 

Phylloscopus t r i v i r q a t u s  Mountain Leaf-Warbler : Common. 

Orthotomus cuculatus Mountain Ta i lo rb i rd :  Common above 
1000 meters in dense th ickets.  

Cyron is  concreta White-tailed Flycatcher:  One. 

Rh ip idura  albicol l is White-throated Fantai l  : Common. T h e y  
h a d  t h e  p a l e r  u n d e r p a r t s  o f  R.2. sarawacencis a n d  a 
nar rower  wh i te  th roa ts t r i pe  compared t o  t h e  i l l us t ra t i on  o f  
R.2. kinabalu in Smythies I1981 I ;  sometimes t h i s  s t r i p e  was - 
bare ly  v is ib le.  

Pachycepha la  h y p o x a n t h a  B o r n e a n  M o u n t a i n  Whis t le r :  
Common. 

A e t h o p y g a  siparaja Crimson Sunb i rd :  One male a t  800 
meters. 

Aethopyga mystacalis Scarlet Sunb i rd :  Several records  a t  
800-1000 meters. 

Arachnothera lonq i ros t ra  L i t t l e  Sp iderhunter :  Two records.  

Chlorocharis emiliae Mountain Black-eye: Several seen near  
summit o f  Gunung N y i u t  in small t rees.  

Most o f  these species a re  widely d i s t r i b u t e d  i n  Borneo, 
o r  known f rom t h e  nearby  Penrissen and  Poi ranges i n  
Sarawak. However, major extensions o f  known range, t o  
t h e  o r d e r  o f  350 km, are  indicated f o r  t h e  Mountain Barbet, 
a n d  o f  500 t o  700 k m  f o r  t h e  Black-breasted Th rush ,  
Mountain Wren-Babbler and  Mountain Ta i l o rb i rd  (Smythies, 
1957 and  1981 1 .  From t h e  lowlands one species deserves 
mention: In typ ica l  lowland d ip terocarp  fo res t  a s ingle 
C a p r i m u l q u s  c o n c r e t u s  B o n a p a r t e ' s  N i g h t j a r  was seen 
perched in a small t ree  about 3 meters above t h e  g r o u n d  in 
f u l l  day l i gh t  f o r  4-5 minutes. T h e  bird, o f  t yp i ca l  n i g h t j a r  
appearance, was general ly  d a r k  brown, had two small but 
d i s t i nc t  wh i te  patches on t h e  ou te r  t a i l  feathers, a wh i te  
th roa t  patch  (as  t h e  bird usua l ly  he ld  i t s  bill po in t i ng  down 
t h i s  pa tch  was p a r t l y  hidden), a b a r r e d  d a r k  and  buff u p p e r  
breast, bordered below by an ind i s t i nc t  wh i te  b reas t  band, 
and a b a r r e d  b rown  and b u f f  be l ly .  It lacked any  mark ings  
i n  t h e  w i n g  a n d  lacked  t h e  ear t u f t s  o f  Eurostopodus 

1 t emrn inck i i  Ma lays ian  E a r e d  N i g h t j a r .  A l though  n o t  a 
I re l iable f i e l d  indicator, t h e  size appeared t o  b e  small. 

Ficedula h y p e r y t h r a  Snowy-browed Flycatcher:  Two records.  

Ficedula westermanni L i t t l e  Pied Flycatcher:  One. 
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N E W S  A N D  A N N O U N C E M E N T S  

Mental I l lness in Sarawak and  Austra l ia :  
A Cross Cu l tu ra l  Comparison 

Major psychot ic  i l lness, especially schizophrenia, has  
been a t  t h e  center  o f  contemporary c ross-cu l tu ra l  research 
i n to  mental i l lness. A g rea t  deal o f  at tent ion has been 
focused o n  t h e  v a r y i n g  cl inical manifestat ions o f  schizo- 
phren ia  in d i f f e r e n t  social contex ts  and  in par t i cu la r ,  o n  t h e  
signif icant var ia t ion  observed in t h e  prognosis o f  schizo- 
phren ia  in d i f f e r e n t  cu l tu res .  T h i s  la t te r  issue has exc i ted  
in te res t  among psych ia t r i s t s  and anthropologists ever  s ince 
t w o  la rge-sca le ,  c r o s s - c u l t u r a l  p ro jec t s  (Wor ld  Heal th 
Organizat ion 1979; Sa r to r i us  e t  al. 1986) showed t h a t  t h e  
long-term out look f o r  pa t ien ts  s u f f e r i n g  f rom schizophrenia 
was considerably more favorab le  if t h e y  l i ved in a develop- 
ing coun t r y  t h a n  if t h e y  l i v e d  in t h e  developed wor ld.  T h e  
c o n c l u s i o n s  o f  t h e s e  t w o  W o r l d  H e a l t h  O r g a n i z a t i o n  
sponsored studies were in agreement w i th  t h e  consensus o f  
research opin ion (Warner 1985). Since t h e  Second World 

q a r ,  no  less t h a n  fou r teen  major c ross-cu l tu ra l  p ro jec ts  

have shown schizophrenia t o  have a more favorab le  outcome 
in T h i r d  World countr ies.  

What fac tors  might  account' f o r  t h i s  d i f fe rence? So 
f a r  t he re  a re  no  de f i n i t i ve  answers t o  t h i s  question, b u t  it 
i s  un l i ke l y  t h a t  d i f fe rences in outcome a r e  re la ted  t o  t h e  
c l in ical  fea tures  o f  t h e  disease p e r  se. T h u s  t h e  more 
favorable prognosis in T h i r d  World count r ies  holds t r u e  fo r  
all c l inical var iet ies o f  schizophrenia, whether  t h e  disease is  
acute in onset o r  whether  it i s  a ch ron i c  t y p e  o f  i l lness 
w i t h  an ins id ious onset. 

Instead, most avai lable evidence po in ts  t o  t h e  c ruc ia l  
ro le o f  social and  cu l t u ra l  f ac to rs  in in f l uenc ing  a pat ien t ' s  
recovery  f r o m  psychot ic  i l lness. F o r  example, t h e  Wor ld 
Health Organizat ion s tud ies  f o u n d  t h a t  an absence o f  social 
isolat ion and  an ag r i cu l t u ra l  occupat ion were b o t h  associated 
w i t h  a good prognosis. Paradoxical ly, pa t ien ts  w i t h  t h e  
l owes t  l e v e l  o f  e d u c a t i o n  h a d  t h e  bes t  outcome, most 
p robab ly  because i n  developing count r ies  it was t h i s  g r o u p  
whose mil ieu p rov ided  t h e  h ighes t  level o f  suppor t .  

In assoc ia t i on  w i t h  t h e  S a r a w a k  Museum a n d  t h e  
Sarawak Medical Department I am p resen t l y  se t t i ng  u p  a 
comparative s t u d y  o f  schizophrenia in Sarawak and  Aust ra l ia  
in an  at tempt t o  look a t  t h e  social and  cu l t u ra l  f ac to rs  
which m igh t  in f luence recove ry  f r o m  t h e  d isorder .  T h i s  
p ro jec t  i s  be ing  ca r r i ed  o u t  u n d e r  t h e  auspices o f  ( a n d  w i t h  
t he  f inancia l  suppor t  o f )  t h e  National Heal th and Medical 
Research Counci l  in Canberra, Aust ra l ia .  

One p a r t  o f  t h e  pro jec t  w i l l  b e  located in Adelaide, 
Austral ia, and wi l l  examine Western, c i t y -dwe l l i ng  pat ien ts  
w i th in  a developed, welfare-capital  i s t  society. T h e  o the r  
p a r t  w i l l  b e  located in t h e  F i r s t  a n d  Second admin is t ra t ive  
d iv is ions o f  Sarawak and wi l l  focus  on  one e thn i c  g roup,  t h e  
Iban.  T h i s  w i l l  enable comparison between pat ien ts  l i v i n g  i n  
a d e v e l o p e d  economy w i t h  those who l i v e  i n  a r a p i d l y  
developing economy. T h e r e  a re  many reasons t o  locate one 
p a r t  o f  t h e  s t u d y  among t h e  Iban.  It i s  a l a rge  e thn i c  
g r o u p  w i t h  a s ingle language. Ear l ie r  s tudies o f  Schmidt  
(1964) indicate t h a t  t h e  prevalence o f  mental i l lness among 
t h e  l ban  i s  n o t  high, suggest ing  t h a t  t h e  recove ry  r a t e  f r o m  

I psychot ic  i l lness i s  good in t h i s  g r o u p .  Furthermore,  t h e r e  
is  an emerging lban middle a n d  lower class l i v i n g  in l a rge  



p o p u l a t i o n  cen te rs ,  i n c l u d i n g  Kuch ing  and S r i  Aman. 
Patients f rom th i s  sector o f  lban society may p rov ide  an 
in teres t ing  sub-group t o  compare w i th  Austra l ian pat ients on 
t h e  one hand and w i t h  r u r a l  l ban  patients on t h e  o ther  
hand. 

Of necessity, t h i s  i s  a long-term project .  I n i t i a l l y  I 
wil l  c a r r y  ou t  a detai led psych ia t r ic  examination of each 
patient, pay ing  par t icu lar  at tent ion t o  the  pat ient 's  fami ly  
and k insh ip  s t ruc ture ,  t o  family at t i tudes toward t h e  pat ien t  
(degree o f  tolerance, capacity t o  support,  ab i l i t y  t o  p rov ide  
him o r  h e r  w i th  a valued ro le)  and t o  t h e  pat ient 's  own 
perceptions o f  h i s  o r  h e r  i l lness. Of great  importance i s  
t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  wh ich  the  pat ient  places on aud i to ry  
hal lucinations o r   voice^'^: whether these experiences are  
viewed as stemming f rom b r a i n  disease, f rom t h e  pat ient 's  
own thoughts  o r  unconscious mind, o r  f rom super-natural  
agents such as sp i r i t s  o r  perhaps ex t ra- ter res t r ia l  inf luences. 
Follow-up examinations wi l l  be  undertaken a f te r  two years  
and again a f te r  f i v e  years  i n  o rde r  t o  assess t h e  ex tent  t o  
which t h e  pat ient  has recovered. Instead of us ing  a c l in ic-  
based approach. 1 p lan  t o  c a r r y  o u t  these assessments in t h e  
patient 's own dwelling, b e  it longhouse, suburban home or, 
i n  t h e  case o f  Adelaide patients. u rban dwel l ing.  T h i s  
u s u a l l y  a l lows f o r  a more int imate appreciat ion o f  t h e  
problems faced by b o t h  pat ient  and family. T h e  analysis of 
these data wi l l  seek t o  i den t i f y  t h e  social condi t ions wh ich  
a r e  c o n d u c i v e  t o  recovery  f rom schizophrenia o r  wh ich  
al ternat ively tend  t o  perpetuate t h i s  psychot ic  i l lness. 

A n  important  methodological aspect of t h e  s tudy  i s  t h e  
combined u s e  o f  p s y c h i a t r i c  a n d  anthropo log ica l  f i e ld  
r e s e a r c h  t e c h n i q u e s ,  d r a w i n g  o n  my t r a i n i n g  in b o t h  
discipl ines. The  f i r s t  stage. which has been completed, was 
an ethnographic s t u d y  o f  a psych ia t r ic  hospital i n  Austra l ia 
( B a r r e t t  1987). I t  examined t h e  social organization and 
cu l tu re  o f  t h e  mental hospital, focusing on schizophrenia 
and i t s  social def in i t ion.  I approached t h i s  subject  n o t  f rom 
a p s y c h i a t r i c  s t a n c e  but f r o m  t h e  perspect ive  o f  t h e  
sociology of knowledge, t rea t i ng  psych ia t r ic  knowledge o f  
mental i l lness as i tself  a fo rm o f  ethno-science which  i s  
located w i th in  a d is t inc t ive ly  Western cu l tu ra l  f ramework.  
Indeed t h e  v e r y  def in i t ion  of schizophrenia i s  rooted i n  
Western values and ins t i tu t iona l  formations. 

T h e  second  stage,  c u r r e n t l y  in p rog ress ,  i s  an  
e t h n o g r a p h i c  s t u d y  o f  l b a n  c u l t u r e ,  e x a m i n i n g  l b a n  
concep t ions  o f  personhood and lban  cu l tu ra l  notions o f  
i l lness i n  general and mental i l lness i n  par t icu lar .  T h i s  
stage i s  expected t o  take  14 months. T h e  e thnography i s  
being under taken in a longhouse in t h e  Saribas area o f  t h e  
Second Division, a location wh ich  prov ides a n  oppor tun i t y  t o  
examine t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  h e a l i n g  prac t ices  of t h e  many 
manang who a re  act ive i n  t h a t  area. 

I 

As  a r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  extended pre l iminary  anthropological 
f ie ld  work  b o t h  in Adelaide a n d  in Sarawak, I expect  t h e  
comparative psych ia t r ic  s t u d y  t o  b e  g rounded  in a tho rough  
e thnograph ic  unders tand ing o f  each cu l tu re .  My in i t ia l  
observat ions are  t h a t  t he re  a re  indeed pat ients in b o t h  
cu l tu res  who a re  diagnosed as s u f f e r i n g  f rom schizophrenia 
and who a r e  su f f i c ien t ly  similar (delusions, hal luc inat ions 
and though t  d isorder )  t h a t  t h e y  bear  comparison. F u r t h e r -  
more, l ban  and Austra l ian pat ien ts  a re  su f f i c ien t ly  d i f f e r e n t  
tha t  t h e  comparison should b e  f r u i t f u l .  

F o r  example, b o t h  l b a n  a n d  A u s t r a l i a n  p a t i e n t s  
experience aud i to ry  hallucinations, usua l ly  in t h e  f o r m  o f  
voices t a l k i n g  t o  them and i n s t r u c t i n g  them t o  do  th ings .  
lban patients, much more so than  t h e i r  Aust ra l ian  counter-  
pa r t s ,  t end  t o  i n t e r p r e t  these voices w i th in  a sp i r i t ua l  
context. Commonly they  a t t r i b u t e  them t o  &. Family 
members f requen t l y  agree w i t h  such  views, so lessening t h e  
l ikel ihood o f  a conf l i c t  o f  in terpre ta t ions  between pat ien t  
and immediate kin. Indeed t h e  f ramework w i th in  wh ich  
patients and the i r  families make sense o f  t h e  symptoms o f  
t h e  i l l n e s s  i s  u s u a l l y  c o m p a t i b l e  w i th  core aspects o f  
t radi t ional  lban cu l tu re .  In Aust ra l ia  it i s  more common t o  
find pat ien ts  a n d  t h e i r  families in pers is tent  disagreement 
over  t h e  meaning and  possible cause o f  aud i to ry  hal lucina- 
t ions and o ther  symptoms o f  schizophrenia. A n d  in many 
instances, pat ients '  conceptions o f  t h e i r  i l lness (seeing it as 
caused b y  malign influences, be ing  poisoned o r  perhaps as a 
r e s u l t  o f  t e l e p a t h i c  i n t e r f e r e n c e  w i t h  t h e  b r a i n )  a r e  
dissonant w i t h  core aspects o f  secular, mater ia l is t  Aust ra l ian  1 cu l tu re .  

1 Aside f rom these di f ferences i n  the  way people def ine  
and unders tand the i r  i l lness i n  each sett ing, t he re  i s  a 
s t r i k i n g  d i f fe rence i n  pat ients '  kin s t ruc tu res .  While it i s  



t r u e  t h a t  t he re  are  some similar i t ies between t h e  bilik and  
t h e  Austra l ian nuclear  family, t h e  bilik i s  embedded w i th in  a 
wider  kaban s t r u c t u r e  and  also, f o r  r u r a l  Iban, w i th in  t h e  
l o n g h o u s e  organizat ion.  I n  these respects t h e  bilik i s  
fundamental ly d i f f e r e n t  t o  t h e  suburban Aust ra l ian  family. 
A n  important  p a r t  of t h i s  s t u d y  wi l l  be  t o  examine how 
t h e s e  d i f f e r e n c e s  a f fec t  t h e  process of recovery  f rom 
schizophrenia. 

It i s  ant ic ipated t h a t  t h i s  research may he lp  t o  t h r o w  
some light on  t h e  fundamental na tu re  o f  schizophrenia and  
develop o u r  theoret ica l  unders tand ing o f  mental i l lness. A t  
a more pract ica l  level, it i s  hoped t h a t  t h e  f i nd ings  o f  t h e  
s t u d y  may h a v e  i m p o r t a n t  c l in ica l  implications f o r  t h e  
treatment of pat ients w i t h  schizophrenia as well as heal th 
p o l  i c y  i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  deve lopment  o f  psych ia t r i c  
services b o t h  in Aust ra l ia  a n d  in Malaysia. ( D r .  R. J. 
B a r r e t t ,  Ne i l  H a m i l t o n  F a i r l e y  Research  Fel low, T h e  
Un ive rs i t y  o f  Adelaide, Department o f  Psychiatry,  Royal 
Adelaide Hospital, N o r t h  Terrace, Adelaide, South  Aust ra l ia  
500, AUSTRALIA)  
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B O R N E O  N E W S  

Reqional News 

Jakarta:  More than  a yea r  ago, Indonesia banned t h e  
I 

u s e  o f  5 7 ( 1 )  pest ic ides in i t s  r i c e  f ie lds .  O n l y  10(21 
pesticides escaped t h e  ban. T h e  agrochemical companies 
howled a n d  t r i e d  t o  app l y  counter -pressure  by lay ing  o f f  

I workers.  T h e r e  was in i t ia l  res is tance f r o m  farmers  who 
, feared be ing  o v e r r u n  by pests. 

B u t  t h e  ban  i s  wo rk ing .  Farmers g o t  t h e  same y ie lds  
i n  1987 us ing  on ly  half as much insect ic ide as t h e y  used 
before.  A n d  t h e  b rown  hopper  populat ion, wh ich  had  wiped 
o u t  thousands o f  hectares o f  r i c e  in t h e  past. seems t o  b e  
decl in ing.  

'It i s  too ear ly  t o  come t o  any  de f i n i t e  conclusions. 
B u t  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  we have  col lected so f a r  shows a 
decrease in t h e  number o f  hoppers,' sa id  D r .  Soejitro, an 
entomologist w i t h  t h e  Bogor  Research I n s t i t u t e  f o r  Food 
Crops ( BOR IF 1 .  

T h e  pest ic ide ban  came in to  fo rce  in November 1986, 
as p a r t  o f  an in tegra ted pes t  management programme f o r  
r ice.  It i s  a revo lu t i ona ry  new s t ra tegy  in t h e  on-going war  
w i t h  t h e  b r o w n  h o p p e r ,  b a s e d  o n  t h e  d iscovery  t h a t  
pest ic ides were s imply b r e e d i n g  b i g g e r  a n d  b e t t e r  supe r -  
pests. 

Said Min is te r  o f  National Development, in an  explana- 
t i on  o f  t h e  new s t ra tegy  in January  1987: 'The  b r o a d  use 
o f  pesticides, a p a r t  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  in Indonesia..  . f o r  some 
t w e n t y  years, does more harm t h a n  good because it does 
more t o  eliminate t h e  na tu ra l  enemies o f  pes ts  t h a n  t h e  
pests themselves. 

I 
T h e  programme i s  descr ibed by Dr. Peter  Kenmore, 

, Un i t ed  Nations special ist  at tached t o  t h e  ln te rnat iona l  Rice 
Research I n s t i t u t e  in Manila, as ' t he  most modern, f l ex ib le  
and  sc ient i f ica l ly  sound f i e l d  pes t  management system in t h e  / development wor ld ' .  I t s  implementation i s  possib le because 

) pest ic ides f o r  r i c e  fa rmers  a r e  subs id ized by t h e  government  
a n d  t h e r e f o r e  t h e i r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  i s  cont ro l led  t h r o u g h  
government agencies. 



The  motive beh ind the  ban is  concern about maintain- 
i n g  self-suff iciency i n  rice, Indonesia's most pol i t ical crop.  
B u t  t he  impact of a ban  o n  pesticides on t h e  hea l th  o f  r i c e  
farmers and t h e i r  environment i s  also l i ke ly  t o  b e  con- 
siderable. 

The b rown  p lant  hopper, which sucks t h e  sap f rom t h e  
r i c e  shoot and dest roys  it, i s  t h e  major pest in Java's west 
r i ce  f ields. 

T h e  G r e e n  R e v o l u t i o n  package,  w h i c h  comb ined  
i r r i ga t i on  and h igh-y ie ld ing  r i ce  strains, allowed cont inuous 
cropp ing - and  so created an al l -year-round p layg round  f o r  
t h e  hoppers t o  prol i ferate.  T h e  Green Revolut ion t rans -  
formed an occasional pest  i n to  a scourge. 

I n  1977, s h o r t l y  a f te r  t h e  high-y ie ld ing var iet ies spread 
t h r o u g h  Java, t h e  hopper wiped o u t  more t h a n  700,000 
hectares o f  r i ce .  T h e  farmers, in response, whacked on 
more and more insecticides, al l  subsidized by t h e  govern-  
men t .  B y  1984, l n d o n e s i a  was u s i n g  40,000 tons o f  
pesticides a year ( o n  al l  crops),  more than f o u r  times t h e  
amount used in 1979. 

A t  t h e  same t i m e  Indones ia ' s  s c i e n t i s t s  raced t o  
develop r i c e  s t ra ins  res is tant  t o  the  hopper. B u t  research 
a t  B O R l F  showed t h a t  t h e  hoppers which s u r v i v e d  t h e  
insecticides -actual ly  la id  more eggs than  before, whi le t h e i r  
na tura l  enemies were k i l l ed  off, leading t o  an upsu rge  o f  
super-hoppers i n  t h e  n e x t  season. 

A n d  as soon as t h e  scient is ts came u p  w i t h  a r i c e  
s t r a i n  r e s i s t a n t  t o  h o p p e r  attacks, t h e  hoppers  would 
produce a new b io type which  could munch t h r o u g h  t h a t  
s t ra in  as well. 

As  a r e s u l t  t he re  was an upsu rge  of hopper at tacks in 
1983 and  again in 1986, t h e  year t h a t  the pesticides were 
banned. 

I n t e g r a t e d  p e s t  management rep laces  t h i s  l os ing  
s t rugg le  w i t h  another mix  o f  weapons, mainly natura l .  T h e y  
inc lude cont ro l l ing  p lan t i ng  pat terns  so tha t  al l  f i e lds  i n  one 
area are cleared (and  foodless f o r  hoppers)  a t  one time, 
p lant ing  res is tant  varieties, and t h e  use o f  insecticides on ly  

when t h e  h o p p e r  p o p u l a t i o n  r i s e s  above an 'economic 
threshold',  where t h e  damage becomes unacceptable. 

T h e  10 insecticides farmers a r e  s t i l l  allowed t o  use 
Iwere selected because t h e y  kill t h e  hopper a t  t he  right 

I 
doses b u t  t h e y  do no t  kill i t s  na tu ra l  enemies', Soej i tro 

1 explained. 

T h e y  a re  also less l i ke ly  t o  kill t h e  fa rmer .  Most o f  1 t he  10 are  carbarnate insecticides, wh ich  a l though tox i c  do 
no t  have a cumulat ive e f fec t  on  t h e  b o d y  a n d  a r e  seldom 
l i fe- threatening.  Amongst those banned a r e  t h e  organopho- 
sphate insecticides, wh ich  a r e  r a p i d l y  absorbed t h r o u g h  t h e  
sk in  and cause t h e  most number o f  pest ic ide deaths wor ld -  
wide. 

B O R l F  h a s  now t u r n e d  i t s  research energies onto  
c u l t i v a t i n g  t h e  h o p p e r ' s  n a t u r a l  enemies. A team o f  
entomologists are  breed ing th ree  var iet ies o f  insect  and of, ,  
f ungus  which can p u t  t h e  hopper  o u t  o f  act ion. 

T h i s  two-year-old research p ro jec t  has reached t h e  
s t a g e  w h e r e  t h e  p r e d a t o r s  a r e  b e i n g  re leased  i n t o  
e x p e r i m e n t a l  f ie lds t o  t r a c k  t h e i r  e f fec t  on  t h e  hopper 
populat ion. It wi l l  b e  another year  before  t h e y  are  ready 
f o r  general release t o  farmers, Soej i t ro estimates. 

If t h i s  method o f  na tu ra l  cont ro l  i s  successful, it could 
po in t  t h e  way towards reduc ing  t h e  use o f  pesticides even 
f u r t h e r  - and i n  o ther  c rops besides r ice.  

It cannot come too soon f o r  t h e  hea l th  o f  Indonesia's 
farmers.  Fo r  years lndonesia has been a pr ime ta rge t  f o r  
t h e  expor t  o f  pesticides wh ich  a re  banned o r  res t r i c ted  in 
t h e  West. Seventy percent  o f  i t s  to ta l  pest ic ide product ion  
comes f rom formulat ion p lants  owned by f o u r  mul t inat ionals 
- Bayer, IC1, Dow Chemicals and  Chevron.  

1 A recent  su rvey  by t h e  In ternat iona l  Organizat ion o f  
Consumers Unions found  g l a r i n g  v io lat ions o f  t h e  pesticides 1 code in Indonesia I IOCU, V io la t inq  Pesticides Code. 

! 
! 1987). 



They  found  tox i c  insecticides rout ine ly  repackaged and 
marketed t o  farmers i n  unmarked bags o r  bot t les w i t h  no 
warnings o r  d i rect ions f o r  use. 

T h e y  a l so  no ted  unethical promotions o f  pesticides 
t h r o u g h  lot ter ies and advert isements which gave no warn ing 
of the  dangers o f  pesticide spray ing.  One calendar, b y  D u  
Pont, showed a p r e t t y  model spray ing a tobacco c r o p  I 

wearing n o  more protect ion than  a tight sa rung  and a sexy  , 
smile - T h i r d  World Network  Features. 1 

NOTES 

1. T h e  57 b a n n e d  p e s t i c i d e s  are: Agro th ion 50 EC 
( f e n i t r o t h i o n  ) ; A z o d r i n  15 WSC (monocrotophos); 
Bassazinon 45/30 EC (diazinon + BPMC); Basmiban 20 
EC (ch lo rpy r i f os ) ;  Basminon 60 EC (diazinon 1; Basudin 
EC 60; Bay rus i l  250 EC (quinalphos); Bay rus i l  5 G 
( q u i n a l p h o s )  ; Basud in  10 G (diazinon): Brantasan 
4501300 EC ( d i a z i n o n  + BPMC);  C a r b a v i n  85 WP 
( c a r b a r y l  1; Cytrolane 2C ( mephosfolan) ; Dharmasan 60 
EC ( phenthoate); Dharmathion 50 EC ( fen i t ro th ion) ;  
Diazinon 60 EC (diazinon ) ; Dicarbone 85s ( c a r b a r y l  ; 
Dimaphen  50 EC ( f e n i t r o t h i o n  1 ; Dimecron phos- 
phamidon); Dursban 20 BC (ch lo rpy r i f os ) ;  Dursban 1515 
E ( c h l o r p y r i f o s  + BPMC); Byfonate 5 G ( fonofos) ;  
Ekalux 25 EC (quinalphos); Ekaluz 5 C (quinalphos);  
Ekamet 5G (etr imfos) ;  Elsan 60 EC (phenthoate); E ls tar  
45 /30 EC ( p h e n t h o a t e  + BPMC);  E u m u l t h i o n  T M  
( t r i c h l o r p h o n  + az inphos -methy l ) ;  Folimat 500 SL  
(omethoate) ; Fomadol 50 EC ( malathion) ; Cusadr in 150 
CS ( monocrotophos); Hostation 40 EC ( t r iazophos) ; 
K a r b a t h i o n  50 EC ( f e n i t r o t h i o n ) ;  L a n n a t e  25 WP 
(methomyl); Lebaycid 550 EC ( fen th ion)  ; Lirocide 650 
EC ( fen i t ro th ion ) ;  Mira l  2 G (isasofos); Monitor 200 L C  
(methamidophos); Nogos 50 EC (d ich lorvos)  ; Nuvacron 
20 SCW (monocrotophos); Ofunack 40 EC ( pinidafen- 
t ion) ;  Padan 50 SP (cartap);  Pertacide 60 EC ( pheno- 
thoate); Petroban 20 EC (ch lorpyr i fos) ;  Phylodol 50 EC 
( d i c h l o r v o s )  ; Re idan  24 EC (chlorpyr i fos-methyl ) ;  I 
Sematron 75 SP (acephate); Sevin 5 D (ca rba ry l ) ;  Sev in  I 
5 G ( c a r b a r y l ) ;  Sevin 85 S (carbary l ) ;  Sumibas 75 EC I 
(BPMC + fen i t ro th ion) ;  Sumithion 50 EC ( fen i t ro th ion) ;  
Sumithion 2 D ( fen i t ro th ion) ;  Surecide 25 EC (cyano- 

fenphos); Tamaron 200 LC (methamidophos); Thiodan 35 
EC ( e n d o s u l f a n  1 ; T r i t h i o n  4 E (carbophenothion 1; 
T r i t h i o n  95 EC. 

2. T h e  10 pesticides s t i l l  allowed are: Applaud 10 WP; 
Mipcin 50 WP; Hopcin 50 EC; Bassa 50 EC; Baycarb  50 
EC; Dharmabas 50 EC; K i l top  50 EC; Furandan 3 C; 
Cura te r  3 G; Dharmafur 3 C. 

(Hal inah Todd, T h i r d  World Network  Features) .  

Sarawak News 

Penan M a t e r i a l  C u l t u r e  Collect ion a t  t h e  Un ive rs i t y  o f  
Michigan 

A c o l l e c t i o n  o f  Penan G a n g  m a t e r i a l  c u l t u r e  was 
r e c e n t l y  d e p o s i t e d  a t  t h e  Museum o f  A n t h r o p o l o g y ,  
Un ive rs i t y  o f  Michigan. T h i s  col lect ion consists o f  some 
206 items collected over  a pe r iod  o f  t h r e e  years  by Peter 
Brosius. Most o f  t h e  items a r e  f r o m  t h e  Penan community 
of Lg. Jek, Belaga Distr ic t ,  Seventh Division, Sarawak. 
Co l l ec t i on  emphas ized i t ems  f o r  genera l  domestic use, 
implements used i n  h u n t i n g  and  sago production, and  items 
produced f o r  trade, pa r t i cu la r l y  jat baskets.  A n  at tempt 
was made t o  collect as complete a range  o f  items o f  Penan 
Gang m a t e r i a l  c u l t u r e  as poss ib le .  T h i s  collection is  
available f o r  s tudy  by in teres ted scholars. 

B O O K  R E V I E W S ,  A B S T R A C T S ,  
A N D  B I B L I O G R A P H Y  

L I A N , Franc is  Jana, Farmers' Perceptions and Economic 
Chanqe  - T h e  Case o f  Kenyah  Farmers of the F o u r t h  
Division, Sarawak. A thesis submit ted fo r  t h e  degree o f  
Doctor o f  Phi losophy a t  t he  Aust ra l ian  National Univer is ty,  
Ju l y  1987. 



Th is  thesis seeks t o  unders tand and expla in change in 
economy o f  t he  Kenyah people o f  t h e  F o u r t h  Div is ion o f  
Sarawak, Malaysia, f rom a Kenyah po in t  of view. Four  main 
hypotheses a re  examined: f i r s t  t h a t  t h e  aim, d i rec t ion  and  
nature  o f  change a re  shaped by ' inner1 forces; second t h a t  
social and  cu l tu ra l  fac tors  are  no hindrance t o  change; third 
tha t  change in Kenyah society as a whole i s  an aggregate o f  
i n d i v i d u a l l y  motivated change ra the r  than t h e  resu l t  o f  
communal ef for ts;  f i na l l y  t ha t  t h e  Kenyah consider t h e i r  
c u r r e n t  economy as a logical system wi th in  the  contem- 1 
po ra ry  social and economic environment. 

K e n y a h  a r e  a b l e  t o  i n i t i a t e  economic c h a n g e  by 
themselves. They  engage ac t ive ly  in bo th  subsistence and  
cash economies, mak ing al l  use t h e y  can o f  t h e  c u r r e n t l y  
act ive t imber  i n d u s t r y .  Swidden has undergone s ign i f i cant  
changes .  K e n y a h  social and economic systems possess 
in terna l  mechanisms which d r i v e  them t o  search f o r  new 
opportuni t ies.  T h e  roles o f  social r i v a l r y  and conf l i c t  a re  
emphasized. Ind i f fe rence t o  cer ta in agents o f  change i s  n o t  
a s ign o f  unresponsiveness; it ref lects a desire t o  adopt  
changes t h a t  s u i t  t h e i r  objectives. Conf l ic t  w i t h  t h e  State 
l i e s  i n  terms o f  approaches and object ives t o  change. 

T h e  t h e s i s  f i r s t  views Kenyah, t h e i r  environment, 
h i s t o r y  a n d  economy, a t  macro-scale. Most data are, 
however, d rawn  f r o m  micro-scale research among sample 
longhouses a n d  families. In conclusion pol icy implications o f  
t h e  research are  indicated and t h e  'popul ist '  approach t o  
r u r a l  development i s  examined; some sources o f  reservat ion 
are out l ined.  

REVUNENKOVA, E. V. - Obraz r i sa  v obr iadakh lecheniia i 
poqrebeniia u daiakov plemeni ngadzhu ( l uzhny i  Kalimantan) . - Mify. .kul8ty i ob r iady  narodov zarubezhnoi Az i i  I ed. b y  
N. Zhukovskaia. - Moscow: "Nauka" Pub l ish ing House, 1986. 
- Pp. 73-88. 
= Bornean; Dayak; death; rice; r i tes; 

Images o f  r i c e  used i n  t h e  heal ing and  f u n e r a r y  r i t e s  
of the Ngaju Dayak a r e  analyzed based on t e x t s  collected by I 
H. Scharer.  T h e  author  focuses on t h e  concept of t h e  soul 
o f  r i ce  (hambaruan pa re i  i canan tawur, behas pa re i ) .  She , 

stresses t h e  interre lat ionship between t h e  r i t e s  a n d  t h e  
tex ts  which accompany o r  expla in them. She also examines 

t h e  i den t i t y  o f  t h e  mythological soul o f  t h e  r i c e  and  the  
pr iestess who conducts t h e  r i tes .  
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THE BORNEO RESEARCH COUNCIL 

T h e  Borneo Research Counci l  was founded in 1968 a n d  
i t s  membership consists o f  Fellows, an internat ional  g r o u p  o f  
s c h o l a r s  who a re  professional ly  engaged in research in 

) Bo rneo .  T h e  goals o f  t h e  Counci l  a re  ( 1  t o  promote 
I sc ient i f ic  research in Borneo; ( 2 )  t o  permi t  t h e  research 
I community, in terested Borneo government  departments a n d  

o thers  t o  keep abreast  o f  ongo ing research a n d  i t s  results; 
/ 13) t o  serve  as a vehic le f o r  d r a w i n g  a t ten t ion  t o  u r g e n t  

research problems; ( 4 )  t o  coordinate t h e  f low o f  in format ion 
o f  Borneo research a r i s i ng  f r o m  many d i ve rse  sources; ( 5 )  t o  
disseminate rap id l y  t h e  in i t ia l  r esu l t s  o f  research ac t iv i ty ;  
a n d  ( 6 )  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  research by r e p o r t i n g  o n  c u r r e n t  
c o n d i t i o n s .  T h e  f u n c t i o n s  o f  t h e  Counci l  also inc lude 
p r o v i d i n g  counsel and  assistance t o  research endeavors, 
c o n s e r v a t i o n  act iv i t ies,  a n d  t h e  prac t ica l  appl icat ion o f  
research resu l ts .  

Suppor t  f o r  t h e  ac t iv i t ies  o f  t h e  Counci l  comes f r o m  
subscr ip t ions  t o  t h e  Borneo Research Bul let in ,  Fel lowship 
fees,  a n d  c o n t r i b u t i o n s .  Cont r ibu t ions  have p layed a 
s ign i f i cant  p a r t  i n  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  Council, a n d  t h e y  a r e  
always welcome. 

Fellows o f  t h e  Borneo Research Counci l  

T h e  pr iv i leges  o f  Fellows inc lude ( 1 )  par t i c ipa t ion  in 
the  organizat ion and  ac t iv i t ies  o f  t h e  Council; ( 2 )  right t o  
fo rm committees o f  Fellows t o  deal w i t h  special research 
problems o r  interests; ( 3 )  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  Counci l ls p rog ram 
of f u r t h e r i n g  research in t h e  social, biological, a n d  medical 
sciences in Borneo; ( 4 )  subsc r i p t i on  t o  t h e  Borneo Research 
Bu l le t in .  

T h e  Fellows o f  t h e  Counci l  se rve  as a pool o f  know-  
ledge and  exper t ise  on  Borneo matters wh ich  may b e  d r a w n  
upon t o  deal w i t h  speci f ic  problems b o t h  in t h e  f i e l d  o f  

/ r e s e a r c h  a n d  in t h e  p r a c t i c a l  app l i ca t i on  o f  sc ien t i f i c  
knowledge. 

i 
! 
I Fellowship in t h e  Counci l  i s  by inv i tat ion,  a n d  enqu i -  
/ r i es  are  welcomed in t h i s  rega rd .  
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